Alberta Crop Report

Crop Conditions as of June 23, 2015 - Abbreviated Report

Most of the province received isolated rain showers over the past week, which helped previously dry areas and somewhat
alleviated moisture stress. However, soil moisture conditions still remain very dry. Areas with recent rains (upwards of
40 mm) include western parts of the Southern, Central and North West Regions, stretching as far south as M.D. of
Foothills and north up to Woodlands County. The most precipitation was received in southern part of the Peace Region
(upwards of 120 mm) and eastern part of the North East regions (upwards of 80 mm). The few areas missed by the recent
rain included the northern Peace Region, parts of the North East Region and across southern parts of the Southern Region.

Surface soil moisture conditions are on par with last week despite the recent rain. Provincially, surface soil moisture
conditions are rated as 30 per cent poor, 41 per cent fair, 26 per cent good and three per cent excellent (see Table 1). Dry
spring conditions have left little soil moisture reserves, making timely rains critical to enhance crop, hay and pasture
development.

Provincially, crop growing conditions did not changed significantly from last week and are rated as 18 per cent poor, 44
per cent fair, 35 per cent good and three per cent excellent. Field crops continue to be affected by the dry spring
conditions. Wheat is rated as 15 per cent poor, 42 per cent fair, 39 per cent good and four per cent excellent and canola is
at 25 per cent poor, 44 per cent fair, 28 per cent good and three per cent excellent. Grasshoppers are becoming an issue in
a few areas of the North West and Peace Regions.

Tame hay and pasture crops are showing the full effects of the dry conditions. Although, improved marginally from a
week ago, hay and pasture crops are now reported as 46 per cent poor, 35 per cent fair, 18 per cent good, and one per cent
excellent. Some producers will be looking at grazing their tame hay, as they run out of pasture. Rainfall is still needed to
help with tame hay and pasture development.

Table 1: Estimates of Surface Soil Moisture Conditions, Alberta

Poor Fair Good Excellent Excessive
As of June 23, 2015
Southern 32.4% 36.6% 29.5% 1.6% 0.0%
Central 24.1% 49.1% 26.8% 0.0% 0.0%
North East 28.1% 49.6% 22.3% 0.0% 0.0%
North West 65.4% 31.1% 3.6% 0.0% 0.0%
Peace 8.5% 28.5% 45.4% 16.5% 1.2%
Alberta 29.5% 41.1% 26.5% 2.7% 0.2%
As of June 16, 2015
Alberta 30.0% 41.8% 25.7% 2.5% 0.0%
Table 2: Estimates of Crop Conditions, Alberta
% Rating of Good/Excellent A
Southern  Central North East North West ~ Peace Alberta
As of June 23, 2015 Jene 23, 2015

SpringWheat  51.2% 29.8%  51.0% 175% 465% 42.9% Rl 15 15612013 Nl
Barley 515% 32.5%  438%  12.9% 41.9% 39.2% ceep . s B
Oats 52.6%  31.9% 49.6% 13.9% 42.3% 35.8% — (ol oy
Canola 474% 242%  350% 11.4% 323% 31.4% — O
Dry Peas 52.7%  38.3% 62.3% 16.2% 56.5% 50.7%
All Crops 50.4% 29.1%  43.6% 13.7% 39.3% 38.2%

As of June 16, 2015 ) ]
Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen, staff of AFSC and the Alberta Ag-Info Centre for
Alberta 60.6% 25.3% 41.8% 16.1% 43.0% 41.0% their partnership and contribution to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program.

Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry The precipitation map is compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Environmental
Stewardship Division, Technology and Innovation Branch.
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REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS:
The 2015 Alberta Crop Report Series continues to provide summaries for the following five regions:

Region One: Southern (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost)

o Isolated showers provided some relief from dry conditions, although it was not enough to improve the
surface soil moisture or crop, hay and pasture development. Some areas are reporting stressed crops,
hay and pasture and are in need of more precipitation.

e Surface soil moisture conditions continue to decline, down three per cent from a week ago, and are
now rated as 69 per cent poor to fair.

o Regionally, between 47 and 53 per cent of spring wheat, barley, oats, canola, and dry peas are in good
to excellent condition.

e Pasture conditions have declined by 10 per cent from last week, with 73 per cent reported as poor to
fair, and same ratings reported for tame hay.

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen)

e Varying amounts of rain (upwards of 50 mm in Clearwater County) this past week helped replenish
soil moisture. However, additional rain is needed to help crops, hay and pasture develop.

e Due to the recent rain, surface soil moisture conditions improved by six per cent from a week ago, and
are now rated as 73 per cent poor to fair.

o Regionally, between 30 and 38 per cent of spring wheat, barley, oats and dry peas are in good to
excellent condition, while canola is at 24 per cent.

e Pasture conditions are on par with last week, and are now reported as 86 per cent poor to fair, with the
same ratings reported for tame hay. Some producers will be looking at grazing their tame hay.

Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost)

e Scattered localized showers occurred mostly in the eastern parts of the region (upwards of 80 mm in
County of Minburn), with moderate effect on soil moisture conditions. Some areas are reporting
stressed crops, hay and pasture, and are in need of more rain.

e Surface soil moisture conditions improved three per cent from a week ago, and are now rated as 78 per
cent poor to fair.

e About 44 to 51 per cent of spring wheat, barley, and oats are in good to excellent condition, while
canola is at 35 per cent.

e Pasture conditions have not changed from the previous week, and are reported as 92 per cent poor to
fair, with similar ratings reported for tame hay.

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca)

e Localized showers and thundershowers have done little to improve crops during the past week.
Grasshoppers are becoming an issue in a few areas.

e Overall, surface moisture conditions are rated as 96 per cent poor to fair, compared to 92 per cent a
week ago.

e Regionally, between 11 and 18 per cent of spring wheat, barley, oats, canola and dry peas are in good
to excellent condition.

e Pasture conditions remain unchanged from a week ago, and are reported as 97 per cent poor to fair,
with similar ratings reported for tame hay. Some producers are cutting hay with the hope that
removing the crop will generate regrowth, if more rain does come.

Region Five: Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview)

e Localized rainfall was received in the southern part of this region (upwards of 120 mm). The northern
part of the region is very dry and received less than 30 mm of precipitation since April 1 of this year.

e  Surface soil moisture conditions are on par with last week and are rated as 62 per cent good to
excellent.

o Regionally, between 42 and 47 per cent of spring wheat, barley and oats are in good to excellent
condition, while canola is at 32 per cent.

e Pasture conditions have declined three per cent from last week, and are reported as 52 per cent poor to
fair, while tame hay is at 56 per cent.
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