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Supporting Alberta’s chemical manufacturing sector

Alberta Emissions Inventory Reporting 
(AEIR) program 
Management of emissions from industrial facilities is an 
important aspect of air quality management in Alberta. 
Previously, emissions data was obtained by the government 
through a number of processes that often resulted in 
insufficient data. To resolve this, Alberta Environment and 
Parks (AEP) developed the AEIR program to streamline 
information collection through a one-stop inventory, and 
to modernize minimum standard emissions inventory 
requirements for all facilities approved under the 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act. 

The AEIR program results in better data collection, helping 
industry prepare future regulatory applications while saving 
money. After the first year of implementation, an operator 
can expect to save an estimated $20,000 - $30,000 on the 
preparation of emissions inventories, which form part of 
regulatory applications for facility expansion and new facilities. 
In addition, making this data publically available through the 
AEIR mechanism allows Albertans to be better informed 
about the release of air pollutants from large industrial facilities 
throughout the province. 

Technology Innovation and Emissions 
Reduction (TIER) regime 
The TIER regime replaced the Carbon Competitiveness 
Incentive Regulation (CCIR) as a means of returning to less 
onerous emissions regulation. It is estimated that TIER will 
achieve similar emissions reductions as the CCIR, but will 
save Alberta’s job creators about $300 million annually 
through streamlined reporting requirements. 

TIER regulates facilities in Alberta that emit more than 
100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions per year and 
applies to about 60 per cent of Alberta’s emissions. TIER 
facilities must reduce emissions to meet facility benchmarks 
and are exempt from paying the federal fuel charge. 

TIER includes provisions that allow tens of thousands of smaller 
conventional oil and gas facilities to opt-in to the regulation, 
also allowing them to be exempt from the federal fuel charge. 
Ultimately, TIER’s streamlined approach supports improved 
emissions reductions through a made-in-Alberta solution. 

Reducing red tape means faster approvals and more cost savings 
for job creators in the chemical manufacturing industry. 
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Designated Industrial Zone (DIZ) pilot
DIZs are provincially-approved areas of clustered industrial 
development. As these industrial activities require a 
number of environmental approvals that have become 
time consuming and costly for industry, the government 
committed to establishing these zones to streamline 
regulatory approvals and decision-making. 

The departments of Environment and Parks and Jobs, 
Economy and Innovation are currently piloting this regulatory 
approach in Alberta’s Industrial Heartland, creating a DIZ, 
which applies zone-wide regulations in order to:

• reduce regulatory burden for both industry and permitting 
bodies by aligning municipal planning and permitting,

• improve zone-specific environmental water and air quality 
objectives by establishing a common baseline within a DIZ, 
and 

• create opportunities for shared water and power 
infrastructure to reduce transmission costs.

This approach will attract investment and support local 
economic development and greater certainty for industry 
through:

• more coordinated regulatory approvals and accelerated 
application processes

• improved access to shared infrastructure and resources; 
and

• clearer environmental standards through zone-wide 
regulations.

The pilot is expected to be completed in late 2022, at which 
point further outcomes and next steps will be shared.  

Effective regulation
The chemical manufacturing industry is both a large 
consumer of electricity and natural gas as an input to its 
processes and also supports the processing of natural 
gas for business and household consumption. Reforms at 
the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) support safe and 
reliable electricity and natural gas service. After reviewing 
its operations, the AUC streamlined its application process, 
increased its use of negotiated settlements, introduced 
mediated settlements and reduced reporting frequencies for 
industry – all of which saved the AUC and the industry time 
and money.   

As part of this review, the AUC has also begun to exercise 
greater control over hearing processes and is now able to 
consolidate multiple applications into one proceeding. This 
has resulted in significant time and cost savings for both the 
AUC and participants in the proceedings, such as electric, 
natural gas and water utilities companies. The AUC saved 
an estimated 15,695 days for 915 proceedings, improving 
average approval times by 41 per cent. In 2020-21, total AUC 
and industry cost savings were estimated to be $2,605,499.
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Regulatory Transformation Project
The Alberta government’s Regulatory Transformation 
Project (RTP) will reduce red tape by streamlining lengthy 
environmental approval processing times and address water 
and land use application backlogs, while ensuring Alberta’s 
high environmental standards are maintained. Eliminating red 
tape for environmental approvals includes: 

• Shifting from a rules-based system to an outcomes and 
risk-based approach that allows relatively routine and less 
complex approvals to move through the approval system 
more quickly. 

• Implementing the Digital Regulatory Assurance 
System (DRAS), which is a single, consolidated system 
for regulatory applications, approvals, and long-term 
environmental monitoring. This will save time and money, 
while ensuring Alberta’s high environmental standards are 
maintained. 

Currently, the sand and gravel (aggregate) industry, and 
all industries applying to Environment and Parks (AEP) for 
approvals under the Water Act, are benefitting from these 
improvements. AEP reported a 76 per cent reduction in its 
sand and gravel application processing backlog, as well as a 
50 per cent reduction in Water Act application approvals. 

AEP will continue to release additional DRAS modules 
until 2023, including those related to Water Act licences, 
Public Lands Act dispositions for commercial and industrial 
activities, and drinking water management. 

Restoring balance 
Bill 32, the Restoring Balance in Alberta’s Workplaces 
Act supports economic recovery, restores balance in the 
workplace and gets Albertans back to work.

• Through key legislative amendments, the Employment 
Standards Code and Labour Relations Code have been 
simplified and clarified to give employers greater flexibility 
with hours of work averaging arrangements and overtime 
calculations.

• In addition, rules have been updated to give employers 
greater flexibility in scheduling breaks and providing 
temporary layoff notices, which enables employees to stay 
attached to their jobs longer. 

These and other clarifications to Alberta’s workplace rules 
are expected to save job creators up to $100 million per 
year, making it easier for employers to provide jobs for 
hard-working Albertans.

Let’s keep going 
Alberta’s government will continue working with industry 
panels and Albertans to identify regulatory barriers that may 
be hindering economic recovery and growth. Visit Alberta.
ca/CutRedTape to learn more about Alberta’s red tape 
reduction progress to date.

https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11865&from=bills
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11865&from=bills
https://www.alberta.ca/cut-red-tape.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/cut-red-tape.aspx

