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Figure 1: Estimated (1972‐2012) and Projected (2013‐2041) Components of Growth, Alberta
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Figure 1: eStimated (1972‑2012) and Projected (2013‑2041) comPonentS oF 
growth, alberta

this influx of new residents from international 
locales will increase the diversity of the 
province’s population. Just under a quarter 
of the growth is expected to result from 
a net inflow of people from other parts of 
Canada, amounting to over half a million 
new residents.

Natural increase remains a source of growth
Natural increase (the excess of births over 
deaths) is expected to continue to have a 
positive impact on the province’s growth, 
resulting in the addition of over 777,000 
people by 2041. The strong contribution 
of natural increase to population growth 
is partly attributable to migration. The 
almost 1.4 million (net) migrants projected 
to arrive over the next three decades will 
be overwhelmingly young adults. This 
expansion of Albertans in child‑bearing ages 
will result in an increasing number of births 
over the projection period. However, the 
number of deaths is expected to increase 
rapidly as the large baby boom cohort ages 
towards mortality. By 2025, the leading edge 
of the baby boom will be almost 80 years of 
age, which will have a significant impact on 
the number of deaths. 

On an average day in 2012, about 143 new 
Albertans were born and 62 people died. By 
2041, the average number of daily deaths 
will double (127), while births will only 
slightly increase to 186. The narrowing gap 
between births and deaths means that the 
strong positive impact of natural increase 
on Alberta’s growth will diminish over time. 

Alberta’s population getting older
Despite the injection of substantial numbers 
of young people through migration, Alberta’s 
population is expected to age over the 

In 2041, Alberta’s projected population will:

• Number around 6 million, an increase of about 2.2 million people over the next three 
decades.

• Be older, with a median age of almost 41 years, up from about 36 years today.

• Be increasingly diverse, as arrivals from other countries account for about 40% of 
expected growth.

• Be even more concentrated in urban centres, especially along the Edmonton‑Calgary 
corridor.

Long term population projections for Alberta and its census divisions were recently released. 
Produced annually, the current projection covers the period from 2013 to 2041, under three 
different sets of assumptions (low‑, medium‑ and high‑population growth scenarios). This 
document will highlight some characteristics of Alberta’s projected population, focusing 
on the results of the medium scenario. The full projections are available at Alberta Treasury 
Board and Finance ‑ Population Projections webpage.

Expansion of Alberta’s population will continue
Over the projection period, the population of Alberta is expected to grow by about 2.2 million 
people, representing an average annual growth of about 1.5%. This is slightly slower than 
the 1.7% experienced over the previous 29 year period (1983 to 2012). By 2041, Alberta’s 
population is projected to be around 6 million.

International migration: a primary growth driver
About 40% of the expected growth in the province’s population over the projection period 
will be due to international migration, representing a net gain of over 875,000 people. 
While this projection does not include cultural or linguistic details about the population, 
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Figure 3: Dependency Ratios (per 100 working age individuals), Alberta
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Figure 2: Alberta's Population Pyramids, 2012 and 2041
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Figure 2: dePendency ratioS (Per 100 working‑age individualS), alberta

rapid increase in the ratio of the elderly (65+) portion of the population to the working‑age 
population (Figure 3). 

Males will continue to outnumber females
Alberta has consistently been home to more males than females. The sex ratio (ratio of 
males to females) tends to increase with larger net inflows of migrants from other parts of 
Canada, and decreases with net outflows. This pattern reflects the greater concentration 

projection period. The median age1 in 2041 
is projected to climb to 40.7 years, up from 
36.1 in 2012. In 2012, those aged 65 and 
older were about 11% of the population, 
but by 2041, almost 20% of Albertans are 
expected to be in this age group.

Ratio of ‘dependents’ to working‑age 
Albertans on the rise
Further signs of the aging of Alberta’s 
population can be seen in dependency 
ratios. In 2012, there were about 42 
‘dependents’ for every 100 Albertans aged 
15 to 64 years. By 2041, it is expected that 
the overall dependency2 ratio will climb to 
55.0. The increase will be driven by the 

1 The exact age at which half the population is 
younger and half is older.

2 Overall dependency is the ratio of the 
population not typically in the labour force 
(children and the elderly) to the population that 
typically is (those aged 15 to 64).

Sources: Statistics Canada and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Figure 3: age/Sex diStribution (%) oF total PoPulation, alberta, 2012 and 2041



Economics, Demography and Public Finance

Alberta Population Projection 2013‐2031 Highlights chrt_05.pdf

Figure 5: Population Aged 18 to 24, Number and Proportion of Total Population, Alberta
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Figure 6: Population Aged 25 to 54, Number and Proportion of Total Population, Alberta
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Figure 5: PoPulation aged 18 to 24, alberta

Figure 6: PoPulation aged 25 to 54, alberta

of males in resource sector opportunities in 
Alberta. The net inflows expected over the 
projection period would tend to increase 
the sex ratio. Over the projection period, 
however, the sex ratio will decrease with the 
aging of the large baby boom cohort into 
senior ages in combination with the higher 
female life expectancies. As a result of these 
two opposing forces, the sex ratio in Alberta 
is expected to increase to 105 males per 100 
females in the short term and then remain 
stable.

While the population of Alberta is expected 
to rise on the whole, some particular 
patterns emerge when we focus on different 
age groups within the population. The 
next section outlines the projected size of 
particular cohorts.

Greater numbers of school‑aged children
The number of school‑aged children is 
expected to grow dramatically over the first 
15 years, but then will likely slow in the latter 
half of the projection. Despite increases in 
the number, the school‑aged population as 
a share of the total population is expected to 
drop slightly to just over 14% by 2041 from 
around 15% in 2012. 

Stable numbers of young adults in the short 
term
The young adult cohort (aged 18 to 24 years) 
is usually associated with post‑secondary 
education demand and the youth labour 
force. This cohort will remain fairly stable 
until around 2024 when the number of 
individuals in this age group will begin to 
climb. The stability in the size of this cohort 
over the next 15 years or so is a result of the 
relatively small size of the cohort currently 
5 to 15 years of age. These are the people, 
along with some migrants, who will make 
up the young adult cohort in the future as 
they age. Despite stability in the number of 
people, as a proportion of the total provincial 
population, the 18‑24 year old cohort will 
decline until around 2024. 

Working age population size on the decline
Alberta’s working age population (those 
aged 15 to 64 years) represented about 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Vital Statistics, and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Figure 4: PoPulation aged 5 to 17, alberta
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Figure 7: Population Aged 55 to 64, Number and Proportion of Total Population, Alberta
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Figure 8: Population Aged 65+, Number and Proportion of Total Population, Alberta
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Figure 9: Population Aged 80+, Number and Proportion of Total Population, Alberta
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71% of the population in 2012. This share 
is expected to drop to about 65% by 2041.

Alberta’s core labour force age group (25 to 
54 year olds) will increase in size throughout 
the projection period; however, this cohort 
will steadily decline as a share of the total 
population, dropping from about 46% in 
2012 to just 40% in 2041.

Stable numbers of pre‑retirement workers 
in the short term
People in the pre‑retirement age group 
(55–64 years) are sometimes characterized 
as the potential ‘mature labour force’ and 
may be occupying positions requiring high 
qualifications. Alternatively, some may be 
looking at taking early retirement. The size of 
this cohort will increase over the next decade 
or so. By 2019, the last of the baby boomers 
will have aged out of the core working ages 
and the pre‑retirement cohort is projected 
to stabilize for the following decade before 
resuming its climb. 

Aging boomers accelerate growth in senior 
population
The population aged 65+ is expected to 
increase both in number and population 
share throughout the projection period. 
The leading edge of the baby boom has 
already entered this cohort and successive 
waves of aging boomers are responsible for 
the increases shown. In 2012, there were 
almost 417,000 more children (aged 0 to 17 
years) than seniors. By 2041, this difference 
is expected to shrink to about 57,000, and 
almost one in five Albertans is expected to 
be aged 65 or older.

Rapid growth of the oldest‑old cohort
The oldest senior population, those 80 years 
and older, is especially important in assessing 
demand for services such as health care and 
assisted living and housing. This cohort is 
also projected to show a significant surge, 
increasing from 3% of Albertans in 2012 to 
6.4% in 2041, an absolute increase of over 
268,000 seniors. 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Vital Statistics, and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Vital Statistics, and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Figure 8: PoPulation aged 65 and over, alberta

Figure 9: PoPulation aged 80 and over, alberta

Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Vital Statistics, and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Figure 7: PoPulation aged 55 to 64, alberta
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Regional Population Projections
With the exception of Census Divisions (CD) 4 (Hanna) and 7 (Stettler), all regions in Alberta 
are expected to see positive growth over the projection period. The strongest growth is 
projected to occur in CD 16 (Wood Buffalo), CD 19 (Grande Prairie) and the three CDs (6, 
8 and 11) that make up the Edmonton‑Calgary corridor (Figure 10).

The following section will highlight some of the factors contributing to the projected rapid 
growth of these areas of the province.

Figure 10: average annual Percent growth (2013‑2041) For cenSuS diviSionS

Wood Buffalo: Oil sands drive robust 
short‑term growth 
Opportunities provided by the oil sands 
industry has led to rapid population growth 
in the Wood Buffalo region (CD 16) over the 
last dozen years or so. Most of this growth 
is a result of interprovincial migration since 
the region captures only a very small share 
of Alberta’s international migration, including 
immigrants and non‑permanent residents. 
As well, the region has consistently been 
a sender of people to other parts of the 
province, with consistent net intra‑provincial 
outflows since 1996‑97. These patterns of 
migratory movements are expected to 
continue in the future.

This region is l ikely to exper ience 
exceptionally strong growth in the short 
term as expansion of the oil sands industry 
continues. However, the industry is 
expected to transition from expansion and 
construction to operations and maintenance 
around 2020. This will likely shift demand to 
a different type of labour, as well as reducing 
overall demand. It is expected that migration 
outflows from CD 16 will increase during the 
transition, creating downward pressure on 
overall levels of net migration. Despite this, 
apart from a few years in the early 2020s, 
net migration levels are projected to remain 
positive for this region. The Wood Buffalo 
region is expected to have the fastest growth 
over the projection period, with an average 
annual rate of 1.9%, well above the 1.5% 
provincial average (Figure 11). 

C a l g a r y ‑ E d m o n t o n  C o r r i d o r : 
urbanization continues
The Calgary‑Edmonton Corridor consists 
of three CDs (6, 8 and 11) and includes the 
Census Metropolitan Areas of Edmonton 
and Calgary, as well as the city of Red Deer. 
Covering only 6% of the land area, yet home 
to almost three‑quarters of the population, it 
is the most urbanized area of the province3. 
Growth in all three of these CDs is projected 

3 2011 Census of Canada, Statistics Canada
Source: Alberta Treasury Board and Finance
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Figure 11: Average Annual Growth Rates by Census Division, 2013-2041
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to outpace the provincial average. By 2041, almost eight out of ten Albertans are expected 
to live in this region.

The anticipated growth in the Calgary‑Edmonton Corridor is supported by historical 
migration patterns within the province. As the most populous region of Alberta, this region 
attracts the lion’s share of international migrants to the province, as well as about two‑thirds 
of the migrants from other parts of Canada. On average, about nine out of ten immigrants 
originally migrate to this region, along with about 80% of non‑permanent residents4. In 
addition, each of the CDs that make up the Corridor tend to gain residents through migration 
from other parts of the province. 

Net inflows of migrants to Alberta are expected to be substantial in the short term, drawn 
by the opportunities generated by the province’s relatively strong economic performance. 
Alberta continues to record solid gains in employment and wages, and has one of the 
lowest unemployment rates of the provinces. Alberta’s comparatively attractive job market 
has an impact on the settlement decisions of immigrants, the demand for non‑permanent 
residents (i.e., temporary foreign workers), and the draw of migrants from other regions in 
Canada. The reatively diversified economies of the three most urban Census Divisions will 
draw the bulk of all categories of migrants to Alberta. 

Following the June 2013 flooding in Southern Alberta, many interprovincial migrants are 
expected to be absorbed into the workforce as rebuilding efforts persist. 

Grande Prairie: a service centre for Alberta and BC
Census Division (CD) 19, which includes the city of Grande Prairie, has experienced some 
robust growth over the last decade or so. At 1.7%, the region’s average annual growth is 
expected to be above the provincial average. 

Historically, CD 19 captures a relatively small share of net migration flows to the province, 
and tends to “feed” population to other regions of Alberta. 

4 Those living in Canada temporarily, holding a work, study or Minister’s permit, or a refugee 
claimant. 

The regional economy has a large resource 
sector component, including oil and gas, 
forestry and agriculture. The city of Grande 
Prairie is a service area for northwestern 
Alberta and northeastern British Columbia, a 
region that is expected to continue to record 
strong growth due to British Columbia’s oil 
and gas activities. While resource activities 
may pull more males, the service sector is 
expected to attract a more balanced mix 
of people. Compared with CD 16 (Wood 
Buffalo), for example, CD 19’s (Grande 
Prairie) sex ratio is much less skewed in its 
weighting towards males, and the region is 
more attractive to young adults in the family 
formation stage. As a result, the population in 
CD19 (Grande Prairie) contains momentum 
for future growth. 

Regional differences in population aging
The proportion of the population aged 65+ is 
much smaller in some areas of the province 
and greater in others. In 2012, CD 3 (Pincher 
Creek) and CD 4 (Hanna) had the greatest 
regional shares of seniors among the Census 
Divisions. Although the proportion of seniors 
will increase throughout the province, CD 15 
(Banff) will have the greatest increase (16%) in 
the projected timeframe. In 2041, one in five 
Albertans is expected to be 65 or older. CD 
19 (Grande Prairie) would have the smallest 
percentage of seniors, with only 11.7% of the 
population 65 years of age and over. 

Using long‑term population projections 
(2013 to 2041) highlights some of the 
characteristics facing Alberta, both now 
and in the future. The detailed projections 
are available by sex and single year of age 
at Alberta Treasury Board and Finance ‑ 
Population Projections webpage. 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Vital Statistics, and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Figure 11: average annual Percent growth (2013‑2041) For cenSuS diviSionS

Contact:

Jennifer Hansen  780.427.8811

http://www.finance.alberta.ca/aboutalberta/population-projections/index.html
http://www.finance.alberta.ca/aboutalberta/population-projections/index.html
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Figure 12: Population Aged 65 and over as a Percent of Total Population, 2012 and 2041
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Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Vital Statistics and Alberta Treasury Board and Finance

Figure 12: PoPulation aged 65 and over aS a Percent oF total PoPulation, 2012 and 2041


