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Crop Conditions as of August 30, 2022 (Abbreviated) 

Seventy per cent of major crops are standing, 17 per cent have been combined and 13 per cent are in the swath.  

Combining ranges from 64 per cent complete for dry peas to one per cent for canola. Harvest progress relative to normal 

in the season has advanced from this time last week, although some significant rains in the South have delayed harvest 

regionally. Last week, combining of major crops was seven per cent complete and behind long-term normal; whereas, this 

week combining of major crops is 17 per cent complete and ahead of the 14 per cent 10-year average. Thirty percent of 

major crops are either swathed or combined and that is exactly in line with the 10-year average for major crops. 

Table 1: Estimates of Crop Harvest Progress as of August 30, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: AFRED/AFSC Crop Reporting 

Survey 

 

Both surface and sub-surface moisture levels have been downgraded throughout August and are now below historical 

norms. Fifty-seven per cent of the province is now rated as poor or fair surface soil moisture ratings. Pasture and hayland 

both are now rated more as poor or fair with continuing drying conditions through late summer. Seventy per cent of 

pasture growth and 63 per cent of tame hay growth is now rated as poor or fair.    

 Table 2: Alberta Surface Soil Moisture Ratings as of August 30, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: AFRED/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 
 

There are no yield indices to report this week and they will be updated in next week’s crop report. Four maps below help 

summarize the growing season to date and suggest the above average yield indices reported in last week’s crop report 

could be largely attributed to June growing conditions. The top left map highlights a very cool and extended spring across 

the province, whereas the top right map shows July and August at hotter than normal temperatures. The bottom two 

maps show average June temperatures (bottom left) and well above average June precipitation (bottom right). June’s 

significant rainfalls with seasonally average temperatures is when crops and forages that were then stressed and delayed 

  Per cent of Crops Combined 

South Central N East N West Peace Alberta 

Spring Wheat 39.6% 13.0% 3.3% 13.9% 4.3% 15.9% 

Barley 57.3% 37.2% 7.0% 13.1% 5.7% 32.6% 

Oats 51.4% 18.3% 1.3% 4.4% 1.9% 7.3% 

Canola 4.8% 0.7% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 1.1% 

Dry Peas 85.2% 76.9% 62.8% 53.0% 20.5% 64.1% 

Major Crops (), Aug 30 38.9% 18.5% 5.4% 9.2% 4.0% 16.7% 

Major Crops (), Aug 23 17.4% 6.9% 1.8% 1.4% 0.8% 6.5% 

Major, Last Year 43.5% 27.5% 16.1% 22.8% 17.0% 26.2% 

5-yr (2016-2020) Avg 33.3% 11.7% 5.1% 4.5% 4.7% 13.3% 

10-yr (2011-2020) Avg 31.1% 9.9% 7.1% 5.7% 11.4% 13.7% 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Excessive 

South 16.4% 52.1% 31.3% 0.3% 0.0% 

Central 9.2% 37.9% 49.6% 3.3% 0.0% 

North East 17.2% 36.8% 43.1% 2.7% 0.1% 

North West 13.9% 31.0% 43.7% 11.4% 0.0% 

Peace 37.2% 24.6% 38.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

Province 16.4% 40.1% 40.8% 2.7% 0.0% 

5-year (2017-2021) Avg 21.3% 26.9% 35.8% 13.1% 2.9% 

10-year (2012-2021) Avg 15.7% 26.3% 41.5% 14.4% 2.1% 
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from previous drought conditions and a cold 2022 spring finally caught up to long-term averages. For 2022, June was the 

month that delivered on precipitation and temperature to allow crops and forage land to accelerate to the favorable yield 

expectations that were reported in last week’s report. 

Maps below: 

 Top left - COLD SPRING showing cool to coldest (once in >50 years) spring temperatures  

 Top right – HOT LATE SUMMER showing mostly moderately warm to warmest (once in >50 years) late summer temperatures  

 Bottom left – AVERAGE JUNE TEMPERATURES showing June temperatures mostly near normal or moderately warm  

 Bottom right – JUNE PRECIPITATION showing much of the province high to wettest (once in >50 years) June precipitation  
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Regional Assessments: 

Region One: South (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost) 

 Major crops are 49 per cent swathed or combined, modestly ahead of 10-year average of 47 per cent.  

 Showers and even some localized significant rains slowed harvest in the last week, but minimally as dry soils quickly 

absorbed rain and harvest resumed. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 16 (44) per cent poor, 52 (41) per cent 

fair, 31 (15) per cent good and 0 (0) per cent excellent. 

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen) 

 Major crops are 30 per cent swathed or combined, modestly ahead of 10-year average of 25 per cent.  

 Harvest is progressing rapidly with only small scattered showers. Crop reporters’ commentary highlight early yields off 

the combine that are better than many expected.  

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as nine (12) per cent poor, 38 (35) per 

cent fair, 50 (47) per cent good and three (six) per cent excellent. 

Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost) 

 Major crops are 24 per cent swathed or combined, very much in line with 10-year average of 25 per cent.  

 32 per cent of canola is in the swath, which is notably higher than any other region.  Minimal rain reported this week 

and hot, dry conditions largely through the region.  Pasture and hay crops are reported as rapidly drying. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 17 (19) per cent poor, 37 (33) per cent 

fair, 43 (45) per cent good and three (three) per cent excellent. 

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca) 

 Major crops are 24 per cent swathed or combined and ahead of 10-year average of 19 per cent.  

 Hot, dry, windy conditions reported with little precipitation. Pastures are reported in increasingly poorer conditions. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 14 (three) per cent poor, 31 (25) per 

cent fair, 44 (63) per cent good and 11 (nine) per cent excellent. 

Region Five: Peace (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview) 

 Major crops are 16 per cent swathed or combined, behind the 10-year average of 31 per cent. The Peace is the only 

region that is behind in both combining (four per cent) and swathing (12 per cent) relative to 10-year averages (11 

and 19 per cent respectively). Dry peas is the only crop with any significantly combine progress. 

 Some meaningful rainfall reported throughout the region and a later harvest is expected due to late spring seeding 

dates. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 37 (24) per cent poor, 25 (32) per cent 

fair, 38 (45) per cent good and zero (zero) per cent excellent. 
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