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Note: All links in this edition of Connection: Information for Teachers were active and accurate at the time of 
publication. This may no longer be the case. 

 

Provincial Curriculum (Programs of Study) 

Thank you for helping shape future K–12 provincial curriculum 

Gathering feedback from Albertans is essential as Alberta Education moves forward in 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K–12) provincial curriculum development. 

The Spring 2017 Provincial Curriculum Survey is now closed. We would like to thank the nearly 
17,000 Albertans who provided feedback. We will use the feedback collected to help us refine 
the draft subject introductions and scope (what students will learn) and sequences (when they 
will learn it). A summary of the results will be posted in fall 2017. 

The refined draft subject introductions and draft scope and sequences will be used to develop 
learning outcomes in the six subject areas beginning this fall 2017. The cycle of developing 
learning outcomes and reviewing and validating the draft curriculum elements will continue 
through to December 2022. 

Throughout the cycle, feedback from curriculum surveys will help inform the development of 
K–12 provincial curriculum. Alberta Education will also continue to analyze current curriculum, 
review up-to-date research on teaching and learning, examine what other education systems 
are doing, address government commitments to include First Nations, Métis and Inuit as well 
as Francophone perspectives, and review current and previous work with stakeholders. 

Information on additional opportunities to be involved will be posted as information becomes 
available. 

Dual Credit Funding Announced 

Education for students in the 21st century takes place beyond the walls of a school. Through 
optional career-based high school programming such as dual credit, Alberta’s students engage 
in post-secondary learning experiences that can assist them in completing their high school 
education, earning post-secondary and/or workplace credits and in making meaningful 
transitions from secondary to post-secondary and/or the workplace. 

Alberta’s new dual credit funding model offers predictable, sustainable funding that will help 
school authorities expand the program in the near future. Alberta Education has committed 
$16.4 million over the next four years to expand the program. 

https://education.alberta.ca/curriculum-development/
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Alberta Education will continue to work with education stakeholders to develop a long- term 
framework that further outlines funding and streamlines governance under Alberta Education. 

For more information, please visit the Alberta Dual Credit website. 

Literacy and Numeracy Progressions Now Available 

Literacy and Numeracy Progressions are now available on the Alberta Education website in 
English and French. Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K–12) teachers can use these resources to 
support students in meeting the learning outcomes in the current provincial programs of study 
(curriculum). 

When literacy and numeracy are explicit in each subject: 
• a meaningful context is created where students learn and apply literacy and numeracy 

skills; and 
• students’ abilities to understand subject content is enhanced. 

Teachers can use the progressions in the following ways: 
• as a reference tool providing an overview of key aspects of literacy and numeracy that 

apply across the subjects from K–12; 
• to plan effective learning experiences that foster the development of literacy and 

numeracy; 
• as a reference point when gathering information about students’ literacy and numeracy 

strengths, needs and growth; and 
• to assist in determining when a student may require literacy and numeracy support to 

facilitate understanding of subject content. 

The literacy and numeracy progressions are not intended to be an add-on or a separate 
program. They should not be used to teach or to formally evaluate and report literacy and 
numeracy separately from subject learning outcomes. 

For more information, please contact Deanna Wiens, Senior Manager, Literacy, Numeracy at 
Deanna.Wiens@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-3776 or Julie Harvey, Senior Manager, Literacy, 
Numeracy and ELA (French) at Julie.Harvey@gov.ab.ca or 780-422- 7989 (dial 310-0000 first for 
toll-free access in Alberta). 

Competency Descriptions for Current Programs of Study Now Available 

Competency descriptions for current programs of study by subject are now available on the 
Alberta Education website in English and French in Arts Education (Drama, Music, Art), English 
Language Arts, French Language Arts (Immersion), Français (Francophone), Mathematics, K–9 
Health and Life Skills, and High School Career and Life Management, Physical Education, 
Science and Social Studies. 

https://education.alberta.ca/dual-credit/
https://education.alberta.ca/media/3402192/lit-and-num-progressions.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/media/3402233/preambule_progressions.pdf
mailto:Deanna.Wiens@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Julie.Harvey@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/competencies-in-subjects/?searchMode=3
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They describe the unique ways in which competencies are purposefully and meaningfully 
drawn upon and applied within each current Kindergarten to Grade 12 subject. Teachers can 
use these supports to help them connect competencies with subject area learning outcomes in 
current programs of study (curriculum). 

The competency descriptions are not intended to be an add-on or a separate program. They 
should not be used to teach or to formally evaluate and report competencies separately from 
subject learning outcomes. 

For more information, please contact Roxanne Rachinski, Senior Manager, Competencies at 
Roxanne.Rachinski@gov.ab.ca or 780-643-6044 or Patricia Rijavec, Senior Manager, 
Competencies, ESL and Francisation (French) at Patricia.Rijavec@gov.ab.ca or 780-422-7797 
(dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta). 

Bursary Supports Math Teachers 

Alberta Education has launched a $1-million bursary program to help teachers strengthen their 
knowledge, skill and confidence in teaching mathematics. The bursary will provide $1,000 per 
course, to a maximum of two courses per teacher. Teachers and education students can apply 
online for bursary pre-approval and view the list of eligible courses. 

Further program details and on-line applications can be accessed by visiting: 
www.education.ab.ca/math-bursary. Additional questions on the Math Bursary Program can be 
directed to EDC.mathbursary@gov.ab.ca. 

 

Resources 

Social Studies Resource Change (CBC News in Review) 

As part of Alberta Education’s commitment to continuous improvement, resources on 
LearnAlberta.ca are reviewed as licensing agreements approach their expiration/renewal date. 
Following the review, the licences for some resources currently available on LearnAlberta.ca 
may not be renewed. 

In addition to basic resources authorized by Alberta Education, support resources such as CBC 
News in Review are supplemental materials for teachers to consider using if they wish to do so. 
Reviewing licensing agreements for support resources helps to ensure that resources remain 
cost-effective as we make evidence-based decisions regarding appropriate allocation of 
provincial funds. With these considerations in mind, Alberta Education did not enter into a 
licensing agreement with CBC Curio.ca for the 2016–2017 CBC News in Review season. 

mailto:Roxanne.Rachinski@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Patricia.Rijavec@gov.ab.ca
http://www.education.ab.ca/math-bursary
mailto:EDC.mathbursary@gov.ab.ca
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Upon review, the following season of CBC News in Review was removed from LearnAlberta.ca 
at the end of August 2016, as the licensing agreement expired: 

• 2012–2013 season (September–December 2012 and February–May 2013). 

Additionally, the following seasons of CBC News in Review videos will be removed from 
LearnAlberta.ca at the end of August 2017, when their licensing agreements expire: 

• 2010–2011 season (September–December 2010 and February–May 2011) 
• 2013–2014 season (September–December 2013 and January–April 2014). 

If you would still like to access all available seasons of CBC News in Review, as a well as a host 
of additional resources produced by CBC, contact CBC and Radio-Canada’s online subscriber-
based streaming service, Curio.ca at https://curio.ca/en. There may be cost benefits in 
acquiring a bulk subscription, as well as the opportunity to access archived resources. You may 
also be aware of the resources that CBC provides for teachers at no charge on CBC Archives, 
including educational material geared toward students in Grades 6 through 12, on topics such 
as Canada’s Residential Schools. 

High-quality and current resources that support the social studies program continue to be 
available with login through the Online Reference Centre at LearnAlberta.ca. 

Alberta Education recognizes that decisions regarding the selection and utilization of various 
learning resources are made at the local level. We continue to encourage school authorities to 
choose learning support resources that best meet the needs of their students. 

The following educational websites can support teaching and learning in social studies through 
videos and other learning materials, available for free or through subscription. 

Sites with videos and learning materials for social studies (available at no cost) 

• CBC Digital Archives (www.cbc.ca/archives) – Video and radio archives with educational 
materials and lesson plans on social studies topics 

• The Canadian Foundation for Economic Education: Classroom Edition, Social Studies 
(www.classroomedition.ca/social-studies) – Videos, cartoons, lesson plans, and selected 
educational news articles from The Globe and Mail 

• Our Little Earth: Global News for World Citizens (www.ourlittleearth.com) – Interactive 
bi-weekly electronic newspaper featuring current events and world news 

• Teaching Kids News (www.teachingkidsnews.com) – Daily online news articles and media 
literacy activities for students in grades 2 to 8 

• National Film Board of Canada, In the News / Office national du film du Canada, Dans 
l'actualité (www.nfb.ca/channels/home_in_the_news_en) 
(www.onf.ca/chaines/home_dans_actualite_fr) – Canadian films related to current 
events and news stories 

https://curio.ca/en
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/a-lost-heritage-canadas-residential-schools
http://www.learnalberta.ca/OnlineReferenceCentre.aspx?lang=en
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/
http://www.classroomedition.ca/social-studies/
http://www.ourlittleearth.com/
http://www.teachingkidsnews.com/
http://www.nfb.ca/channels/home_in_the_news_en/
http://www.onf.ca/chaines/home_dans_actualite_fr/
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• Your Commonwealth: The Youth Perspective (www.yourcommonwealth.org) – Website 
contributors aged 15–29 from Commonwealth countries exchange perspectives on 
current events in their country/community or issues that affect young people around the 
world 

• Online Reference Centre (www.learnalberta.ca/OnlineReferenceCentre.aspx?lang=en) – 
High- quality and current resources that can support the social studies program, such as 
Curriculum Video on Demand; Early Canadiana Online; Peel’s Prairie Provinces; Global 
Issues in Context: Perspectives on International News and Events; and World History in 
Context. 

Sites with videos and learning materials for social studies (available through 
subscription) 

• Curio.ca (https://curio.ca/en) (https://curio.ca/fr) – Current and archived CBC News in 
Review videos; additional digital resources produced by CBC 

• LesPlan Educational Services (www.lesplan.com/en) (www.lesplan.com/fr) 
• What in the World? / Le Monde en Marche – Current events resource for Canadian 

students in grades 5 to 10 
• The Canadian Reader / Nos Nouvelles – Classroom-ready current events resource for 

students in grades 3 and up 
• Currents4Kids / Infos-Jeunes – Canadian online social studies resource featuring weekly 

articles about current events with visual representations, story-telling, comics, and other 
web tools 

• Classroom Ready / Regards Sur Notre Monde – Monthly News / Nouvelles du mois 
(www.classroomready.com/ca-en) (www.classroomready.com/ca-fr) – Current events 
resource for students in grades 3 to 10. 

For other possible digital resources, please see social studies program supports for: 
• Kindergarten to Grade 6 (www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-k-6/program- 

supports/everyone/external-links/); 
• Grades 7–9 (www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-7-9/program-supports/everyone/social- 

studies-resource-links); and 
• Grades 10–12 (education.alberta.ca/social-studies-10-12/program-supports/everyone/program- 

supports). 

If you have any questions, please contact Nathalie Langstaedtler, Senior Manager, Social 
Studies 10–12, by email at Nathalie.Langstaedtler@gov.ab.ca or by phone at 780-422-3255 
(toll-free in Alberta by first dialing 310-0000). 

Resources for Chemistry 

Do you have students interested in a future in chemistry? Dr. Charles Lucy of the Department 
of Chemistry at the University of Alberta has created a webpage with resources related to 

http://www.yourcommonwealth.org/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/OnlineReferenceCentre.aspx?lang=en
https://curio.ca/en
https://curio.ca/fr/
http://www.lesplan.com/en
http://www.lesplan.com/fr
http://www.classroomready.com/ca-en
http://www.classroomready.com/ca-fr/
http://www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-k-6/program-supports/everyone/external-links/
http://www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-k-6/program-supports/everyone/external-links/
http://www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-k-6/program-supports/everyone/external-links/
http://www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-7-9/program-supports/everyone/social-studies-resource-links/
http://www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-7-9/program-supports/everyone/social-studies-resource-links/
http://www.education.alberta.ca/social-studies-7-9/program-supports/everyone/social-studies-resource-links/
https://education.alberta.ca/social-studies-10-12/program-supports/everyone/program-supports/
https://education.alberta.ca/social-studies-10-12/program-supports/everyone/program-supports/
https://education.alberta.ca/social-studies-10-12/program-supports/everyone/program-supports/
mailto:Nathalie.Langstaedtler@gov.ab.ca
https://www.ualberta.ca/chemistry/undergraduate-program/resources-for-careers-in-chemistry
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careers in chemistry and interesting industrial chemistry applications. The resource may be 
useful to both you, as a teacher, and your students. 

Major headings include: 
• Chemistry Careers 
• Chemists in the Real World 
• York University (Toronto) Careers in Chemistry Panel Discussion, March 2012 
• Royal Society of Chemistry Career Vignettes 
• Forensics Chemistry 
• Industrial Chemicals 
• Metal Production 
• Petrochemical Industry 
• Petroleum Industry 
• Pharmaceutical Industry. 

Calling all CALM, CTS and CTF Teachers: Redesigning alis for Albertans 

Are you a CALM, CTS or CTF teacher? Do you use alis, OCCinfo or CAREERinsite or other career, 
learning and employment websites with your students? If so, you should be aware of some 
important changes. 

alis has been helping Albertans plan their careers for over two decades. 

The alis website is Alberta’s go-to resource for planning your career, learning and work. 
• Wondering about job options after high school? 
• Not sure how to finance post-secondary education? 
• Thinking about switching things up mid-career? 

Introducing a new design 
alis offers simple advice that, thanks to a new design, is easier than ever to find and follow. 

The new design of alis reflects the demands of today’s students, parents, teachers and career 
changers. Albertans access websites from a range of devices. Whether they are browsing from 
a cell phone, a laptop, a desktop or a tablet, the new alis design supports them. 

People also want targeted advice. They want it to be relevant to their interests and needs. They 
want it to be up front—personal even. When they’re not sure what they’re looking for, they 
want ideas about what to read next. With its new design, alis delivers. 

Explore alis today 
A clear design leads the way, prompting visitors to take the driver’s seat with confidence. 

Those who know what they’re looking for (a job, an education, career success) can find what 
they need under headings that match their quest. 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/college-to-career/chemistry-careers.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/college-to-career/chemists.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6sOOzSU2MM&amp;feature=em-subs_digest-vrecs
https://alis.alberta.ca/
https://occinfo.alis.alberta.ca/
https://careerinsite.alberta.ca/
http://alis.alberta.ca/new
https://alis.alberta.ca/look-for-work/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/pay-for-your-education/
https://alis.alberta.ca/look-for-work/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/
https://alis.alberta.ca/succeed-at-work/
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Those unsure of where to begin can select their current status, such as high school student or 
counsellor, right on the home page. They’ll be guided to relevant and timely content from 
there. 

Simply browsing the site is encouraged as well. It’s easy to explore the various sections: 
• Plan Your Career 
• Explore Education and Training 
• Look for Work 
• Succeed At Work 
• Inspire and Motivate 
• Tools and Resources 

There’s high-value, practical content to be found in each. It’s all there to help Albertans get the 
most out of their career journey. 

As well, alis now hosts Occupations in Alberta from OCCinfo and some self-assessment quizzes 
from CAREERinsite, with more work still to come. 

Make alis yours 
Visitors can sign up for a free account. Having an account allows them to save their favourite 
content for easy access across different devices. Alis also provides a tailored list of 
recommended readings based on browsing history and preferences. This targeted content 
appears throughout the site as “Suggested for you.” 

The new alis design is home to practical resources and timely advice. It’s designed for Alberta’s 
job finders, career planners, education seekers and career shifters. Explore what alis has to 
offer if you’re: 

• planning a career; 
• going back to school; 
• looking for a job; and 
• helping others achieve their career goals. 

Bookmark alis for future visits, explore what’s new on alis, and share what you find with others 
through social media. 

Feedback can be submitted online or sent to alis.info@gov.ab.ca. 

Discover other career, learning and employment articles on alis today! Inquiries can be directed 
to info@alis.gov.ab.ca. 

 

https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/
https://alis.alberta.ca/look-for-work/
https://alis.alberta.ca/succeed-at-work/
https://alis.alberta.ca/inspire-and-motivate/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/occupations-in-alberta/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/what-occupations-suit-your-interest-and-abilities/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/what-occupations-suit-your-interest-and-abilities/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/what-occupations-suit-your-interest-and-abilities/
https://alis.alberta.ca/sign-up/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/what-s-new-on-alis/
https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and-resources/about-alis/feedback/
mailto:ALIS.info@gov.ab.ca
http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/eps/tips/tips.html
mailto:info@alis.gov.ab.ca
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Other News 

2017 Stars of Alberta Volunteer Awards 

The search is on for Alberta’s outstanding youth volunteers as nominations for the Stars of 
Alberta Volunteer Awards are now open. 

Think about those remarkable young people who are making a difference in your school and in 
your community; those who help out at local fundraisers, take the time to visit with seniors, or 
step up to serve as mentors or lead sports and recreation programs. 

Now consider putting their names forward for the 2017 Stars of Alberta Volunteer Awards! 

Alberta’s youth are among the province’s most dedicated volunteers. Poshika Dhingra of 
Lindsay Thurber High School in Red Deer and University of Alberta student Dallas Ansell were 
the youth recipients of the 2016 Stars of Alberta Volunteer Awards. 

Who will be the young Stars of Alberta recipient this year? The deadline for submission of 
nominations is September 15. 

Certificate of School Completion 

The Certificate of School Completion is awarded to students with a significant cognitive 
disability who have completed their high school education but are unable to achieve a High 
School Diploma, High School Equivalency Diploma or Certificate of High School Achievement. 

Principals and assistant principals can nominate students for this certificate through the 
Provincial Approach to Student Information (PASI) using the ‘Credentials’ tab. 

Certificates are automatically generated using student information in PASI. 

Nominations can be submitted at any time during the school year, and schools will be able to 
nominate a student even after the student has completed their high school education and is no 
longer attending that school. 

In order for students who are eligible for a Certificate of School Completion to receive a printed 
copy of their certificate at the end of their last school year, please submit nominations on PASI 
after March 31. If a student requires a certificate earlier, please contact 
transcriptsanddiplomas@gov.ab.ca. 

https://www.culturetourism.alberta.ca/community/events-and-recognition/stars-of-alberta-awards/
https://www.culturetourism.alberta.ca/community/events-and-recognition/stars-of-alberta-awards/
https://www.culturetourism.alberta.ca/community/events-and-recognition/stars-of-alberta-awards/
https://www.culturetourism.alberta.ca/community/events-and-recognition/stars-of-alberta-awards/recipients/
mailto:transcriptsanddiplomas@gov.ab.ca


 

 © Government of Alberta 2017︱9 

June 2017 

To receive the Certificate of School Completion, the following criteria must be met: 
• student has worked on the goals and objectives in their individualized program 

plan/instructional support plan; 
• student has attended school for at least 12 years by the end of the current school year; 
• student is 17 years of age by March 1 of the current school year; 
• nomination is submitted during the student’s last year of high school; and 
• student’s PASI registration includes one of the following special education codes at the 

time of school completion: 41, 43, 44 or 52. Nominations with other special education 
codes will be reviewed by Learner Services. 

For further information, please contact Learner Services at LearnerServices@gov.ab.ca or at 
780-415-0783 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta). 

         

Connection: Information for Teachers is issued under the Open Government Licence – 
Alberta. Comments and questions regarding the newsletter can be directed to the 
Connection Team at EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca. The current edition 
of Connection is available at https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-
teachers/current-edition/. Past editions are available through the Open Government 
Portal at https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555. 
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mailto:LearnerServices@gov.ab.ca
https://open.alberta.ca/licence
https://open.alberta.ca/licence
mailto:EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-teachers/current-edition/
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