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PROFILE 

Capital:  Helsinki 

Population:  5.5 million (2016) 

Languages:  Finnish, Swedish 

Government:  Parliamentary republic 

Head of State:  President Sauli Niinistö (elected 
February 2012) 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister Juha 
Sipilä (appointed April 2015) 

Currency:  Euro, CAD $1.00 = €0.68, €1.00 = 
CAD $1.48 (October 2017) 

GDP:  USD $236.8 billion (2016) 

GDP (PPP):  236.6 billion current international 
dollars (2016) 

GDP per Capita (PPP):  43,053 current 
international dollars (2016) 

GDP Growth Rate:  1.39 per cent (2016) 

Inflation:  0.36 per cent (2016) 

Unemployment:  9.38 per cent (2016) 

Key Industry Sectors:  metals and metal 
products, electronics, machinery and scientific 
instruments, shipbuilding, pulp and paper, 
foodstuffs, chemicals, textiles, clothing. 

 
Sources: World Bank, Bank of Canada

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Finland is the most sparsely populated country 

in the European Union (EU) with only 16 

inhabitants per km². 

 There are 186,888 lakes (larger than 500m²) 

and 179,584 islands within the territory of 

Finland.  

 Finland and Canada share similar geography, 

climate and natural resources, especially 

forestry. The countries also share similar 

approaches to global issues, including 

promotion of security, democratic development 

and environmental protection.  

 A quarter of Finland’s territory lies within the 

Arctic Circle and the midnight sun can be 

experienced. At Finland’s most northern point, 

the sun does not set for 73 consecutive days 

during the summer, and does not rise for 51 

days in the winter.  

 Finland has significant timber, mineral (iron, 

chromium, copper, nickel) and freshwater 

resources.  

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 Finland was the only Nordic country to join the 

European Monetary Union at its initiation in 

1999, and has been a member of the 

European Union since 1995. 

 Finland joined the United Nations in 1955.  

 Finland was an early supporter of Canada’s 

initiative to establish the Arctic Council, an 

inter-governmental forum promoting 

cooperation, coordination and interaction 

among Arctic states.  

 Canadian Inuit groups have established 

regular exchanges with the indigenous Sámi 

people of Northern Finland and Scandinavia.  

 Signed in October 2016, the Canada EU 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA) was provisionally applied 

in September 2017. Under CETA, tariff 

elimination and other provisions will enhance 

the competitiveness of Canadian exports to 

Finland. 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Alberta’s domestic exports to Finland 

averaged CAD $19.68 million per year 

between 2012 and 2016, consisting mainly of 

plastic (CAD $10.6 million), machinery (CAD 

$1.9 million), beverages (CAD $1.8 million), 

and electrical machinery (CAD $1.4 million). 

The export figures do not include trade in 

services (e.g. tourism, architecture and 

engineering, or information technology 

services). 

 Between 2012 and 2016 Alberta’s direct 

imports from Finland averaged CAD $31.3 

million per year. Top imports included 

machinery (CAD $11.9 million), electrical 

 

This map is a generalized illustration only and is not intended to be used for reference purposes. The representation of political 
boundaries does not necessarily reflect the position of the Government of Alberta on international issues of recognition, sovereignty 

or jurisdiction. 



 

 

 

 

 

machinery (CAD $9.2 million), rubber (CAD 

$3.4 million) and optical, medical and other 

measuring instruments (CAD $2.0 million). 

This does not include goods sold in Alberta 

that arrived via distribution hubs in other 

provinces. 

 Trade is important to Finland, with exports 

accounting for over one-third of GDP in 

recent years. Top global exports from 

Finland in 2016 were forest industry products 

(21.9 per cent), electrical and electronic 

industry products (14.7 per cent), transport 

equipment (10.8 per cent) and mining and 

quarrying products (10.3 per cent). 

 In 2016, 62.2 per cent of Finnish exports 

were to EU28 countries. Overall, the top 

export destinations were Germany (USD 

$8.2 billion), Sweden (USD $6.2 billion), 

Russia (USD $6.1 billion) and China (USD 

$4.1 billion). 

 The stock of Finnish foreign direct 

investment in Canada amounted to CAD 

$828 million in 2016. Canadian direct 

investment in Finland stood at CAD $402 

million in the same year. 

ENERGY 

 Finland lacks domestic sources of fossil 

energy and must import substantial amounts 

of petroleum, natural gas, and other energy 

resources, including uranium for nuclear 

power. 

 Energy consumption per capita in Finland is 

the highest in European Union. Reasons for 

this include energy-intensive industry, a high 

standard of living, a cold climate and long 

distances. 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Information and Communications 

Technology (ICT): The Finnish economy is 

highly dependent on the high-tech sector. 

Despite a sparse population and small 

communications market, Finland provides 

communication and internet services that are 

inexpensive and high quality.  

 The number of software firms in Finland rose 

by 40 per cent from 2010-16. 

 Finnish mobile-phone company Nokia is one 

of the main reasons why Finland has been a 

leader in the ICT market. Nokia contributed 

to a quarter of Finnish growth from 1998 to 

2007 and made up 30 per cent of total R&D 

spending during this time. After losing 

significant market share with the release of 

Apple’s iPhone in 2007, Nokia’s mobile 

phone business was sold to Microsoft in 

2014. 

 A 2014 Eurostat study found that Finland had 

the highest take-up of cloud services in 

Europe.  

 Computer game development has also seen 

success in Finland; for example, Angry Birds 

was developed by Finnish company Rovio. 

 The government has been promoting Finland 

as a safe haven for data in Europe. The 

country was voted as the safest location in 

the EU and fourth safest in the world in the 

2016 Center Risk Index. The country’s cold 

climate is also attractive for reducing energy 

costs associated with data centers.  

 Microsoft announced in 2013 that a $250 

million data facility will be built in Finland.   

 The government partly funded a 1,100km 

submarine cable for superfast broadband 

from Helsinki to Rostock-Ribnitz in Germany. 

Competing countries in this sector include 

Iceland and Sweden.  

 

 Clean Energy: The Finland National 

Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) 

outlines the country’s target of a 38 per cent 

share of energy from renewables by 2020. 

An estimated 56TWh will be available in 

fuels dependent on forestry industry 

production (residual lyes and industrial wood 

waste).  

 Approximately one quarter of energy 

production comes from burning wood.  

 Peat has been the most popular source in 

Finland for new energy investments in 2005 - 

2015. There is approximately 9.3 million 

hectares of peat land, most of which is used 

for energy. Peat covers seven per cent of 

energy supply and 20 per cent of district 

heating. 

 The bio-energy sector (biomass and waste-

to-energy) is growing as Finland increasingly 

turns to bio-energy as a means of reaching 

their renewable energy production targets. 

Opportunities exist for Alberta companies in 

materials for production and biofuels as well 

as technology development. 

 Advanced Manufacturing and Materials: 

Finnish industries provide opportunities for 

Alberta technologies in instrumentation, 

SCADA, robotics, photonics, nanotechnology, 

sensors, test/scientific equipment, and 

coatings and other materials in a variety of 

verticals. 

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

 In 2016, Alberta agri-food exports to Finland 

totaled CAD $3.5 million. Top exports 

included prepared animal feed (CAD $1.7 

million) and whiskey (CAD $1.1 million).  

 Finland imported USD $1.87 billion (CAD 

$2.3 billion) in wood products in 2015, with 

Canada supplying USD $5.85 million (CAD 

$7.2 million). 

 Finland is the fifth largest importer of 

industrial roundwood in the world. 
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 The Finnish forest industry imports an 

average of ten million cubic meters of 

roundwood materials from the Baltic Sea 

region and is increasing shipments of lumber 

outside the European market.  

EDUCATION  

 From 2012-16, 36 citizens of Finland had 

international study permits come into effect 

for Alberta. 

 For the academic year of 2015/2016, 28 

citizens of Finland had international study 

permits for Alberta. 

 The University of Alberta (U of A) is a leader 

with its Canadian Institute for Nordic Studies 

and has various agreements with universities 

in Finland including the University of 

Jyväskylä and the University of Oulu. 

 The University of Calgary (U of C) is home to 

the Arctic Institute of North America and has 

student exchange agreements with the 

University of Helsinki and Aalto University 

 Concordia University of Edmonton has 

signed an MOU and exchange agreement 

with Seinäjoki University of Applied 

Sciences. 

 Mount Royal University has relationships 

with Turku University of Applied Sciences; 

Arcada Polytechnic in Helsinki; and Helsinki 

Metropolia University of Applied Sciences.  

 The Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) and 

Finland engaged in a three-year educational 

partnership that promoted activities, 

conferences and projects between five 

Alberta schools and seven Finnish schools. 

A formal Alberta-Finland exchange program 

has since evolved from this partnership.  

 Alberta Advanced Education supports the 

Campus Alberta Grant for International 

Learning (CAGFIL) program enabling post-

secondary institutions to develop study and 

research collaboration involving Finland.  

IMMIGRATION AND COMMUNITY 

 From 2012-16, 59 citizens of Finland became 

Permanent Residents of Canada, with 

Alberta as their intended destination. 

Approximately 53 per cent were economic 

immigrants, including principal applicants, 

spouses, and dependents. 

 In the same time frame, 28 citizens of 

Finland had Temporary Foreign Worker 

Program (TFWP) work permits come into 

effect for Alberta. 

 There are over 15,000 people of Finnish 

descent in Alberta. 

 Most Finnish people residing in Alberta 

arrived in the late 1940s and 1950s. This 

group consisted primarily of skilled workers 

and professionals who settled in urban 

centers. 

 In the early 1900s, Finnish farmers came 

from the United States to homestead in 

Sylvan Lake, Eckville, Radway, Hughenden 

and Stettler. 

 The Finnish Society of Edmonton, which was 

founded in 1953, organizes cultural, 

recreational and sporting events that 

contribute to conserving the Finnish culture 

and language for Canadians of Finnish 

descent. 

 Similarly, the Calgary Finlandia Cultural 

Association maintains and promotes the 

Finnish culture in Calgary through social and 

cultural activities. 

RECENT VISITS 

 November 2015: Ambassador Kaarlo Murto 

was in Alberta as part of a Nordic Baltic Joint 

Heads of Mission visit. 

 March 2012: Finland’s Minister of Economic 

Affairs led a delegation to Alberta. 

 September 2010: Alberta’s Advanced 

Education and Technology Minister led a 

mission to Finland. 

 February 2010: Mauri Pekkarinen, Finnish 

Minister of Economic Affairs visited Alberta. 

 January 2010: The Ambassador of the 

Republic of Finland to Canada, his 

Excellency Risto Ensio Piipponen, visited 

Alberta.  

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 His Excellency Vesa Lehtonen is Finland’s 

Ambassador to Canada. 

 Ms. Andrée Noëlle Cooligan is the Canadian 

Ambassador to Finland. 

 Mr. Theodore D. Bossé, Q.C. is the Honorary 

Consul for Finland in Edmonton. 

 Ms. Judith M. Romanchuk is the Honorary 

Consul for Finland in Calgary.  

 


