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Note: All links in this issue of Connection: Information for Teachers were active and accurate at the time of 
publication. This may no longer be the case. 
 

Provincial Curriculum Development and Implementation 

Curriculum Development 
Alberta Education continues to partner with the Alberta Teachers’ Association on the 
development of future curriculum in English and French. Curriculum development is 
focused on the Kindergarten to Grade 12 subjects of Language Arts (English Language Arts, 
French Language Arts, Français), Mathematics, Social Studies, Sciences, Arts, and Wellness 
Education.  
 
Curriculum Working Groups, comprising Kindergarten to Grade 12 teachers, post-
secondary professors and instructors, inclusive education and early learning specialists, 
and educators and ministry staff with in-depth knowledge and hands-on experience within 
subjects and across grades, recently developed draft Kindergarten to Grade 4 learning 
outcomes for the six subject areas. Validation sessions on this draft provincial curriculum 
took place in May.  
 
Validation of draft provincial curriculum elements includes reviews by academic specialists 
(e.g., academic specialists in the field of study, brain development specialists); education 
stakeholder focus groups, including non-profit organizations; teacher and educator focus 
groups; and the Minister’s Youth Council.  
 
Alberta Education collaborated with the Alberta School Councils’ Association (ASCA), 
Association of Independent Schools and Colleges in Alberta (AISCA), Fédération des 
parents francophones de l’Alberta (FPFA), and the Alberta Regional Professional 
Development Consortia (ARPDC) to deliver parent engagement sessions across the 
province in May and June. These sessions provided parents, guardians, and members of 
the public with the opportunity to review drafts of the Kindergarten to Grade 4 provincial 
curriculum and provide feedback on each subject.  
 
Visit Curriculum Development on the Alberta Education website to find out more about 
curriculum development or to access up-to-date information about timelines and 
opportunities to get involved.  

  

https://education.alberta.ca/curriculum-development?searchMode=3
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Curriculum Implementation 
Alberta Education is working with key education stakeholders on developing a provincial 
curriculum implementation plan and a provincial resource plan to support provincial 
implementation. Discussions will include 

• timelines 
• roles and responsibilities 
• supports for implementation 
• supports for resources 
• readiness strategies for school authorities and organizations that work within the 

education system 
• supports to guide school authorities and organizations that work within the 

education system in building capacity 
 
Alberta Education will continue to engage with stakeholders and coordinate the 
collaborative development of a curriculum implementation plan. 
 
Targeted timelines for ministerial approval of curriculum are as follows: 

• Kindergarten to Grade 4 (six subject areas), December 2018 
• Grades 5 to 8 (six subject areas), December 2019 
• Grades 9 and 10 (three subject areas), December 2020 
• Grades 9 and 10 (three subject areas) and Grades 11 and 12 (three subject areas), 

December 2021 
• Grades 11 and 12 (three subject areas), December 2022 

 
Implementation timelines have yet to be determined. Current curriculum will remain in 
effect until future curriculum is implemented. 

 

Health and Safety in the Science Classroom: Fall 2018 Release 
Health and Safety in the Science Classroom: Kindergarten to Grade 12, an updated version 
of Safety in the Science Classroom (2006), is scheduled to be available on the Alberta 
Education website in fall 2018 in English and French. The goal of Health and Safety in the 
Science Classroom: Kindergarten to Grade 12 (2018) is to bring together information 
needed by administrators, planners, teachers, and support staff to make sound decisions 
regarding science safety in a school setting. This update will ensure that 

• information on legislation, including Occupational Health and Safety, fire codes, 
building codes, and hazardous materials and environmental legislation, is accurate 
and current 

• chemicals deemed appropriate for use in schools are still considered appropriate for 
student use within a school setting 
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• terminology aligns with current safety communication messaging 
• information is relevant and has been revised and/or reviewed by hazardous 

materials experts 
 

Chapter 9 of Health and Safety in the Science Classroom: Kindergarten to Grade 12 (2018) 
categorizes chemicals as to their appropriateness for use in schools. As a result of a recent 
review by hazardous materials experts, the appropriateness of some of these chemicals for 
use in schools has changed. A list of chemicals with increased use-in-school restrictions can 
be viewed on the science updates web pages on the Alberta Education website: Updates to 
Science K–6, Updates 7–9 Science, Updates 10–12 Science.  
 
For more information, contact Wes Irwin, Senior Manager, Sciences (English), at  
780-422-2928 or Julie Lemay, Senior Manager, Sciences (French), at 780-422-1984. For  
toll-free access within Alberta to either of these contacts, first dial 310-0000. 

 

Career and Education Planning: French Resources on Alis 
Did you know that the alis website 
provides a growing number of French-
language resources? Some of them are 
described below. Discover more on 
alis’s French Resources page.  

Know Yourself 
Encourage students to visit the Know 
Yourself / Apprenez à vous connaitre 
section of the alis website to begin 
planning their careers and build their 
understanding of what they value, their interests, and the things they’re good at.  

Interests Exercise 
The Interests Exercise / Questionnaire sur les champs d’intérêt allows students to rank 
their interests in 50 work activities and see what occupations match their interests. 

Abilities Exercise 
The Abilities Exercise / Questionnaire sur les aptitudes helps students identify what they 
are good at. Through the exercise, students see how many skills and talents they have by 
rating a variety of activities and then discover the careers that best suit what they can do. 
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https://education.alberta.ca/science-k-6/updates/everyone/updates-to-science-k-6/?searchMode=3
https://education.alberta.ca/science-k-6/updates/everyone/updates-to-science-k-6/?searchMode=3
https://education.alberta.ca/science-7-9/updates/everyone/updates-7-9-science/
https://education.alberta.ca/science-10-12/updates/
mailto:wes.irwin@gov.ab.ca
mailto:julie.lemay@gov.ab.ca
https://alis.alberta.ca/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/french-resources/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/apprenez-a-vous-connaitre/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/interests-exercise/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/questionnaire-sur-les-champs-d-interet/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/abilities-exercise/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/questionnaire-sur-les-aptitudes/
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Explore School and Program Options 
Once students have identified a career direction and the education and training they’ll 
need to make it a reality, their next step is to explore schools and programs. The Explore 
School and Program Options / Étudier le choix d’établissements et de programmes section 
will help them do this.  
 
This area links to post-secondary programs accredited and recognized in Alberta, including 
degree, diploma, and apprenticeship options. Whether students prefer distance education, 
hands-on learning, or in-class instruction, they can find a program to explore further. 

Bilingual Publications 
This is Your Life: A Career and Education Planning Guide and its French version Prendre sa 
vie en main : Un guide en vue de planifier sa carrière et ses études are designed for youth in 
grades 9–12 and beyond, introducing students to the career planning process.  
 
Transition Planning Guide and its French version Transition : Guide de planification are 
designed for grades 9–12 students with disabilities (and their parents or caregivers), 
providing comprehensive information and strategies to help navigate the journey from 
high school to post-secondary education. 

 

Gay-straight Alliance at the International School of Macao 

Creating welcoming, caring, respectful, and safe spaces in schools fosters an environment 
where diversity and a positive sense of self and belonging is encouraged for all students. 
Gay-straight or queer-straight alliances (GSAs/QSAs) in schools can help create a safe place 
for all students, where they are more likely to feel comfortable being open about their 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and/or gender expression. 

The International School of Macao (TIS), an Alberta accredited international school located 
in China, has become the first school in Macao to have a GSA. TIS has a history of creating 
policies that value a positive and inclusive environment. The school has modelled its GSA 
after Alberta’s legislative initiatives around GSAs and QSAs, and the Alberta GSA Network.  

TIS’s GSA is a place for students to meet and socialize, participate in fun activities, and 
support each other in a way that respects diverse sexual orientations, gender identities, 
gender expressions, and other interests. Activities that TIS’s GSA have put on include 
hosting a fundraiser bake sale with proceeds donated to a local Macao LGBTQ organization, 
Rainbow Macao.  

 

https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/explore-school-and-program-options/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/explore-school-and-program-options/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/explore-school-and-program-options/etudier-le-choix-d-etablissements-et-de-programmes/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/content/products/this-is-your-life-a-career-and-education-planning-guide/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/content/products/prendre-sa-vie-en-main-un-guide-en-vue-de-planifer-sa-carriere-et-ses-etudes/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/content/products/prendre-sa-vie-en-main-un-guide-en-vue-de-planifer-sa-carriere-et-ses-etudes/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/content/products/transition-planning-guide-a-career-and-education-planning-guide-for-students-with-disabilities/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/content/products/transition-guide-de-planification/
https://education.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances/?searchMode=3
http://albertagsanetwork.ca/
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Connection: Information for Teachers is issued under the Open Government Licence – Alberta (note 
that the terms of this licence do not apply to any third-party materials in Connection). Comments 
and questions regarding the newsletter can be directed to the Connection Team at 
EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca. The current issue of Connection is available at 
https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-teachers/. Past issues are available 
through the Open Government Portal at https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555.  
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