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Listing of Historic Resources: Instructions for Use 
 
Introduction 

In accordance with Section 37(2) of the Alberta Historical Resources Act (Act), the 
Minister of Alberta Culture and Tourism (CT) may require that any proposed activity that 
is likely to threaten the integrity of a historic resource be preceded by a Historic 
Resources Impact Assessment. The Listing of Historic Resources (Listing) is a tool that 
may assist developers, industry representatives and municipalities (hereafter referred to 
as proponents) in determining if a proposed development might affect historic 
resources. The Listing identifies lands that contain or have a high potential to contain 
historic resources, including archaeological sites, palaeontological sites, Aboriginal 
traditional use sites of a historic resource nature (burials, ceremonial sites, etc.), and/or 
historic sites and structures. The Listing can provide proponents with advance 
notification of possible historic resource concerns and may be used as a tool in planning 
projects.  

The Listing does not include all lands that may contain historic resources. When 
previously unknown historic resources are discovered or high potential areas are 
identified, their locations are added to the Listing. 

The Listing can be accessed through the Online Permitting and Clearance (OPaC) 
system and is available for download in PDF, Excel and ArcGIS formats on the CT 
website. It is updated every spring and fall. Users of the Listing are responsible for 
ensuring that they consult the current edition.  
 
Historic Resource Value (HRV) and Historic Resource Category 

Each land parcel in the Listing has been assigned a Historic Resource Value (HRV) 
ranging from 1 to 5. The highest level of protection (HRV 1) is afforded to lands that 
have been designated under the Act as Provincial Historic Resources. An HRV of 1 is 
also used to identify World Heritage Sites and lands owned by CT for historic resource 
protection and promotion purposes. HRVs are defined as follows: 
 
HRV 1: designated under the Act as a Provincial Historic Resource 
HRV 2: designated under the Act as a Municipal or Registered Historic Resource 
HRV 3: contains a significant historic resource that will likely require avoidance 
HRV 4: contains a historic resource that may require avoidance 
HRV 5: believed to contain a historic resource 
 
NOTE:  Road allowances have the same HRV as lands immediately adjacent. 



Revised May, 2016                                                                                                                      Page 2 of 9 
 

Each entry in the Listing also includes a letter that describes the primary historic 
resource category of concern, as follows: 

a archaeological 
c cultural 
gl geological 
h historic period 
n natural 
p palaeontological 
 
NOTE:  Activities proposed for lands on the Listing are assessed by CT for their 
potential to affect any category of historic resource.  For example, an activity proposed 
for a parcel listed as “p” may also be assessed for its potential to affect archaeological 
sites. 
 
When to use the Listing 
 
The Listing provides a list of lands with possible historic resource concerns, but it is only 
one of several sources of information used by CT to determine the potential threat to 
historic resources. The process to obtain Historical Resources Act approval can vary 
depending on the project type, so CT has produced industry-specific Land Use 
Procedures Bulletins to assist proponents in determining the correct procedure.  
 
Proponents should refer to the Bulletins to determine application requirements. In the 
absence of a Land Use Procedures Bulletin specific to the proposed project type and/or 
industry, the proponent should submit a Historic Resources (HR) Application using the 
OPaC system or contact CT to discuss. 
 
The following types of projects always require the submission of an HR Application: 
 

 projects that require the completion of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) 

 projects that require approval by the National Energy Board (NEB) or 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) 

 projects that are subject to Green Zone historic resource predictive 
modelling under CT supervision (primarily forestry activities) 

 Class I or equivalent pipelines, and other pipelines at the discretion of the 
Minister 

 all developments requiring conservation and reclamation approval by 
Alberta Environment and Parks 

 residential, country residential and industrial subdivisions and related 
planning exercises (e.g., Area Structure Plans, Area Redevelopment Plans, 
Annexation Plans) encompassing more than 10 ha 
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 projects located within Historic Resource Management Areas, including 
Dinosaur Provincial Park area, Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park area, Fort 
George Buckingham House area and the Majorville Medicine Wheel area.  

Instructions on how to complete an HR Application can be found at the following 
website: http://culture.alberta.ca/heritage-and-museums/programs-and-
services/opac/. 
 
Aboriginal Heritage 

All projects to be located on lands identified as HRV 4c require the submission of an HR 
Application. Lands classified as HRV 4c contain or are in close proximity to Aboriginal 
traditional use sites. CT routinely requires applicants to avoid these sites or consult with 
First Nations about potential impacts.  

In cooperation with other provincial ministries, CT has implemented the commitments 
made in the Government of Alberta’s Policy on Consultation with First Nations on Land 
and Natural Resource Management, 2013. In the Pre-consultation Assessment stage 
administered by the Aboriginal Consultation Office, Approvals Specialist will notify 
applicants if their project intersects with Aboriginal traditional use sites included on the 
Listing. If any such sites are present, Approvals Specialists will direct applicants to 
contact CT. Applicants should be aware that CT’s decisions regarding the adequacy of 
consultation on Aboriginal traditional use site concerns are issued independently of the 
Aboriginal Consultation Office.  Projects that intersect with Aboriginal traditional use 
sites require approval from both the Aboriginal Consultation Office and CT prior to 
proceeding.   

CT-specific procedures for Aboriginal Heritage are available at 
http://culture.alberta.ca/heritage-and-museums/programs-and-services/aboriginal-
heritage/. 
 
Recommended Action Matrices 

The Recommended Action Matrix (RAM) is an additional predictive tool. It can give 
proponents advance knowledge of the likelihood of an HRIA being necessary prior to 
the issuance of Historical Resources Act approval.   
 
The basic premise of the RAM is that certain combinations of terrain and disturbance 
features often have the same Historical Resources Act requirements. These 
commonalities occur only for certain types of historic resources and only in certain 
zones of the province. If the RAM indicates “HRIA” the applicant can save time by 
immediately engaging a historic resources consultant to carry out the HRIA. Use of the 
RAM is optional. 
 
The following diagram illustrates the terrain features referred to in the RAM. Applicants 
are to select the RAM cell that occurs at the intersection of best row/column 
descriptions of their proposed activity’s location. The selected cell indicates the 
recommended action to follow. (See additional instructions on page 7.) 
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Terrain Features 
 

 
Top of slope = Break of slope 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES RECOMMENDED ACTION MATRIX (RAM) 
(only for use on HRV 5a lands in the southern White Zone – see map on p. 9) 

 
 

 
 

HRIA It is highly likely that CT will require that a Historic Resources Impact Assessment be carried out by an 
archaeologist qualified to hold an Archaeological Research Permit within the Province of Alberta. The applicant 
should (1) submit an HR Application via OPaC, or (2), to save time, contact a qualified consulting archaeologist 
about obtaining HRA approval by carrying out an HRIA. 

 
31  It is highly likely that CT will issue HRA approval with reference to Section 31 of the Historical Resources Act, 

which states that should any previously undiscovered historic resources be encountered during the conduct of  any 
activities, the appropriate CT staff must be contacted. The applicant should submit an HR Application via OPaC. 
 

Note The outcome cannot be predicted. The applicant should submit an HR application via OPaC. 
 

Vegetation/Land Use
 
Relationship to top of slope  

Native 
Vegetation (e.g. 

prairie) 

Sparsely or non-
vegetated 
(e.g. sand 

dunes) 

Cultivation, 
Cropland 

Existing 
Industrial 

Site 

 
Above the top of slope 
 

 
HRIA 

 
HRIA 

 
31 

 
31 

 
Above the top of slope, within the local 
environs of water bodies and 
watercourses 
 

 
 

HRIA 

 
 

HRIA 

 
 

see Note 

 
 

31 

 
Along the valley slope 
 

 
31 

 
31 

 
31 

 
31 

 
Floodplain, terraces, bench lands 
 

 
HRIA 

 
HRIA 

 
see Note 

  
31 
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 PALAEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES RECOMMENDED ACTION MATRIX (RAM) 
(only for use on HRV 5p lands in the southern White Zone – see ) 

 
 

Vegetation/Land Use
 
Relationship to the top of slope 

Native 
Vegetation 

(e.g. prairie) 

Sparsely or non-
vegetated 
(e.g. sand 

dunes) 

Cultivation, 
Cropland 

Existing 
Industrial 

Site 

 
Above the top of slope (greater than 25 
metres from the top of slope) 
 

 
31 

 
31 

 
31 

 
31 

 
Above the top of slope (within 25 metres of 
the top of slope) 
 

 
see Note 

 
see Note 

 
see Note 

 
31 

 
Along the valley slope 
 

 
HRIA/SoJ 

 
HRIA/SoJ 

 
HRIA/SoJ 

 
see Note 

 
Floodplain, terraces, bench lands 
 

 
see Note 

 
see Note 

 
see Note 

 
31 

 
 

 
HRIA/SoJ The applicant can retain the services of a qualified palaeontological consultant either to carry out a Historic 

Resources Impact Assessment, or to submit a Statement of Justification for Palaeontology. The choice to submit a 
Statement of Justification would likely occur in those situations where the applicant and/or their consulting 
palaeontologists are of the opinion that terrain features or proposed construction methods do not warrant a Historic 
Resources Impact Assessment. 

 
31 It is highly likely that CT will issue Historical Resources Act approval with reference to Section 31 of the Historical 
 Resources Act, which states that should any historic resources be encountered during the conduct of any activities, the 
 appropriate CT staff must be contacted. The applicant should submit an HR application via OPaC. 
 
Note  The outcome cannot be predicted. The applicant should submit an HR Application via OPaC.
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Archaeological Resources RAM 

Applicants may use an Archaeological Resources RAM only when the proposed 
activities are targeted for lands that: 

 are located in the southern White Zone of the Province (i.e., not the White Zone in 
the Peace River Country); and, 

 have a value of 5 in the HRV column of the Listing; and, 
 have an “a” in the Category column of the Listing. 

 
Palaeontological Resources RAM 

Applicants may use a Palaeontological Resources RAM only when the proposed 
activities are targeted for lands that: 

 are located in the southern White Zone of the Province (i.e., not the White Zone in 
the Peace River Country); and, 

 have a value of 5 in the HRV column of the Listing; and, 
 have a “p” in the “Category” column of the Listing. 

 
The Palaeontological Resources RAM cannot be used if the proposed development 
occurs within the Manyberries Badlands Environmentally Significant and Sensitive Area. 
Any development proposal in these areas requires special examination by CT staff at 
the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology and therefore requires the submission of an 
HR Application. The following table provides a list of the lands in the Manyberries region 
that are excluded from the use of the Palaeontological Resources RAM. 

 
MANYBERRIES EXCLUSION ZONE 

 
Mer. Rge. Twp. Sections 

4 06 001 34, 35, 36 
4 03 002 19, 20, 30 
4 04 002 24, 25, 36 
4 05 002 10 
4 06 002 34 
4 07 002 3, 7, 21, 22, 23 
4 03 003 17, 31 
4 06 003 10 
4 03 004 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 29, 31  
4 04 004 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 

18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36 

4 05 004 1, 12, 13, 14, 24, 25, 26, 34, 35, 36 
4 03 005 5, 6, 7, 8, 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, 34, 35 
4 04 005 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 

19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36 

4 05 005 ALL 36 SECTIONS 
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Applying for Historical Resources Act Approval for Development 
Projects 

CT manages the flow of information and conducts reviews of development projects 
primarily through the OPaC system. HR Applications submitted by proponents or their 
representatives are reviewed by CT to determine if the development can proceed 
immediately or if additional studies are required prior to approval. The Minister of CT 
has delegated the authority for issuing requirements and approvals under Section 37(2) 
of the Act to the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Heritage Division. Required studies 
may take a variety of forms, which are outlined in a response issued directly from the 
OPaC system. Historical Resource Act requirements may be multi-phased, but 
complying with the requirements ultimately moves the project towards approval. This 
approval, whether provided at the outset or after studies are completed, is also issued 
directly from the OPaC system. 
 
Chance discoveries of historic resources 

Developers are required to comply with Section 31 of the Historical Resources Act, 
which reads: 

A person who discovers an historic resource in the course of making an 
excavation for a purpose other than for the purpose of seeking historic 
resources shall forthwith notify the Minister of the discovery. 

 
Where there will be little or no further impact from the excavation activity on the historic 
resource, applicants reporting a chance discovery will not be responsible for conducting 
Historic Resources Impact Assessments or other studies to clarify the nature and extent 
of the historic resource.  
 
For more information and appropriate contacts, please refer to Standard Requirements 
under the Historical Resources Act: Reporting the Discovery of Historic Resources. 
 

Questions? 

If you require additional information or have any questions on how to use the Listing of 
Historic Resources, please contact the Land Use Planning Section of the Historic 
Resources Management Branch. 
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