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Notice 
Restructuring of Safety Code Council variance Policy 9.8.  
Enabling Group B – Plumbing Safety Codes Officers and Local Authorities 
to consider separation distance variances in the Private Sewage Discipline 

Discipline Private Sewage 

Date Effective October 1, 2019 

BACKGROUND Group B Plumbing Safety Codes Officers are granted authoritative powers via the Safety 
Codes Act to issue variances. Where there are existing private sewage systems within a 
proposed subdivision, property owners have the option to apply for a variance to have the 
existing sewage system assessed for acceptance typically where there may be a non-
compliance issue related to separation distances to property lines. The person requesting 
the variance is responsible for submitting any evidence requested by the local authority. 
The local authorities’ referred to above are Accredited Municipalities and the Alberta 
Safety Codes Authority (ASCA). ASCA is the authority providing safety codes services 
within unaccredited municipalities. Municipalities, accredited or unaccredited, are solely 
responsible for administering the Subdivision and Development Regulation within their 
jurisdiction which includes consideration to the suitability of private sewage systems as 
part of the approval process.  

MOVING FORWARD A Variance Transition Working Group comprised of partners from the Rural Municipalities 
of Alberta (RMA); Municipality Officials; Safety Codes Officers; Safety Codes Council; 
Health; ASCA and Municipal Affairs have developed a guidance document to assist in the 
transition of administering private sewage variance activity from Municipal Affairs to the 
local authority. The Working Group will be presenting information regarding the transition 
to the Alberta Development Offices Association conference on September 27, 2019. 
Municipal Affairs will be presenting information to Safety Codes Officers at the Alberta 
Mechanical Officials Society conference on October 5, 2019. Municipal Affairs will 
provide mentoring and assistance to Municipalities and Safety Codes Officers upon 
request. Inquires can be made to the Communication Inquiry Centre at 1-866-421-6929. 
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QUESTIONS  
AND ANSWERS: Who is responsible to prepare and submit a variance request?          

The owner of the thing or process is responsible for preparing the variance application 
and supporting documentation; and submitting their request to the local authority.  
An Agent acting on behalf of the owner may apply.  

What information and documentation should be submitted in support of the 
variance application?       
The criteria for the variance application will be set out by the Municipality and the Safety 
Codes Officer. Some basic information has been outlined in the Guidance Document, but 
it is not exhaustive, and may not reflect the needed information and rational the local 
authority needs to make a determination.  

Will there be any fees associated with the variance application and review 
process?      
Fees will be set by the local authority. Fee schedules may be developed for various 
stages of the variance process reflecting approval or denial of the request. 

Is there an appeal process for a denied variance?           
No, a denied variance cannot be appealed.  There is the option to amend the variance 
application to address the concerns that resulted in the denial and reapply for variance 
consideration.  

To who is a variance request made in an unaccredited area?    
Contact should be made with Alberta Safety Codes Authority for instructions regarding 
the application process in their jurisdiction.         

For further information, contact Municipal Affairs, Public Safety Division toll-free at 1-866-421-6929 
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