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April 10, 2018 
 
Ms. Shalee Kushnerick 
Alberta Health Services 
10030 – 107 Street 
Edmonton AB  T5J 3E4 
 
Dear Ms. Kushnerick: 
 
Subject: Shawna Rogers – Public Fatality Inquiry  

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of the Honourable Judge S.E. Richardson’s report to the 
Minister of Justice and Solicitor General. This report is scheduled for public release on 
May 1, 2018. 
 
The following four recommendations may impact Alberta Health Services: 
 

1. The prescription of any (non cancer) opioids should be accompanied with mandatory 
education on dependence/addiction for patients. 
 

2. Any patient who is prescribed (non cancer) opioids should have regular specialized 
psychological reviews for signs of dependence/addiction.  
 

3. Where prescriptions are renewed or changed earlier than an existing prescription 
requires, pharmacists should be encouraged to ask patients about the existence of 
unused medication and encourage patients to return such medication to the pharmacy 
for disposal. 
 

4. Patients prescribed (non cancer) opioids should have a single medical professional 
through whom all medical information is collected and through whom family and social 
supports can be brought into the treatment team. Dr. Flemons, the patient safety expert 
who testified at this inquiry, styled this role as a type of “patient navigator”.  This role 
would not be directly involved in the treatment of patients, but rather would be a 
central repository for information and be a single individual working with the patients to 
engage family, community and social supports in the treatment plan. 
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The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta has also been asked to respond to 
recommendations one through four, and the Alberta College of Pharmacists has been asked to 
respond to recommendation number three.  
 
I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Alberta Health Services accepts, accepts in principle, does not accept, or has a 
different response to each recommendation; 
 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
 

3. If Alberta Health Services intends to accept each recommendation, or to implement 
different measures, what steps will be taken in that regard.  

 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that any response 
received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government Portal:  
 
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/responses-to-public-fatality-inquiry-recommendations.  
 
If a response has not been received by September 4, 2018, that information will also be made 
publicly available.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fuchinsky 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
Enclosure 
 
Copy: Dr. Scott McLeod, Registrar, College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta 
 Greg Eberhart, Registrar, Alberta College of Pharmacists  
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