
The woodland caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou) is 
listed as Threatened under Canada’s Species at Risk 
Act and Alberta’s Wildlife Act. Declining woodland 
caribou populations in the province have created 
the need for governments and stakeholders to work 
together toward recovery and management of the 
species. 

Why is Alberta taking action on caribou recovery?
Caribou ranges cover approximately 23 per cent of Alberta, and 
15 caribou ranges fall under provincial jurisdiction. All woodland 
caribou in the province are designated as Threatened. Without effective 
and immediate action, we run the risk of losing this important and 
culturally signifi cant species for 
future generations. Caribou habitats 
also greatly benefi t other species 
and preserve important ecosystem 
services such as maintaining air and 
water quality.

Under the Species at Risk Act, 
if suffi cient actions are not 
demonstrated to protect critical 
habitat, the federal government 
has the authority to intervene in 
provincial species management. This 
could potentially halt industrial activity in 
caribou ranges, stranding resources, reducing 
future investment, economic benefi ts, and jobs. 
So let’s take control and manage our landscapes 
together.
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What is the purpose of the plan?
Alberta’s Draft Provincial Woodland Caribou Range 
Plan is a made-in-Alberta plan that demonstrates our 
commitment to the recovery of our remaining caribou 
populations and habitat while protecting jobs and local 
economies. The government has been, and will continue 
working with Indigenous peoples, municipalities, industry and other 
stakeholders to ensure that we get it right. 

The draft plan focuses on managing activities that occur within the range 
to improve and maintain caribou habitat in Alberta over time, including:

• pattern and timing of forest harvesting;

• coordination of access across industries to reduce the amount  
of road required; and

• restoration of legacy seismic lines and other surface disturbances.

Alberta is committed to working landscapes where carefully managed 
industrial activity can co-exist with caribou. We are building individual 
caribou range plans on a foundation of science to ensure recovery 
objectives are properly considered. Ongoing engagement has resulted 
in the identification of innovative approaches that will benefit both 
caribou and users of resources. As these approaches are refined, social 
and economic assessments will help us understand how range plans fit 
within local and regional economies and communities.

We want to hear from you. 
We need you as part of the solution. To locate and participate in public 
information sessions at key locations across caribou range planning 
areas or to provide feedback on the draft plan, visit: 

talkaep.alberta.ca
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