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Introduction 
Under the Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement Act (EPEA), some projects 
require an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) report to fully examine 
the environmental, social and health 
consequences of the project.  The 
Environmental Assessment (Mandatory and 
Exempted Activities) Regulation contains 
two lists; activities for which an EIA report 
is mandatory; and activities which are 
exempt from requiring an EIA report. 

Activities not specifically listed in the 
Regulation are called discretionary1.  For 
those discretionary activities that may 
warrant an EIA report, the Environmental 
Assessment Director2 (the Director) will 
determine the need for an EIA report based 
in part on information provided by the 
Proponent. 

To start the decision process, the Director 
will ask the Proponent for some basic 
information about the Project by requesting 
the Proponent to complete a Project 
Summary Table.  The Director may be able 

                                                 
1 For information on the process for discretionary 
Environmental Assessments see EA Guide 2008-1 
Alberta’s Environmental Assessment Process
2 An Alberta Environment employee appointed by 
Ministerial Order to make decisions under Part 2, 
Division 1 of the Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement Act. 

to make a decision that no EIA report is 
required based on the Proponent’s Project 
Summary Table. 

Where the Director is unable to make a 
decision based on the initial information 
from the proponent, the Director may 
engage the environmental assessment 
screening process outlined in s. 44 and 45 of 
EPEA.  This process includes the provision 
of a Disclosure Document. 

The objective of this Guide is to outline the 
information that the Director is likely to 
require in the Disclosure Document.  The 
Director will inform the Proponent of any 
additional information required based on the 
proposed project and its location. 

Disclosure Document Content 
The information required by the Director 
and the public is contained in a Disclosure 
Document (EPEA s. 44(1)).  This 
information must be detailed enough to 
allow an understanding of how the project 
will affect the environment, people and 
other industrial developments in the area. 

General Information 
Identify the Proponent and provide an 
overview of the full nature and scope of the 
project. 

1. Provide the name of the Proponent 
and a person(s) designated as a 
contact for information about the 
proposed project. 
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2. Provide the address, telephone 

number and website that the public 
can use to contact the Proponent 
and/or get information about the 
proposed project. 

3. Describe the proposed project, its 
purpose, the scope of proposed and 
future development, and the phasing 
of development. 

4. Discuss the Proponent’s certainty 
about the proposed project and 
factors that may influence 
uncertainty about future 
development. 

5. Provide the legal land description for 
the proposed project with maps3 at 
appropriate scales showing: 
a. the proposed development site 

boundaries, 
b. municipal boundaries, 
c. the regional setting of the 

development, 
d. major existing infrastructure, 

neighbouring land uses and 
developments, 

e. communities, First Nation 
reserves and aboriginal 
communities, and 

f. any significant environmental 
features (e.g., watercourses, 
water bodies, protected areas). 

6. Provide the current and proposed 
ownership of the land for the 
proposed project and the name of the 
local authority (city, town, Municipal 
District, County, etc.). 

7. Discuss other activities in the area 
that may interact with the proposed 
project. 

                                                 
3 Proponents are encouraged to use photographs and 
air photos to show the project setting. 

Regulatory Requirements 
1. Describe the provincial regulatory 

authorizations that may be required 
for the proposed project by: 
a. Alberta Environment; 
b. Alberta Sustainable Resource 

Development; 
c. Alberta Culture and Community 

Spirit; 
d. Alberta Utilities Commission; 
e. Energy Resources Conservation 

Board; and 
f. Natural Resources Conservation 

Board. 
2. Describe any constraints to project 

development identified in any 
applicable Regional Plan authorized 
by the Alberta Land Stewardship Act  
or any Management Frameworks 
established by Alberta Environment. 

3. Describe the federal regulatory 
authorizations that may be required 
for the proposed project by: 
a. Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans; and 
b. Transport Canada. 

4. Describe any authorizations required 
by the applicable local authority 
(e.g., zoning, Development Permit). 

Project Description 
Identify the basic features of the proposed 
project, its location, size, and if appropriate, 
the intended process technology. 

1. Provide a site plan of the proposed 
project illustrating: 
a. the location of any existing 

buildings and facilities, 
b. the location of the proposed 

project components, 
c. the location of any infrastructure 

required to service the proposed 
project including utilities, rail 
and road access, 
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d. the location of proposed 

reclamation material storage 
stockpiles, and 

e. the location of lands associated 
with the proposed project that are 
not intended to be developed. 

2. Discuss the probable components of 
the proposed project, production 
processes, technology and the 
capacity of the respective production 
processes.  Where appropriate, 
provide schematic diagrams. 

3. Describe any product storage 
requirements and the proposed 
methods to ship product to market.  
Identify the expected number of trips 
per unit time (e.g., day, week, or 
month) if product is shipped via rail 
or road. 

4. Identify the source(s) of thermal 
energy and electric power for the 
proposed project. 

5. Provide the expected volume of 
water required for the proposed 
project and probable sources and 
availability. 

6. Estimate the types of solid waste, 
liquid effluent and gaseous emissions 
expected from the proposed project, 
and plans for their treatment and 
disposal. 

Environmental Information 
Describe the environmental setting and 
potential changes to it that may occur as a 
result of the proposed project and in 
combination with other activities. 

1. Provide a brief description of the 
biophysical setting for the site with 
regard to air quality, soil, 
topography, vegetation, wildlife, 
surface waters and groundwater. 

2. Identify those features of the 
proposed project having implications 
for environmental protection. 

3. Discuss the possible environmental 
effects due to development, 
including the proposed project and 
other types of activities and 
developments that are reasonably 
expected to occur, and briefly 
discuss the plans to address the 
possible effects. 

4. Describe the intended post-
development land use(s) and outline 
the reclamation methods to be used 
to achieve the intended land use(s). 

5. Describe proposed project-specific 
environmental monitoring that the 
Proponent intends to undertake. 

6. Describe any local or regional 
monitoring or research initiatives the 
proponent intends to participate in. 

Community Information 
1. Identify (name, distance from 

project) the nearest community(ies), 
nearest First Nations reserve(s) and 
aboriginal community(ies). 

2. Identify the nearest public highway 
that will be used by the project and 
any upgrades to the public highway 
required to support project 
development. 

3. Provide a schedule for the proposed 
project, including an estimate for the 
start and completion of construction 
and the expected lifespan. 

4. Provide an estimate of the number of 
construction and operational 
employees. 

5. Indicate if there will be any need for 
on-site or off-site construction or 
operations camps, their location and 
the length of time they will be 
required. 

6. Briefly describe the proposed 
Emergency Response Plan and the 
nature of events that would trigger 
implementation of the plan. 
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7. Describe and discuss any 

consultation the Proponent has 
undertaken with the public, 
aboriginal communities and groups, 
and special interest groups to advise 
them of the proposed project, to 
identify issues raised by those groups 
and to address those issues. 

Citation 
This report may be cited as: Preparation of 
Disclosure Documents for Environmental 
Assessment Screenings.  Alberta 
Environment, Environmental Assessment 
Program, Edmonton, Alberta. 
EA Guide 2010-1.  4 pp. 

This Guide replaces Preparation of 
Disclosure Documents – Guide 1, 
November 2005. 

Environmental Assessment 
Contacts 
Further information about Alberta’s 
Environmental Assessment process can be 
obtained from: 

Environmental Assessment Team 
Alberta Environment 
111 Twin Atria 
4999 – 98 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6B 2X3 

Phone: (780) 427-5828 
Fax: (780) 427-9102 

Email:environmental.assessment@gov.ab.ca 

Website: 
http://www.environment.alberta.ca/1274.ht
ml  

or from the nearest Alberta Environment 
Regional Office. 

Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency Contact 
Information 
Information about the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment process can be 
obtained from: 

Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency 
Alberta and Northwest Territories Office 
61 Airport Road NW 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5G 0W6 

Phone: (780) 495-2037 
Fax: (780) 495-2876 

Email: ceaa.alberta@ceaa-acee.gc.ca

Website: http://www.ceaa.gc.ca  
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