
 

 

Legal Services Division 
Civil Law - Litigation 
9th Floor Peace Hills Trust Tower 
10011 – 109 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5J 3S8 
Canada 
Phone: (780) 422-4077 
Fax: (780) 427-1230 
Email: jennifer.fuchinsky@gov.ab.ca 
www.alberta.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
January 17, 2019 
 
 
Darlene Bouwsema 
Deputy Minister of Children’s Services 
12th Floor, Sterling Place 
9940 – 106 Street 
Edmonton AB  T5K 2N2 
 
Dear Darlene Bouwsema: 
 
Subject: Tyla Rain Rose Chipaway – Public Fatality Inquiry  

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed the Honourable Deputy Chief Judge L.K. McLellan’s report to the 
Minister of Justice and Solicitor General regarding the public fatality inquiry into the death of Tyla 
Chipaway. Judge McLellan’s report will be publicly released on February 6, 2019. 
 
The following recommendations may impact Alberta Children’s Services: 
 
Recommendation #1:   

When child protection agencies are involved with a child, information about the child’s background, 
historical involvement with child protection personnel and any other information should be shared 
immediately with a “Courtesy Worker” who is a child intervention case worker reporting to those 
child intervention caseworkers who have management of a child’s file. The Courtesy Worker should 
have full access to the child’s file and review that file. Before a file is closed there should be detailed 
consultation and reports with the child intervention caseworker in the jurisdiction where the child is 
situated. 

 Alternatively, if a child has moved to another jurisdiction the file should be immediately accessible 
in the new jurisdiction. A system should be developed to allow files to be electronically accessible by 
child intervention caseworkers working with the child in any jurisdiction to reduce the risk of high 
needs children who move failing to receive timely and appropriate help and services. Historical 
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information about the child may help inform the child intervention caseworkers about appropriate 
services.  

Recommendation #2 

It is recommended that children with possible FASD and/or mental health issues be identified as 
early as possible using current testing and/or evaluations. Early diagnosis should be followed up and 
lead to specific programming that improves outcomes for children. 

Children and Youth Service personnel, schools and agencies that work with children should receive 
training in FASD – what are the possible signs and how to work with children who have received 
diagnosis. 

Recommendation #3 

It is recommended that identification policies and services for high risk children involved with Child 
and Family Services should be reviewed. Immediate identification, planning and action are needed 
for high risk children. 

Recommendation #4 

There is a need for adequate safe and secure placement options for high risk children in crisis 
beyond staying in youth shelters. It is recommended that stable placements be sought as soon as 
possible with children that become involved in the child protection system. Youth shelters are 
necessary but are temporary accommodations. 

Recommendation #5 

Child and Family Service child intervention caseworkers dealing with high risk children should have 
extensive training in addiction and mental health issues. That may involve a child intervention 
worker having a smaller caseload.  

Recommendation #6 

It is recommended that when an Indigenous child is in custody of the Director, child intervention 
caseworkers should immediately identify the child’s indigenous background and work directly and 
immediately with the identified and family connected Indigenous community to support the child 
and develop a plan. Valuable knowledge about how to support and preserve cultural identity can be 
gained in consultation with the community. This may involve elders/traditional knowledge keepers.   

Recommendation #7 

The Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act should be amended to allow a summary 
judgment process. In this case the application for a Permanent Guardianship Order could 
have moved forward using the summary process. The process needs to balance the rights of 
parents and guardians against determining if there is a genuine issue for trial and the need 
to make plans immediately in the best interests of the child, especially a child who is a high 
risk child. 
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Recommendation #8 

Consideration should be given to amending the legislation to allow applications by the 
Director of Child and Youth Services if a child is under an Initial Custody Order pursuant to 
the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act. 

 
I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Alberta Children’s Services accepts, accepts in principle, does not accept, or has a 
different response to each recommendation; 
 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
 

3. If Alberta Children’s Services intends to accept the recommendation, or to implement 
different measures, what steps will be taken in that regard.  

 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that this letter and any response 
received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government Portal:  
 
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/responses-to-public-fatality-inquiry-recommendations.  
 
If a response has not been received by June 6, 2018, that information will also be made publicly 
available.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fuchinsky 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
Enclosure 
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