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As more people work in bear habitat, the
potential for human-bear interactions
increases. Preventing conflicts is a priority
of the Alberta BearSmart program. The
BearSmart program can reduce property
damage, human injuries, human
fatalities and bear mortalities. Education
is the key in minimizing human-bear
conflicts and lessening the impact of
human activities on ecosystems. Industrial
workers in bear habitat need to be aware
how careless human activities may lead to
conflicts with bears that can result in
injury to themselves or co-workers and the
death of a bear.
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Due to their ability to travel long distances and
their need for large spaces, bears can be seen
outside of
their typical
range.
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Grizzly bears have a pronounced shoulder hump.

Grizzly bears may have silver or light-tipped guard hairs
on their head, hump and back; black bears appear more
uniform in colour. Both species can range in colour
from blonde to black.

A grizzly bear’s ears are rounded and appear smaller
overall, while the black bear has more pointed and
noticeable ears.
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Black bear claws are relatively short (approximately
2.5 centimetres in length) and are usually black. Grizzly
bear claws are longer (approximately 7.5 to 10
centimetres in length) and may have a light-coloured
strip along the top of the claw.

Black and grizzly bear tracks differ significantly, but
may be indistinguishable in mud or snow.

front toes form an obvious arc

no shoulder hump

prominent
ears

straight
profile

short
dark
claws



6

With grizzly bears, the tips of the front claws usually
leave imprints 5-to-8 centimetres in front of the toe
pads, and the toes are arranged in a nearly straight
line. In black bear tracks, claw imprints are often
not visible or are much closer to the toe pads, and
the front toes form a noticeable arc.
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Bear signs include tracks, scat,
rolled logs and rocks, torn stumps,
diggings, and rubbed, chewed, or
claw-marked trees.

Bears can consume up to 25,000
calories/day. Bears are continuously
driven to locate new food sources.

Bears have an acute sense of smell,
and they rely heavily on that sense
to find food and other animals.

Bears are omnivores, eating both
plant and animal food. They are
opportunistic feeders that will eat
almost anything – from toothpaste
to ground squirrels. They will
scavenge and seek out all potential
food sources.

Bears are often interested in
petroleum-based products, such
as fuel, oil, and jerry cans.
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Bears are intelligent. They can learn to gain entrance to
containers, vehicles and buildings that smell attractive
to them, and they remember these skills.

Bears are naturally wary of people and are reluctant to
come close to people and human environments.
However, a bear that has learned to associate food with
people will actively search for food or garbage in areas
frequented by people.

Each bear has a unique personality, and their reactions
to humans are not predictable. All bears have a
“personal space” and feel scared or threatened when
this space is invaded.
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Bears may lose their fear of people if they have repeated
contact with humans with no related negative
experiences. This is referred to as human habituation.

Human-bear conflicts occur when a bear learns to
associate people with food. This level of habituation is
called human-food conditioning. A food-conditioned
animal actively searches for food in areas frequented by
people.

If a bear has no negative experiences associated with
foraging for non-natural sources of food, this behaviour
may be repeated continuously as long as the animal
receives the positive reward of food. Bears may defend a
food source aggressively.

The majority of human-bear conflicts involve an
animal that is both human-habituated and human-
food-conditioned.
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Bears that become human-habituated or food-
conditioned may become a threat to human safety and
may have to be relocated or euthanized. Preventing
bears from becoming habituated or food-conditioned is
everyone’s responsibility. Industrial workers in bear
habitat have the opportunity to be part of the solution.

To avoid causing habituation:

• Set boundaries for bears; for example, do not let a
bear encroach within 400 metres of a camp or
facility.

• Even if there is no immediate threat, do not let the
bear feel comfortable around humans or human-
use areas.

• Use negative experiences or devices to chase the
bear away, such as bear bangers or an air horn.

• Ensure the bear cannot access human-food
sources. Secure all food and garbage in bear
resistant containers or buildings.

• Never feed wildlife.
• Do not remain in close proximity to a bear to watch

or photograph it. Doing so increases the likelihood
that the bear will become habituated to humans.
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Do not leave food, garbage, petroleum products or other
attractants in your vehicle or tent.

Store attractants, such as food, petroleum products and
jerry cans, in secure buildings.

Ensure garbage is secured in bear resistant containers.

Establish a bear reporting system for all workers to
ensure they are aware of bears on or near your work site.
Ensure all employees are aware of and follow response
plans.

Ensure deterrent devices, such as air horns, bear spray,
electric fences, etc., are in good working order.
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Plan field activities and ensure someone knows where
you are.

Have communication, cell phone, radio, etc. switched to
“on.”

Have a defensive device, such as bear spray and air
horns, accessible.

Watch for bear signs, such as tracks, scat, diggings, and
cached food (large animal carcass covered by leaves,
grass or dirt). Be alert. Be prepared to encounter a bear.

Make noise and always be aware of your surroundings.

Minimize attractants. Seal food or garbage in airtight
containers.
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Prepare to use your bear spray or air horn (for proper
use, visit www.bearsmart.alberta.ca).

Stay calm and size up the situation. Back away slowly,
talk softly and don’t look a bear directly in the eye. In an
encounter with a non-charging bear or a bear with
cubs, you should appear passive. Do not raise your voice.

Never run. You can not outrun a bear, and running may
excite the bear and trigger an attack.

If your vehicle is nearby, get in as quickly as possible.

If there are cubs in the area, move away from the area
immediately.

Make every effort to leave the bear an escape route.

Climbing a tree is an option but offers no guarantee of
safety. Black bears are excellent climbers, and grizzlies
have also been known to climb trees.




