Alberta Crop Report
Crop conditions as of May 9, 2023
(Abbreviated Report)

A provincial state of emergency was declared on May 6, 2023 due to numerous wildfires. Albertans who require assistance can
call 310-4455 for wildfire related information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Survey responses from the North West, North East
and Peace regions indicated that wildfire activity is affecting some crop and pasture land. Evacuations, road closures and wildfire
activity may impact seeding progress over the next week.

Since the survey last week, seeding has now begun and is progressing significantly in all areas of the province due to
unseasonably warm temperatures. Observers report provincial seeding progress as 24 per cent of major crops seeded compared
to the five-year average of 23 per cent and 10-year average of 26 per cent (Table 1). The included map shows how some regions
experienced a greater departure from the long-term average temperatures over the past two weeks, with the red and pink areas
seeing the greatest deviation. While progress in the South is still 16 per cent behind the five-year average for major crops, the
North West and Peace regions are notably ahead of average, respectively with 22 per cent and 33 per cent of major crop seeding
complete compared to the five-year averages of 13 per cent and 11 per cent. Emergence of major crops has begun with the
South region reporting three per cent, the Central region reporting one per cent, the North East region reporting zero per cent,
the North West region reporting one per cent and the Peace region reporting one per cent. The provincial average for crop
emergence is one per cent.

Table 1: Alberta Seeding Progress as of May 9, 2023

% Seeded

South Central N East N West Peace
Spring Wheat 36.9% 28.7%
Barley 38.6% 7.0%
Oats 27.0% 1.6%
Canola 15.8% 3.2%

Dry Peas 48.8% 56.9%
Major Crops, May 9 32.3%
Major Crops, May 2 6.6%
5-year (2018-2022) Avg 47.8%
10-year (2013-2022) Avg 50.9%

Figure 1: Seeding Progress as of May 9, 2023

60.0% é
50.0% x
-
15-Day
Average Daily Mean
Temperature Departure
40.0% from Long Term Average
April 25, 2023 to
22023 May 09, 2023
o
30.0% X +5-yr Degree Celsius.
* x10-yr| EE<0  EElow?
M [ J-ot0s [J2to4
20.0% Bl sos [Jews
I sto4 [y
4oz [Jswewo
2o EH>1w0
10.0% [ NoData
Agncuture and mgatan. Histocl verages were
township centres using AbClime-3 6. e
0.0% w_w o % 160
. = ———— e— 0
South Central N. East N. West Peace Provincial
frtaringhis
Visit .ca for maps and data
alberta.ca/alberta-crop-reports ° Uniaue el Servies

©2023 Government of Alberta | May 12, 2023 | Agriculture and Irrigation A FS I : ‘Atbm'.

INSURANCE + LENOING + INCOME STABILIZATION



Survey respondents reported scattered showers across the province over the last week. Both surface and sub-surface soil
moisture ratings remain mixed across the province. Currently, surface soil moisture across the province is rated 15 per cent
poor, 31 per cent fair, 47 per cent good, seven per cent excellent with less than one per cent having excess surface soll
moisture (Table 2). Sub-surface soil moisture ratings across the province are at 17 per cent poor, 38 per cent fair, 40 per cent
good, five per cent excellent and less than one per cent excessive.

Table 2: Surface Soil Moisture as of May 9, 2023

Fair Good Excellent Excessive

South
Central
North East
North West

Peace

Alberta 14.8% 47.1%
5-year (2018-2022) Avg 9.0% 42.5%
10-year (2013-2022) Avg 7.8% 40.5%

Pasture and tame hay fields have improved over the previous week, leading to ratings of 52 per cent of pasture growth good to
excellent (Table 3) and tame hay growth slightly behind at 47 per cent rated good or excellent.

Table 3: Pasture Growth Conditions as of May 9, 2023

Excellent
South
Central
North East

North West

Peace

Alberta

5-year (2018-2022) Avg

Regional Assessments:

Region One: South (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost)

e Rainfall for the week ending May 9 was sporadic resulting in many areas of this region receiving minimal moisture,
however, this allowed seeding operations to gain some lost ground and also boosted greening up of the perennial crops.

¢ Seeding progress on major crops has jumped week over week with an additional 25 per cent of acres seeded since the
last report of seven per cent.

e Responders have rated fall-seeded crop conditions at five per cent poor, 33 per cent fair, 51 per cent good and 11 per
cent excellent.

e Tame hay conditions have eight per cent poor, 40 per cent fair, 51 per cent good and one per cent excellent.

e  Sub-surface soil moisture conditions (below six inches) are currently rated 16 per cent poor, 39 per cent fair, 31 per cent
good and 14 per cent excellent with none rated excessive.

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen)

e  Weather in this region for the week ending May 9 was a mixture of some warm temperatures with spotty rain or showers
that will support crop germination and emergence, as well as bring along the hay and pasture crops.

e Seeding progress on major crops is reported with an increase of 20 per cent week over week.

o Fall-seeded crop conditions are currently five per cent poor, 19 per cent fair and 76 per cent good in this region.

e Tame hay condition ratings for this week are seven per cent poor, 39 per cent fair, 54 per cent good with no ratings of
excellent.

e  Sub-surface soil moisture conditions (below six inches) are currently rated 23 per cent poor, 29 per cent fair, 48 per cent
good with none rated as excellent or excessive.
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Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost)

Reporters indicated windy conditions stopped some pre-seed spraying operations in counties east and north of
Edmonton. Spotty light showers fell on many areas of the region but not enough to stall seeding for long.

Seeding progress on major crops is advancing nicely with 16 per cent of acres seeded during the past week.
Fall-seeded crop conditions have no poor or excellent ratings this week with 24 per cent fair and 76 per cent good.
Tame hay respondents estimate ratings are 23 per cent poor, 24 per cent fair, 49 per cent good and four per cent
excellent.

Sub-surface soil moisture conditions (below six inches) are currently rated 14 per cent poor, 39 per cent fair, 47 per cent
good with none rated as excellent or excessive.

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca)

Survey respondents indicated that there was a mixture of warm windy weather stalling some spraying, with some counties
receiving spotty showers to more significant rainfall, all welcome moisture to support forage growth and crop germination.
Seeding progress on major crops this week is 21 per cent advanced from last week’s one per cent.

Reporters have rated fall-seeded crop conditions as 4 per cent poor, 71 per cent fair and 25 per cent good this week.
Tame hay conditions are 36 per cent poor, 38 per cent fair and 26 per cent good with no ratings of excellent reported this
past week.

Sub-surface soil moisture conditions (below six inches) are currently rated 14 per cent poor, 57 per cent fair, 29 per cent
good with none rated as excellent or excessive.

Region Five: Peace (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview)

alberta.ca/alberta-crop-reports

Many areas of this region reported hot and dry conditions the week leading to May 9, with some spotty showers in the
more westerly counties, allowing seeding operations to get underway.

Seeding progress on major crops is moving rapidly with 33 per cent of acres seeded in this past week.

Observers in this region are not reporting any fall-seeded crops.

Tame hay conditions are reported as eight per cent poor, 44 per cent fair, 41 per cent good with seven per cent rated in
excellent condition.

Sub-surface soil moisture conditions (below six inches) are currently rated 12 per cent poor, 39 per cent fair, 44 per cent
good and five per cent excellent with none rated as excessive.

Contact

Agriculture Financial Services Corporation Geoff Backman - Product Coordinator
Product Innovation Department Jackie Sanden - Product Coordinator
Insurance Products and Product Innovation Unit Email: mediainquiry@afsc.ca

Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen and AFSC staff for their partnership and contribution to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program.
Agriculture and Irrigation compiles the climate map.

Note to Users: The contents of this document may not be used or reproduced without properly accrediting AFSC and the Government of
Alberta.
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