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DEFINITIONS 

 
1(1)  All definitions in the Water Act and associated regulations shall apply, except where expressly defined 

in this Code of Practice. 

 

(2)   For the purpose of this Code of Practice, 

 

(a) “authenticating wetland professional” means a professional member who meets the requirements 

set forth in Professional Responsibilities in Completion and Assurance of Wetland Science, Design 

and Engineering Works in Alberta, as amended or replaced from time to time, to be able to 

authenticate professional documents for submission under the Alberta Wetland Policy, published 

by the Department and as amended or replaced from time to time; 

 

(b) "Code of Practice" means the Code of Practice for Powerline Works Impacting Wetlands, as 

amended or replaced from time to time; 

 

(c) “delineation” means the process used to identify wetlands and delineate their ecological 

boundaries as set forth in Alberta Wetland Identification and Delineation Directive, as amended or 

replaced from time to time; 

 

(d) “emergency” means a situation where there is an imminent risk to the aquatic environment, public 

health or safety, or an imminent risk of structural failure to a powerline works;  

 

(e) "engineering technical specialist" means a person who 

(i) possesses 

(A) a post-secondary degree or technical diploma in engineering sciences, or 

(B) educational equivalencies, 

(ii) has knowledge of hydrology, hydrogeology and water management assessment, and 

(iii) is currently experienced in water management and hydrological assessment methods, the 

determination of expected flows for flood events and the designing of power and 

transmissions lines;   

 

(f) “owner” means  

(i) the person who owns, places, constructs, operates, installs, maintains, removes or disturbs 

a powerline works, or drills or reclaims a borehole in a wetland, 

(ii) a successor, assignee, executor, administrator, receiver, receiver-manager, liquidator or 

trustee of a person described in clause (i), or 

(iii) a person who acts as the principal or agent of a person described in clause (i) or (ii); 

 

(g) “powerline activity” means an activity related to powerline works that impact a wetland, as 

described in section 3(7) of the Water (Ministerial) Regulation; 

 

(h) “powerline works” means a system or arrangement of lines or wire or other conductors and 

transformation equipment, whereby electric energy, however produced, is transmitted in bulk or 

distributed directly to consumers and includes any associated permanent or temporary structure 
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that is or will be constructed for the installation, maintenance or protection of the line, including 

but not limited to: 

(i) transmission or distribution circuits composed of the conductors that form the minimum 

set required to transmit electrical energy,  

(ii) insulating and supporting structures,  

(iii) operational and control devices, and 

(iv) structures for erosion protection,  

 

but does not include 

 

(v) a substation or power plant, 

(vi) a pipeline crossing or telecommunication line crossing as defined in the Code of Practice 

for Pipeline and Telecommunication Lines Crossing a Water Body, or  

(vii) a watercourse crossing for vehicles or equipment as defined in the Code of Practice for 

Watercourse Crossings;  

 

(i) "professional engineer" means a professional engineer as defined in the Engineering and 

Geoscience Professions Act, as amended or replaced from time to time;  

 

(j) “structure” means the supporting portions of the powerline works that is in contact with the 

ground including but not limited to: 

(i) towers and poles and their foundations, 

(ii) insulating structures and their foundations, 

(iii) operational and control devices and their foundations, and 

(iv) erosions control structures and their foundations; 

 

(k) "UTM coordinates" means coordinates that use the Universal Transverse Mercator grid to identify 

or plot the specific location of a site or object; 

 

(l) “wetland” means land saturated with water long enough to promote wetland or aquatic processes 

as indicated by the poorly drained soils, hydrophytic vegetation, and various kinds of biological 

activity that are adapted to a wet environment; 

 

(m) “wetland impacts” mean any disturbance in a wetland or part of a wetland from a powerline 

activity. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

2(1)  This Code of Practice applies to: 

 

(a)  placing, constructing, operating, installing, maintaining, removing or disturbing of works related 

to a powerline that impact a wetland, and the drilling or reclaiming of a borehole in a wetland; 

 

(b) aboveground structures within a wetland where the total footprint of each structure is equal to or 

less than 0.005 hectares; and 

 

(c) reclamation of wetland impacts related to a powerline activity, including the removal of powerline 

works. 

 

(2)  This Code of Practice does not apply to buried powerline works. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF PRACTICE 

 

3  For the purposes of section 3(7) of the Water (Ministerial) Regulation, an owner shall comply with the 

requirements set out in this Code of Practice. 

 

  

NOTICE TO THE DIRECTOR 

 

4(1)  Notwithstanding section 4(1) of the Water (Ministerial) Regulation, unless another time period is 

agreed to by the Director, an owner shall provide notice to the Director at least 14 calendar days prior to 

commencing a powerline activity. 

 

(2)  After notice to the Director has been provided for the commencement of a powerline activity, the 

owner may change any of the information provided to the Director, as long as:  

 

(a) the change complies with this Code of Practice; and 

 

(b) notice of the change is provided to the Director in accordance with subsection (1). 

 

(3)  Notice to the Director under subsection (1) must: 

 

(a) be submitted in the form and manner prescribed by the Director; 

 

(b) include the information provided in the Schedule; and 

 

(c) include any other information as requested by the Director. 

  

 

EMERGENCY 

 

5(1)  Where there is an emergency and it is not possible for an owner to provide notice in accordance with 

section 4, the owner must: 

 

(a) take appropriate measures to address the emergency; and 

 

(b) notify the Director of the emergency within 24 hours of becoming aware of the emergency, with 

any information regarding the nature of the emergency that is available to the owner at the time. 

 

(2) Within 30 days of completion of the appropriate measures to deal with the emergency, or another time 

period as agreed to by the Director, the owner must submit the following information to the Director: 

 

(a) a chronology of events before, during and after the emergency; 

 

(b) a description of any damage to the powerline works caused by the emergency; 

 

(c) a description of the actions taken by the owner during and after the emergency; 
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(d) a description of any powerline activity that has been or will be taken as a result of the emergency, 

including repairs or changes to the powerline works; 

 

(e) a statement as to whether the owner  

(i) complied with section 7, and 

(ii) incorporated the specifications, measures and recommendations of any reports prepared under 

section 8 by a qualified professional. 

 

(3) Notice under this section must be in the form and manner prescribed by the Director. 

 

CONTRAVENTIONS  

 

6(1) In the event of a contravention of this Code of Practice, the owner must do the following: 

 

(a) take appropriate measures to address the contravention; and 

 

(b) notify the Director of the contravention within 24 hours of becoming aware of the contravention, 

with any information regarding the nature of the contravention that is available to the owner at the 

time. 

 

(2) Within 7 calendar days of the immediate reporting under subsection (1), the owner must submit the 

following information to the Director:   

 

(a) a description of the contravention; 

 

(b) an explanation as to why the contravention occurred; 

 

(c) a summary of all measures that were taken to mitigate the adverse effects to the aquatic 

environment related to the contravention; 

 

(d) the names, addresses, phone numbers and responsibilities of the owner that carries out a powerline 

activity, including any persons that were retained or employed by the owner, at the time that the 

contravention occurred; and 

 

(e) any proposed preventative measures designed to prevent future contraventions. 

 

(3) Notice under this section must be in the form and manner prescribed by the Director. 

 

 

STANDARDS FOR CARRYING OUT A POWERLINE ACTIVITY 

 

7  An owner who commences, continues or carries on a powerline activity under this Code of Practice 

shall:  

(a) carry out the powerline activity in a manner that is designed to prevent adverse effects to the 

aquatic environment; 

 

(b) ensure each structure within a wetland does not exceed a total footprint of 0.005 hectares; 
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(c) develop a sedimentation and erosion plan prior to commencing the powerline activity and 

implement the plan while conducting the powerline activity; 

 

(d) develop a plan to prevent the transfer of non-indigenous biota to the aquatic environment prior to 

commencing the powerline activity and implement the plan while conducting the powerline 

activity; 

 

(e) stabilize  all powerline works that impact a wetland for the life span of the works; 

 

(f) ensure that any materials used in powerline works that come into contact, or are expected to come 

into contact, with the ground, groundwater, or surface water within a wetland are non-

reactive/inert; 

 

(g) upon completion of the powerline activity, ensure that the wetland area, excluding the footprint of 

any structure, equals the wetland area that existed prior to the carrying out of the powerline 

activity; 

 

(h) upon completion of the powerline activity, ensure that any changes to the hydraulic, hydrologic, or 

hydrogeological characteristics of the wetland, with the exception of changes resulting from the 

powerline structure, be restored to the condition that existed prior to the carrying out of the  

powerline activity; and 

 

(i) develop a reclamation plan for all impacted wetlands prior to commencing any powerline activity 

and implement the plan while : 

(i) conducting the powerline activity, and 

(ii) removing any powerline works. 

 

 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 

 

8(1) Subject to subsection (2), and prior to providing notice to the Director under section 4, the owner shall 

retain a professional engineer or engineering technical specialist to prepare a report that includes the 

following information: 

 

(a) the type of material used for the construction of powerline works, including any material that is 

expected to come into contact with the ground, groundwater, or surface water; 

 

(b) a description of any structure that is  part of the powerline works, including but not limited to guy 

wire anchors and slugs, temporary rider poles, pilings and caissons; 

 

(c) any surveyed and unsurveyed profiles and cross-sectional drawings required for the design; and  

 

(d) any other information considered relevant by the professional engineer or engineering technical 

specialist. 

 

(2) A report under this section is not required for the following: 

 

(a) the removal of powerline works; or 

 

(b) the maintenance of powerline works. 
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(3) In the event a report is not required under subsection (2), the owner must prepare in writing the 

information contained in subsection (1)(a) to (c) and make it available upon request of the Director.  

 

9(1) Subject to subsection (3), and prior to providing notice to the Director under section 4, the owner shall 

retain an authenticating wetland professional to prepare a report that includes the following information: 

 

(a) a map, diagram, or air photo that shows the location of the proposed powerline works including 

the legal description of the land, and the UTM coordinates, if available; 

 

(b) a description of the powerline activity; 

 

(c) a delineation of the wetland where wetland impacts have or will be expected to occur; 

 

(d) a description of the anticipated wetland impacts, including the total wetland impact, in hectares, 

resulting from the combined footprint of all structures; 

 

(e) a description of all measures the owner should take to meet the standards set out under section 7; 

 

(f) any information and assessments used to prepare the report, including:  

(i) any existing information, published and unpublished reports reviewed, 

(ii) any new information gathered through assessments, and 

(iii) any reports prepared by the authenticating wetland professional; 

 

(g) a compilation of physical and biological data related to the wetland where wetland impacts have 

occurred, including: 

(i) a description of all living organisms that could be present at any time during the year, 

(ii) a description of the existing wetland class in accordance with the Alberta Wetland 

Classification System, and 

(iii) a description of the hydrological characteristics of the wetland. 

 

(h) a description of any assessment conducted, including study sites, methods used, dates and times; 

and 

 

(i) any other information considered relevant by the authenticating wetland professional. 

 

 

(2) In the event the information listed under subsection (1) cannot be compiled using desktop methods, a 

field assessment must be conducted. 

 

(3) A report under this section is not required for the following: 

   

(a) the removal of powerline works; 

 

(b) the maintenance of powerline works; or 

 

(c) the replacement of a structure that does not result in an increase in the loss of wetland area relative 

to the loss that existed prior to the replacement. 

 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3), unless an emergency has occurred, if any powerline activity cannot be 

carried out during firm or frozen ground conditions, a report under this section is required.   
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(5) For the purpose of this section, “firm or frozen ground conditions” mean soil conditions that will 

support the equipment conducting the powerline activity and will not cause an adverse effect to the 

wetland, including, but not limited to, rutting, compaction, or siltation. 

 

RECORDKEEPING 

 

10(1) The owner shall record and retain all the following information for a minimum of five years after the 

completion of powerline activity, unless another time period is agreed to by the Director:  

 

(a) the names, addresses and phone numbers of any person who carried out a powerline activity; 

 

(b) a copy of any plans prepared for the construction of powerline works; 

 

(c) any as built plans or as constructed plans, if such as built or as constructed plans were prepared; 

 

(d) the time period over which the carrying out of any powerline activity occurred, including 

(i) the start and completion dates, and 

(ii) the duration of time each day that any powerline activity was carried out; 

 

(e) all photographs or video-recordings taken of the wetland area before and after conducting the 

powerline activity; 

 

(f) a copy of all reports prepared by any qualified professional or, in the event the report of a qualified 

professional is not required, the information the owner is required to compile under sections 8(3). 

 

(2) When requested in writing by the Director, the owner must submit any requested information or records 

retained under subsection (1) to the Director in the time frame specified by the Director. 
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SCHEDULE 

 

Notice to the Director 

 

Information that must be contained in a notice for the purposes of section 4: 

 

(a) name and contact information of the owner of the powerline works; 

 

(b) name and contact information of the owner’s authorized representative; 

 

(c) legal land description(s) of the impacted wetland; 

 

(d) a map, diagram, or air photo that shows the location of the proposed powerline works including 

the legal description of the land, and the UTM coordinates, if available; 

 

(e) whether any reports were prepared by a qualified professional; 

 

(f) wetland type and classification; 

 

(g) tentative commencement and completion dates of the powerline activity; and 

 

(h) a description of the proposed powerline activity, including: 

(i) methods of placement, operation, installation, removal, maintenance or replacement of 

powerline works, 

(ii) the outside diameter of each structure within the wetland, and 

(iii) construction methods and conditions. 

 

 

 


