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Crop Conditions as of August 23, 2022 
 

This week’s crop report is the first of the growing season with harvest progress reporting. While the key messaging from 

crop reporters continue to highlight above average yield expectations and above average growing conditions, they also 

note rapidly decreasing soil moisture through August.  

As at August 23, 88 per cent of all crops across the province are still standing compared to a five-year average of 86 per 

cent. Four per cent of crops are in the swath (five percent on five-year average) and eight per cent is combined (10 per 

cent on five-year average). Despite the South region completing seeding much earlier than normal this spring, combining 

is not starting with that same relatively early timeframe. While still very early, canola is only four per cent in the swath 

compared to a 10-year average of 14 per cent for this time in the season.  

Growing conditions and dry land yield expectations both tell an optimistic story for harvest results. A yield index of 112 is 

expected across the province compared to the five-year average benchmark. Spring cereal and pulse yield expectations 

are all well above long-term averages. Oilseeds are also expected to yield above long-term normal, but by a much 

smaller margin. The Peace region has the highest yield index expectation of the province relative to regional long-term 

averages. The Northwest is the only region with yield expectations below the 10-year average, but very modestly at a 97 

yield index. Irrigated crop expectations are very consistent with long term averages, with the exception of lentils and 

chickpeas being well below normal expectations and flax being well above normal expectations.   

Sixty-nine per cent of all crops are rated as good or excellent growing conditions across the province. This is still ahead of 

five and 10-year averages (55 and 63 per cent respectively), but has deteriorated from 75 per cent just over one month 

ago on July 12. Potatoes, sugar beets and dry beans have a much higher percentage of the crop rated as poor relative to 

their respective normals, whereas spring cereals are now heavier weighted as excellent rating relative to normal.   

Table 1: Regional Crop Condition Ratings as of August 23, 2022 

 Per cent rated in Good to Excellent Condition 

South Central N East N West Peace Alberta 

Spring Wheat 54.0% 80.7% 85.5% 90.7% 68.2% 75.2% 

Durum Wheat 47.5% 33.3% -- -- -- 45.5% 

Barley 50.3% 85.3% 83.6% 80.7% 57.8% 70.9% 

Oats 53.8% 80.2% 88.5% 89.5% 59.6% 79.4% 

Canola 49.6% 69.6% 77.2% 72.5% 63.6% 67.5% 

Dry Peas 57.8% 76.7% 83.9% 58.1% 61.9% 67.1% 

Mustard 49.0% 33.8% -- -- -- 44.7% 

Flax 53.8% 79.8% 90.0% -- -- 64.9% 

Potatoes 65.0% 75.0% 100.0% 88.5% -- 66.9% 

Chickpeas 49.8% 31.4% -- -- -- 48.7% 

Sugar Beets 65.0% -- -- -- -- 65.0% 

All Crops, Aug 23 51.8% 75.6% 81.7% 80.0% 63.9% 68.9% 

Major Crops(), Aug 23 52.3% 77.7% 81.7% 79.9% 63.9% 71.0% 

All Crops, Aug 24, 2021 22.3% 18.4% 20.1% 18.7% 13.6% 19.4% 

5-year (2017-2021) Avg 46.3% 60.1% 64.6% 42.3% 57.0% 54.8% 

10-year (2012-2022) Avg 59.6% 65.7% 70.3% 57.6% 59.0% 63.3% 

Source: AFRED/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 
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Table 2: Dryland Yield Estimates as of August 23, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: AFRED/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 

The higher than average growing conditions and yield expectations for 

this year materialized after the heavy rainfall events in June that were 

so widespread across Alberta. June replenished surface soil moisture 

and accelerated crop growth and potential. However, over the last 

month a rapid reversal in that trend on soil moisture is reported and, as 

can be seen on the map to the right, very low sub-surface soil moisture 

levels are not offering much stockpile moisture or buffer to crops now 

that rains have been more limited. Across the province, 61 per cent of 

sub-surface soil moisture is rated as poor or fair, compared to 39 per 

cent on a 10-year average.    

 Table 3: Alberta Surface Soil Moisture Ratings at August 23, 2022 

 
Source: AFRED/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 
 

Grasshoppers and flea beetles are the key noted pests of concerns, although still both largely in the moderate rating.  In 

the South, grasshoppers are 38 per cent moderate or over threshold.  Flea beetles are three per cent over threshold in 

the Central region and lygus bugs are three per cent over threshold in the Peace.  

Dryland second-cut hay is averaging 1.2 t/acre, precisely in line with both the five and 10-year averages.  Irrigrated hay is 

slightly below five-year average (1.8) at 1.5 t/acre.  For growing conditions, both pasture and hay are more consistently 

rated as good or fair compared to the long-term averages, with much lower acreage of each poor or excellent compared 

to normal.  Pasture conditions are reported poorest in the South and highest in the North West. 

 

 

  Estimated Yield (bushel/acre) 

 South Central N East N West Peace Alberta 

Spring Wheat 43.3 60.6 54.2 53.0 53.5 53.2 

Barley 57.1 84.4 80.3 72.8 73.5 73.3 

Oats 56.5 82.8 95.2 88.6 82.1 86.9 

Canola 33.4 43.2 42.9 41.0 39.4 40.5 

Dry Peas 41.8 47.3 46.9 34.7 49.1 44.8 

5-year Yield Index  124 108 110 105 116 112 

10-year Yield Index 104 108 110 97 120 108 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Excessive 

South 34.8% 53.0% 12.1% 0% 0% 

Central 15.2% 36.0% 44.9% 3.7% 0% 

North East 18.9% 29.4% 44.3% 6.7% 0.8% 

North West 1.1% 22.6% 65.6% 10.8% 0% 

Peace 21.3% 34.5% 42.9% 1.3% 0% 

Province 20.5% 40.0% 35.2% 4.2% 0.2% 

5-year (2017-2021) Avg 21.4% 25.3% 35.0% 15.5% 2.8% 

10-year (2012-2021) Avg 14.8% 24.6% 42.0% 16.7% 1.9% 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2830245


 

The 2022 Alberta crop reporting series is available on the Internet at:  https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2830245                      3 

Regional Assessments: 

Region One: South (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost) 

 Current 10-year expected dryland yield index of 104 with 52 per cent of all crops rated good or excellent.  

 Hot, dry and windy conditions reported across the region. Grasshoppers are expanding with 38 per cent of land now 

rated as moderate or over threshold. Second-cut hay is rated as 77 per cent good or excellent and producing 1.2 

t/acre. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 35 (34) per cent poor, 53 (56) per cent 

fair, 12 (10) per cent good and zero (zero) per cent excellent. 

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen) 

 Current 10-year expected dryland yield index of 108 with 76 per cent of all crops rated good or excellent.  

 Hot and dry weather with rapidly maturing crops and some reports of localized hail damage. Second-cut hay is 

yielding 1.3 t/acre. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 15 (13) per cent poor, 36 (37) per cent 

fair, 45 (44) per cent good and 4 (6) per cent excellent. 

Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost) 

 Current 10-year expected dryland yield index of 110 with 82 per cent of all crops rated good or excellent.  

 Counties and MDs across the region are very consistent in reporting hot, dry conditions with rapidly drying soil and 

maturing crops. Second-cut hay is yielding 1.0 t/acre. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 17 (19) per cent poor, 31 (29) per cent 

fair, 45 (44) per cent good and 7 (7) per cent excellent. 

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca) 

 Current 10-year expected dryland yield index of 97 with 80 per cent of all crops rated good or excellent. This is the 

only region in the province with a long-term yield index below average. 

 Second-cut hay is being reported of very high quality but at only 1.0 t/acre. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 10 (1) per cent poor, 29 (23) percent 

fair, 45 (11) per cent good and 16 (11) per cent excellent. 

Region Five: Peace (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview) 

 Current 10-year expected dryland yield index of 120 with 64 per cent of all crops rated good or excellent. This is the 

highest expected relative yield of the province.  

 Some localized hail reported. Second-cut hay yielding 1.5 t/acre, the highest of the province. 

 Surface soil moisture conditions (sub-surface shown in brackets) are rated as 35 (21) per cent poor, 30 (35) per cent 

fair, 36 (43) per cent good and zero (one) per cent excellent. 
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