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Provincial 
 
Harvest is underway in all regions. Approximately 5.7% of the province has been combined, principally 
winter cereals and field peas, with a further 11.7% swathed, principally canola. Yield projections have 
declined slightly in response to the warmer, drier weather experienced but remain above historical 
averages in all regions. Crop condition ratings have declined as the season has progressed but no region is 
reporting crop conditions greater than 3% poor. Growers in the NE region are winding down spraying for 
bertha army worm. Aster Yellows is being reported in the NE and NW regions. 
 
Table #1: Regional Harvest Progress (as of August 21/12) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table #2: Regional Crop Condition Ratings (as of August 21/12) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Despite the warm, dry weather, soil moisture ratings remain very good with 81% of the province rated as 
good or excellent, down from 86% on August 7. 
 
Hay/pasture ratings have declined slightly to 77% rated good/excellent from 82% on August 7. 2nd cut 
dryland hay is 17% completed with good yields and quality. 2nd cut irrigated hay is 60% completed. 
Quality is very good. 
 
Region One: South (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost) 
 
Harvest is in full swing across the region with 15% combined and a further 17% swathed. Due to the 
prevalence of straight combining, there is a large quantity of additional crop waiting to be straight cut. 
Combining progress by crop as follows: field peas (69%), winter cereals (66%), barley (16%), canola 

 % In Swath or Combined 
South Central NE NW Peace Alberta 

Spr Wheat 25% 4% 5% 2% 7% 11.4% 
Durum Wheat 23% 6% 10% --- --- 20.4% 
Barley 32% 6% 5% 11% 7% 14.2% 
Oats 15% 7% 1% 0% 2% 3.7% 
Winter Wheat 86% 52% 35% 10% --- 68.6% 
Canola 55% 26% 17% 26% 20% 25.2% 
Field Peas 70% 29% 30% 47% 21% 42.5% 
All Crops 31.9% 10.8% 10.4% 14.3% 13.2% 17.4% 

 % Rated Good/Excellent 
South Central NE NW Peace Alberta 

Spr Wheat 91 90 88 88 78 88.3% 
Durum Wheat 90 87 100 --- --- 89.6% 
Barley 91 88 86 88 79 87.9% 
Oats 92 94 89 86 77 87.9% 
Winter Wheat 94 96 91 95 --- 93.2% 
Canola 90 91 89 88 74 86.2% 
Field Peas 94 94 86 86 80 89.5% 
Hay/Pastures 63 82 87 84 77 77.4% 



(12%), spring & durum wheat (10%). The latest projections indicate 2012 yields could be as good if not 
better than in 2011 at 10-20% above historical averages. 
 
Soil moisture levels have declined with 66% of the region rating soil moisture as good or excellent but 
less than 1% is rated as poor. 63% of the region is rating hay/pastures as good or excellent but only 2% as 
poor. 2nd cut irrigated hay is 64% completed. The drier conditions of July and August has precluded any 
significant dryland 2nd cut harvest.  
 
Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen) 
 
Harvest has started in the eastern and central portions of the region with 2% combined and an additional 
9% swathed. Combining is progressing on winter cereals (32%), field peas (24%) and chickpeas & lentils 
(15%). Swathing is led by canola (25%), winter cereals (16%) with most other crops including barley and 
wheat (3 –5%). The latest projections anticipate yields to be 10% over historical averages. 
 
72% of the region is rating soil moisture as good or excellent with less than 1% rated as poor. 
Hay/pastures are rated 82% good/excellent with 5% rated poor. 2nd cut dryland hay is 16% baled. 
 
Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost) 
 
Approximately 1% of the region has been combined, exclusive to field peas (25%) and winter cereals 
(19%). A further 9% of crops have been swathed led by canola (17%), winter cereals (16%) and durum 
wheat (10%). Latest projections are anticipating yields to be 10-15% above historical averages. 
 
88% of the region is rating soil moisture as good or excellent with 0% poor. 87% of the region is rated 
good/excellent for hay/pasture conditions. 2nd cut dryland hay is 14% completed. 
 
Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca) 
 
Approximately 2% of the region has been combined led by field peas (44%) and winter cereals (10%). A 
very small amount of barley and wheat has been combined to date. A further 12% of the region has been 
swathed, principally canola (26%) and barley (9%). Latest projections are indicating yields to be 10-15% 
above historical averages. 
 
94% of the region is rating soil moisture as good or excellent with the remainder as fair. Hay/pastures are 
rated at 82% good/excellent. 13% of the 2nd cut dryland hay has been baled. 
 
Region Five: Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview) 
 
Approximately 3% of the region has been combined led by field peas (21%), winter cereals (10%) and 
spring cereals (4%). A further 10% has been swathed with canola (19%), spring cereals (3%). Current 
yield projections indicate yields could be 15% or better than historical averages. 
 
Soil moisture is rated 73% good or excellent with 25% rated fair. 77% of hay/pastures are rated 
good/excellent. 29% of the 2nd cut hay harvest has been completed. 
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