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Note: All links in this edition of Connection: Information for Teachers were active and accurate at the time of 
publication. This may no longer be the case. 
 

News 

Alberta Education introduces Streamlined Expression of Competencies 
Competencies are combinations of knowledge, skills and attitudes that students develop 
and apply for successful learning, living and working. They emphasize aspects of learning 
that apply within and across all subject areas. 

Alberta’s Kindergarten to Grade 12 curriculum promotes development of the following 
competencies, which are streamlined expressions of the competencies in the Ministerial 
Order on Student Learning (#001/2013). These streamlined expressions of competencies 
are: 

• Critical Thinking 
• Problem Solving 
• Managing Information 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Communication 
• Collaboration 
• Cultural and Global Citizenship 
• Personal Growth and Well-being 

More information on the streamlined expression of competencies are available on Alberta 
Education’s website. 

 

Curriculum 

Career and Technology Foundations approved for Fall 2016 implementation 
In March 2016, Minister David Eggen announced that the Career and Technology 
Foundations (CTF) Program of Studies has been approved for students in Grades 5–9 as a 
provincially authorized optional course available for implementation in Fall 2016. 

CTF helps students build their understanding of the world around them as they identify and 
apply career and life skills earlier in their education. CTF enables students to participate in 
hands-on, engaging and relevant learning experiences as they work towards creating real-
life products, presentations or services. CTF supports local programming by allowing for the 
creation of optional courses that respond to the needs of students, teachers, schools, and 

https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/
https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/
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the community. CTF is inclusive, can be adapted for all learners, and can reflect various 
perspectives. This includes First Nations, Métis and Inuit, Francophone, or other 
communities. 

For more information, access the website, or contact CTF Team Leaders Danielle Amerongen 
(French) at Danielle.Amerongen@gov.ab.ca or Dave McCann (English) at 
david.mccann@gov.ab.ca. 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 Mathematics 
New starting in September 2016, Alberta Education is using feedback to further refine our 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K–12) mathematics programs of study and to identify 
opportunities to better support teachers in the classroom. The ministry is working to 
systemically improve factors that contribute to the successful implementation of the math 
program in classrooms across Alberta. 

As we move forward, this work will include: 
• providing additional clarifications to the K–9 program of studies and achievement 

indicators; 
• identifying additional support resources for teachers; 
• establishing jurisdictional math contacts to directly share updates with teachers; 
• reinforcing number facts and operations through provincial assessment (number 

facts were added to the Grade 3 Student Learning Assessment in fall 2015; number 
operations are planned to be added to the Grade 6 Math Provincial Achievement 
Test for the 2016/2017 school year); 

• supporting teachers and students for diploma exams; 
• analyzing factors that contribute to greater student achievement by reviewing school 

jurisdiction results as part of the Annual Education Results Report; 
• expanding professional learning opportunities (Elementary Mathematics Professional 

Learning Opportunities - EMPLO) for elementary teachers, including pre-service 
teachers, at no cost through the Alberta Regional Professional Development 
Consortia; and 

• initiating a dialogue with the Deans of Education to explore options to better support 
faculty of education students to deliver effective math programming. 

For the Alberta K–9 Mathematics Program of Studies September 2016, the updates include: 
• removal of “such as” in outcomes in the Number strand; 
• clarification of “addition facts up to and including 5 + 5 and 9 + 9;” 
• addition of maintenance notes in outcomes in the Number strand in grades 4 to 9; 

and 
• addition of notes regarding strategies in the Number strand in grades 2 to 5. 

https://education.alberta.ca/career-and-technology-foundations/program-of-studies/
mailto:Danielle.Amerongen@gov.ab.ca
mailto:david.mccann@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/updates/
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Background 
In September 2015, Alberta Education first clarified the expectations of the Alberta 
Mathematics Kindergarten to Grade 9 Program of Studies by revising the Alberta K–9 
Mathematics Achievement Indicators (2015) resource to include standard/traditional 
algorithm achievement indicators in the Grades 2 to 5 and created a new fact sheet, Sample 
Standard/Traditional Algorithms. 

A list of Additional Support Resources for the K–9 math program of studies was developed in 
collaboration with teachers and administrators throughout Alberta to provide further 
support for the K–9 math program of studies. The most recent additions to the list were 
added in May 2016. 

Professional Development Opportunities – In the 2015/2016 school year, a series of learning 
opportunities was offered across the province through the Alberta Regional Professional 
Development Consortia (ARPDC) to teachers and pre-service teachers. These learning 
opportunities will extend throughout the 2016/2017 school year and beyond. Check the 
ARPDC Learning Portal or contact your regional consortium for updates and registration. 

If you have any questions about the mathematics programs of study or resources, please 
contact: 

• Jan Olson, Team Leader, Mathematics K–9, at Jan.Olson@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-3588 
(toll- free within Alberta by first dialing 310-0000); or 

• Diane Stobbe, French Team Leader, Mathematics K-12, at Diane.Stobbe@gov.ab.ca or 
(780) 427-7489 (toll-free within Alberta by first dialing 310-0000). 

If you have any questions regarding provincial assessment, please contact: 

• Renate Taylor-Majeau, Numeracy Team Leader, at Renate.TaylorMajeau@gov.ab.ca or 
780-422-2656 (toll-free within Alberta by first dialing 310-0000) for Grade 3 Student 
Learning Assessment; 

• Kelly Rota, Mathematics 6 and 9 PAT Team Leader, at Kelly.Rota@gov.ab.ca or 
780-422-4365 (toll-free within Alberta by first dialing 310-0000) for Grade 6 
Mathematics Provincial Achievement Test; or 

• Ross Marian, Mathematics 30-1 Diploma Exam Team Leader, at 
Ross.Marian@gov.ab.ca or 780-415-6181(toll-free within Alberta by first dialing 310-
0000) for Mathematics 30-1 Diploma Exam. 

 

https://education.alberta.ca/media/481795/factsheet-algorithms.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/media/481795/factsheet-algorithms.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/media/481795/factsheet-algorithms.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/program-supports/everyone/support-documents/
http://learning.arpdc.ab.ca/
http://learning.arpdc.ab.ca/
https://arpdc.ab.ca/index.php/en/consortium-map
mailto:Jan.Olson@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Diane.Stobbe@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Renate.TaylorMajeau@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Kelly.Rota@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Ross.Marian@gov.ab.ca
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Resources 

Alberta Education introduces Streamlined Expression of Competencies 
Competencies are combinations of knowledge, skills and attitudes that students develop 
and apply for successful learning, living and working. They emphasize aspects of learning 
that apply within and across all subject areas. 

Alberta’s Kindergarten to Grade 12 curriculum promotes development of the following 
competencies, which are streamlined expressions of the competencies in the Ministerial 
Order on Student Learning (#001/2013). These streamlined expressions of competencies are: 

• Critical Thinking 
• Problem Solving 
• Managing Information 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Communication 
• Collaboration 
• Cultural and Global Citizenship 
• Personal Growth and Well-being 

More information on the streamlined expression of competencies are available on Alberta 
Education’s website. 

New Language Arts and Math supports for teachers on the Inclusive Education 
Library 

Additional supports in Language Arts and Mathematics are now posted on the Inclusive 
Education Library. Using these supports benefits all students and provides teachers with 
options for creating flexible and responsive programming. 

These resources are based on a tiered model of support (consisting of universal, targeted, 
and individualized supports) which help make learning outcomes accessible to all learners. 
The starting point of instruction for all students in Alberta is the programs of study. 

For more information, please see: Instructional Strategies and Supports on the Inclusive 
Education Library. 

MyWorkQuest: A new education and employment website for youth 
Young people have questions about education and employment, but it’s not always easy for 
them to get the information they need or find answers they can trust – MyWorkQuest can 
help. Created by the Government of Alberta, it’s a new mobile-friendly question-and-answer 
website that will help young Albertans make the most of their work search and connect 
them to valuable career advice. 

https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/
https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/
https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ieptlibrary/lib08.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ieptlibrary/index.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ieptlibrary/index.html
https://myworkquest.alberta.ca/
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MyWorkQuest provides information about the transition from school to work, helping youth 
be successful, and get to where they want to be in the early stages of their career. They’ll 
find answers to questions like: 

• How do I find a job after high school if I have no experience? 
• Is finding work I like as hard as people say it is? 
• What’s out there to help me look for a job? 
• What jobs are in demand in Alberta? 

Students are encouraged to explore the many questions on the site. Along the way, they will 
likely find answers to important questions they never thought to ask. If students can’t find 
an answer to their question, they can ask MyWorkQuest and get a helpful email response, 
but a written or video answer to their question may be added to the website to help others 
in a similar situation. 

If youth need more immediate help, the Career Information Hotline is a free phone call 
away. MyWorkQuest posters, postcards, and videos are available for school use and can be 
ordered from https://myworkquest.alberta.ca/about/promotional-resources/. 

 

Other News 

New policy framework supports inclusive education 
Every child is capable of learning. That’s why the Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12 2015– 
2016 includes the Inclusive Education Policy statement (page 25), requiring that all children 
and students have access to meaningful and relevant learning experiences that include 
appropriate instructional supports. 

An Inclusive Education Policy Framework is currently being developed with key education 
stakeholders across the province, designed to inform and inspire ongoing dialogue between 
Alberta Education, school authorities and community partners. 

It will provide guidance and direction for school authorities and government to ensure we 
are all working together to create an inclusive education system in which each and every 
learner is successful. 

This policy framework will create a roadmap by providing policy directions, outcome 
statements and recommended actions that reflect the values of inclusive education. 
Inclusion is not just about learners with disabilities or exceptionalities. It is an approach that 
embraces diversity and differences. 

http://alis.alberta.ca/hotline
https://myworkquest.alberta.ca/about/promotional-resources/
https://education.alberta.ca/media/1626501/guide_to_ed_school_act_2015-june-4-with-active-links.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/media/1626501/guide_to_ed_school_act_2015-june-4-with-active-links.pdf


 

 © Government of Alberta 2016︱6 

June 2016 

The framework will be enabling rather than prescriptive. It will be supported by other policy 
instruments including the revised standards that will outline mandatory requirements for all 
school authorities to ensure clear expectations for meeting the educational needs of 
children and students with disabilities. 

Alberta Education’s Advisory Committee for Building an Inclusive Education System, with 
members from over 25 key organizations, met in January to review the draft framework. A 
number of the Advisory Committee members hosted facilitated conversations with 
stakeholders from the agencies and groups they represent. 

A working group will review feedback and make recommendations for final revisions. The 
revised framework will be reviewed and validated by the Advisory Committee for Building an 
Inclusive Education System. Once validated, a final version will be forwarded to the Minister 
for approval. 

For further information, please contact Leah Dushenski, Senior Manager, School 
Accreditation and Standards, at Leah.Dushenski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-6894 (dial 310-
0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta). 

Join the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup 
Enhance your student’s connection to the environment and promote learning in a positive 
and energetic way! 

Every year, tens of thousands of Canadians participate in the Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup. It is one of the largest direct action environmental programs in Canada and the 
third largest cleanup in the world. 

The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup has also developed a Curriculum Guide for Alberta 
that will help educators along the way! 

Last year school cleanups helped prevent nearly 176,000 kg of trash from entering our 
waterways. 

Alberta Curriculum Guide (Kindergarten to Graded 6): These activities will have your 
students making art projects, reading stories, running obstacle courses, solving math 
problems, exploring biology, building environmental stewardship and doing what they do 
best – having fun! 

Schoolyard Cleanups: Your school is connected to a local waterway either directly or 
through storm drains and by organizing a cleanup you can help prevent litter from making its 
way onto shorelines. If your school is not yet listed on our website all you have to do is 
submit your cleanup location to us to be added in. Find out how here. 

mailto:Leah.Dushenski@gov.ab.ca
http://bit.ly/1mKjAzx
http://shorelinecleanup.ca/
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The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup is a not-for-profit organization recognized as one of 
the largest direct action conservation programs, as well as the most significant contributor 
to the International Coastal Cleanup in Canada. 

Registration is Now Open 
Visit ShorelineCleanup.ca to register your cleanup today. 

         

Connection: Information for Teachers is issued under the Open Government Licence – 
Alberta. Comments and questions regarding the newsletter can be directed to the 
Connection Team at EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca. The current edition 
of Connection is available at https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-
teachers/current-edition/. Past editions are available through the Open Government 
Portal at https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555. 

ISSN: 1710-7555 

 

http://shorelinecleanup.ca/
https://open.alberta.ca/licence
https://open.alberta.ca/licence
mailto:EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-teachers/current-edition/
https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-teachers/current-edition/
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555
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