
TAX AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
9811 109 STREET NW, EDMONTON AB T5K 2L5 

 

 Email: TRA.Revenue@gov.ab.ca  

 Website: tra.alberta.ca 

 Phone: 780-427-3044 

 Fax: 780-427-0348 

 

 
Note: for toll-free service in Alberta, call 310-0000, then enter the number. 
 

 
Classification: Public 

Tax and Revenue Administration (TRA) 

Fuel Tax Act 
Information Circular FT-4R3 
Alberta Fuel Tax Exemptions, Refunds and 
Rebates 
Issued: November 2022 
 

 
This information circular is intended to explain legislation and provide specific information. In the event of 
a discrepancy in interpretation between this information circular and the respective legislation, the 
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The Government of Alberta recognizes that many First Nations people and communities in the province 
prefer not to describe themselves as Indians and bands. These terms have been used where necessary 
to reflect their legal meanings in the federal Indian Act. 
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Purchase and Sale of Tax-Exempt Fuel 
 
1. The term ‘tax-exempt’ fuel refers to clear or marked fuel purchased either fully or 

partially exempt from tax, depending on the recipient and circumstances. Tax-
exempt fuel may be sold only by an exempt-sale vendor who is registered with 
TRA to sell tax-exempt fuel. Consumers eligible to purchase tax-exempt fuel are 
required to provide to the exempt-sale vendor, at the time of purchase, evidence 
of their eligibility in the form of a fuel tax exemption certificate or other permitted 
evidence. 

 
2. For information on how to register with TRA as an exempt-sale vendor, refer to 

the ‘Registration’ section in Information Circular FT-2, Information for Direct 
Remitters, Fuel Sellers and Other Recipients. 

 
3. An exempt-sale vendor who registers with TRA to provide the Alberta Indian Tax 

Exemption (AITE) may sell clear fuel fully exempt from tax to eligible individuals 
and bands on a reserve in Alberta (including a direct remitter or fuel seller who 
delivers fuel to a reserve). For information specific to this type of exempt-sale 
vendor, refer to Information Circular AITE-1, Alberta Indian Tax Exemption 
(AITE) Program.  
 

4. Before selling tax-exempt fuel, an exempt-sale vendor should verify the validity of 

the consumer’s fuel tax exemption certificate or other evidence of exemption and 
record the approval number of the certificate (if applicable). If an exempt-sale 
vendor sells tax-exempt fuel without obtaining evidence of eligibility from the 
consumer, knows that the evidence is false, or knows or ought to know that the 
fuel will be used by the consumer for an unauthorized purpose, both the exempt-
sale vendor and the consumer are jointly and severally liable to pay to TRA the 
amount of tax otherwise payable on the fuel. 
 

5. An exempt-sale vendor is required to pass on the benefit of a tax exemption to 
eligible consumers. A vendor who does not do so is liable to pay to TRA an 
amount equal to the benefit that the vendor was otherwise required to provide to 
the consumer. 

 
Back to Index 
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Clear Fuel Tax Exemptions 
 

6. Certain consumers are eligible to purchase clear fuel fully exempt from tax in 
various circumstance, as explained below. 

 

Back to Index 
 

Indians and Bands 
 

7. Under the AITE program, Indians and bands may purchase clear fuel fully 
exempt from tax if the fuel is the personal property of the individual or band 
situated on a reserve in Alberta. In general, the fuel must be purchased from a 
registered exempt-sale vendor on a reserve in Alberta, or the fuel must be 
delivered to the reserve. 

 

8. In order to prevent ineligible consumers from taking advantage of the tax 
exemptions provided under the Indian Act (Canada), an eligible individual must 
present to the vendor, at the time of purchase, either a federal Certificate of 
Indian Status (status card) or a federal Temporary Confirmation of Registration 
Document (TCRD) with identification. A band must present a letter issued by 
TRA containing the band’s AITE registration number. 

 

9. Eligible individuals and bands may also purchase clear fuel fully exempt from tax 
from exempt-sale vendors located on the Garden River settlement at Wood 
Buffalo National Park and on certain property owned on behalf of the Heart Lake 
First Nation, notwithstanding such areas are not specifically designated as 
reserves for federal purposes. 
 

10. TRA may declare a status card to be invalid for the purposes of the AITE 
program if TRA determines that the holder of the card has contravened the Act or 
any other enactment that provides for the imposition of a tax, or if the holder of 
the card has an overdue debt to the Crown (until the debt has been paid in full). 
 

11. For additional information on tax exemptions under the AITE program, refer to 
Information Circular AITE-1, Alberta Indian Tax Exemption (AITE) Program.  

 

Back to Index 
 

Government of Canada 
 

12. The Government of Canada may purchase clear fuel fully exempt from tax by 
providing to the exempt-sale vendor, at the time of purchase, evidence of 
exemption in the following form:  

This is to certify that the fuel is being purchased by  

_____________________________________________________ 
Name of Department, Agency or Crown Corporation  

 
which is part of the Government of Canada or is a tax-free Government of 

Canada agency, and therefore is not subject to Alberta fuel tax.   

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/aite-information-circular-aite-1-aite-program
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13. The certification must be recorded on the purchase order, contract or invoice 
relating to the fuel purchased. In the absence of such evidence, the vendor must 
sell the fuel with tax included and the Government of Canada may apply to TRA 
for a rebate. Refer to the ‘Rebate of Tax Paid by a Consumer’ section for 
information on claiming a rebate for tax paid in error. 

 

Back to Index 
 

Foreign Armed Forces 
 

14. Armed forces of a country other than Canada, who are stationed in Alberta, may 
purchase clear fuel fully exempt from tax by providing to the exempt-sale vendor, 
at the time of purchase, documentation showing the consumer’s status and 
authorizing the consumer to purchase fuel for use by the armed forces in Alberta. 
The exempt-sale vendor is required to retain a copy of the documentation. 
 

Back to Index 
 

Foreign Operators of an Air Transportation Service 
 

15. A foreign operator of a commercial air transport service on an international flight 
originating in Alberta may purchase clear aviation fuel fully exempt from tax by 
providing to the exempt-sale vendor, at the time of purchase, federal 
documentation establishing that the operator qualifies as a foreign operator 
under the Aeronautics Act (Canada), which authorizes the consumer to purchase 
aviation fuel for use in a commercial aircraft on an international flight. The 
exemption is provided by the vendor at time of billing, based on the federal 
documentation requirements, and no additional documentation is required in 
order for the operator to obtain the up-front tax exemption. 
 

16. If an operator does not qualify for the up-front tax exemption at the time the 
aviation fuel is purchased, the vendor must sell the fuel with tax included. 
However, the operator may be eligible to apply to TRA for a rebate of tax paid on 
fuel used for certain qualifying flights. Refer to the ‘Rebate of Tax Paid by a 
Consumer’ section for information on the circumstances in which an operator 
may claim a rebate for tax paid. 

 
17. A ‘commercial flight’ is considered to be a flight in which a passenger or cargo is 

transported for payment or other consideration. Flight crews are not considered 
to be passengers, and their personal belongings are not considered to be cargo. 
Private aircraft are not considered to be commercial. Flights do not need to be 
non-stop for the operator to qualify for the tax exemption or rebate on aviation 
fuel purchased in Alberta. Rather, aircraft may take on additional passengers or 
cargo at another location within Alberta or outside of Alberta (but still within 
Canada), provided the ultimate destination is outside of Canada. However, flights 
that offload a passenger or cargo at another location outside of Alberta before 
departing for an international destination do not qualify for the tax exemption or 
rebate. 

 

Back to Index   
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Mine Operators 
 
18. An operator of a mine in Alberta may purchase clear liquefied petroleum gas 

(LPG) fully exempt from tax by providing to the exempt-sale vendor, at the time 
of purchase, evidence of exemption in the form of a letter (or copy thereof) 
issued by TRA acknowledging the operator’s eligibility to purchase LPG exempt 
from tax. A mine operator should contact TRA for information on obtaining an 
approval letter. 

 
Back to Index 

 
Railway Locomotive Operators 
 
19. An operator of a railway locomotive may purchase clear locomotive fuel (diesel) 

fully exempt from tax to operate a railway locomotive in Alberta, or to provide 
heat or light to attached railway cars, if the operator is registered with TRA and 
listed on the Government of Alberta website as one of the ‘Entities Registered to 
Use Locomotive Fuel in Alberta’. Prior to selling locomotive fuel to a railway 
locomotive exempt from tax, an exempt-sale vendor should confirm that the 
operator is included on the list, which is updated by TRA as registrations are 
issued or cancelled. 

 
Back to Index 

 

Marked Fuel Tax Exemptions 
 
20. Marked fuel includes gasoline and diesel that has been marked with a 

characteristic red dye to indicate that it may be sold partially exempt from tax 
from an exempt-sale vendor in Alberta. Certain consumers are eligible to 
purchase marked fuel partially exempt from tax in various circumstances, as 
explained below. In the absence of an oil price tax rate adjustment, the tax 
exemption on marked gasoline and diesel is $0.09 per litre. 

 
Back to Index 

 
Tax Exempt Fuel Users 

 
21. Under the Tax Exempt Fuel User (TEFU) program, a consumer may purchase 

marked fuel partially exempt from tax by providing to the exempt-sale vendor, at 
the time of purchase, a fuel tax exemption certificate that includes a valid TEFU 
number issued by TRA identifying the consumer as a person who is entitled to 
purchase marked fuel for a particular purpose or use, including: 

 

 for commercial purposes for use in an engine owned or operated by the 
consumer, other than an engine that drives a motor vehicle, boat or aircraft, 
or that solely regulates the temperature in a trailer or container used for the 
commercial transportation of goods, 

  

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/fuel-tax-act-entities-registered-to-use-locomotive-fuel-in-alberta
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/fuel-tax-act-entities-registered-to-use-locomotive-fuel-in-alberta
https://www.alberta.ca/about-tax-levy-rates-prescribed-interest-rates.aspx#fuel


- 6 - 

 
Classification: Public 

 for commercial purposes for use in a motor vehicle that is not required to be 
licensed or registered in respect of its operation, 

 

 for use by a government authority, other than the Government of Canada, in 
an engine owned by the authority, where the engine does not drive a motor 
vehicle, boat or aircraft, 

 

 for use by a government authority, other than the Government of Canada, in a 
motor vehicle that is not required to be licensed or registered in respect of its 
operation,  

 

 to produce heat or light other than in a motor vehicle, boat, aircraft or 
locomotive, or in a trailer or container used for the commercial transportation 
of goods, or  

 

 for any purpose other than burning the marked fuel in an internal combustion 
or turbine engine. 

 
22. Refer to the ‘Fuel Tax Exemption Certificates’ section for information on how to 

apply for a certificate under the TEFU program. 
 

Back to Index 
 
Farmers 

 
23. A consumer who is a farmer may purchase marked fuel partially exempt from tax 

by providing to the exempt-sale vendor, at the time of purchase, a fuel tax 
exemption certificate that includes a valid Alberta Farm Fuel Benefit (AFFB) 
number issued by Alberta Agriculture identifying the consumer as a person who 
is entitled to purchase marked fuel for use in farming operations in Alberta. 

 
24. Refer to the ‘Fuel Tax Exemption Certificates’ section for information on how to 

apply to Alberta Agriculture for a certificate under the AFFB program. 
 
25. Certain consumers may require fuel for commercial purposes for use in 

unlicensed vehicles and equipment, as well as for use in farming operations. If a 
farmer qualifies under both of the TEFU and AFFB programs, the farmer must 
choose one program under which to obtain a fuel tax exemption certificate and to 
purchase and use marked fuel. For the other program, the farmer must purchase 
and use clear fuel and then claim a rebate for the tax paid. Refer to the ‘Rebate 
of Tax Paid by a Consumer’ section for information on claiming a rebate for tax 
paid on clear fuel used by a farmer in either farming or other eligible commercial 
operations. 

 
Back to Index 
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Fuel Tax Exemption Certificates 
 

26. Consumers eligible to purchase marked fuel partially exempt from tax under the 
TEFU program must apply to TRA for a fuel tax exemption certificate, which must 
be provided to each exempt-sale vendor at the time marked fuel is purchased for 
an eligible purpose or use. For complete information on how to apply for a fuel 
tax exemption certificate under the TEFU program, refer to the ‘Tax Exempt Fuel 
User (TEFU) Registration Instruction Guide’ and the ‘How to Complete the Tax 
Exempt Fuel User (TEFU) Registration’ video on the Government of Alberta 
website. 

 
27. Farmers eligible to purchase marked fuel partially exempt from tax under the 

AFFB program must apply to Alberta Agriculture for a fuel tax exemption 
certificate in the form of an Alberta Farm Fuel Tax Exemption Certificate, which 
must be provided to each exempt-sale vendor at the time marked fuel is 
purchased partially exempt from tax for use in farming operations in Alberta. For 
complete information on how to apply for a fuel tax exemption certificate under 
the AFFB program, refer to the ‘Farm fuel and rural utility programs’ page of the 
Government of Alberta website. 

 
28. Fuel tax exemption certificates are issued in the legal name of the entity that is 

entitled to the tax exemption, and will be purchasing the fuel exempt from tax. 
Fuel invoices issued by exempt-sale vendors should be issued in the name of the 
legal entity stated on the certificate.  
 

29. If a consumer operates a sole proprietorship, as well as an incorporated 
business, both entities must have separate fuel tax exemption certificates to 
purchase fuel for their separate eligible commercial activities.  
 

30. If a fuel tax exemption certificate is to be used to purchase marked fuel for use by 
a partnership, the partners’ legal names must be provided to TRA at the time the 
partnership applies for the certificate. If a partner performs other eligible 
commercial activities independent of the partnership’s eligible commercial 
activities, then the respective partner should apply for a separate certificate. Fuel 
purchased under a specific exemption certificate can only be used for the 
operations of the entity to which the certificate was issued. 

 
31. TRA or Alberta Agriculture may refuse to issue a fuel tax exemption certificate if 

the applicant 
 

 is not eligible to purchase marked fuel partially exempt from tax due to the 
nature of the particular operations or the intended use of the fuel, 
 

 has contravened the Fuel Tax Act or another enactment that imposes a tax,  
 

 has already been issued a valid certificate,  
 

 has an overdue debt to the Crown,   

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/fuel-tax-registration-instruction-guide.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/fuel-tax-registration-instruction-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ln4M6WclM3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ln4M6WclM3A
https://www.alberta.ca/farm-fuel-and-rural-utility-programs.aspx
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 is a farmer who has provided an unreasonable estimate of the market value 
of production from farming operations, or  

 

 has provided false or misleading information at the time the application for 
registration was submitted. 

 
32. Fuel tax exemption certificates do not expire, but may be suspended or cancelled 

by TRA or Alberta Agriculture if 
 

 the holder of the certificate is no longer eligible to purchase marked fuel 
partially exempt from tax,  

 

 the holder has contravened the Fuel Tax Act or another enactment that 
imposes a tax, 

 

 the holder has an overdue debt to the Crown, 
 

 the certificate has been lost, stolen, destroyed, or made unusable due to 
damage, or 

 

 the holder has provided false or misleading information to TRA or Alberta 
Agriculture. 

 
33. Notice of a fuel tax exemption certificate being suspended, cancelled or 

reinstated is provided to both the holder of the certificate and all exempt-sale 
vendors.  

 
Back to Index 

 

Marking Fuel  
 

Definitions  
 

34. The following definitions are relevant for the purposes of this ‘Marking Fuel’ 
section: 
 

 ‘Dye Concentrate’ means the concentrate mixture of Dyestuff and Solvent, 
 

 ‘Dyestuff’ means the colouring agent of the Dye Concentrate, 
 

 ‘Marked fuel’ means fuel coloured to a concentration of 14 parts per million of 
red dye and is sold partially exempt from tax to eligible consumers, and 

 

 ‘Solvent’ means the organic solvent of a mixture of organic solvents of the 
Dye Concentrate (mainly aromatic solvents). 

 
Back to Index 
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How to Register  
 

35. A person who desires to mark fuel should complete and submit a fuel tax 
registration form in the Tax and Revenue Administration Client Self-Service 
(TRACS) secure online system. In the ‘Fuel Tax’ section, select ‘Other’ from the 
list of fuel seller activities and indicate ‘marking fuel’ as the description. For 
additional information on how to apply to mark fuel, refer to the ‘Fuel Tax – 
Marked Fuel’ page of our website, which includes the Fuel Tax Registration 
Instruction Guide and instructions for creating or logging in to an Alberta.ca 
Account and accessing TRACS. 
 

36. Once an application for registration has been submitted, TRA will contact the 
applicant for additional information, including the type of dye injector, location(s) 
where the fuel will be marked, and the security features in place at each location. 
If TRA approves the application, an approval letter will be posted in the applying 
registrant’s TRACS account, and the registrant will be notified by separately in 
writing of the specific locations where fuel may be marked. 
 

37. A registrant authorized to mark fuel must do so only at an ‘approved location’, 
which is considered by TRA to be a site with 
 

 a metered mechanical dye injector system, 
 

 a ratio of one injector system to one marked fuel pump, 
 

 security features that restrict access to the marked fuel to eligible consumers 
only and prevent unauthorized access to both the dye and the injector 
system, and 

 

 approved security seals in place to prevent tampering with the injector 
system. 

 
38. An approved location may be at a terminal, at a cardlock fueling station, or at the 

point of sale. An on-truck marker injection system intended for use at various 
locations where fuel is delivered may also be approved.  
 

Back to Index 
 

Mixing Marked Fuel with Clear Fuel  
 

39. If marked fuel is mistakenly put into a clear fuel tank, or if clear fuel is mistakenly 
put into a marked fuel tank, the valves leading to and from the affected tank 
should be turned off. 
 

  

https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-sellers-marked.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-sellers-marked.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/fuel-tax-registration-instruction-guide.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/fuel-tax-registration-instruction-guide.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
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40. Mixing marked fuel and clear fuel together is considered to be a rebrand of fuel 
that must be reported to TRA to ensure that the appropriate fuel tax rate is 
applied to the end product. A person (including an independent fuel seller) who 
mistakenly mixes fuel they own must report the rebrand using the fuel tax return 
in TRACS. A return is also required when fuel is rebranded from a lower fuel tax 
rate to a higher fuel tax rate, or a refund may be claimed when fuel is rebranded 
from a higher fuel tax rate to a lower fuel tax rate. For additional information on 
rebranding fuel, including how to register, refer to the ‘Fuel Tax – Rebranding 
Fuel’ page of our website. 
 

41. A person who mistakenly mixes fuel they do not own, for example, fuel that is 
sold by the person on behalf of a full direct remitter who owns the fuel, should 
complete the ‘Rebrand Notification (Product Mix)’ form in TRACS and then 
advise the full direct remitter of the mistake. As the owner of the fuel, the full 
direct remitter is responsible for reporting the volume of rebranded fuel and 
paying or claiming any difference in fuel tax. 
 

42. Fuel should not be sold or removed from tanks where mixing has occurred until 
the fuel has been rebranded to the required specifications and technical 
requirements (refer to the ‘Specifications’ and ‘Technical Requirements’ 
sections). Failure to follow the correct procedures could result in the fuel seller 
being liable for fuel tax on fuel that is not properly rebranded. 

 
Back to Index 

 
Purchasing Dye Concentrate  

 
43. TRA does not supply Dye Concentrate to a person approved to mark fuel in 

Alberta. Rather, Dye Concentrate must be purchased from a fuel dye supplier 
who has been registered and authorized by TRA to supply Dye Concentrate to 
fuel suppliers. Refer to the list of Registered / Approved Fuel Dye Suppliers on 
the Government of Alberta website. 

 
Back to Index  

 
Supplying Dye Concentrate 

 
44. A person who desires to supply Dye Concentrate in Alberta, and have its name 

included on the list of Registered / Approved Fuel Dye Suppliers on the 
Government of Alberta website should contact TRA and must follow the process 
set out below. A fuel dye supplier is permitted to supply Dye Concentrate only to 
persons registered with TRA to mark fuel in Alberta. 

 
Back to Index 

 
  

https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-sellers-rebranding.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-sellers-rebranding.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/fuel-tax-act-registered-and-approved-fuel-dye-suppliers
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/fuel-tax-act-registered-and-approved-fuel-dye-suppliers
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Testing Dye Concentrate 
 

45. Prior to an application to supply Dye Concentrate being approved by TRA, an 
applicant must submit a sample of Dye Concentrate for testing to InnoTech 
Alberta (InnoTech), together with written consent for InnoTech to provide a copy 
of the test results directly to TRA. At the expense of the applicant, InnoTech will 
verify whether the Dye Concentrate meets the specifications and technical 
requirements (refer to the ‘Specifications’ and ‘Technical Requirements’ 
sections). Upon completion of the testing, InnoTech will invoice the applicant. 

 
46. For additional information on obtaining a test of Dye Concentrate, interested 

persons should contact InnoTech directly by calling 780-450-5111 or emailing 
info@innotechalberta.ca. 
 

47. Upon receipt of test results from InnoTech verifying that the Dye Concentrate 
meets the specifications and technical requirements, TRA will authorize the fuel 
dye supplier to supply Dye Concentrate to persons approved to mark fuel in 
Alberta, provided the Dye Concentrate continues to meet the specifications and 
technical requirements. A letter from TRA outlining the terms of the approval will 
be provided to the approved applicant. In particular, Dye Concentrate must not 
be sold for any purpose other than for marking fuel. 
 

Subsequent Verification 
 

48. Random testing of the Dye Concentrate may be performed by TRA to verify that 
the Dye Concentrate being supplied by a particular fuel dye supplier continues to 
meet the required specifications and technical requirements (refer to the 
‘Specifications’ and ‘Technical Requirements’ sections). If the Dye Concentrate 
fails to meet the specifications and technical requirements, authorization to 
supply Dye Concentrate in Alberta will be cancelled. TRA will not reinstate an 
authorization until the fuel dye supplier submits a new sample of the Dye 
Concentrate to InnoTech for testing, at the fuel dye supplier’s expense, and 
obtains a test result verifying that the new sample meets the specifications and 
technical requirements. 

 
Specifications 

 
49. Dye Concentrate must 

 

 be a liquid mixture composed of Dyestuff (where the primary components are 
pure Dyestuff and Dyestuff solvent in concentration according to Dyestuff 
strength – see below) and Solvent, 

 

 be dye Solvent Red 164,  
 

 be furfural-free and completely soluble in petroleum fuel, 
 

  

mailto:info@innotechalberta.ca
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 contain properties that will not change, will not form precipitate significantly 
and will not have phase separation occurring if stored for six months under 
changing weather conditions, in outdoor storage, at varying altitudes and 
temperatures, 

 

 not have a negative effect on equipment when the marked fuel is used for 
heating or in an internal combustion engine, 

 

 be suitable for use in all types of internal combustion engines and turbines, as 
a solution in diesel or gasoline, 

 

 pass through filters and not harm, cause damage to or constrict fuel tanks, 
liners, filters, carburetors, injectors, engines or any other engine associated 
equipment, and 

 

 not impair engine performance. 
 

50. If Dye Concentrate specifications change, TRA will provide all approved fuel dye 
suppliers with written notification of the change. Fuel dye suppliers must meet the 
revised Dye Concentrate specifications if they desire to continue to be authorized 
to supply Dye Concentrate in Alberta. 
 

51. Dyestuff content of the Dye Concentrate must be such as to allow for a minimum 
visual detection of 1/10 dilution of the fuel dyed to requirement (at 14 parts per 
million). A mixture made of one (1) part dyed fuel and nine parts of similar 
undyed fuel must be such as to allow for easy visual detection of the Dyestuff. A 
light, yellow stove oil (not less than +15 on the Saybolt Chromometer scale, 
ASTM International ASTM D156) will be used as fuel oil for evaluation of dilution. 
 

52. The applicant must ensure that all components of the Dye Concentrate comply 
with the specifications and with United States Environmental Protection Agency 
requirements and, where applicable, comply with Canadian and provincial 
environmental protection legislation. Proof of compliance is the responsibility of 
the applicant. 

 
53. For additional information on the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 

refer to its website. For additional information on the Canadian Environmental 
Protection Act, 1999, refer to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 
and related documents page of the Government of Canada’s website. 

 
  

https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/related-documents.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/related-documents.html
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Technical Requirements 
 

54. The technical requirements of Dye Concentrate are as set out in the table below. 
 

Physico-chemical Properties Requirements Under Utilization Reference 
Methods Property Unit As a Dye Concentrate 

Ash weight % <0.02 ASTM D482 

Density at 15 °C kg/L Useful data Free 

Moisture weight % <0.5 
ASTM D1744 

(a) 

Insoluble matters weight % <0.2 QO-TEST-13 e 

Flash point °C >40 ASTM D93 

Pour point °C <-20 ASTM D97 

Viscosity at 50°C cSt Useful data ASTM D445 

Viscosity at 25°C cSt Useful data ASTM D445 

LOT °C <-20 ASTM D341 

 
55. Karl Fischer reagents for aldehyde and ketone are recommended. 

 
56. The technical requirements of Dyestuff are as set out in the table below. 

 

Component Feature Requirement (limit value) Reference Methods 

Dyestuff strength  AU > 0.640 QO-TEST-01 e 

 
Significance of Analysis Methods 
 
57. The significance of the various analysis methods is as set out below. 

 

 Ash (ASTM D482) 
 
Small specimen of a sample is burned in a weighed container until all 
combustible matter has been consumed. The amount of unburnable residue is 
ash content, and it is reported as percent by weight of the sample. Low ash 
content leads to low deposit in heating devices. Measured in weight percentage 
(weight %). 

 

 Density 
 
Density is the weight per unit volume of the sample. Its principal use is to convert 
weights of Dye Concentrate to volumes or volumes to weights. Density is also 
required when calculating the volume of Dye Concentrate at a temperature 
different from that at which the original volume was measured. Measured in 
kilograms per litre. 
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 Dyestuff Strength (QO-TEST-01 e) 
 
Dyestuff strength is an indication of Dyestuff content in the Dye Concentrate. It is 
the net value of the spectrophotometric absorbency (colour intensity) of the 
Dyestuff. Measured in astronomical unit (AU). 
 

 Flash Point (ASTM D93) 
 
The flash point is the lowest temperature at which application of an ignition 
source causes the vapours of a specimen of a sample to ignite under specified 
conditions of test. In practice, flash point is important primarily from Dye 
Concentrate handling standpoint. A flash point too low will cause Dye 
Concentrate to be a fire hazard, subject to flashing and possible explosion. 
Measured in degrees Celsius. 
 

 Insoluble Matters (QO-TEST-13 e) 
 
An insoluble matter is the measure of the tendency of Premix to form undesirable 
deposit, likely to plug the injector system at the coloration site. Measured in 
weight %. 
 

 Lowest Operating Temperature (LOT) (ASTM D341) 
 
LOT is the temperature at which the viscosity of the Dye Concentrate has 
reached 280 centistokes. The calculation of LOT is useful only for Dye 
Concentrate used as a concentrate on the colouring site. The calculated value of 
LOT must never be lower than the pour point of the Dye Concentrate. Measured 
in degrees Celsius. 
 

 Moisture (ASTM D1744) 
 
Moisture is an indication of water content of the Dye Concentrate that can cause 
injection problems at low temperature when water turns to ice crystals at the 
coloration site. Measured in weight %. 
 

 Pour Point (ASTM D97) 
 
The pour point is an indication of the lowest temperature at which a liquid sample 
can be pumped. Measured in degrees Celsius. 

 

 Viscosity (ASTM D445) 
 
The kinematics viscosity is the resistance to flow of a fluid under gravity. The 
viscosity is important primarily because of its effect on handling of a liquid by 
pump and injector system. Viscosity increases with the lowering of the 
temperature. Measured in centistokes. 
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Fuel Tax Refunds and Rebates 
 

58. A recipient may apply to TRA for a refund of fuel tax in situations where the tax 
was paid, but the fuel was either non-taxable or sold exempt from tax to a person 
who had a legitimate entitlement to not pay the tax, as explained below. A 
recipient may apply to TRA for a rebate of fuel tax in situations where the tax was 
paid, but the fuel was used for a particular purpose or was purchased by a 
person who had a legitimate entitlement to have the tax rebated, as explained 
below. 
 

59. All fuel tax refunds and rebates are claimed through TRACS using the ‘File a 
Return/Claim’ option. Claiming a refund or rebate through TRACS may require 
registration as a claimant if a recipient is not already registered for another fuel 
tax purpose. In general, supporting documentation does not have to be provided 
at the time a claim for a refund or rebate is made. However, a claimant is 
required to maintain documentation to adequately prove the claim and must 
provide it to TRA upon request. 
 

60. On receipt of a claim for a refund or rebate, TRA will review the claim and may 
ask for additional information to determine the claimant’s eligibility. Before a 
refund or rebate (or credit in lieu of a refund or rebate) is issued, TRA must be 
satisfied that the tax was actually paid. If it is determined that the claimant is 
entitled to a refund or rebate, TRA will pay or credit the amount to the recipient. If 
TRA denies a claim for a refund or rebate, in whole or in part, TRA will provide 
the claimant with a Notice of Disallowance specifying the disallowed amount and 
the reasons for the denial. 
 

Back to Index 
 

Refund of Tax Paid on Fuel Sold Exempt from Tax 
 

61. An exempt-sale vendor who is registered under the AITE program to sell clear 
fuel exempt from tax to eligible individuals and bands on a reserve in Alberta, on 
the Garden River settlement at Wood Buffalo National Park, or on certain 
property owned on behalf of the Heart Lake First Nation, is entitled to a refund of 
the tax paid on inventory of fuel that is sold exempt from tax. AITE retailer 
refunds are processed and issued on a weekly basis using information 
transmitted to TRA through each retailer’s point of sale system, AITE Direct. For 
additional information on AITE retailer refunds, refer to Information Circular AITE-
1, Alberta Indian Tax Exemption (AITE) Program.  

 
62. A full direct remitter or fuel seller who is registered as an exempt-sale vendor is 

entitled to a refund of the tax remitted or paid on inventory of clear fuel that is 
sold exempt from tax to the Government of Canada, foreign armed forces, or to a 
foreign operator of an air transportation service. 
 

Back to Index 
 

  

https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/aite-information-circular-aite-1-aite-program
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/aite-information-circular-aite-1-aite-program
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Refund of Tax Paid in Other Situations 
 

63. A recipient other than a consumer is entitled to claim a refund of tax paid on clear 
fuel in the following situations: 
 

 the fuel was exported from Alberta in bulk (200 litres or more) by a person 
other than a full direct remitter, and used outside Alberta, 

 

 a verifiable quantity of the fuel was stolen or destroyed, e.g., by accident, fire, 
tank rupture or theft, 

 

 the fuel was rebranded to a non-taxable product or to a fuel with a lower tax 
rate, 

 

 tax was charged or remitted, or both, in error by a recipient, 
 

 the fuel was unsaleable due to contamination, and 
 

 LPG was sold to a consumer for a non-motive purpose or use and was 
dispensed from a system other than one used to dispense LPG for use as a 
motive fuel, e.g., was dispensed from a cylinder dispensing system (including 
LPG sold for a non-motive purpose where the retailer has only one storage 
tank that is the source of LPG for both an automotive dispensing system and 
a cylinder dispensing system). 

 
64. A recipient other than a consumer may be entitled to claim a refund of tax paid 

on clear fuel if the fuel was sold on credit and all or a portion of the debt for the 
sale is a bad debt. For the debt to be considered a bad debt, the recipient must 
establish that the debt was uncollectible and was included in the recipient’s 
income for the current or a preceding year for federal income tax purposes. A 
debt is not considered uncollectible unless the recipient has made all reasonable 
efforts to collect the debt or, in the case of a bankruptcy or receivership of a 
debtor, has filed a claim for the debt with the debtor’s trustee and specified the 
amount of fuel tax applicable to the debt. A claim for a refund will be denied by 
TRA if it is determined that the recipient continued to sell fuel on credit to the 
debtor after the recipient established that the debt was uncollectible. 
 

65. For additional information on the eligibility of a fuel seller for a fuel tax refund, 
including instructions for how to register and file a claim through TRACS, refer to 
the ‘Eligibility for a fuel tax rebate or refund’ section of the ‘Fuel tax – Fuel sellers’ 
page of the Government of Alberta website. 
 

Back to Index   

https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-fuel-sellers.aspx
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Refund of Tax for Rate Decrease 
 

66. In the event a fuel tax rate decreases, a direct remitter or fuel seller is entitled to 
report the litres of the respective unsold fuel held in their inventory immediately 
before the tax rate decrease and claim a refund of the tax differential from TRA.  
 

67. An inventory declaration for claiming a refund of tax in respect of a tax rate 
decrease must be submitted electronically through TRACS using the ‘File a 
Return/Claim’ feature. 
 

Back to Index  
 
Refund of Tax Paid by a Consumer 

 
68. A consumer is entitled to claim a refund of tax paid on clear fuel in the following 

situations: 
 

 diesel was rebranded to locomotive fuel and used in a railway locomotive, 
and 

 

 aviation fuel was exported from Alberta in bulk (200 litres or more) and used 
outside Alberta. 

 
69. For additional information on the eligibility of a consumer to claim a fuel tax 

refund, including instructions for how to register as a claimant and file a claim 
through TRACS, refer to the ‘Eligibility for a fuel tax rebate or refund’ section of 
the ‘Fuel tax – Consumers’ page of the Government of Alberta website. 
 

Back to Index 
 

Rebate of Tax Paid by a Consumer 
 

70. A consumer is entitled to claim a rebate of tax paid on clear fuel in the following 
situations: 
 

 the fuel was purchased in Alberta for use by a foreign country or state 
(embassy), or one of its political subdivisions, agents or accredited 
representatives, 

 

 the fuel was purchased by a member of the Diplomatic Corp, if the consumer 
is listed in the current edition of Diplomatic, Consular and Other 
Representatives in Canada, 

 

 the fuel was purchased by an Indian or band, who otherwise would have been 
entitled to purchase clear fuel exempt from tax on a reserve in Alberta, but 
whose status card or AITE registration number (issued to a band) was 
suspended, cancelled or declared invalid at the time the fuel was purchased, 

 
  

https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-consumers.aspx
https://w05.international.gc.ca/Protocol-Protocole/archives.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/Protocol-Protocole/archives.aspx?lang=eng
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 the fuel was purchased by a consumer, other than an Indian or band, who 
otherwise would have been entitled to purchase clear fuel exempt from tax, 
but whose fuel tax exemption certificate or other evidence of exemption was 
not, for reasons acceptable to TRA at its sole discretion, provided to the 
exempt-sale vendor at the time the fuel was purchased, 

 

 LPG was purchased by a farmer and used for farming operations in Alberta, 
e.g., in a propane-powered farm truck or to heat farm buildings, 

 

 aviation fuel was purchased by a farmer and used for farming operations in 
Alberta, e.g., for crop dusting, 
 

 the fuel was purchased by a farmer licensed under the International Fuel Tax 
Agreement and used for farming operations in Alberta in a farm truck that is 
part of the farmer’s fleet of qualified motor vehicles,  
 

 the fuel was purchased in Alberta by a consumer who transported the fuel in 
bulk (200 litres or more) to a jurisdiction outside Alberta, if tax was payable in 
that jurisdiction and the consumer paid the tax owing, 

 

 the fuel was purchased by a consumer who mixed it with another substance, 
thereby making the fuel unusable in an internal combustion or turbine engine, 
e.g., for use in manufacturing explosives, 

 

 the fuel was purchased by a recipient who injected it into a wellbore as a 
fracturing fluid to stimulate additional production from a well,  

 

 the fuel was purchased by the Government of Canada without receiving a tax 
exemption at the time the fuel was purchased (see below), and 

 

 the fuel was purchased by a foreign operator of an air transportation service 
who did not qualify for or otherwise receive a tax exemption at the time the 
fuel was purchased, but can demonstrate that the fuel was used for a 
qualifying international flight of a domestic carrier, for a qualifying international 
flight that had a stopover in Canada (other than in Alberta), or for a qualifying 
international charter or other non-scheduled flight (see below). 

 
71. At the time a rebate is claimed by the Government of Canada (on the basis that 

tax was paid in error), the representative should be prepared to provide, upon the 
request of TRA, an explanation as to why the tax exemption was not received at 
the time the fuel was purchased and a certificate as evidence of exemption in the 
following form:  

This is to certify that Alberta fuel tax was paid on fuel purchased by  

_____________________________________________________ 
Name of Department, Agency or Crown Corporation  

 
which is part of the Government of Canada or is a tax-free Government of 

Canada agency, and therefore is not subject to Alberta fuel tax.   
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72. At the time a rebate is claimed by a foreign operator of an air transportation 
service, the operator should be prepared to provide, upon the request of TRA, 
supporting documentation that includes the quantity of aviation fuel purchased, 
date of purchase, name of vendor, legal name of purchaser, tail number of the 
respective aircraft, make or model of the aircraft, flight number, departure point 
and destination. 

 
73. In the event marked fuel is not reasonably available, a consumer registered 

under the TEFU program with a valid TEFU number, or a farmer registered under 
the AFFB program with a valid AFFB number, may have to purchase clear fuel 
(with tax included) for use in unlicensed vehicles and equipment or for farming 
operations, as the case may be. In such cases, the consumer or farmer may 
claim a rebate equal to the lesser of the amount of tax paid on the clear fuel and 
$0.09 per litre. For marked fuel to be considered ‘not reasonably available’, TRA 
must be satisfied that marked fuel was not available for sale within a 50-kilometer 
radius of the claimant’s operation, that clear fuel had to be used due to a legal 
restriction (e.g., a zoning bylaw) that prohibited the claimant from having more 
than one fuel storage tank, or for another reason acceptable to TRA at its sole 
discretion. 
 

74. For additional information on the eligibility of a consumer to claim a fuel tax 
rebate, including instructions for how to register as a claimant and file a claim 
through TRACS, refer to the ‘Eligibility for a fuel tax rebate or refund’ section of 
the ‘Fuel tax – Consumers’ page of the Government of Alberta website. 
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Refund and Rebate Claim Deadlines 

 
75. A claim for a refund of tax, other than a refund in respect of a bad debt, on fuel 

that was stolen or destroyed, or in respect of a tax rate decrease, must be 
received by TRA within three years from the end of the year in which the 
circumstances giving rise to the claim occurred. 
 

76. A claim for a refund of tax in respect of a bad debt must be received by TRA 
within 90 days after the earlier of the date the claimant received a notice of 
bankruptcy or notice of the appointment of a receiver, and the date that the debt 
was written off as a bad debt in the claimant’s books of account. 
 

77. A claim for a refund of tax on fuel that was stolen or destroyed must be received 
by TRA within one year from the date the fuel was stolen or destroyed. If the 
recipient was to sell the fuel on behalf of a full direct remitter who owned the fuel, 
the recipient should immediately inform the full direct remitter of the loss. 
 

78. A claim for a refund of tax in respect of a tax rate decrease must be submitted to 
TRA within one year of the day on which the tax rate applicable to the respective 
type of fuel decreased. 
 

  

https://www.alberta.ca/tra-client-self-service.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/fuel-tax-information-consumers.aspx
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79. A claim for a rebate of tax must be received by TRA within three years from the 
end of the calendar year in which the fuel was purchased. 
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Contact Information and Useful Links 
 

Email TRA: TRA.Revenue@gov.ab.ca  

Visit our website: tra.alberta.ca  

Subscribe to receive email updates: tra.alberta.ca/subscribe.html 

TRA Client Self-Service (TRACS): tra.alberta.ca/tracs  
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mailto:TRA.Revenue@gov.ab.ca
http://tra.alberta.ca/
http://tra.alberta.ca/subscribe.html
http://tra.alberta.ca/tracs

