
The data collected in Alberta with your 
help is also contributing to a North 
American initiative to prevent pneumonia 
in wild sheep populations. 

How Can You Help?

Non-Trophy Sheep Hunters

To provide a nasal swab sample, please:

• Get a swab kit from your local AEP 
Designated Registration Office and 
follow the instructions in this pamphlet

Or

• Make an appointment with a biologist 
at your local AEP Designated 
Registration Office

Refer to the Alberta Guide to Hunting 
Regulations for office locations.

Sample collection does not damage your 
sheep in anyway.
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Thank you for your participation in 
this important work!
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Pneumonia 
• Bronchopneumonia is a serious 

respiratory disease associated with 
large-scale catastrophic die-offs of 
bighorn sheep throughout western 
North America.

• Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (M. ovi) is 
a bacterium that predisposes bighorn 
sheep to pneumonia.

 Testing
• M. ovi  can be detected in live and 

hunter-killed sheep using a simple and 
fast nasal swab method.

• Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP), 
with support from the Wild Sheep 
Foundation Alberta (WSFA), collects 
nasal swabs from registered rams. To 
date, no animals were M. ovi- positive.

• Adult females and young animals 
may be most susceptible to M. ovi. 
Females may also be chronic carriers 
of M. ovi and continue to infect  
the herd.

• We need to test more ewes and lambs.

How to Collect Nasal Swab 
Samples
Your disease kit contains a plastic sealed 
bag with 2 sterile swabs in a plastic 
capped tube. 

It is important to keep the sample sterile. 
Avoid touching the end of the swab to any 
surface other than sheep’s inner nostrils 
(nasal passage). Wear clean plastic gloves 
if possible.

Remove a swab from the plastic tube. 
Gently insert the swab into a nostril as 
deep as possible. Do not touch the side 
or the outside of the nostrils (avoid all 
contaminated outside surfaces). 

Push the swab as far back into the nasal 
cavity as possible and gently rub the 
surrounding surfaces. Return this swab to 
the plastic tube. 

Repeat this process with the second swab 
in the other nostril. Place this swab in the 
same plastic tube as the first. Close  
the cap. 

Label the plastic tube with the required 
information. Place the tube in the plastic 
bag and label the bag. 

If the sample cannot be given to an AEP 
biologist immediately, store frozen and in 
a dark place as soon as possible. Avoid 
repeated freeze-thaw.

.

Nasal swab samples inform wildlife managers about the risk of 
pneumonia in wild sheep herds. This in turn allows managers to 
take proactive actions to minimize disease transmission.

Nasal swabs are collected during the compulsory registration 
process for Trophy rams.

Samples are needed from Non-Trophy Sheep.

Why is this work important?
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