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Note: All links in this edition of Connection: Information for Teachers were active and accurate at the time of 
publication. This may no longer be the case. 
 

Provincial Assessment 

Provincial Assessment Field Test Information 
Alberta Education administers field tests prior to the administration of June Provincial 
Achievement Tests (PATs) and Diploma Exams. Field testing is essentially a process of “testing a 
test” – questions are administered to determine their difficulty level and their appropriateness 
for use on a future provincial assessment. 

Each field test requires a large student sample to provide provincial assessment developers 
with reliable information including, but not limited to, statistical data and comments from 
teachers and students, thereby contributing to the development of impartial, valid and reliable 
provincial assessments. 

PAT Field Tests in 2016/2017 
To align with the clarified K-9 Mathematics Program of Studies, the Grades 6 and 9 Math PATs 
will be strengthened with a Part A that students will complete without the assistance of 
calculators in June 2017 and 2018 respectively. To support the development of this part of the 
tests, additional field testing opportunities for Math 6 and 9 PATs will be available in April, May 
and June 2017. 

2016/2017 Field Test Administration Dates for All PAT Subjects 
Paper Format Year-End Field Tests April 17 – May 5 

May 15 – June 15 
Digital Format Year-End Field Tests April 17 – May 5 

May 15 – June 15 
 

Diploma Exam Field Tests 
To support the integration of a written-response on the Math 30-1 and Math 30-2 Diploma 
Exams in the 2018-2019 school year, there are additional field test opportunities for both of 
these subjects. 

Mathematics Field Tests in 2016/2017 
• Both Math 30-1 and Math 30-2 will offer paper year-end field tests that will include 

machine- scored and written-response questions. 
• Math 30-2 will offer a paper year-end field test with written response only. 
• Digital year-end field tests containing only machine-scored questions will continue to be 

offered in English and French. 
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• Math 30-2 digital topic field tests containing only machine-scored questions will continue 
to be offered. 

2016/2017 Field Test Administration Dates for All Diploma Exam Subjects 
Paper Year-End Test May 15 – June 16* 
Digital Year-End Test May 15 – June 14 

June 20 – 28 
Digital Unit Test February 1 – June 14 

June 20-28 
Hybrid Year-end Test May 15 – June 16 

* Social Studies Diploma Exam field tests are administered after May 27, 2017. 

Deadline for Diploma Exam Field Test Requests: 
Requests for paper format field tests for Session 2 must be submitted to Alberta Education by 
April 14, 2017. 

Teachers may submit PAT and Diploma Exam field test requests through the online request 
system or by using the paper-based form available on the Alberta Education website. 

Teachers who intend on requesting a field test must obtain an Alberta Education account. A 
presentation is also available to walk teachers through the field test request process. 

All pertinent information for field testing can be found in the Field Testing Guide of the General 
Information Bulletins: Diploma Exam General Information Bulletin and PAT General Information 
Bulletin. 

For general inquiries about submitting field test requests, teachers may contact Steven 
Diachuk, Business Coordinator, Field Testing Programs at Steven.Diachuk@gov.ab.ca or 
780-492-1453 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta). 

 

Resources 

Mathematics and Science Resources (Gizmos, National Geographic, and 
Science 9 eTextbook) 

Resources on LearnAlberta.ca are reviewed as licensing agreements approach their 
expiration/renewal date. In addition to basic resources authorized by Alberta Education, 
support resources such as ExploreLearning Gizmos are supplemental materials for teachers to 
consider if they wish to do so. This review helps to ensure that resources can support all 

http://public.education.alberta.ca/FieldTestScheduler
http://public.education.alberta.ca/FieldTestScheduler
https://education.alberta.ca/media/3272811/20-paper-format-field-test-request.pdf
https://prezi.com/6klnbxqfgloy/field-test-request-help/
https://education.alberta.ca/diploma-exam-administration/general-information-bulletin/everyone/general-information-bulletin-2016-17/?searchMode=3
https://education.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests/general-information-bulletin/
https://education.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests/general-information-bulletin/
mailto:Steven.Diachuk@gov.ab.ca
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students, in both English and French programs, and that they remain cost-effective as we make 
decisions regarding appropriate allocation of provincial funds. 

As of December 15, 2016, the provincial licensing agreement between Alberta Education and 
United States-based Lazel Inc./ExploreLearning Gizmos supplemental resource was concluded. 
Therefore, the mathematics and science online interactive simulations will no longer be 
available on LearnAlberta.ca. Some of the high school Mathematics and Science Tools 4 
Teachers (T4T) courses available on LearnAlberta.ca reference Gizmos. Alternative support 
websites have been referenced in the course materials and the Mathematics T4T high school 
course materials have been updated. If you would still like to access Gizmos, please contact 
ExploreLearning Gizmos to inquire about a subscription. 

With additional consideration of the age of resources, the National Geographic Science Videos 
were removed from LearnAlberta.ca at the end of June 2016, when the licensing agreement 
expired. There continues to be high-quality and current National Geographic Kids resources 
available through the Online Reference Centre at LearnAlberta.ca. 

The provincial licensing agreement for Pearson Canada’s Science in Action 9 eTextbook 
concluded on December 22, 2016. The eTextbook is no longer accessible through 
LearnAlberta.ca. If you would like access to print copies of the textbook, please contact Pearson 
Canada. 

LearnAlberta.ca will continue to have other supports such as videos, simulations, and other 
digital resources available to teachers, students and parents in both mathematics and science. 
The Mathematics Glossary, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Illuminations, 
Mathematics Interactives, and Mathematics and Science applets are some examples of 
additional support resources that are available. Also, additional Support Resources: 
Kindergarten to Grade 9 Mathematics are available on the Alberta Education website. 

Alberta Education recognizes that the selection and utilization of various learning resources are 
made at the local level. We continue to encourage school authorities to choose learning 
support resources that best meet the needs of their students. 

The following is a list of educational websites that can support teaching and learning in 
mathematics and science through free simulations or videos. 

Mathematics 
• Desmos (www.desmos.com) 

- Visual, interactive simulations for teaching and learning mathematics. 
• Geogebra (www.geogebra.org) 

- Visual, interactive simulations for teaching and learning mathematics. 
• PhET Interactive Simulations, University of Colorado (https://phet.colorado.edu) 

- Interactive mathematics and science resources. 

https://www.explorelearning.com/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/OnlineReferenceCentre.aspx?lang=en
http://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zRo&amp;PMDBSOLUTIONID=25862&amp;PMDBSITEID=2621&amp;PMDBCATEGORYID=25879&amp;PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID&amp;PMDBSUBJECTAREAID&amp;PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=26225&amp;PMDbProgramID=50492
http://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zRo&amp;PMDBSOLUTIONID=25862&amp;PMDBSITEID=2621&amp;PMDBCATEGORYID=25879&amp;PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID&amp;PMDBSUBJECTAREAID&amp;PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=26225&amp;PMDbProgramID=50492
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/program-supports/everyone/support-documents/
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/program-supports/everyone/support-documents/
http://www.desmos.com/
http://www.geogebra.org/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
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• Critical Learning Instructional Paths Supports Student CLIPS (www.mathclips.ca) 
- Interactive mathematics supports for grades K–12. 

• Khan Academy (www.khanacademy.org) 
- Comprehensive science and math; arts and humanities; computing. 

• Shodor Interactivate (www.shodor.org/interactivate) 
- Interactive courseware for exploration in science and mathematics. 

• Math is Fun (www.mathsisfun.com) 
- Digital activities and learning materials for mathematics. 

• Interactive Sites for Education (www.interactivesites.weebly.com) 
- K–5 online, interactive, educational games and simulations in one place! (Links out to 

other sites). 

For other possible digital resources, please see the Additional Support Resources: Kindergarten 
to Grade 9 Mathematics. 

Science 
• Molecular Work Bench (http://mw.concord.org/modeler/) 

- Visual, Interactive Simulations for Teaching and Learning Science. 
• Interactive Sites for Education (www.interactivesites.weebly.com) 

- K–5 online, interactive, educational games and simulations in one place! (Links out to 
other sites). 

• Khan Academy (www.khanacademy.org) (www.youtube.com/user/khanacademy) 
- Website and YouTube channel. 
- Comprehensive Science and Math; Arts and Humanities; Computing. 

• WatchKnowLearn.org (www.watchknowlearn.org) 
- Wiki-based sharing site, monitored. 
- All subjects. 

• Curriki (www.curriki.org) 
- All subjects. 
- Free and open library of digital learning resources, Open Educational Resources 

(OER). 
• MinutePhysics (www.youtube.com/user/minutephysics) 

- MinutePhysics is an educational YouTube channel created by Henry Reich. The 
channel's videos include time-lapsed drawing to explain physics-related topics in 
approximately one minute. 

• MinuteEarth (www.youtube.com/user/minuteearth) 
- In October 2011, Reich started a second channel entitled MinuteEarth presenting 

videos in a similar style to his MinutePhysics videos regarding the physical properties 
and phenomena that make up and occur on Earth. 

• Crash Course Kids (www.youtube.com/channel/UCONtPx56PSebXJOxbFv-2jQ) 
- Science Crash Course (or CrashCourse) is an educational YouTube channel started by 

the Green brothers, Hank Green and John Green, who are notable for their 
VlogBrothers channel. 

http://www.mathclips.ca/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.shodor.org/interactivate
http://www.mathsisfun.com/
http://www.interactivesites.weebly.com/
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/program-supports/everyone/support-documents/
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/program-supports/everyone/support-documents/
http://mw.concord.org/modeler/
http://www.interactivesites.weebly.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/khanacademy
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://www.curriki.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/minutephysics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/user/minuteearth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCONtPx56PSebXJOxbFv-2jQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_brothers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hank_Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Green_(author)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VlogBrothers
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• OnlineLabs.in (www.onlinelabs.in) 
- Serves as a comprehensive, encyclopedic reference about online labs in a variety of 

subjects, particularly virtual laboratory simulations for science education with 
resources featured in chemistry, physics, and biology. 

• National Science Teachers Association (www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx) 
- Provides an array of free resources for you and your classroom. 

• PhET Interactive Simulations, University of Colorado (https://phet.colorado.edu) 
- Provides free interactive math and science resources. 

• Discovery of Photosynthesis (www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOrZf6lZgnk) 
- In this biology lesson, Mr. Zabel goes over the Discovery of Photosynthesis. He talks 

about the scientists and their experiments that lead to the contribution of coming up 
with the photosynthetic equation. 

• Discovery of Photosynthesis (www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzdKP9wcm88) 
- Clipbank video learning resources. Extracted from educational programmes for 

secondary schools aired on Channel 4. 
• Science Simulations to Engage the Digital Native 

(www.sites.google.com/a/esc6.net/science-simulations-to-engage-the-digital- 
native/reporting-category-4-organisms-environments/high-school-biology) 
- High school biology. 

• The King’s Centre for Visualization in Science (www.kcvs.ca/site/projects/physics.html) 
- Applets designed to help address some critical points in a student's understanding in 

physics. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jan Olson, Senior Manager, Mathematics at 
jan.olson@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-3588 or Caroline Nixon, Senior Manager, Sciences at 
caroline.nixon@gov.ab.ca or 780-422-3219 (dial 310-0000 for toll-free access in Alberta). 

Alberta Education Releases Literacy and Numeracy Progressions 
The literacy and numeracy progressions are now posted on the Alberta Education website. 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K–12) teachers can use these resources to support students in 
meeting the learning outcomes in the current provincial curriculum (programs of study). When 
literacy and numeracy are explicit in each subject: 

• a meaningful context is created where students learn and apply literacy and numeracy 
skills; and 

• students’ ability to understand subject content is enhanced. 

Teachers can use the progressions in the following ways: 
• as a reference tool providing an overview of key aspects of literacy and numeracy that 

apply across the subjects from K–12; 
• to plan effective learning experiences that foster the development of literacy and 

numeracy; 

http://www.onlinelabs.in/
http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx
https://phet.colorado.edu/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOrZf6lZgnk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzdKP9wcm88
http://www.sites.google.com/a/esc6.net/science-simulations-to-engage-the-digital-native/reporting-category-4-organisms-environments/high-school-biology
http://www.sites.google.com/a/esc6.net/science-simulations-to-engage-the-digital-native/reporting-category-4-organisms-environments/high-school-biology
http://www.sites.google.com/a/esc6.net/science-simulations-to-engage-the-digital-native/reporting-category-4-organisms-environments/high-school-biology
http://www.kcvs.ca/site/projects/physics.html
mailto:jan.olson@gov.ab.ca
mailto:caroline.nixon@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/media/3402192/lit-and-num-progressions.pdf
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• as a reference point when gathering information about students’ literacy and numeracy 
strengths, needs, and growth; and 

• to assist in determining when a student may require literacy and numeracy support to 
facilitate understanding of subject content. 

The literacy and numeracy progressions are not intended to be an add-on or a separate 
program of studies. They should not be used to teach or to formally evaluate and report 
literacy and numeracy separately from subject learning outcomes. 

For more information about all of the Literacy and Numeracy resources, please visit us online 
or contact Deanna Wiens, Senior Manager, Literacy, Numeracy and Learning Commons at 
Deanna.Wiens@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-3776 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta). 

Teaching Refugees with Limited Formal Schooling 
TeachingRefugees.com was developed to support school authorities across Alberta in their 
work with students and families from refugee backgrounds. 

It contains information that promotes effective school-based programming including: 
• language proficiency benchmarks for English language learners with limited formal 

schooling that identify early foundational skills that are precursors to the Level 1 and 2 
indicators of the Alberta K-12 ESL Proficiency Benchmarks; 

• trauma-informed tips for teachers; 
• resources for addressing socio-emotional development; 
• a complex English language learners toolkit; 
• resources to help refugee students acquire basic communication and cultural survival 

skills; 
• examples of ways to organize instructions, supportive practices and teaching strategies; 

and 
• links to additional resources and references. 

For more information, please contact Mike Ettrich, Senior Manager, English as a Second 
Language at mike.ettrich@gov.ab.ca or 780-644-8195 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta). 

English as a Second Language Benchmark Videos now available 
A total of 39 videos are now available on the Supporting English Language Learners web page 
on the LearnAlberta website. These videos will help teachers of English language learners 
understand students’ proficiency in speaking, reading, and listening. 

These videos show English language learners participating in language-rich learning activities in 
the classroom and demonstrating their understanding of curricular topics using language at 
their own proficiency level. They illustrate the language that students understand and use at 

https://education.alberta.ca/literacy-and-numeracy/about-literacy-and-numeracy/?searchMode=3
https://education.alberta.ca/literacy-and-numeracy/about-literacy-and-numeracy/?searchMode=3
mailto:Deanna.Wiens@gov.ab.ca
http://teachingrefugees.com/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
mailto:mike.ettrich@gov.ab.ca
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
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each of five levels of proficiency in speaking, reading, and listening. The videos also provide a 
model for how teachers can pay attention to the language that their students use so that they 
can determine their language proficiency using the Alberta K-12 ESL Proficiency Benchmarks. 

For more information, please contact Mike Ettrich, Senior Manager, English as a Second 
Language, at mike.ettrich@gov.ab.ca or 780-644-8195 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta). 

Annotated English as a Second Language (ESL) Resource Collection 
The Annotated ESL Resource Collection is a searchable annotated list of learning and teaching 
resources for Kindergarten to Grade 9 developed to support teachers of English language 
learners. Search criteria include grade level, ESL Benchmark level, format, title, author, subject, 
topic, and correlation to the current Alberta programs of study. 

The Annotated ESL Resource Collection, which is available to all Alberta teachers, has a new 
URL: http://bit.do/AERC-Alberta.The Annotated ESL Resource Collection may not work properly 
with some older browsers. If searches fail to give results, try again using a different browser. 

For more information, please contact Mike Ettrich, Senior Manager, English as a Second 
Language at mike.ettrich@gov.ab.ca or 780-644-8195 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta). 

Are Your Students Planning for Post-secondary? Money 101 can help 
If your students are considering a post-secondary education but don’t know how to pay for it, 
Money 101: Budgeting Basics for Further Education can help. 

This publication covers everything from how to save money for tuition and books, planning and 
tracking monthly living expenses, and budgeting for food and entertainment to ensure they 
have enough money to get them through the school year. 

Money 101 shows students numerous options for paying for their post-secondary education, 
including: 

• bursaries and scholarships; 
• summer or part-time jobs; 
• personal savings; 
• help from family members; and 
• loans from lending institutions. 

To order Money 101 visit www.alis.alberta.ca/publications. For more resources about post- 
secondary education visit www.alis.alberta.ca/post-secondary. 

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
mailto:mike.ettrich@gov.ab.ca
http://bit.do/AERC-Alberta
mailto:mike.ettrich@gov.ab.ca
http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/careershop/showproduct.html?DisplayCode=PRODUCT&amp;EntityKey=63
http://www.alis.alberta.ca/publications
http://www.alis.alberta.ca/post-secondary
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Helping Your Students Find a Direction. Where are You Going? 
Your students are encouraged to plan for the future and choose a career. But how do you get 
them motivated to start thinking about career planning? Going Somewhere? Live/Learn/Work 
helps students find a direction after high school or take the first steps in a plan they already 
have. 

This publication is about the future—the next five minutes, two weeks, or the next two years. It 
will guide young people to discover their interests, passions, skills and strengths so they can 
begin to plan their life, learning, and work. 

Going Somewhere? Live/Learn/Work will help your students: 
• identify inner and outer motivations; 
• define interests, passions, skills and strengths; 
• find possibilities; 
• build support networks; and 
• explore the difference between a job and a career. 

Download or order a copy of Going Somewhere? Live/Learn/Work from ALIS. 

For teachers and counsellors, a free Educators’ Guide PDF with activities, outcomes, and 
discussion questions is also available. 

         

Connection: Information for Teachers is issued under the Open Government Licence – 
Alberta. Comments and questions regarding the newsletter can be directed to the 
Connection Team at EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca. The current edition 
of Connection is available at https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-
teachers/current-edition/. Past editions are available through the Open Government 
Portal at https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555. 

ISSN: 1710-7555 

 

http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/careershop/showproduct.html?DisplayCode=PRODUCT&amp;EntityKey=7744
http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/careershop/showproduct.html?DisplayCode=PRODUCT&amp;EntityKey=7744&amp;utm_source=mailoutinteractive&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=Connections%20Newsletter%20-%20January%202017
http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/careershop/showproduct.html?DisplayCode=PRODUCT&amp;EntityKey=7766
https://open.alberta.ca/licence
https://open.alberta.ca/licence
mailto:EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-teachers/current-edition/
https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-teachers/current-edition/
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555
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