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Note: All links in this edition of Connection: Information for Teachers were active and accurate at the time of 
publication. This may no longer be the case. 
 

Provincial Curriculum (Programs of Study) 

Online Curriculum Survey - Use your knowledge to improve your students’ 
experience 

Alberta Education is beginning the process to develop future Kindergarten to Grade 12 
provincial curriculum content. Our new approach will span six years and see work done 
simultaneously on six subject areas. 

An online survey is now open and can be accessed at http://curriculumsurvey.alberta.ca, and it 
will remain open until November 18, 2016. The survey provides an opportunity for Albertans to 
provide feedback on the general direction for the development of all future provincial 
curriculum, as well as the strengths and gaps of our current curriculum. 

Alberta Education is also conducting face-to-face meetings via the Alberta Regional 
Professional Development Consortia (ARPDC) to promote conversation across the province 
about Alberta’s curriculum and to support Albertans in responding to the online survey. These 
sessions will run until the closing of the survey on November 18. 

Information on how to access regional sessions is posted on the ARPDC provincial website at 
www.arpdc.ab.ca. Additionally, supports are provided for individuals or groups to complete the 
survey: 

• Curriculum Development Stakeholder Engagement Video 
• Survey Individual Participation Guide 
• Survey Group Facilitation Guide. 

Support materials in French are available through the Consortium Provincial Francophone at 
www.cpfpp.ab.ca. A print version of the survey is also available via the ARPDC. 

We appreciate your support and assistance in promoting awareness and encouraging the 
participation of your colleagues, parents/guardians, students and broader community 
members. 

Information about provincial curriculum development, along with additional opportunities to 
provide input, can be found on the Alberta Education webpages at: 
https://education.alberta.ca/curriculum-development/. 

 

http://curriculumsurvey.alberta.ca/
http://www.arpdc.ab.ca/
http://www.cpfpp.ab.ca/
https://education.alberta.ca/curriculum-development/
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Mathematics resource support documents updated 
For September 2016, the Alberta K–9 Mathematics Program of Studies and support documents 
were updated and learner expectations clarified. They can be found in the Updates (French) 
section of the website. The updates include: 

• removal of “such as” in outcomes in the Number strand; 
• clarification of “addition facts up to and including 5 + 5 and 9 + 9”; 
• addition of maintenance notes in outcomes in the Number strand in grades 4 to 9; and 
• addition of notes regarding strategies in the Number strand in grades 2 to 5. 

The ministry is working to systemically improve factors that contribute to the successful 
implementation of the math program in classrooms across Alberta. As we move forward, this 
work also includes: 

• identifying additional support resources for teachers (English and French); 
• reinforcing number facts and operations through provincial assessment (French) (number 

facts were added to the Grade 3 Student Learning Assessment in Fall 2015; number 
operations will be added to the Grade 6 Math Provincial Achievement Test for the 
2016/2017 school year); 

• supporting teachers and students for diploma exams (French); 
• expanding professional learning opportunities (Elementary Mathematics Professional 

Learning Opportunities – EMPLO) for elementary teachers, including pre-service teachers, 
at no cost through the Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia. 

If you have any questions about the mathematics programs of study or resources, please 
contact: 

• Jan Olson, Senior Manager, Mathematics K–9, at 780-427-3588 or jan.olson@gov.ab.ca; 
or 

• Diane Stobbe, French Senior Manager, Mathematics K–12, at 780-427-7489 or 
diane.stobbe@gov.ab.ca. 

If you have any questions about provincial assessment, please contact: 
• Renate Taylor-Majeau, Numeracy Team Leader, at 780-422-2656 or 

renate.taylormajeau@gov.ab.ca for Grade 3 Student Learning Assessments; 
• Kelly Rota, Mathematics 6 and 9 PAT Team Leader, at 780-422-4365 or 

kelly.rota@gov.ab.ca for Grade 6 Mathematics Provincial Achievement Test; or 
• Ross Marian, Mathematics 30-1 Diploma Exam Team Leader, at 780-415-6181 or 

ross.marian@gov.ab.ca; 
• Jenny Kim, Mathematics 30-2 Diploma Exam Team Leader, at 780-415-6127 or 

jenny.kim@gov.ab.ca. 

 

https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/updates/
https://education.alberta.ca/math%C3%83%C2%A9matiques-m-%C3%83%C2%A0-6/mises-%C3%83%C2%A0-jour/
https://education.alberta.ca/media/3273105/2016_09_15-additional-resources-list.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/media/3273106/ressources-dappui-suppl%C3%83%C2%A9mentaires.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-k-6/provincial-achievement-test-pat/
https://education.alberta.ca/math%C3%83%C2%A9matiques-m-%C3%83%C2%A0-6/%C3%83%C2%A9valuation-provinciale/
https://education.alberta.ca/mathematics-10-12/diploma-exam-info/
https://education.alberta.ca/math%C3%83%C2%A9matiques-10-%C3%83%C2%A0-12/%C3%83%C2%A9valuation-provinciale/
http://learning.arpdc.ab.ca/course/view.php?id=351
http://learning.arpdc.ab.ca/course/view.php?id=351
http://learning.arpdc.ab.ca/course/view.php?id=351
mailto:jan.olson@gov.ab.ca
mailto:diane.stobbe@gov.ab.ca
mailto:renate.taylormajeau@gov.ab.ca
mailto:kelly.rota@gov.ab.ca
mailto:ross.marian@gov.ab.ca
mailto:jenny.kim@gov.ab.ca
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Provincial Assessment 

2017 Grade 6 Mathematics Provincial Achievement Test 
Alberta Education is continuing to systemically improve factors that contribute to the 
successful implementation of the math program in classrooms across Alberta. 

For the 2016-2017 school year, the K–9 Mathematics Program of Studies was updated to clarify 
the expectations regarding strategies (e.g., standard algorithms), multiplication facts, etc. To 
align with the clarified K–9 Mathematics Program of Studies, the 2017 Grade 6 Math PAT will 
be strengthened with a number operations component (Part A) that students will complete 
without the assistance of calculators. 

Key features of the 2017 Grade 6 Math PAT include: 
• The Part A test will be comprised of 15 number operations questions. 
• The streamlined Part B test will be reduced from 50 to 40 questions and will continue to 

cover a broad range of curriculum outcomes. 
•  Maintaining the same 75 minute timeframe for the overall test as in 2016. Students 

continue to be able to use an additional 30 minutes. 
- Math 6 Part A will be designed to be administered over 15 minutes.  
- Math 6 Part B will be designed to be administered over 60 minutes. 

• An additional 30 minutes of writing time is available to meet individual student needs. 
Teachers can allocate the extra 30 minutes between Part(ie) A and Part(ie) B as they see 
fit. For example, a teacher could provide an additional 5 or 10 minutes or more for 
Part(ie) A. The remainder of the additional time can be used for Part(ie) B, if needed. 

• Students who have an additional writing time accommodation determined at the local 
level can continue to receive double the standard writing time. 

• At the teacher’s discretion, students can take a break/recess between Part(ie) A and B 
and teachers have flexibility regarding the length of the break. 

• Parts A and B will have separate booklets. Students may not use calculators for Part A, but 
may use them for Part B. 

Teachers and administrators can access the PAT General Information Bulletin for more 
information. The Grade 6 Math Bulletin will also be updated to reflect the updated exam. In 
addition, by the end of September Alberta Education will make available to teachers sample 
questions for the Math 6 Part A test. 

For further information regarding the Grade 6 Mathematics: Part A test, please contact: Nicole 
Lamarre, Director, Provincial Achievement Testing at Nicole.Lamarre@gov.ab.ca or at 
780-427-6204 (for toll-free access, first dial 310-0000). 

https://education.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests/general-information-bulletin/
mailto:Nicole.Lamarre@gov.ab.ca
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Grade 3 Student Learning Assessment pilot in progress 
As Minister David Eggen indicated in his June 15, 2016 email to school authorities, a great deal 
was learned in the first two years of the Grade 3 Student Learning Assessment (SLA) pilot and 
Alberta Education remains committed to ensuring it is the trusted beginning-of-the-year 
assessment tool for teachers, superintendents, principals, parents and students. 

The Ministry will continue to refine the SLA in a thoughtful and deliberate manner throughout 
the pilot phase. Going forward, the SLA in the 2016/2017 pilot will focus only on the first two 
purposes of assessment: improving student learning and enhancing instruction for students. 

While the SLA is helpful in providing assurance at the local level, it will not be used for 
assurance at the provincial level in the Accountability Pillar. In 2016/2017, Alberta Education 
will, in collaboration with stakeholders, determine the best approach to providing assurance at 
the provincial level. 

A more focused approach to the SLA pilot is underway this year. Participation in Year 3 of the 
pilot is limited to a sample of 20 school authorities who have chosen to opt in. A list of 
participating school authorities is available online. Similar to last year, the SLA continues to be 
comprised of both digital literacy and numeracy questions (marked by Alberta Education) as 
well as literacy and numeracy performance tasks (marked by teachers with results shared 
locally). Teachers were provided with preview access to the 2016 SLA assessment instrument 
from August 15 to 31, 2016. 

The 2016/2017 Grade 3 pilot SLA has been made available for administration starting 
September 1st. This year, the assessment can be re-administered by teachers until the end of 
the school year at teachers’ discretion to further support learning and instruction. If they have 
not already done so, participating school authorities are encouraged to use the SLA as soon as 
possible to maximize the value of this beginning-of-the-year assessment. 

Starting in September 2016, Alberta Education has been providing reports of student results 
within 24 hours of a class completing the digital questions. Superintendents have access to a 
high-level report that provides an overview of school authority and school results for the digital 
questions. Parents and guardians of students in participating schools will have access to a 
parent-friendly report, through teachers, for the digital questions marked by the province. 
Teachers and parents/guardians are encouraged to discuss students’ results together, as 
teachers are in the best position to interpret results. 

An independent researcher will be helping Alberta Education evaluate the Grade 3 SLA, which 
will help inform next steps. 

 

http://www.education.alberta.ca/media/3272616/list-of-school-authorities-invited-to-participate.pdf
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More information and resources for the Grade 3 SLA are available on the Alberta Education 
website. 

 

Resources 

Learn Alberta Sciences resources change 
For many years LearnAlberta.ca has hosted a collection of videos and other resources. As part 
of Education’s commitment to continuous improvement, resources are reviewed as licensing 
agreements expire in order to ensure resources remain cost-efficient and relevant. Upon 
review, the following videos were removed from LearnAlberta.ca at the end of August 2016 as 
the licensing agreements expired: 

• National Geographic Science Videos 
• Mechanical Universe 
• Mechanical Universe and Beyond 
• The World of Chemistry. 

There continues to be high-quality and current National Geographic Kids resources available 
through the Online Reference Centre at LearnAlberta.ca. 

Additionally, the licenses for the following resources that had been available from the Learning 
Resource Centre have also expired and will not be renewed: 

• Guide to Common Native Trees and Shrubs of Alberta 
• Guide to Alberta Aquatic Plants 
• Aquatic Invertebrates: Identification Key to River Invertebrates-Aquatic Invertebrate 

Monitoring Program (AIM) 
• Aquatic Invertebrates poster (side 1), Aquatic Invertebrate Monitoring Program poster 

(side 2). 

The Guide to Common Native Trees and Shrubs of Alberta is available on the Inside Education 
website. 

New Transition Guide for Students with Disabilities is ready to roll! 
Do you work with high school or junior high school students who have a disability? Are they 
starting to get ready to take the next step in their educational journey? 

If so, the newly revised Transition Guide – A Career and Educational Planning Guide for 
Students with Disabilities is the perfect resource! 

https://education.alberta.ca/student-learning-assessments/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/OnlineReferenceCentre.aspx?lang=en
http://www.insideeducation.ca/learning-resources/high-school/
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Designed for students in Grades 9–12, this planning resource helps students make the 
transition from high school to post-secondary as smooth as possible. 

The transition guide takes students through four steps of career and education planning: Know 
Yourself, Explore Possibilities, Choose a Direction, and Make it Happen. 

This step-by-step process allows students to figure out what they want to do after high school; 
the kind of education or training they should take; the steps needed to reach their goal and 
what to do if they change their mind along the way. 

The guide was created to assist students, teachers, counsellors and parents in developing a 
plan that prepares students for their journey into the world of post-secondary education. 

The transition guide is available as a PDF and in print. 

Visit the ALIS publications page to view the guide and type the keywords: transition planning. 

New on ALIS: Helping Students Talk to Their Parents about Their Career Plan 
Do you have students who are challenged when it comes to discussing their career aspirations 
with their parents? Help prepare them for a positive discussion with this new article on ALIS. 

At some point, students will want to discuss post-secondary plans with their parents. That’s not 
always easy, as a student’s ideas and their parents’ ideas may not be the same. 

The suggestions in the article will make it easier for students to talk with their parents about 
career plans and helps students demonstrate that they understand the career choice they are 
making to have a more constructive conversation. 

The article will help students prepare for conversations with their parents about what they are 
thinking about doing after high school and gives suggestions to create a positive conversation. 
It advises them to work on their career plan before talking to their parents and encourages 
them to understand job options and to think in terms of related occupations that need the skill 
sets they want to develop. 

Also included are links to explore Alberta’s post-secondary programs and schools and the 
admission requirements, tuition, the credentials to be earned; figuring out a budget for further 
education; how to pay for education and how to investigate other possible sources of funding. 

Alberta Education releases Guide to Education 
The Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12 for the 2016/17 school year is now available on the 
Alberta Education website. 

http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/careershop/main.html
http://alis.alberta.ca/ep/eps/tips/tips.html?EK=15084
https://education.alberta.ca/guide-to-education/
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A Summary of Key Changes from the 2015/16 edition of the guide is posted at the same 
location. 

The Guide to Education is an important policy and planning document for the programming and 
delivery of Early Childhood Services to Grade 12 education in Alberta. The document is 
reviewed extensively each year to ensure it is up-to-date and continues to be useful. 

Among other updates, this year’s guide features the following significant changes: 
• a new section to provide information on school personnel’s duty to report suspected 

abuse under the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act; 
• an updated description of inclusion to reflect the current approach of promoting 

inclusion for all learners; and 
• updated information on the pilot phase of student learning assessments, along with 

definitions for literacy and numeracy. 

Contact info: For clarification regarding any content in the 2016/17 Guide to Education, please 
contact Michael Donovan, Legislative Manager, Policy and Legislative Services Branch, at 
michael.donovan@gov.ab.ca or 780-643-0844 (toll-free by first dialing 310-0000). 

 

Other News 

Alberta Health Services Teaching Sexual Health 101 online workshops 
Alberta Health Services is excited to announce their upcoming Teaching Sexual Health 101 
online workshops. These workshops have been developed to prepare and support teachers in 
the implementation of human sexuality outcomes found in the K–9 Health and Life Skills and 
Career and Life Management programs of study. Comprised of 3 modules, these workshops will 
take 12 hours to complete over a three-week period. All modules are completed online at your 
own pace within the three weeks. Topics include: 

• Instructional Methods; 
• Alberta’s Amended School Act; 
• Notifying and Supporting Parents; 
• Answering Student Questions; and 
• Sexual Health Resources. 

The material presented should be appropriately modified to meet the needs of your students 
and any specific policies or guidelines outlined by your respective school jurisdiction. Please 
contact your school administrator as appropriate for approval to participate in this workshop. 

  

mailto:michael.donovan@gov.ab.ca
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Four workshops are being offered for the 2016/2017 school year: 
• October 3–27, 2016 
• November 7–28, 2016 
• March 6–27, 2017 (registration opens January 2, 2017) 
• April 10–May 1, 2017 (registration opens January 2, 2017). 

To register please visit http://teachers.teachingsexualhealth.ca/resources/learning- 
opportunities/. 

For more information or questions regarding the workshops, please email 
tsh@albertahealthservices.ca 

#100ReasonstoMentor Contest 
The Alberta Mentoring Partnership is holding a photo contest, and invites you to share your 
#mentoringmoments photo and short caption of why you mentor. Tag your entry on Twitter, 
Facebook or Instagram with #100reasonstomentor; email your entry to 
100reasons@albertamentors.ca, or upload your entry at 100reasons.albertamentors.ca, where 
you will also find more contest information. 

For further information, please contact Caroline Missal, Education Manager, School and 
Community Supports for Children and Youth, at Caroline.Missal@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-0259. 
Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 

Start a mentoring program in your school 
The Alberta Mentoring Partnership provides everything you need, including tips, videos, 
toolkits and resources to get started in the classroom this year. For high schools, there are also 
additional Career and Technology Studies modules available for you to offer specifically created 
to support mentoring. For more information, visit www.albertamentors.ca. 

For further information, please contact Caroline Missal, Education Manager, School and 
Community Supports for Children and Youth, at Caroline.Missal@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-0259. 
Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 

         

Connection: Information for Teachers is issued under the Open Government Licence – 
Alberta. Comments and questions regarding the newsletter can be directed to the 
Connection Team at EDC.DivisionalStrategicSupports@gov.ab.ca. The current edition 
of Connection is available at https://education.alberta.ca/connection-information-for-
teachers/current-edition/. Past editions are available through the Open Government 
Portal at https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1710-7555. 
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