
 

Q. How will my school’s library change?  
A. The Learning Commons will continue to be a place to access books, information and 
knowledge in all forms, but it will also provide multiple spaces and resources for students to 
collaborate, create and present new knowledge. 
 
Q. How will the changes be implemented?  
A. The changes will be implemented in incremental steps based upon each school 
authority’s or school’s needs and resources.  
 
Q. What will be the implementation timing of the Learning Commons Policy?  
A. Implementation is to begin in September 2014. Schools will create their own timelines of 
development based on the context of the school and community.  
 
Q. Will there be a cost?  
A. Implementation for the Learning Commons Policy is intended to be cost neutral to 
schools and instead requires a shift in resources and philosophy. It is about access to library 
services and doing things differently with resources. Schools will assess existing resources to 
ensure they are effectively taking advantage of already available resources and services 
within the community.  
 
Q. Are schools required to change the name of the school library to ‘Learning Commons’? 
A. Many Alberta schools and school jurisdictions have transitioned their school libraries to 
reflect the ‘learning commons’ philosophy. Most have elected to change the name of the 
physical space to Learning Commons. Some however, have not, and maintain the name of 
the space as ‘Library’. This is a local school authority and/or school decision.  
 
Q. Where can I find additional information on the Learning Commons Policy?  
A. Check out the resource links provided on the Learning Commons/School Library webpage 
(hyperlink). Many Alberta school jurisdictions have begun the transition process and created 
implementation supports that may provide some direction.  Continue to check the webpage 
over coming months as additional support resources are added. For additional information 
about the Learning Commons Policy, please contact Jill Usher, Literacy, Numeracy and 
School Libraries Manager, Cross Curriculum Infusion Branch, Education Program Standards 
and Assessment Division, at 780–644–5319 (toll-free by dialing 310–0000 first) or by e-mail 
at Jill.Usher@gov.ab.ca. 
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