Fisheries Management Update - Prairies Area
November 2011

Update on Proposed Changes to the Buck Lake Walleye Regulations
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ary of the survey responses suggests there
ed public support for the use of a Special
Licence for Buck Lake. The majority of

responsible for man{aging the Buck Lake-‘ﬁshe?'y g __"éurve;cre pondents (56 per cent) agreed or

~ have suggested the use of a Special Walleye
~ Licence (tag) system as part of future fisheries
o "ﬁ'\anagement efforts. The tag system is a proven

restore a healthy, balanced fishery over time, by
establishing a better balance of size classes,

growth rates and maturity. Ongoing research and
data collected over the last six years clearly show

that the annual Walleye yield (harvest) resulting

from the current regulation of one Walleye over 43

cm is not sustainable. Fisheries biologists are
concerned about the future of the Walleye
population in Buck Lake.

fisheries management tool which would effectively

~ strongly agreed that the current regulation for

Walleye on Buck Lake of one Walleye over 43 cm
should be changed. An overwhelming number of
respondents (75 per cent) disagreed or strongly
disagreed that using a Special Walleye Licence
(tag) system for Walleye less than 43 cm would be
a socially acceptable solution. Respondents who
did not agree with the recommended proposal, i.e.,
a Special Walleye Licence, were also asked to
provide alternative solutions. The majority of
recommendations focused on either returning to
the previous Walleye regulation of one Walleye
over 50 cm, or on implementing a “slot” regulation
(a number of different size ranges were suggested).
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After careful review of the management strategies
proposed and consideration of the feedback
received, Sustainable Resource Development is
supportive of a return to the previous regulation of
one Walleye over 50 cm as an interim solution. This
regulation change would be implemented for the
2012-2013 angling season. As a short-term goal,
this regulation provides some harvest protection
for Walleye up to 50 cm. This regulation will not
result in a healthy, balanced Walleye population
over the longer term because it does not address
the preponderance of Walleye with “hockey-stick”
growth types in Buck Lake.

This interim solution provides additional time to
further evaluate management options and discuss
desired outcomes with stakeholders through
additional public consultation. We hope this
strategy will increase awareness and
understanding amongst the public and
stakeholders about the long-term benefits that can
be achieved through use of the Special Walleye
Licence (tag) System and the complex issues
-surrounding management of the sport fish
populations in Buck Lake. As part of the public
consultation process, Sustainable Resource
Development is also considering the development
of a Buck Lake Fisheries Advisory Committee. This
advisory committee, which would consist of
representatives of major stakeholder groups,
would work with Sustainable Resource
Development staff to prepare a Buck Lake
Fisheries Management Plan. This plan would
identify issues and potential solutions and would
be used to guide management of the Buck Lake
fishery over the long term.

For more information, please contact Sustainable
Resource Development’s Senior Fisheries Biologist
in Red Deer at 403-340-5142.

What is a slot size regulation?

A slot size regulation allows anglers to either
harvest a fish within a specified size range
(called a harvest slot), or a regulation which
protects a fish from harvest within a specified
size range (called a protected slot). This
regulation differs from the more commonly
used minimum size limit regulation, where all
fish under the specified size are protected.

A harvest slot limit allows an angler to retain a
fish between a specified lower and upper size,
i.e., a “slot”, and typically indicates how many
fish can be retained within that size range. For
example, the Walleye regulation at a particular
lake has a harvest slot limit of one fish 43 cm -
50 cm. This regulation would allow an angler to
retain one Walleye that measures between

43 and 50 cm. Any Walleye caught which are
smaller than 43 cm or larger than 50 cm must
be released.

A protected slot limit requires an angler to
release any fish between a specified lower and
upper size, i.e., the listed slot limit, and
typically indicates how many fish can be
retained on either side of the slot. For example,
the Northern Pike regulation at a particular lake
has a protected slot limit of 63 cm — 100 cm, of
which one fish may be under and one fish may
be over. This regulation would allow an angler
to retain one Northern Pike that measures less
than 63 cm and/or one Northern Pike that
measures greater than 100 cm. Any Northern
Pike caught that measures between 63 cm and
100 cm must be released.

Additional information, including the complete Buck Lake Walleye Management Fisheries Management

Update (July, 2011), may be found at:

Websites:

www.srd.alberta.ca/FishWildlife/FisheriesManagement/PrairiesAreaFisheriesManagement.aspx

The results of the research project on Walleye growth characteristics and Alberta’s Walleye regulations are available at:
http://repository. library.ualberta.ca/dspace/bitstream/10048/960/1/Spencer_Stephen_Spring+2010.pdf

Creel survey and index netting reports prepared by the Alberta Conservation Association are available by searching under Buck
Lake at: www.ab-conser vation.com/go/default/index.cfm /publications/ conservation-reports/report-series/ search/



