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PROFILE 

Capital:  Amsterdam 

Population:  17 million (2016) 

Language:  Dutch (official), English, French and 
German widely spoken as a second language 

Government: Constitutional Monarchy 

Head of State:  King Willem-Alexander (since 
April 2013) 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte (since October 2010) 

Currency:  Euro (€), CAD $1.00 = €0.68, €1.00 = 
CAD $1.47 (Sept 2016) 

GDP:  US $770.8 billion (2016) 

GDP (PPP):  866.2 billion current international 
dollars (2016) 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):  50,898 current 
international dollars (2016) 

GDP Growth Rate: 2.14 per cent (2016) 

Inflation:  0.32 per cent (2016) 

Key Industry Sectors:  agri-industries, metal 
and engineering products, electrical machinery 
and equipment, chemicals, petroleum, 
construction, microelectronics, and fishing. 

Sources: World Bank 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Although the capital of the Netherlands is 

Amsterdam, the seat of Government and 

Parliament are in The Hague. 

 The Netherlands is a founding member of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and 

the European Union (EU) and participated in 

the introduction of the Euro in 1999. 

 The Dutch economy is noted for stable 

industrial relations, moderate unemployment 

and inflation, a sizeable current account 

surplus, and important role as a European 

transportation hub. 

 Various international judicial institutions such 

as the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the 

International Criminal Court (ICC), the 

International Criminal Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia (ICTY), and the Appeals Chamber 

of the International Criminal Tribunal for 

Rwanda (ICTR) are headquartered in The 

Hague. 

 KLM Royal Dutch Airlines offers non-stop air 

service between Edmonton and Calgary 

International Airports and Amsterdam Schiphol 

Airport linking Alberta to another European 

gateway with connections to over 120 

destinations 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 Dutch companies such as Shell and Harimex 

have investments in Alberta’s energy and 

agrifood industries. 

 Canada and the Netherlands have a special 

relationship resulting from WWII when 

Canadian forces led the liberation of the 

Netherlands and hosted the Dutch Royal 

Family in exile. In appreciation, the Dutch have 

sent thousands of tulips every year since, 

becoming an annual tradition. This culminated 

in the Canadian Tulip Festival held every May 

since 1953. 

 Canada is one of only three countries that are 

eligible for working holiday visas in the 

Netherlands. The other two countries are 

Australia and New Zealand. 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Under the Canada EU Comprehensive 

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), tariff 

elimination and other provisions will enhance 

the competitiveness of Canadian exports to 

the Netherlands. 

 Rotterdam is the EU’s largest port. Many 

Alberta exports arrive in Rotterdam, and other 

distribution centers in the Netherlands, but are 

redistributed to other European countries.  

Therefore, official Alberta export statistics to 

the Netherlands are overrepresented. 

This map is a generalized illustration only and is not intended to be used for reference purposes. The representation of political 
boundaries does not necessarily reflect the position of the Government of Alberta on international issues of recognition, 
sovereignty or jurisdiction. 



 

 

 
 

 

 On average over the last five years (2012-

2016), the Netherlands ranked as Alberta’s 8
th
 

largest export market globally and the largest 

in Europe. 

 From 2012-2016, Alberta domestic exports to 

the Netherlands averaged CAD $350.6 million 

per year, comprised mainly of nickel (CAD 

$287.6 million), base metals (CAD $13.7 

million), machinery (CAD $9.8 million) and 

wood pulp (CAD $8.3 million). This does not 

include trade in services (e.g. tourism, 

architecture and engineering, or information 

and communications technology (ICT) 

services). 

 From 2012-2016, Alberta’s direct imports from 

the Netherlands averaged CAD $109.3 million 

per year, comprised mainly of machinery (CAD 

$36.0 million), beverages (CAD $18.3 million), 

iron/steel products (CAD $8.2 million) and 

medical, photographic and other measuring 

instruments (CAD $6.7 million). This figure 

does not include goods sold in Alberta that 

have arrived via distribution hubs in other 

provinces. 

 Foreign direct investment stocks in Canada 

from the Netherlands reached CAD $93.5 

billion in 2016 making the Dutch the 2nd 

highest investors in Canada globally. 

 Canadian direct investment stocks in the 

Netherlands reached CAD $27.2 billion in 

2016. 

 The Netherlands is a strong advocate for 

reduced subsidies and reduction in 

protectionism. 

ENERGY 

 The Netherlands remains strongly committed 

to climate action and emissions reduction. It is 

party to both the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris 

Agreement. In addition to efforts to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, the Netherlands is 

also taking measures to prevent flooding and 

protect freshwater supplies. Measures to 

phase out coal power generation have proven 

controversial as newer, more efficient, plants 

in the Netherlands were slated to be shuttered 

while less efficient ones in other parts of 

Europe remain open against a backdrop of 

integrated electrical grids. 

 The Canadian subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell 

is a major employer in Alberta (with 8,000 

employees in Canada).  Shell’s Alberta 

portfolio includes: four natural gas complexes, 

a joint venture in the Athabasca oil sands 

project (including an upgrader), the Scotford 

refinery in Fort Saskatchewan, a chemical 

plant, a lubricant plant, a CCS project and 

dozens of branded retail stations. 

 Calgary-based Vermillion Energy Trust has 

operated in the Netherlands since 2004, and is 

focused on optimizing mature oil and gas 

wells. 

 The Netherlands is an important transportation 

and processing hub for liquid fuels. Rotterdam 

has 170 million barrels of oil storage capacity 

while Amsterdam is a major hub for gasoline 

storage, blending, and transshipment. 

 As the world’s third largest marine bunker 

harbor after Singapore and Shanghai, the Port 

of Rotterdam, accounts for the majority of 

Dutch crude imports and is also used by 

Western European refiners trading on the 

Rotterdam spot market. It has offered LNG 

bunker service since 2011. 

 The Netherlands is home to Europe’s largest 

natural gas trading hub – the Title Transfer 

Facility (TTF). 

 The Netherlands is a net importer of oil and a 

net exporter of natural gas. 

 The country contains the Groningen natural 

gas field, the largest in mainland Europe and 

one of the largest in the world. Possible links 

between gas production and earthquakes 

have led to public demonstrations and the 

scaling back of gas production. 

 The Netherlands produced 1.5 Tcf of natural 

gas in 2015, and consumed 1.1 Tcf. The 

Netherlands has direct gas pipeline links to the 

United Kingdom, Belgium, and Germany. 

 The country’s first liquefied natural gas (LNG) 

receiving terminal – Gas Access to Europe 

(GATE) – officially opened in September 2011 

to strengthen Netherland’s position as 

Europe’s gas distribution hub. 

 With the total refining capacity of 1.2 mbbl/d, 

the Netherlands exports over 60 per cent of all 

refined products mainly to Europe, however, 

more stringent product specifications (mainly 

sulfur  content) may jeopardize the 

competitiveness of the Dutch refinery industry. 

 The Netherlands had approximately 145 

million barrels (bbl) in proven oil reserves in 

(2016) and natural gas reserves of 697 billion 

cubic meters. 

 Oil production is on a steady decline with only 

28.5 k bbl/d (2015) and Netherlands is well on 

the way to become fully oil dependent; major 

suppliers include Russia (35 per cent), OPEC 

countries (35 per cent), UK and Norway of a 

total 1.2m bbl/d in imports. 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Advanced Manufacturing and Materials: 

The Dutch focus on products and services with 

high added value in areas such as 

microelectronics, embedded systems, smart 

materials, advanced manufacturing, photonics 

and nanotechnology. 

 Information and Communications 

Technology: The Netherlands has the highest 

broadband penetration per capita in the world 

at 99 per cent of all households, as well as 

one of the world’s fastest average broadband 

speeds. 

 15 sub-sea cables connect the Americas to 

the European continent via the Netherlands 

coast. 



 

 

 An estimated 70 per cent of innovation in the 

Netherlands is IT-related. 

 With more than 175 gaming companies in the 

Netherlands, the Dutch gaming industry is 

growing at an annual rate of 5 per cent. 

 Life Sciences: Home to more than 2,500 life 

sciences companies and research 

organizations, the Netherlands has a highly 

concentrated life sciences sector. On average, 

there are 360 life sciences companies within a 

120 mile radius. 

 Major multinationals such as MSD, Amgen, 

Genmab, Astellas, GlaxoSmithKline and 

Medtronic have operations there. 

 The Netherlands ranked fourth worldwide for 

patent applications in medical technologies 

and exported €37 billion worth medical 

products in 2015. 

 Aerospace and Defence: The Netherlands is 

home to manufacturing and training facilities 

for many leading international companies like 

Boeing, Bombardier, Lockheed Martin and GE 

Aviation. 

 The Hague Security Delta (HSD) is the largest 

security cluster in Europe. Dutch companies, 

governments and research institutions work 

together on innovations in cyber security, 

forensics and infrastructure protection. 

 European firms such as Airbus and Van 

Halteren Metaal BV are exploring Canadian 

strengths and capabilities in the aerospace, 

defence and associated industries to address 

future industrial technology benefit 

commitments that may arise should the firms 

secure Canadian military contracts. 

AGRI-FOOD 

 In 2016, Alberta’s agri-food exports to the 

Netherlands totaled CAD $26.6 million, 

consisting primarily of bovine semen (CAD $9 

million), prepared animal feeds (CAD $4.3 

million), other oilseeds, oil nuts/kernels (CAD 

$4 million), and wheat (CAD $3.6 million) 

 Under CETA, on September 21, 2017, 94 per 

cent of agriculture tariff lines became duty-free 

for Canadian goods, including important 

Alberta products such as: canola and other 

oilseeds, canola and other vegetable oils, 

wheat flour and other milled products, 

processed fruits and vegetables including 

frozen french fries and processed pulses, 

processed meats, sugar products, other 

processed foods such as baked products and 

breakfast cereals, honey, and pet food and 

other animal feed. 

 CETA also provides for immediate market 

access of 3,000 tonnes of Canadian bison into 

the EU, and quotas for duty-free Canadian 

beef and pork exports will be increased over a 

five year phase-in period. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, Alberta’s total pulp 

exports were valued at CAD $44.4 million. 

 The Netherlands are a significant importer of 

forestry products and a European transfer hub 

for wood products. 

 In 2015, 100 percent of government buildings 

must meet strict environmental “green 

sustainable building” standards. 

EDUCATION 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 190 citizens of the 

Netherlands had international study permits 

come into effect for Alberta. 

 Advanced Education provides funding to 

Alberta post-secondary institutions through the 

Campus Alberta Grant for International 

Learning which allows institutions to develop 

short-term faculty-led study abroad programs 

in other countries, including the Netherlands). 

 The University of Alberta has agreements with 

Tilburg University, Wageningen University and 

Utrecht University in the Netherlands. 

 The University of Calgary (UofC) has student 

exchange agreements with the Erasmus 

University Rotterdam, Leiden University, 

University of Amsterdam, University of 

Groningen, University of Utrecht, and 

University of Maastricht. 

 In 2001, the University of Leiden implemented 

the University of Calgary’s medical curriculum. 

 Grant MacEwan University has active 

exchange agreements with HAN University of 

Applied Sciences (business and science) and  

Hanze University of Applied Sciences 

(communications and business). A group of 

students carried out a research project at 

Hanze University of Applied Sciences in 2016. 

 The University of Lethbridge and Hogeschool 

Utrecht have had an ongoing exchange 

agreement since 1996. 

 Mount Royal University has a partnership with 

Hogeschool Zeeland. 

 Concordia University of Edmonton has an 

active partnership with the Business School of 

Fontys University, in Venlo. 

 Northern Alberta Institute of Technology 

(NAIT) and Han University have a partnership 

agreement and have been exchanging 

students in the fields of engineering and 

technology. 

 Lakeland College works in conjunction with De 

Groene Welle College to co-ordinate a 12-

week dairy exchange, which offers students 

training on a dairy farm. 

 The King’s University has a student and faculty 
exchange agreement with CHE Christian 
University of Applied Sciences (Ede). 

 The Royal Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology 

broadcasts annual distance learning programs 

to the International School of the Hague. 

COMMUNITY 

 The first Dutch settlers arrived in Alberta in the 

early 1900s. Most of the Dutch in Alberta came 

following WWII. They were the third largest 

group of immigrants coming to Alberta, 

outnumbered only by the British and the 

Germans. 

 There are approximately 173,000 Albertans of 

Dutch descent, making them the 6th largest 

ethnic group in Alberta. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 596 citizens of the 

Netherlands became Permanent Residents of 

Canada, with Alberta as their intended 

destination. Approximately 78 per cent were 

economic immigrants, including principal 

applicants, spouses, and dependents. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 384 citizens of the 

Netherlands had Temporary Foreign Worker 

Program (TFWP) work permits come into 

effect for Alberta. 

 Spruce Meadows’ Masters Equestrian Show 

maintains a tradition of “Holland Days”, where 

Dutch companies in Alberta donate over four 

tons of freshly cut Dutch flowers. 

TOURISM 

 Alberta received about 45,000 overnight 

person-visits from the Netherlands in 2015, 

accounting for about CAD $40 million in 

tourism expenditure. 

 In 2016, there were 1,500 visitors from the 

Netherlands to the Royal Tyrrell Museum of 

Paleontology. People from the Netherlands 

were the fifth largest group of international 

visitors to the museum in 2016 (following the 

United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, 

and Australia 

RECENT VISITS 

 Alberta Education has hosted two Education 

delegations from the Netherlands that were 

interested in Alberta’s approach to curriculum 

development  

o 2015: Twelve person delegation led by Mr. 

Sander Dekker, State Secretary for 

Education, Culture and Science. 

o 2016: Four person delegation representing 

the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Science. 



 

 

For more information, contact: 

Alberta Economic Development and Trade 
Phone: 780-427-6543 Fax: 780-427-0699 
albertacanada.com 
international.alberta.ca 

 May 2014: The Alberta Minister of Treasury 

Board and Finance met with financial officials 

and investors in Germany, Switzerland, the 

Netherlands and England. 

 November 2010: The Netherlands’ 

Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Wim 

JP Geerts, and the Dutch Consul General, Mr. 

Johannes Vervloed, visited Alberta to discuss 

how Alberta companies can use the 

Netherlands as a gateway to the European 

Union markets. 

 September 2010: The Dutch Consul General, 

Mr. Johannes Vervloed made his official visit 

to Alberta. 

 May 2010: Official visit of Her Royal Highness 

Princess Margriet of the Netherlands. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 His Excellency Henk van der Zwan is the 

Ambassador of the Netherlands to Canada. 

 Her Excellency Ms. Sabine Nölke is the 

Canadian Ambassador to the Netherlands. 

 The Dutch Honorary Consul in Edmonton is 

Mr. Angus Watt. 

 The Dutch Honorary Consul in Calgary is 

Ms. Irene Bakker. 


