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N/A, no target setTarget not metTarget metTarget exceeded

Vision

Mission

Alberta leads the world in inspiring and supporting lifelong learning for all its
peoples, and prospers through innovation.

Assist Alberta to be a learning and innovative society.

In collaboration with learning providers, industry, communities, government agencies and non-government 
organizations, the Ministry of Advanced Education and Technology strives to fulfill its mission by creating 
accessible, affordable and quality learning opportunities that are responsive to the ongoing learning needs of 
Albertans.  The ministry co-operates with key innovation support agencies to foster support for 
commercialization and innovation activities across the province.

In support of its vision and mission, the ministry’s 2007-10 Business Plan sets out specific goals, strategies, 
performance measures and targets for the reporting period.  The following are highlights of what has been 
accomplished in 2007-08 in support of these goals, and corresponding performance measures and targets.

The following symbols are used to indicate performance measure results relative to the indicated target:

For detailed information on the performance measures, please refer to the complete 2007-08 Advanced 
Education and Technology Annual Report available at:

www.advancededandtech.alberta.ca/annualreport
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Public satisfaction that adult Albertans can access education or training

Proportion of Albertans aged 18-34 participating in post-secondary education

New apprentices registered (5-year average)

Aboriginal Albertans participating in apprenticeship

Aboriginal learners participating at post-secondary institutions

Proportion of graduates who agree that the program they graduated from was worth the financial cost

Ratio of total debt at graduation to income two years after graduation

Scholarship dollars per full-time student studying in Alberta

Performance Measures

Key Accomplishments

Result Target

79%

17%

17,804

1,505

7,674

84%

33%

302

76%

21%

14,900

1,350

—

85%

36%

270

Core Business 1

Goal 1

A Learning Alberta

A Learner-Centred System Accessible to All Albertans

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Released the Roles and Mandates Policy Framework for Alberta’s Publicly Funded Advanced Education System to 
ensure strategic long-term planning for advanced education in Alberta by building a more resilient and 
responsive system that meets the needs of learners, taxpayers, and society.

Implemented significant enhancements to the student financial assistance program—as part of the 
Affordability Framework including: increasing living allowances by 14%, eliminating vehicle restrictions, 
increasing the annual student loan limit from $12,440 to $13,000, and reducing expected parental 
contributions.

Offered more than 6,000 additional apprenticeship technical training seats at public post-secondary 
institutions during the 2007-08 academic year, a 21% increase over the previous year.

Launched the Innovation Fund by providing $8 million in grants from the Access to the Future Fund to 
support innovative project-based initiatives aimed at increasing collaboration and participation in the 
advanced learning system.

Invested $227 million in the Alberta Heritage Scholarship Fund, allowing for enhanced scholarship funding to 
students.  This funding boost of more than 35% brought the value of the endowment fund to approximately 
$850 million.

Awarded $54 million in scholarships, the most ever, recognizing the achievement of excellence that occurs 
throughout the learning process.

Initiated development of the Alberta Access Planning Framework and process to outline demand and 
capacity requirements for Alberta’s advanced education system to ensure the system is positioned to meet 
the needs of society and the economy.

Created 258 new health-related post-secondary spaces in 2007-08 that will grow to more than 700 at full 
implementation in 2011-12, through the Health Workforce Action Plan.
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Key Accomplishments

High school to post-secondary transition rate (within six years of entering Grade 10)

Public agreement that programs/classes/courses are offered in locations (inc. online) that are easily accessible

Employer satisfaction with the skills and quality of work of advanced education system graduates

Employment rate of recent Alberta
advanced education graduates

College, Private University College and Technical Institute Graduates

University Graduates

On-the-Job Training

Journeypersons

Technical Training

Satisfaction of recent post-secondary graduates with the overall quality of their educational experience

Satisfaction of recent
apprenticeship graduates with:

Performance Measures Result Target

60.3%

76%

88%

96%

98%

—

91%

—

—

58%

78%

90%+

95%+

95%+

—

90%+

—

—

Core Business 1

Goal 2

A Learning Alberta

Vibrant and Sustainable Learning Communities and Partnerships

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Supported 83 Community Adult Learning Councils, 72 volunteer tutor adult literacy programs, 43 family 
literacy programs and 9 Aboriginal family literacy programs which provided over 6,700 learning opportunities 
to over 96,000 registrants.

Provided $42.5 million in grants through the Access to the Future Fund to match contributions to the 
advanced learning system.

Increased participation in the Alberta Centennial Education Savings Plan (ACES), with more than 50 service 
providers now onboard, including all the major banks.  Grants to families saving for their children’s 
post-secondary education increased to $13.2 million from $7.7 million in 2006-07.

Registered over 22,000 new apprentices, bringing the total number of apprentices being trained in Alberta to 
more than 67,000.

Awarded a record 232 apprentices Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training scholarships valued at 
$1,000 each, recognizing apprentices and trainees who have demonstrated excellence in their trade or 
designated occupation.  Apprentices from 38 of the 50 trades received scholarships, including a record 30 
women and 10 Aboriginal people.

Allocated $1.6 million to three Aboriginal colleges to increase capacity in the areas of post-secondary 
programming for under-represented groups, program development, program review and approval.

Announced a $1.7 million investment in the WorldSkills Calgary 2009 Competition to support an 
Apprenticeship, Skills and Education Awareness Program targeting youth and educators.  This funding is part 
of the $24 million commitment to the competition by the Government of Alberta.
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Key Accomplishments

Educational attainment of Albertans aged 25 to 64: % completing post-secondary education

Educational attainment of Aboriginal Albertans aged 25 to 64: % having completed post-secondary education

International visa students registered at Alberta post-secondary institutions

%of post-secondary graduates with prior learning who reported they received the transfer credits expected

Performance Measures Result Target

59%

45%

9,598

87%

60%

45%

9,300

90%+

Core Business 1

Goal 3

A Learning Alberta

A Globally Recognized Quality Advanced Learning System

�

�

�

�

Invested $900 million in Alberta's public post-secondary system infrastructure—more than double the 
amount of $395 million spent in 2006-07.  This included $100 million for maintenance and renewal projects to 
facilitate the delivery of high quality advanced learning opportunities throughout the province.

Signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Citizenship and Immigration Canada to expand the 
Off-Campus Work Permit Program for eligible international students to seven private not-for-profit 
institutions in Alberta, and signed individual Memoranda of Agreement with each institution to finalize 
participation.

Continued to promote Alberta as a destination of choice for international students, faculty and researchers to 
prepare Albertans for their role in the global marketplace and as global citizens through the implementation 
of the International Education Action Plan.

Approved 24 new degree programs proposed by Alberta’s post-secondary institutions on the 
recommendation of the Campus Alberta Quality Council.

From September 1-7, 2009, Calgary will host 
over 900 competitors from 49 countries at the 
2009 WorldSkills Competition.  WorldSkills is 
the pinnacle of excellence in skilled trades and 
technologies training.
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Total sponsored research revenue attracted by Alberta universities ($ millions)

Total sponsored applied research revenue attracted by Alberta technical institutes and colleges ($ millions)

Number of graduate students studying in Alberta

Energy research: ratio of private and other public investments to Government of Alberta investments

Life sciences research: ratio of private and other public investments to Government of Alberta investments

ICT research: ratio of private and other public investments to Government of Alberta investments

Graduate students studying in the priority areas of energy, life sciences, nanotechnology, and ICT

iCORE awards New Research Chairs, Industry Chairs and Professors

New Graduate Student Scholarships

Total Active Research Chairs, Industry Chairs and Professors

Total Active Graduate Student Scholarships

Performance Measures Result Target

686.5

5.8

18,605

2.16

1.11

1.96

32%

3

104

28

271

670.0

6.7

16,200

2.00

1.40

1.70

—

3

80

24

200

Core Business 2

Goal 4

Innovation

Build Research and Innovation Capacity in Key Areas

Key Accomplishments

�

�

�

�

�

�

Announced a $130 million commitment over five years to the Alberta Nanotechnology Strategy, which 
outlined key initiatives to help Alberta capture a share of the global nanotechnology market including 
$30 million to expand undergraduate nanoscience and nanotechnology enrolments and $15 million towards 
nanotechnology graduate student scholarships.

Provided a combined total of up to $2.8 million in research equipment grants to the University of Alberta, 
University of Calgary and University of Lethbridge through the Small Equipment Grants Program.

Invested $50.6 million in energy research and technology in six key areas: bitumen upgrading, clean 
carbon/coal, improved recovery, renewable energy, CO  emissions and water use.2

Invested $25 million in the Alberta Water Research Institute—a key mechanism for generating the innovation 
needed to achieve the outcomes of Alberta’s Water for Life strategy.

Established an agreement with the Alberta Heritage Foundation for Science and Engineering Research for a 
five-year program to bring industry and academic researchers together to increase industrial research and 
development investments and develop market-driven nanotechnology products.

Initiated the development of a communications strategy and promotional campaign aimed at encouraging 
junior and senior high school students to explore careers in information and communication technology.
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Percentage of Government of Alberta expense used to support innovation

Number of Albertans employed in knowledge-intensive (high-tech) companies

Albertans employed in knowledge-intensive companies as a % of Albertans employed in all companies

Percentage of Canadian venture capital invested in Alberta

Alberta business expenditures on research and development ($millions)

Performance Measures Result Target

2.94%

138,500

7.1%

2.4%

1,077

2.67%+

132,000

7.1%

3.2%

854

Core Business 2

Goal 5

Innovation

Capturing Value through Innovation

Key Accomplishments

�

�

�

�

�

Approved the Policy and Action Plan for Value-Added and Technology Commercialization related to product 
commercialization centres, business development centres, entrepreneurship and other commercialization 
assistance.

Facilitated and supported collaborative research and development projects with significant multinational 
companies focusing on attracting corporations to develop specific technologies with the potential for 
commercial applications in Alberta.

Conducted international technology missions to open global market development and commercialization 
opportunities for innovative Alberta researchers and companies, attract investments to Alberta in research 
and development, and increase large multinational corporate presence in Alberta.

Supported the Banff Venture Forum, the Alberta Life Technologies Investor Forum, and the National Angel 
Organization Summit, as part of Alberta Innovation and Investment Week.  These events attracted more than 
350 local and international investors and government officials who discussed key industry issues and learned 
from world-class investment professionals.

Started development of an online energy information transfer service that will be available to energy 
researchers worldwide to support greater sharing of information on energy research and facilitate 
collaboration opportunities in the future.

www.advancededandtech.alberta.ca

N/A, no target setTarget not metTarget metTarget exceeded

The following symbols are used to indicate performance measure results relative to the indicated target:
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The complete 2007-08 Advanced Education and Technology , including financial information,
is available at www.advancededandtech.alberta.ca/annualreport.
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Phone  780-422-1281


