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1. INTRODUCTION 

1 .I Background 

This report represents land use recommendations and resource management guidelines by the 
Smith Hondo Local Plan Coordination Group for public land within the Smith Hondo planning area. 
The mandate of the Coordination Group was to develop "best use" recommendations for vacant 
public land based on land capabilities and social values. The recommendations and guidelines 
form the basis of the Smith Hondo Local Plan. 

1.2 Purpose of the Smith Hondo Local Plan 

The purpose of the Smith Hondo Local Plan is to provide direction to land managers for managing 
and using public land and resources in the planning area to provide a variety of benefits. The plan 
balances community, economic and environment issues and values with government policy for the 
allocation, use, and management of public lands and resources within the planning area. The local 
plan will be the implementation document for a segment of the Big Bend Sub-Regional Integrated 
Resource Plan (IRP). 

1.3 The Plan Area 

The Smith Hondo planning area includes all White Area public lands located north of Township 67 
and south of Township 72, south of Paul Lake (see Figure 1). The plan applies to public land and 
resources only; it does not address or affect private land. The main communities within the 
planning area are Smith and Hondo. 

The area is located within the Central Mixedwood Subregion of Alberta's Boreal Forest Natural 
Region. Deciduous forests dominated by aspen and balsam poplar characterize the area. The 
aspen forests occur in both pure and mixed stands. Successionally, these forests are replaced, in 
time, by white spruce and balsam fir, which become the climax species on upland sites. Jack pine 
forests typically occupy the dry sandy uplands. Black spruce mainly occupies the peatlands. Black 
spruce bogs and marshes are major components of the Boreal Forest Natural Region. The 
dominant soil identified in the area is Gray Luvisol, although Brunisols and Gleysols are also 
present in the area. 

1.4 Planning Participants and Process 

Representatives ,From Alberta Sustainable Resource Development, Alberta Environment, and the 
Municipality of Lesser Slave River worked together with key public Stakeholders as a Coordination 
Group to develop a draft local plan for public land in the Smith Hondo Local Plan area. The plan 
was made available for public review during the public consultation process following plan 
development. The 8 Stakeholder members represented various community interests. Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Development Representatives included Fish & Wildlife Division, Land & 
Forest Division, and Public Lands Division. 

The Coordination Group looked at all individual quarters of public land within the planning area and 
considered land capability information along with community, economic, and environment values 
provided by Stakeholder members on the Coordination Group. 
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A Technical Advisory Team of staff from Alberta Sustainable Resource Development, Alberta 
Environment, the Municipality of Lesser Slave River, and the Agricultural Service Board provided 
the land capability information. 'The Technical Team collected and analyzed land and resource 
data for all parcels under review. The Team evaluated those lands suitable for agricultural 
expansion, having important timber resources, functional ecosystems, containing important fish 
and wildlife habitat, andlor contributing to recreational use and potential tourism. 

1.5 'The Public Consultation Process 

Copies of the draft Local Plan of proposed land use recommendations and management 
guidelines along with an attached mail-in survey were distributed to 300 mailboxes in Smith for the 
residents of Smith, Hondo, and Chisholm for public review and comment in early November 2001. 
The documents were also available at an advertised Open House and by phone to those who 
might request a copy. 'Those obtaining a copy of the draft Plan were invited to submit a short 
survey and comments. The survey posed 2 questions the Coordination Group asked the 
community to consider: 1) Would you prefer to keep those quarters identified by the Coordination 
Group as Agricultural Sale quarters available for sale even if these lands might not be used for 
agricultural purposes? and 2) Would you prefer to re-designate the quarter sections identified as 
Agricultural Sale as grazing lease or multi -use quarters? Opportunity was provided for public 
comment November 7 -30. 

Approximately 45 people attended the advertised Open House Information Session held in Smith 
in late November 2001 to hear about the draft Plan and to ask questions and comment on the 
proposed land use recommendations and management gi-~idelines developed by the Coordination 
Group. The Open House was informal and open to all merr~bers of the public. 



1.6 Response Findings from the Community Survey 

Summary of Returned Responses: 
300 surveys were distributed to the residents of Smith, Hondo, and Chisholm. 
46 of the 300 surveys were returned, about a 15% response rate. 21 responses were returned 
with comments. 
6 Comment Sheets, 8 draft plan maps with hand-drawn revisions, and 2 letters were also 
received. 
62 responses were received in total, about a 20% response rate. 
24146 survey respondents are currently engaged in traditional (cattle, forage, grain, game) 
farming activities. 
22146 survey respondents are not engaged in any traditional farming activities. 
Survey respondents are divided on whether or not to keep Agricultural Sale quarters available 
for sale even if these lands might not be used for agricultural purposes. Views are also divided 
on whether to re-designate the Agricultural Sale quarters as grazing lease or multi-use 
quarters. 
Survey respondents indicate a slight preference to retain Agricultural Sale quarters as crown 
land and NOT make them available for sale. They also indicate a slight preference to re- 
designate the Agricultural Sale quarters as grazing lease or multi-use quarters. 

The survey results are summarized below. Note the numbers refer to the nuniber of survey 
responder;ts answering each question: 

Would you prefer to keep those quarters identified by the Coordination Group 
as Agricultural Sale quarters available for sale even if these lands might not be 

1 used for agricultural pur oses? 

:o" fl 24 
9 farming 13 farming 

io Response 
2 farming 

I I non-farming 11 non-farming 

Would you prefer to re-designate the quarter sections identified as Agricultural 
Sale as grazing lease or multi -use quarters? 

yes No Response 
22 18 6 
9 farming I I farming 4 farming 

13 non-farming 7 non-farming 2 non-farming 



1.7 How the Results Were Reviewed 

Public corr~ments were received on a wide variety of issues. 'They generally fell into one of two 
categories: 
1. Comments that could be considered for incorporation into the draft plan: these included 

factors that were overlooked, issues that required clarification in ,the draft plan, changes to 
management guidelines, or reallocation of proposed land uses. Many comments concerned 
access and wildlife. 

2. Comments that fell outside the scope of the Coordination Group's mandate: these 
comments generally included reference to changes in legislation that cannot be addressed 
by the Local Plan planning process. Majority of comments focused on land sale legislation. 

The Coordination Group reviewed those comments from the public that could be considered for 
incorporation into the draft plan as a basis for making changes to and finalizing the draft plan. They 
noted they had addressed many public concerns during previous meetings. Public input resulted in 
several changes to the draft plan: 

Decision made to retain the agriculture integrity of the community and provide an 
opportunity for private ownership by making a limited number of saleable quarters available 
over a period of years. This will provide an opportunity to make some quarters available for 
private ownership, not risk large numbers of quarters, and test assumptions of the quarters 
being unaffordable and/or bought by outsiders. 
Decision made to allocate two Community Woodlot areas within the planning area. 
Reallocation of some quarters based on land capability, wildlife, and environmental 
concerns i.e. water quality. 
Addressed some public concerns without reallocation of specific quarters where concerns 
could be addressed administratively. 
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2. LAND USE RECOMMENDATIONS 

5 categories of land use recorrlmendations have been made. These include quarters 
recommended for Agricultural Sale, Grazing, Wildlife, Multi-Use, and Woodlot. 

The land use recommendations are based, in part, on information a technical advisory team 
provided for each quarter section. Quarter sections were evaluated on their soil characteristics, 
capability for agricultural use, fish and wildlife habitat values and timber values. Other 
considerations such as local knowledge and community values played a role in ultimately 
determining how each quarter section was classified. In many instances, the Coordination Group 
determined that a Multi-Use recommendation would be the most preferable as it would permit the 
broadest variety of uses. A color map showing the land use recommendations is attached for 
reference. 

2.1 Agricultural Sale 

Agricultural Sale lands are those quarters that the Coordination Group recommends for sale. The 
intent of the Coordination Group was to identify saleable lands for traditiondl agricultural 
opportunities (i.e. cows, forage, grain, and game) for expansion and consolidation of existing 
nearby operations. Some quarters under this category have been identified as suitable for Country 
Residential based on size and location. 

2.2 Grazing 

Grazing lands are those quarters that the Coordination Group recommends be managed with 
grazing identified as the best use. Applications for land dispositions do not require referral and will 
initiate the process to award the land as a grazing lease. 

2.3 Wildlife 

Wildlife lands are those quarters that the Coordination Group recommends be managed with 
critical wildlife habitat as the best use. These include areas identified with wildlife travel corridors 
and riparian habitat. 

2.4 Multi-Use 

Multi-use lands are those quarters that the Coordination Group recommends be managed to 
accommodate a variety of resource uses and benefits. Proposed activities on these lands may 
require referral to resource agencies to define management options (i.e. timber, seismic, 
recreation). 

2.5 Woodlot 

Woodlot lands are comprised of two blocks of quarters located in both the north and south ends of 
the planrlirlg area that have been set aside for the purpose of a community woodlot. These 
quarters will be managed under the auspices of a forest management plan developed for both the 
Woodlot and Multi-use quarters, but will be specifically geared towards providing timber for 
personal use to community members. 



3. PROPOSED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOALS AND GUIDELINES 

Intent 
Agriculture is an important contributor to the local economy. The land base is predominantly used 
for grazing and coarse grain and forage production. These activities form the broad definition of 
"agriculture" as used in this document. Quarters of land that are suitable for agricultural 
development are scattered throughout the planning area. This plan supports agriculture by 
identifying public lands available for sale that would benefit the agricultural interests of the 
community. 

Agricultural Sale Goals 

To provide opportunities for agricultural expansion. 

To provide opportunities to purchase public land for agricultural purposes. 

Agricultural Sale Guidelines 

Saleable lands have been identified in the plan area based on social values and the capability 
of the land for agricultural production. 

Applications for purchase will be limited to those lands that have been identified for sale. 

Existing dispositions will be honored. 

Quarters identified as saleable land will remain vacant until sold. 

27 quarters (25%) of the 108 quarters identified as saleable lands will be available for sale 
during the first five years after the plan is implemented. The public will have the opportunity to 
choose which quarters to purchase. The plan will be reviewed in 5 years or a review will be 
triggered if 27 quarters are sold before the 5-year review. The review will examine the land use 
status of the quarters that have been sold and will determine the number of these quarters 
currently being farmed. 

Recreation access concerns affected by saleable quarters will be addressed by posted notation 
through Public Lands. Notation will indicate that access issues need to be referred to and 
resolved by the MD prior to sale (e.g. operring road allowance). 



Intent 
The management of agricultural resources will focus on optimizing the grazing potential of the land 
base for sustained forage production and grazing opportunities while accounting for the 
conservation of soil, water, and vegetation. 

Grazing Management Goals 

To provide opportunities for grazing of livestock on public land while permitting other 
compatible uses. 

To maintain long-term range health and productivity while sustaining the natural biodiversity of Q 

public lands under agricultural disposition. o, 
rl, 

To provide opportunity to increase the area permitted for range improvement beyond existing 
guidelines for grazing dispositions. Applies to land recommended for grazing and existing 
grazing leases on lands recommended for Agricultural Sale. 

Grazing Management Guidelines 

Existing dispositions will be honored. 

Unless otherwise indicated in these guidelines, existing grazing lease management guidelines 
will apply. 

Lands allocated for grazing lease will be managed for grazing as the priority use. 

Other uses (i.e. timber, trapping, oil and gas) will be allowed on the same land base where 
compatible with management objectives and in accordance with multiple land use principles. 
Holders of registered fur management licenses will retain their right to enter on land held under 
a grazing disposition for the purpose of trapping fur-bearing animals on the land. 

w 
Applications for new development for range improvement or to increase allowable cleared area 
for existing development will be considered on an individual basis. 

rS, 

0 
Grazing dispositions are expected to be adequately fenced and grazed in accordance with 

0 
regulations within 2 years of the date of issuance. 

(I 

rl, 
Livestock impacts on watercourses will be minimized according to existing guidelines. w 

(I) The grazing disposition, including native forests, riparian and range development pastures, will 
be maintained as healthy and functioning according to existing range and riparian health 
assessment protocol. il 

(Ir 



Range Development Guidelines 
(I 

The Public Land Specialist, in consultation with the lessee and appropriate Resource agencies, 
will be responsible for preparation of a Range Development Plan or Resource Management 
Operational Plan for the lease. The plan will consider the lessee's entire livestock operation 
and will be designed to help meet the current and anticipated future needs of the lessee for 
forage. The lessee's land holdings, including the location and use of private land, will also be 
considered in preparing the plan and development should be schedl- led to occur in a logical 
sequence. Approval of the plan will be contingent on the lessee agreeing to an overall 
management plan for the lease which incorporates sound range management practices. 

Tame pasture development on the lease will be restricted to lands determined to be suitable for 
development based on agricultural capability. When conditions permit, priority for development 
will be given to forested lands of lower forage productivity. 

111 

(I 3 A maximum of 50% of the disposition area, excluding perimeter fence lines, may be cleared for 

(1 development of tame pasture. 
Qr 

v 4 Field development will be planned in a manner that will facilitate proper range management 

'v practices, such as complementary and rotational grazing, and in a manner that will enhance the 

w 
existing grazing provided by native forested pasture. 

5 Other improvements such as cross fences; dugouts and trails may be planned to complement 
P field development and enhance lease management and may be approved by the Public Land 
(I Specialist. 
'I* 

6 Recognition will be given to the conservation of riparian areas through adequate vegetative 
w buffers, off-site water development and proper management techniques. - 

7 Maximum width of perimeter fence lines is 100 feet. 
rl 

r 8 Maximuni width of cross fence lines and trails is 100 feet. 
w 
w 9 Merchantable timber must be salvaged from fence lines; trails and clearings in accordance with 
0 permit requirements of Land and Forest Division. 
6 

10 Resource agencies will be required to respond to applications and draft plans within 30 days of 
v referral. If no response is received from resource agencies, the Public Land Specialist may 

~r proceed with implementation of the plan. 

0 

0 
11 Fish and Wildlife Division will be responsible for referral of plans to local trappers and the 

0 
lessee must provide 10 days notice to the trapper prior to commencenient of clearing. 

* 
v 

12 The lessee is responsible for the maintenance of all improvements on the lease. 

w 13 Lessees are responsible for all costs associated with perimeter fence construction. Funding for 
w range development will be in accordance with current Range Improvement Policies. 
w 



Intent 

Wildlife resources presently provide intrinsic values in addition to important consumptive and non- 
consurr~ptive opportunities and will continue to be managed to optimize these benefits. 

Wildlife Management Goals 

To manage critical wildlife habitat (corridor and riparian habitat) primarily for wildlife. 

To minimize damage to wildlife habitat and, where possible, to enhance the quality, diversity 
and distribution of productive habitat. 

To enhance, where possible, the diversity, abundance and distribution of wildlife resources for 
recreational and commercial benefits. 

To maintain opportunities for trapping at present levels. 

Wildlife Management Guidelines 

Lands with critical habitat have been identified in the plan area based on their attributes (i.e. 
corridors and riparian areas). 

Lands recommended for critical wildlife habitat retention will be managed for wildlife as the 
priority use. 

Fish and Wildlife Division will participate in the normal referral process. They will review specific 
development proposals to recorr~mend operating conditions that will ensure protection of wildlife 
habitats. 

Other uses with minimal impact may be permitted through the referral process. 

Existing leases will be honored. 

Industry is encouraged to keep access development to a minimum. Access roads with grade 
development will be kept to a minimum. 

Temporary new roads and seismic will require rollback. Impacts due to temporary access will 
be mitigated through management guidelines. Low Impact Seismic (1-1s) will apply. 

Permanent streams and wetlands will be managed to protect and maintain wildlife habitat. 

Important wildlife travel corridors will be maintained. These corridors provide a link for wildlife 
movement between uplands and river valleys. 



Opportunities for habitat enhancement programs will be assessed and developed where 
appropriate. 

Disturbance of wildlife populations during sensitive periods (over-wintering, calving, waterfowl 
nesting and staging) will be managed. 

Currently, there are no access restrictions planned. However, motorized recreational activities 
will be managed to minimize wildlife and habitat disturbance if the situation arises and it is 
necessary to do so. Any access restrictions (timing restrictions, designated trails) would be 
based on site-specific wildlife concerns. 

Hunting and trapping regulations will be reviewed regularly (in relation to hunter use, harvest 
levels and game populations) to ensure the long-term survival of fur bearing and game species. 

Industry may be requested to replant certain dispositions at the request of Public Lands, based 
on site-specific characteristics. 



rl 
Intent * 
Poter~tial exists to accommodate a variety of resource uses and benefits according to multiple land 
use principles. w 

Multi-Use Management Goals 

To provide opportunities for a variety of resource uses and benefits to occur (i.e. Timber, 91 

Grazing, Minerals and Surface Materials, Recreation, Trappirlg). w 
.) 

To protect the natural environment. 

Multi-Use Management Guidelines 

Public lands will be managed based on multiple land use principles. 

Applications for development will follow existing approval processes. 

Existing dispositions will be honored. 

Resource activities will be based on sustainable environmental practices. 

Resource activities will be conducted in a manner that will minimize impacts on other land uses 
and resource values (i.e. rollback, Low Impact Seismic (LIS)). 

Standard resource operating conditions will generally apply, but may be subject to site specific 
operating conditions to mitigate environmental impacts in sensitive areas. 

To minimize or avoid impact to important wildlife habitat and corridors. Will be addressed in the 
referral system for development applications. 

Forest Harvesting 

Forest Harvesting Management Goals 

To manage the local timber through sustainable forestry practices. 

To provide opportunities for timber harvesting. 

Forest Harvesting Management Guidelines 

C 
Timber harvesting will be managed through the application of an Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) 

0 
system that provides for a sustained forest resource. w 



Provincial timber harvesting operating ground rules will apply. 

Land and Forest Division in conjunction with Public Lands will develop a forest management 
plan for both the Multi-Use and Woodlot quarters, with opportunities for public consultation. 

Allocation of timber will 
- Be based upon consultation with the Local Advisory Committee (LAC). 
- Be identified in the management plan 

Trails 

Trails Management Goals 

To maintain existing ,trapper trails. 

To provide opportur~ities for recreation. 

To keep identified existing trails open and accessible for public use (i.e. Chisholm, Smith 
Hondo, and Trans Canada). 

To ensure identified existing access for the Trans Canada Trail on the East Side of Fawcett 
Lake is maintained. 

To protect the aesthetic values of identified existing trails. 

Trails Management Guidelines 

Integrity of trails will be maintained. 

Adjacent resource activities to trails will be managed to minimize any significant affect or 
disturbance of trail "aesthetic" values (e.g. timber harvesting would not occur along the entire 
length of the trail). 

Trapper trails will continue to be protected under existing regulations. 

Seismic 

Seismic Management Goal 

To rr~inimize impact on the landscape by seismic operations. 



Seismic Management Guidelines 

Low Impact Seismic (LIS) will be the required method unless otherwise approved by Public 
lands. Meandering LIS is preferred wherever possible. 

Grazing Lease 

Multi-Use Grazing Lease Management Goals 

To allow opportunities for grazing of livestock on public land where compatible with other uses. 

To maintain long-term range health and productivity while sustaining the natural biodiversity of 
public lands under agricultural disposition. 

Multi-Use Grazing Lease Guidelines 

Except where otherwise indicated, the guidelines for grazing and multi-use grazing leases will 
be the same. 

Grazing leases may be issued on multi-use lands after a referral to resource agencies to 
conf rni compatibility with other uses. 

Existing dispositions will be honored. 

Lands allocated for grazing lease will be managed to sustain the multiple use values of the site. 

Multi-Use Range Development Guidelines 

1 'The Public Land Specialist, in consultation with the lessee and appropriate Resource agencies, 
will be responsible for preparation of a Resource Management Operational Plan (RMOP) for 
the lease. The plan will identify the location and scheduling of approved developments and will 
provide guidelines for grazing, timber and wildlife habitat management on the lease as well as 
other multiple use considerations. Approval of the plan will be contingent on the lessee 
agreeing to the terms of the management plan for the lease and the approved plan will become 
part of the lease contract. 

2 A maximum of 40% of the productive land base on the disposition area, including the perimeter 
fence lines, may be cleared for development of tame pasture. The balance of the productive 
land base will be designated for sustained yield forest production. 

3 The perimeter fence line width will be determined through the referral process. 

4 Cross fence lines and trail width will be determined through the referral process. 



Strategies Used to  Mitigate 
Land and Resource Uses I 

Reclamation 

Reclamation Goals 

To minimize or mitigate impacts to the environment resulting from any land use activity. 

To ensure that land is reclaimed back to trees, native vegetation based on pre-disturbance 
cover, or, as determined by an intended and approved future land use. 

Reclamation Guidelines 

Reclamation of dispositions will be required subject to the conditions outlined within the 
individual lease agreements. 

Current legislation, regulations, policies and procedures will apply to all reclamation. 

Buffer Zones around Creeks and Waterbodies 

Buffer Zones Goals 

To protect sensitive waterbodies and watercourses valued for tlieir ecological integrity, fish and 
wildlife habitats, and populations. 

To minimize negative impacts on water quality and quantity by commercial or recreational 
activities. 

To maintain suitable habitat in streams and lakes for spawning, rearing and food sources for 
fish populations. 

Buffer Zones Guidelines 

Sensitive waterbodies and watercourses will be protected through special operating conditions 
to mitigate the potential impact. 

Buffers of natural vegetation will be maintained between stream and any resource development 
activity. 

Site specific reclamation standards will be followed to minimize soil erosion as appropriate. 

Permanent stream and riparian habitat will be managed to protect fish and maintain habitat. 

Existing provincial guidelines apply. 



Intent 
The management of woodlot quarters as tracts of forested land whose primary purpose will be to 
provide timber for personal use to community merrlbers on a sustainable basis. 

Woodlot Management Goals 

To provide a variety of personal use timber products (fuelwood, fencing, outbuilding 
construction) by managing these quarters as a sustainable community woodlot. 

Other consumptive use requests (eg seismic) will be excluded from the Woodlot quarters and 
will be directed to the Grazing, Agriculture or Multi-Use Quarters as applicable. 

Woodlot Management Guidelines 

Timber harvesting will be managed through the application of an Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) 
system that provides for a sustained forest resource. 

Provincial timber harvesting operating ground rules and disposition issuance will apply. 

Land and Forest Division, in conjunction with Public Lands Division, will develop a forest 
management plan for the woodlots, which will be incorporated in the combined forest 
management plan for both multi-use and woodlot quarters. 

Allocation of unutilized timber from the woodlots will be based on consultation with the Local 
Advisory Committee and may be incorporated into the Big Bend local commercial harvesting 
program. 

4. PLAN REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 

4.1 Plan Review 

The Northeast Boreal Environmental Resource Committee (ERC) will conduct an overall 
assessment of the Smith Hondo Local Plan 5 years after the plan is implemented. The five-year 
assessment will be a comprehensive review to deterrrline whether the plan requires changes and 
to determine the extent of changes to update the plan. If the plan is found to be no longer current, 
a major plan review will occur. The ERC can review the plan if required before the five- year 
review. Additionally, a plan review will be triggered if 27 quarters are sold before the 5-year review. 
The review will examine the land use status of the quarters that have been sold and will determine 
the number of these quarters c~lrrently being farmed. This co~lld result in a plan amendment. 

4.2 Plan Amendment 

The Northeast Boreal Environmental Resource Committee (ERC) can amend the plan if required '(QD 

before the five-year review. w 
18 w 
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APPENDIX 1 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Agricultural Sale 
Land Use 
Recommendation 

Annual Allowable Cut 
( A 4  

Buffer 

Country Residential 

Critical Wildlife Habitat 

Disposition 

Grazing 
Land Use 
Recommendation 

Multi-Use 
Land Use 
Recommendation 

Public Land 

Quarters that the Coordination Group recommends for sale. The intent 
of the Coordination Group was to identify saleable lands for traditional 
agricultural opportunities (i.e. cows, forage, and grain, and game) for 
expansion and consolidation of existing nearby operations. Some 
quarters under this category have been identified as suitable for 
Country Residential based on size and location. 

The approved volume of wood that may be harvested annually under a 
disposition. 

Strips of land where disturbances are not allowed, or are closely 
monitored, to preserve aesthetic and other qualities adjacent to roads, 
trails, waterways, and recreation sites. 

Residential use in a rural area not directly associated with agriculture 
as the primary use (i.e. Acreage) 

Habitat that is crucial to the size, distribution, or stability of a wildlife or 
fish population. Loss of such habitat would result in a drastic decline or 
local extirpation of a population. 

A disposition governs the allocation of land or resource use, and may 
be short - or long - term. The most common forms are lease, license, 
permit, or agreement. 

Quarters that the Coordination Group recommends be managed with 
grazing identified as the best use. Applications for land dispositions do 
not require referral and will initiate the process to award the land as a 
grazing lease. 

Quarters that the Coordination Group recommends are managed to 
accommodate a variety of resource uses and benefits. Proposed 
activities on these lands may require referral to resource agencies to 
define management options (i.e. timber, seismic, recreation). 

Public land is administered under the Public Lands Act and is owned by 
the government of Alberta. 



Referral System 

Reclamation 

The Alberta Government has established formal mechanisms for the 
internal review of land use applications originating from within itself and 
the private sector. Government management agencies concerned or 
affected by the provisions of an application participate in its review. 
Subsequent to the review, each management agency files its 
recommendation for the approval or rejection of the application. These 
positions are coordinated by a lead agency (i.e., "one Window" 
approach) which, in turn, provides the proponent with a comprehensive 
decision. 

The act of restoring land to a state similar to that which existed prior to 
disturbance. This includes all phases of debris disposal; establishing a 
self-sustaining vegetative cover to stabilize disturbed soil; reclaiming 
the lalid to an environment that is consistent to the region in land forms, 
vegetative patterns, and hydrology; and reconstituting the land to a 
productivity at least comparable to the original undisturbed condition. 

resources without an obviol~s market value, such as uniqu; 
ecosystems and recreational opportunities. 

Resource 

Riparian Ha bitat 

Anything perceived by society as having value, including traditional 
resources as land, timber, and minerals as well as less tangible 

1 Wildlife 
Land Use 
Recommendation 

Woodlots 

Refers to land that occurs alongside rivers, streams, lakes, and other 
natural water bodies. Provides important habitat for fish, waterfowl, and 
a variety of wildlife species. Riparian habitats are critical as a travel 
corridor and wintering grounds for ungulates. 

Quarters that the Coordination Group recommends are managed as 
critical wildlife habitat as the best use. These include areas identified 
with corridors and riparian habitat. Riparian habitats are critical as a 
travel corridor and wintering grounds for ungulates. 

Reserves of public land within the planning area that are set aside 
to establish a continuous supply of timber available for local community 
needs (i.e. personal use for fencing), retain "green area" within the 
planning area, and be managed on a sustained-yield basis. 
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SMITH HONDO LOCAL PLAN 
COORDINATION GROUP MEMBERS 

Alberta Sustainable Resource 

Fish & Wildlife Division 
Alberta Sustainable Resource 

Municipality of Lesser Slave 

Land & Forest Division 
Alberta Sustainable Resource 



APPENDIX 3 

Smith Hondo Land Use Designation 
Community Survey 

In order to support agricultural activities in the planning area, the Coordination Group was asked to identify 
saleable lands suitable for conventional agricultural activities. This task was completed based on technical 
advice related to soil capabilities etc. as well as local knowledge and community values. The Coordination 
Group looked at all 593 quarters of public land within the planning area and provided land use 
recommendations for all quarters except those designated as Undecided. 

108 of these quarters (18% of the total) have been recommended for Agricultural Sale. The current 
provincial land sale legislation does not restrict after sale uses on public land to a specific type of activity 
(e.g. farming). This means that an application to purchase lands identified for sale in the planning area 
could result in the property being sold to a buyer who may not use the land for traditional agricultural 
purposes. In addition, sales are made through a tender or auction process that is open to all Canadian 
citizens. 

Input is required from the community to determine if they would prefer to accept these "risks" and continue 
to make these lands available for sale. This input will assist the Coordination Group in confirming a direction 
for the quarters recommended for Agricultural Sale. The community may also wish to re-designate these 
identified saleable lands as multi-use or grazing lease quarters. By re-designating these quarters, these areas 
would remain as Public Land while still providing agricultural opportunities on that land base. 

By answering the following questions 
that will be helpful in determining the 
responding to this survey. 

Please check one of the following 

I am currently engaged in traditional (cattle, forage, grain, game) farming activities 

I am not engaged in any traditional farming activities 

Would you prefer to keep those quarters identified by 'the planning group as Agriculture Sale 
quarters available for sale even if these lands might not be used for agricultural purposes? 

yes NO 

Would you prefer to re-designate the quarter sections identified as Agriculture Sale as grazing 
lease or multi -use quarters? 

yes No 

, you will be providing the planning group with additional information w 
best use for quarter sections within the planning area. Thank you for (I 

'(I 

* 
w 
0 
Q) 

w 
w 
Y) 

II 

w 
w 
9 

'II, 

V 
Y 
r 
w 
w 
0 
rg 

Comments? Please tell us what you think using the space on the back of this page. 
Please return this survey in the self-addressed, postage paid envelope by 
Fridav, November 3 0 ~ .  'Thank you 



APPENDIX 4 

Applicable Guideline, Re~ulation, Leaislation 
and Policy Documents for the Smith Hondo Local Plan 

Note: 
Most of this information can also be obtained by contacting the Alberta Environment and Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Development Information Centre located on the main floor, 9920-108 St. 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2M4 Phone (780) 422-2079 

AGRICULTURE 
Web site www3.gov.ab.calsrdllandlpubliclandslinfosheets.html 
Crown Timber Resources on White Area Public Land 
Dispositions Under the Public Lands Act 
Grazing Dispositions and Wildlife Habitat 
Information on Acquiring Public Lands 
Public Lands User's Tights and Responsibilities 
Public Land Management 
Range Improvement 
Recreational Access and Use of Public Land 
Sale of Public Land 
Trapping on Agricultural Leases 
Grazing Lease Management Guidelines 
Range Development Guidelines 

FORESTRY 
Web site http:llwww3.gov.ab.calsrd/forestslfmdlmanualsl 
Forest Harvesting Operating Ground Rules 

WILDLIFE 
Hunting Regulations 
Trapping Regulations 
Web site http:llwww.albertaoutdoorsmen.orglhuntingregslindex.html 

http:llwww.albertaoutdoorsmen.caltrappingregslindex.html 

RECLAMATION 
Web site www.qp.gov.ab.ca/display~acts.cfm 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act 

SURFACE WATER QUALITY 
Web site www.qp.gov.ab.ca1display~acts.cfm 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act 
Water Act 



APPENDIX 5 

Terms of Reference for the 
Smith Hondo Local Plan 

ISBN: 0-7785-2308-X 
Publication No: 11079 

To receive a copy of the Terms of Reference, please contact: 

Alberta Environment and Alberta Sustainable Resource Development Information Centre 
Main Floor, 9920 - 108 Street; Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2M4 
Telephone: (780) 422-2071 Fax: (780) 427-4407 
Email: env.infocent@nov.ab.ca 

Or, 

Alberta Government Library; Great West Life Site 
6th Floor, 9920 - 108 Street; Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2M4 
Telephone: (780) 427-5870 1 Fax: (780) 422-01 70 
Email: env.libran/@gov.ab.ca 



ENVIRONMENT 

Prepared by 

Environmental Service, Northeast Boreal Region 
Lac La Biche, Alberta 

October 2000 

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 



ISBN : 0-7785-2308-X 
Publication No: 11079 

Copies of this document may be obtained from: 

Alberta Environment and Alberta Sustainable Resource Development Information Center 
Main Floor, 9920 - 108 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
CANADA T5K 2M4 

Telephone: (780) 422-2079 
Fax: (780) 427-4407 
Email: env.infocent@qov.ab.ca 

Copies of this document may be viewed at: 

Alberta Government Library 
Great West Life Site 
6th Floor, 9920 - 108 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
CANADA T5K 2M4 

Telephone: (780) 427-5870 
Fax: (780) 422-01 70 
Email: env.librarv@aov.ab.ca 
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SMITH HONDO COORDINATION GROUP 
LOCAL PLAN TERMS OF REFERENCE AGREEMENT 

As agreed to October 10,2000 

The attached Smith Hondo Local Plan Terms of Reference outlines the objectives, process, and structure 
that will be used In developlng the Smtth Hondo Local Plan. Thls Agreement contains the consensus of all 
Coordination Group members that they agree with the Terms of Reference and wlll support the plan belng 
gulded by this document. 

The following Is a list of Coordination Group members participating In this process. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Big Bend Integrated Resource Plan was approved in 1985. Implementation of the Big Bend Sub- 
Regional IRP (1985) resulted in re-alignment of the GreedWhite Area boundary with a resulting increase in 
the size of the White Area. The general management intent for the White Area has been to integrate 
agricultural uses with conservation of the wildlife resources and provide opportunities for other resource 
activities based on sustainable environmental practices. In recent years, it has been recognized that the land 
should be viewed in its entirety rather than each part in isolation. It is managed for various uses including 
agriculture, recreation, soil and water conservation, timber production, watershed and fish and wildlife 
habitat. 

The Public Lands Branch of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development (AFRD), along with Alberta 
Environment, Land and Forest Service (LFS), Natural Resources Service (NRS) and Environmental Service 
(ES) and the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River are undertaking the Smith Hondo Plan together with 
representatives of key public groups. 

These agencies will work, in consultation with key public stakeholder groups, to develop a land use strategy 
for public land in the Smith Hondo Local Plan (SHP) area. The local plan will be the implementation 
document for a segment of the Big Bend Subregional IRP. It will identify and incorporate community 
values and government's policy for the allocation, use and management of public lands and resources within 
the planning area. The land use plan will be mapped at a 1:50,000 scale and will be based on existing 
detailed biophysical inventories. 

GOAL 

To develop a Plan that will be used as a management tool for the "best use" of public land in the White 
Area, that will identify goals and indicators for the desired sustainable resource use, and strategies used to 
achieve these goals. These will be based on a balance of community, economy and environmental values 
that will be obtained through a public consultation/participation process and through a technical review of 
biophysical land characteristics. 



OBJECTIVES 

The plan will provide a strategy for the "best use" of vacant public land and will include some or all of the 
following: 

Identification of lands suitable for agricultural expansion. 

Identification of lands with important timber resources. 

Identification of functional ecosystems associated with watercourses, water bodies and 
wetland complexes (sensitive landforms such as steep valleys, sand duneljack pine complexes 
and wetland complexes). 

Identification of lands containing important fish and wildlife habitat. 

Identification of lands contributing to recreational use and tourism potential. 

A recommendation on "best use" for public lands in the planning area. 

A comprehensive plan for implementation of decision. 

PLANNING AREA 

The Smith Hondo Local Plan will include an area within the Big Bend Subregional Integrated Resource Plan 
(IRP) located North of Township 67 and south of Township 72, south of Paul Lake (see Figure 1). The 
principal communities within the planning area are Smith and Hondo. The plan will apply only to public 
land within the White Area. 

The planning area is located within the Central Mixedwood Subregion of the Boreal Forest Natural Region 
of Alberta (Natural Regions Report No. 1, Government of Alberta). Deciduous forests dominated by aspen 
and balsam poplar represent the reference vegetation. These aspen forests occur in both pure and mixed 
stands. Successionally, these forests are replaced, in time, by white spruce and balsam fir, which becomes 
the climax species on upland sites. Dry, sandy uplands are usually occupied by jack pine forests. Peatlands 
are occupied mainly by black spruce. Black spruce bogs and marshes are major components of the Boreal 
Forest Natural Region. The dominant soil identified in the area is Gray Luvisol, although Brunisols and 
Gleysols are also present in the area. 



Figure 1: Smith Hondo Local Plan Area Map 
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PLANNING PROCESS 

This planning process will involve the identification, prioritization and analysis of values, issues and 
concerns. It will define the strategies to achieve the goals and to resolve outstanding issues andlor concerns. 
The local plan will follow the Integrated Resource Management process, a process that uses a balance of 
community, economy and environment issues and values in the development of the plaa. Figure 2 details 
how the balance of the three values and issues is achieved. 

Figure 2: Integrated Resource Management Process 

/ Economy / \ Environment 1 

Smith Hondo Local Plan 
\ (Integrated Resource Management) < 

The Integrated Resource Management (IRM) planning process includes five phases: preparation, planning, 
implementation, assessment and review. The process starts by defining the planning area, identifying the 
values ... and on through the cycle a s  shown in Figure 3. 



Figure 3: Integrated Resource Management Planning Process 
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Area residents, industry and stakeholders with community, economic and environmental interests will be 
asked to be involved in two levels of the public consultation process. Public consultation will include 
inviting representatives from stakeholder groups and local individuals to be members of the Coordination 
Group. This will allow direct input into the planning and the decision making process. Public consultation 
will also include a broader form of public involvement through a Public Communication Process for the 
community at large. They will be asked to provide input, review, influence, and critique the interim and 
final products of the planning process through opportunities such as workshops and submission of written 
reviews and surveys. 

Considerations for the plan will include the bio-physical capability of the land and the long term 
sustainability and conservation of other resources including fish and wildlife populations and their habitat, 
timber, watershed, and the presence of sensitive landforms. Available inventory data may be utilized 
including: 

- Land ownership (public and private land) 
- Surface materials 
- Existing oil and gas dispositions in the area. 
- Existing agricultural lease dispositions 
- Crown reservations and notations 
- Soils 
- Agricultural capability ratings 
- Timber cover types 
- Fish and wildlife habitat 
- Ecological resources 
- Local knowledge of historical land access (e.g. Chisolm-Hondo) 



PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Public consultation will be utilized throughout the planning process to create a plan with goals and 
indicators for desired sustainable resource use that considers community interests, economy and the 
environment. The purpose of public consultation will be: 

To identify and understand the perspectives and concerns of citizens and communities in the planning 
area. 

To promote awareness and understanding with the general public by creating opportunities to learn about 
and participate in the public involvement process. 

To obtain advice and input which will expand the information and the options upon which decisions are 
based. 

To identify (anticipate potential problems) and address problems, before conflicts arise, through ongoing 
public consultation. 

To maximize the benefits and minimize the costs of proposed changes by consulting citizens and 
communities. 

The desired outcomes of the local plan are: 

Consideration of community concerns in resource use, land use, and environmental 
management decisions. 

Continual involvement of community/stakeholders throughout the planning process 

Identification of planning priorities. 

Increased certainty and direction with respect to the conservation, management, protection and 
development of the planning area's natural resources. 

Honoring existing use, as long as proper management is being practiced. 

Enhanced communication and co-operation among industries, communities and government. 

Understanding of the community, economic and environment "trade offs" important for decision making 
within the plan area. 



PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

The administrative procedure and mechanism required for plan development, management, implementation, 
review and monitoring are outlined in this section. 

Northeast Boreal Environmental Resource Committee (ERC) 

The Northeast Boreal ERC will support the development of the Smith Hondo Local Plan. The Committee 
includes the directors and membership from Alberta Environment, Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development (AFRD), Alberta Resource Development and Alberta Economic Development. 

The ERC is the final approval authority for the Smith Hondo Local Plan. Gerry Dube (Head, Public Lands) 
and Noel St. Jean (Senior Planner) will transmit the final product to the ERC. 

The MLA (s) for the area will be kept informed about the process through communications with the 
Coordination Group. 

Smith Hondo Coordination Group 

The Coordination Group for the Smith Hondo local plan will facilitate the public consultation process and be 
responsible for developing a plan based on the values and goals obtained from the Public Communication 
Process and from technical advice provided by the Technical Advisory Team. The Coordination Group will 
receive and incorporate technical advice and community, economic and environmental values into a 
comprehensive land use plan. 

The Group will include three area managers (from Public Lands, LFS, and NRS), a Coordination Group 
Leader (Lead Planner (ES)), a representative from the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River and a 
maximum of 8 Stakeholder representatives. The stakeholders in the Coordination Group will bring the 
community, economic and environmental values to the planning table and they will be involved in the 
decisions made during the planning process. 

Technical Advisory Team 

The Technical Advisory Team will provide land use recommendations to the Coordination Group, based on 
the biophysical characteristics of the land to the Coordination Group. Information will be passed from the 
Technical Advisory Team Leader to the Coordination Group Leader. There may be some communication 
between the Technical Advisory Team and the public but the main responsibility for the Public 
Communication Process will be with the Coordination Group. The Technical Advisory Team will work 
independently from the Coordination Group, but will be expected to participate and provide information and 
input at the public sessions. 

The Team will include representatives from LFS, NRS, AFRD (Public Lands), Agricultural Service Board, 
and the M.D. of Lesser Slave River. The Team Leader is from Environmental Service (AENV). Extended 
team members will include NRS-Parks, Resource Development and others as required. 

Technical Advisory Team recommendations will be defensible and justifiable based on biophysical 
characteristics of each parcel of land. 



Public Communication Process 

Individuals, organizations, public at large and industries with an interest in the planning area will be asked to 
review, influence, critique and support the interim and final products of the planning process through 
opportunities such as workshops and submission of written comments. 

The Public Communication Process will provide information on community, economic, environmental, and 
land use values to the Coordination Group. There may be some communication between the Technical 
Advisory Team and the public but most will be with the Coordination Group. 

Communications 

Public Communications for all groups will be handled through Environmental Service. The Community 
Relations Advisor will aid in the writing of articles, news releases, setting up workshops, surveys, etc. 



PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

$ Gerry Dube 
(AFRD), Doug Slatnik 
(NRS), Bruce Mayer 

Figure 4: & Implementation Structure 
Northeast Boreal ERC 

Coordination Group 
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Technical Advisory Team Public Communication Process 
Includes LFS, NRS, AFRD, ES, Agricultural Service - - - - - - -  Includes general Stakeholders and representatives of 
Board, M.D. of Lesser Slave River and team leader Stakeholder groups and includes members of the 

Will provide best land use recommendations based I public 

on biophysical characteristics to the Coordination Social, economic and environmental values 
Group. Consultation via workshops, open houses, surveys, 

meetings, news articles and letters. 



PLANNING SCHEDULE 

* The tentative scheduling for the planning process is: 
* 
'co 1) Draft Terms of Reference; Public Consultation Strategy - Northeast Boreal Environmental Resource 
w Committee (ERC) review and approval. (April 2000) 
w 

2) Public announcement of the Smith Hondo Local Plan. (April 2000) 
0 

3) Information meetings and open houses with the stakeholders and public to assist the Coordination 
* Group in finalizing terms of reference. (April - May 2000) 

II 

w 4) Technical Advisory Team to gather data and develop objectives and best management practices. 
w (Provided to Coordination Group January 3 1,2001) 

v 
0 5) Coordination Group compiles Draft Plan (objectives and management practices). (Completed March 30, - 2001) 

'(I 

6 )  Public meeting to review the Draft Plan and provide input. (April 2001) * 
7) Coordination Group will review and finalize draft based on public input. (May 2001) 

w 

8) Public meeting to review Final Plan. (May-June 2001) 
w 

9) Northeast Boreal ERC reviews and endorse Final Plan of the Smith Hondo Local Plan. (June 27, 2001) - - 10) Implementation of local plan. This will primarily be the responsibility of AF&RD with assistance of 
'II Alberta Environment and other government agencies as needed. 
Q 

11) Assessment and review of implementation with community and stakeholders. This will be an on-going 
w process (5-year review period as part of planning process). 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Goal: A broad, general statement that describes a desired state or condition related to one or more 0 

values. 9 

Indicator: A measurable variable used to report progress toward the achievement of a goal. 

Objective: A clear, specific statement of expected quantifiable results to be achieved within a defined 9 

period of time related to one or more goals; commonly stated as a desired level of an 0 

indicator. W 
e 

Planning: The organized process of identifying procedures and activities to be undertaken to achieve 119 
specific goals. W 

w 
Practice: An on the ground activity designed to achieve an objective 9 

(Ols 

Stakeholder: Any individual, organization and /or businesses with an interest in the proposed 0 
planning area. W 

Value: A principle, standard, or quality considered worthwhile or desirable. 
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Coordination Group 

Stakeholder Representatives 

Arvilla Sloan 

Butch Graling 

Denis Labonte 

Ed Yoder 

Greg Clegg 

Jim McConnell 

Leo Raessler 

Lou Foley 

Government Representatives 

Noel St.Jean 
Team Leader 
Senior Planner 
Environmental Service 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
Box 10 19, Provincial Building 
9503 Beaverhill Road 
Lac La Biche, AB TOA 2C0 

PLANNING TEAM 

Arvilla.Sloan@,gov.ab.ca Ph: 849-5233 
Ph: 849-7354 (Work) 
Fx: 849-7356 

Ph: 829-3950 
Fx: 829-2512 

Ph: 829-3629 (Evening) 
Ph: 805-3725 (Work) 
Ph: 849-0372 (Cell) 
Fx: 849-2426 

Ph: 829-3787 
Fx: 829-3787 

Ph: 460-6728 (Work;31) 
Ph: 910-8553 (Cell) 
Fx: 460-6724 

Ph: 829-3890 
Ph: 849-1246 (Cell) 
Fx: 829-2066 

cgislv@telusplanet.net Ph: 829-2292 
Ph: 849-5580 (Work) 
Fx: 849-5221 

lfoley@,vanderwell.com Ph: 829-2053 
Ph: 805-3066 (Work) 
Ph: 849-7881 (Cell) 
Fx: 849-2530 

Ph: 623-5256 
Fx: 623-5239 



Gerry Dube gerrv.dube0,aaric.aov.ab.ca Ph: 674-8264 
Liason ERC Fx: 674-8309 
Public Lands Division 
Regional Branch Manager 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development 
6203 4 9  Street 
Box 4534, Provincial Building 
Barrhead, AB 
T7N 1A4 

Doug Slatnik 
Area Manager 
Natural Resources Service 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
Box 1019, Provincial Building 
9503 Beaverhill Road 
Lac La Biche, AB 
TOA 2C0 

Bruce Mayer 
Area Manager 
Land and Forest Service 
Athabasca Forest Area 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
4901 - 50 Street, Provincial Building 
Athabasca, AB 
T9S 1E2 

Dwayne Kerik 
Councillor 
M.D 124 (Lesser Slave River) 
General Delivery 
Flatbush, AB 
TOG OZO 

Technical Advisory Team 

Lori Adams lori.adams@aov.ab.ca 
Team Leader 
Regional Resource Coordinator 
Environmental Service 
Alberta Environment 
Box 1019, Provincial Building 
9503 Beaverhill Road 
Lac La Biche, AB 
TOA 2C0 

Ph: 623-5436 
Fx: 623-5239 

Ph: 675-8168 
Fx: 675-8165 

Res: 681-2254 
Fax: 681-2299 

Ph: 623-5484 
Fx: 623-5239 



Anne Hubbs 
Wildlife Biologist 
Natural Resources Service 
Northeast Boreal Region 
4901 50 Street 
Athabasca, AB 
T9S 1E2 

Ph: 675-2419 
Fx: 675-4710 

Brian Bonik brian.bonik@,aaric.gov.ab.ca Ph: 674-8231 
Public Land Specialist Fx: 674-8382 
Public Lands Division 
Northwest Region 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development 
6203 -49 Street 
Box 4534, Provincial Building 
Barrhead, AB 
T7N 1A4 

Bill (William) Black 
Land Management Specialist 
Land and Forest Service 
Athabasca Forest Area 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
4901 - 50 Street, Provincial Building 
Athabasca, AB 
T9S 1E2 

william.black@~ov.ab.ca Ph: 675-8168 
Fx: 675-8165 

Christine Found christine.found@aov.ab.ca Ph: 623-5475 
Wildlife Biologist Fx: 623-5360 
Natural Resources Service 
Regional Office 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
Box 10 19, Provincial Building 
9503 Beaverhill Road 
Lac La Biche, AB 
TOA 2C0 

Jack Ramme jramrne@,telusplanet.net Ph: 849-4888 
CAO Fx: 849-4939 
M.D of Lesser Slave River No. 124 
Box 722 
Slave Lake, AB 
TOG 2A0 



Russ Jassman 
Director of Agricultural Services 
Agriculture Service Board 
M.D. of Lesser Slave River No. 124 
Box 93 
Flatbush, AB 
TOG OZO 

*Kevin Williams 
(Specialist) 
Planner 
Mineral Operations Division 
Mineral Access, Geology & Mapping 
Alberta Resource Development 
4~ Floor, North Petroleum Plaza 
9945 - 108 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
T5K 2G6 

*Jennifer Gammon 
(Specialist) 
Planner 
Natural Resources Service - Parks 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
Box 1019, Provincial Building 
9503 Beaverhill Road 
Lac La Biche, AB 
TOA 2C0 

md124aasb@telusplanet.net Ph: 681-3929 
Fx: 681-3936 

kevin.williams@,gov.ab.ca Ph: 422-9468 
Fx: 422-3044 

Jennifer. Gammon@,gov.ab.ca Ph: 623-5333 
Fx: 623-5239 

Communications, Media, Public Relations Advisor 

Joe Prusak ioe.prusak@,gov.ab.ca 
Community Relations 
Environmental Service 
Northeast Boreal Region 
Alberta Environment 
Box 101 9, Provincial Building 
9503 Beaverhill Road 
Lac La Biche, AB 
TOA 2C0 

Ph: 623-5488 
Fx: 623-5239 
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