
What are management frameworks?

Management frameworks are a key approach to manage the
long term cumulative effects of development on the
environment at a regional level.They build on existing
environmental policy, legislation and regulation and provide an
understanding of the current state of the environment, as well
as emerging trends, challenges and opportunities. Each
management framework includes: desired regional objectives,
regional limits and triggers for key indicators (or plans to set
them), approaches/actions to achieve objectives, and an
approach to monitoring, evaluation, and reporting including how
to communicate the results to Albertans.

How were the frameworks developed?

The management frameworks were developed considering input
from stakeholders and the general public during the process of
developing the Lower Athabasca Regional Plan (LARP).
Conversations occurred with with key groups within the region
(industry, First Nations, Métis peoples and non-governmental
organizations) and feedback was used to help shape the
frameworks. Public and stakeholder consultation conducted as
part of the regional planning process also provided valuable
information that was considered in developing the final version
of the frameworks.
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F A C T S AT Y O U R F I N G E R T I P S

What frameworks are being implemented?

Three environmental management frameworks have been
developed for the Lower Athabasca Region: air quality, surface
water quality, and groundwater.The Lower Athabasca Regional
Plan and these management frameworks are in effect as of
September 1, 2012.

How do management frameworks work?

The management frameworks describe the monitoring that is
being done. Using that monitoring information, Environment
and Sustainable Resource Development (ESRD) will be annually
assessing ambient air and water quality conditions in relation to
triggers and limits established in LARP, and described in detail in
the management frameworks.The first monitoring assessment
reports are expected in 2013 based on data from 2012.

Air quality, surface water quality
and groundwater management
frameworks are in effect on
September 1, 2012
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Limits represent levels at which the risk of adverse effects on
environmental quality is becoming unacceptable.These are clear
boundaries in the system not to be exceeded.Triggers are set
in advance of limits as early warning signals and support
proactive management.

For the Groundwater Management Framework, further
information is needed to establish limits and triggers; interim
triggers are in effect.

What happens when a trigger or limit is
exceeded?

When a regional trigger or limit is exceeded, amanagement
response is required which will include:

• verifying the data;

• investigating the causes;

• determining what management action is necessary and
ensuring it occurs; and

• communicating this information.

The nature of the management actions undertaken will
depend on the circumstances and the kinds of approaches that
will best support achievement of the regional outcomes and
objectives. Management actions can include the use of
regulatory tools (such as approval conditions and regulations)
and non-regulatory tools (such as education and awareness
initiatives and incentive programs).

Environment and Sustainable Resource Development (ESRD) is
responsible for starting the management response. The
intention is to work with the appropriate parties in the region,
to determine management actions needed to achieve regional
outcomes and objectives. This does not replace the
management responses which are taken under the
environmental regulatory system.

For more information, call the Information Centre at 780-427-2700
(outside Edmonton dial 310-0000).

They will help manage the
cumulative effects of
development in the Lower
Athabasca Region
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