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Alberta’s strong economic expansion has led to the highest median income among the 
provinces, according to the third data release of Statistic Canada’s 2011 National Household 
Survey. Relatively high incomes were reported across the majority of family, gender and 
education categories. Alberta also had the largest share of overall income derived from 
market sources, in large part due to a young population. 

Alberta had a homeownership rate that was above the national average in 2010, and reported 
a slightly smaller share of households spending more than 30% of income (a threshold for 

shelter affordability) on shelter costs.

Aggregate Income in Alberta
Alberta households are young
By a number of measures, Alberta has a relatively young population. The province has the 
youngest median age among the provinces at 36.1. One in four of Alberta households are 
maintained by people under the age of forty, compared with one in five Canadian households. 
Conversely, almost one in four Canadian households were maintained by people over the 
age of 65, compared with only one fifth of Alberta households (Figure 1). Alberta’s young, 
working‑age population contributed to more hours worked and higher overall labour income.

Market sources drive Alberta income
Alberta’s young population and higher overall incomes contributed to its relatively low 
dependency on government transfers. Alberta had the highest percentage of income from 
market sources among the provinces, almost five percentage points above the national average 
(Figure 2). Wages and salaries accounted for the vast majority of income in the province, 
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Strong economy and young working 
households drive Alberta incomes

Figure 2:  Source oF aggregate 
income (% oF total, 2010)

Release #3

Figure 1: Share oF houSeholdS by age oF primary houSehold maintainer, 2010

NHS Income Data
All income data reported and used 
for graphs refers to 2010 tax year and 
is sourced from Statistics Canada 
National Household Survey. All 
Albertans who completed the income 
section of the survey, regardless 
of income type are included in the 
calculation of medians and averages 
unless otherwise noted. For more 
information see “About the NHS” on 
Page 4.
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making up $78.20 of every $100.00 of 
income reported in Alberta, compared with 
a national average of $70.30. Reflecting its 
younger population, Alberta reported a 
much smaller share of income from private 
retirement savings at 3.7% of income 
compared with 6.7% nationally.

Less reliance on public pensions and 
old age benefits is the primary reason 
for Alberta’s lower share of income from 
government transfers. Similar to private 
retirement savings, government transfers 
such as Canada Pension Plan, Old 
Age Security, and Guaranteed Income 
Supplement accounted for over half of 
the 5 percentage point difference between 
Alberta and the Canadian average. Income 
from other government sources such as 
Employment Insurance also reduced 
Alberta’s share of income derived from 
government transfers.

Family Median Incomes
Alberta families earned relatively higher 
incomes
Across all economic family units, Alberta 
families reported the highest median 
incomes of all the provinces. Overall, the 
median income for all types of families was 
$80,271, 20% above the Canadian family 
median income.

Couple families, with and without kids, 
had the highest median after‑tax incomes 
of all family units, at $85,786. The median 
income for lone‑parent families in Alberta 
was $49,270, almost $7,000 more than 
the Canadian median (Figure 3). Economic 
family income includes the income earned 
by all household members 15 years and 
older who reported income in 2010. 

Individual Median Incomes
Incomes strong across all categories
The individual median income in Alberta 
was $34,018, which is 22% above the 
Canadian median of $27,810 (Figure 4). 
Individual median incomes may seem 
low as they take into account any person 
15 years or older who reported any type 
of income in 2010. Considering just full‑
time, full‑year workers, Albertans earned 

Figure 4: median incomeS acroSS provinceS, 2010

Figure 3: median aFter tax Family incomeS acroSS provinceS, 2010

a median income of $55,507, compared with a national median of $47,868. A greater 
share (51.9%) of Alberta respondents worked full‑time for the full year, compared with 
50.3% of Canadian respondents.  

Calgary and Edmonton among Canada’s highest income metropolitan centers
In Alberta’s two metropolitan centers, median incomes were over $35,000, slightly above 
the provincial median. Of other Canadian metro centers, only Ottawa reported a higher 
median income than Calgary and Edmonton, who ranked second and third respectively. 

More Albertans earning more
A relatively high share of Albertans (56.3%) reported making more than national median 
income. In fact, one third (33%) of Albertans were in the top quartile (25%) of Canadian 
income earners (Figure 5). At the highest incomes, 9.2% of Albertans were in the top 
5% of Canadian income earners. 
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Figure 5: percent oF population earning over Select income levelS, 2010

Figure 6: median income by educational attainment, 2010

Figure 7: median income by province and gender, 2010

Post‑secondary education associated with 
higher incomes in Alberta
Alberta had the highest median income 
among the provinces for all levels of 
educational attainment, except for those 
holding a university degree. In this case, 
Newfoundland and Labrador had a 
marginally higher median income. A high 
rate of employment across all education 
categories, as outlined in NHS release #2, 
contributes to this result.

The median income for those with a 
post‑secondary certificate, diploma or 
degree in Alberta was $46,550, a 37% 
premium over Alberta’s overall median 
income, and $7,816 above the Canadian 
median for that level of educational 
attainment (Figure 6). 

For those with apprenticeship or trades 
accreditation, the Alberta median income 
of $46,478 was 42% higher than the 
Canadian median for the same level 
of educational attainment. Alberta’s 
strong median income in apprenticeship 
and trades was boosted by the robust 
median income of $125,007 in the census 
agglomeration of Wood Buffalo, home to 
many major oil sands projects. 

For those with no certificate, or diploma, 
the median income of $16,490 is less than 
the median income of those with a high 
school diploma or equivalent at $26,382. 
Alberta had the second highest incomes 
at these levels of educational attainment.

Women and men reported high incomes 
along with a wider income gap
The median income for women was higher 
in Alberta than in any other province. 
However, Alberta also had the largest dollar 
gap between male and female incomes at 
$19,172 (Figure 7). 

The income gap shrunk at higher income 
levels in Alberta. In the top 10% of income 
earners, the gender income gap closed to 
$12,274, with females representing 37.7% 
of the top 10% of income earners in the 
province. In the top 1% of earners, the 
gender income gap all but disappeared, 
though only 16% of this group were 
women.

http://finance.alberta.ca/aboutalberta/national-household-survey/2011/2011-national-household-survey-release2.pdf
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Immigrants in Alberta had the second highest median income among the provinces
Alberta’s median income for immigrants was $30,474, roughly $5,000 less than 
non‑immigrants in the province, and second only to immigrants in Newfoundland and 
Labrador (Figure 8). For immigrants who arrived in the province between 2001 and 2009, 
the median income dipped to $27,286, very close to the Canadian median. The median 
income for those who arrived between 1981 and 1990 was $37,247. 

Housing and Shelter Costs
Higher incomes supported higher shelter costs in Alberta
The share of Alberta households owning a home was 73.6%, higher than the national 
average of 69.0%. On average, monthly shelter costs in Alberta were $1,252, roughly 
$200 more than the Canadian average. However, higher incomes helped to offset the 
higher shelter costs. At 23.7%, the proportion of Albertans who exceeded the affordability 
threshold was slightly below the national share of 25.2% (Figure 9). Spending more than 
30% of income is considered the threshold of affordability according to the Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation. Half of Alberta households above the affordability 
threshold had mortgages, 40% were renters and 10% owned their homes outright.

Contact:

Mark Walker  780.415.0825

Figure 8: median incomeS For immigrantS, 2010

Figure 9: alberta Spending on Shelter coSt, 2010

About the NHS
During the Spring/Summer of 2011, the 

National Household Survey collected 

social and economic information from a 

random sample of 4.5 million Canadian 

households. Participation in the survey 

was voluntary.

As  w i th  any  vo lun ta ry  su rvey, 

non‑response bias may be a significant 

source of error in the survey results. 

The risk of non‑response bias rises 

rapidly as response rates drop because 

non‑respondents tend to have different 

characteristics than the respondents, 

thus compromising the ability of the 

survey results to represent the true 

population.

Despite content similarities with the long 

form census, comparability with previous 

censuses may be compromised. Issues 

with data quality will be more prevalent 

for small populations (i.e. finer levels of 

geography and/or specific subgroups). 

Users are cautioned to consult the 

reference materials provided by Statistics 

Canada to ensure appropriate use and 

analyses of NHS data.

See the National Household Survey User 

Guide for more information.

mailto:mark.walker@gov.ab.ca
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/nhs-enm_guide/index-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/nhs-enm_guide/index-eng.cfm

