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Description

An adult Swift Fox is about the size of a large house cat (and half the size of a
red fox), weighing 2 to 3 kilograms. It is lean and well-adapted for speed having
been clocked at over 50 kilometres per hour.

Swift foxes use underground burrows or dens throughout the year - for protection
against predators and poor weather, and as a place to rear their young. These
foxes may dig their own burrows or may modify dens left by badgers or
Richardson's ground squirrels (gophers).

History

The swift fox was once common on the prairies. Historically, it was found in
shortgrass and mixedgrass prairie regions from southwestern Manitoba west to
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains and from central Alberta southwards throughout the midwestern
United States to Texas. Alberta populations ranged north to about the 53rd parallel.

These foxes were trapped for their fur in the mid-1800's, but populations declined dramatically in the late
1800's as native grasslands were converted to agricultural land. Continued loss of habitat, along with
competition from other species, particularly coyotes, susceptibility to trapping and poisoning programs
meant for other animals, and severe climactic conditions are all suspected to have led to the extirpation of
the swift fox from Canada by the late 1930s.

Captive breeding swift foxes began in 1973 through a privately run program. In 1978,
the species was officially designated as "extirpated" in Canada by COSEWIC, and a
national recovery plan was approved in 1995 to reintroduce swift foxes and create a
self-sustaining Canadian population. The species is now listed as "endangered" by
COSEWIC.

Swift foxes were first officially released in Alberta in 1983. By 1996, 540 foxes had
been released in the Alberta-Saskatchewan border and the Milk River Ridge areas,
parts of the species' native range. Most animals released were bred in captivity; the
remainder were wild-born animals imported from the United States.

At present, it is estimated that there are approximately 96 swift foxes in Alberta, most
of them the offspring of released foxes. The population is stable or increasing slightly,
but the species remains extremely vulnerable because of its small numbers and

limited distribution.

Management

Because the swift fox is designated as "endangered" under Alberta's Wildlife Act), it is a protected
species. It is illegal to harm a swift fox or disturb its dens anywhere or at anytime in Alberta.

An Alberta recovery plan for the swift fox will be developed by 2002. The standard 12-month goal to
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develop a recovery plan for an endangered species was extended to allow completion of a cooperative
southern Alberta and Saskatchewan, and northern Montana international census of swift fox in the winter
of 2000-2001.

While the provincial recovery plan is being prepared, government land use management systems will be
strengthened to make sure there is no loss of swift fox dens as a result of managed activities (e.g.,
industry, agriculture, recreation). Because some dens are on private land, property owners will be
contacted so that they can take part in voluntary conservation efforts or cooperative management
strategies.

Status

Alberta: Endangered; status maintained in 2000

Saskatchewan: Endangered

Canada (COSEWIC) Extirpated in 1978; downlisted to Endangered in 1999

USA Candidate for listing

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

As a land manager:
Your cooperation in reporting any observations of swift fox at all times of the year, or of
active swift fox dens during spring and summer, to the Fish and Wildlife Division office in
Medicine Hat is encouraged.
Your cooperation in adopting land management practices that support populations of both
prey species (small mammals, ground squirrels, young hares, insects), and burrowing
species (badger, ground squirrels) will benefit swift fox.
Please feel free to contact wildlife management staff at the Fish and Wildlife Division office in
Medicine Hat for information on ways that you can minimize impacts on swift fox, ways that
you can help swift fox, and ways that you can assist in monitoring the status of swift fox
populations.

As a member of the public:
Your voluntary cooperation in restricting your access to swift fox den areas during spring and
early summer is requested. Disturbance at den sites can be disruptive to breeding activity.
Your cooperation in reporting any observations of swift fox or swift fox dens to the Fish and
Wildlife Division office in Medicine Hat is encouraged.

As an industrial developer:
You should be aware that swift fox are susceptible to disturbance at den sites.
You can assist in swift fox recovery efforts by reporting any sightings of swift fox or swift fox
dens to the Fish and Wildlife Division office in Medicine Hat.
Please contact wildlife management staff in the Fish and Wildlife Division office in Medicine
Hat to discuss ways that you can modify industrial activity to minimize impacts on swift fox
and ways that you can help monitor populations or assist in swift fox recovery.


