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In the spring of 2010, I enquired 
about volunteering for the summer 
in a park. I called Brad Marshall 
at Alberta Parks, expecting to 
get a campground host job, 
helping out wherever needed in 
the campground. But when Brad 
found out that I was an avid birder, 
he offered me the placement 
at the Boreal Centre for Bird 
Conservation. I love birds and this 
seemed like the perfect fit for me. 
I spent February, March and April 
anxiously waiting to begin.

In May, I arrived at the Boreal 
Centre and met the staff. You 
could not ask for a better group 
of people to work with. Everyone 
is very friendly and made me feel 
very welcome.

Since my arrival I have done 
many interesting things. I spent 
many days greeting the visitors 
at the centre and answering their 
questions about birds and other 

animals. I really enjoyed talking to 
all the different people about the 
birds they have seen or would like 
to see.

I was given some very unexpected 
tasks as well. One day I was asked 
to make an ovenbird decoy, to 
lure ovenbirds for a person who 
was doing research on them. I 
am not much of an artist but to 
my surprise, the ovenbird decoy 
turned out fairly well and next 

I was asked to make a squirrel 
for a theatre presentation at the 
amphitheatre in the campground. 
Then I spent a few days peeling 
bark off of small trees to be used 
as tipi poles.

For several days I helped with 
some school groups that visited 
the centre. I taught the students 
how to identify a few birds by 
sound and then took them into the 
forest to learn the names of some 
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plants. One of the objectives of 
the centre is to inspire children’s 
interest in nature.

One day I taught a nature 
photography course. The students 
learned to photograph birds in the 
air and butterflies on the beach, 
as well as macro photography of 
insects and many other nature 
photography topics. I used some 
toy birds, frogs, rabbits, snakes 
and insects as models for the 
lessons. The course went very well 
and the students were pleased 
with it.

Starting in August, I was the leader 
of the “Bug Safari”, taking groups 
of people into the forest to search 
for insects and to learn a bit about 
them. This program runs every 
Sunday morning during summer. 
I really enjoyed doing this. One 

person found a splendid dwarf 
spider which is a very tiny spider 
that is half black and half red. I 
found a couple of ribbed pine 
borers which is a type of tree-
boring beetle. From about mid-
July to mid-August the police car 
moths were in abundance. This is 
a pretty, diurnal moth that most 
people mistake for a butterfly. 
They only live for about one 
month. They are called the police 
car moth because they are black 
and white like most police cars 

were at one time. I talked about 
insects in general and a few in 
particular including the mountain 
pine beetle which is causing 
extensive damage to the pine trees 
in British Columbia and has now 
spread to Alberta. I also showed 
people an aphid farm. This 
occurs on a plant where a group 
of ants care for aphids much 
like shepherds looking after their 
sheep. Normally the aphids eat the 
plant, and other insects, such as 
lady beetles, eat the aphids. But 
since the aphids produce sweet 
nectar that the ants love to eat, 
the ants protect the aphids from 
predators in return for this nectar. 
It is a very interesting relationship.

I saw six new birds during my 
time here, bringing my total to 
310. The most unexpected was 
a couple of surf scoters that flew 
past the centre one day. Surf 
scoters do not live in Lesser Slave 
Lake Provincial Park but they pass 
through on migration. Scoters are 
ocean birds that breed in fresh-
water lakes north of the boreal 
forest. In mid August they are on 
their way back to the coast.
 
The centre often has many 
interesting lectures and I attended 
several. The topics cover all types 
of nature items such as songbird 
migration, invasive plants, bats 
and owls. I am always looking to 
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increase my knowledge of nature. 
The program about bats was very 
interesting and I was able to get 
some good photos of a captive 
bat that the presenter brought for 
display. Later, we took a walk in 
the forest to look for bats using a 
detector that enabled us to “hear” 
their sounds which are normally 
out-of-range of the human 
ear. I am looking forward to an 
upcoming program on owls.

I made a few trips to the banding 
lab where birds are captured in 
mist nets and banded. When 

banded birds are recaptured, 
we learn information about their 
migration routes and longevity.
 
Volunteering at the Boreal Centre 
was a great way to spend the 

summer. I spent my spare time 
hiking in the boreal forest and 
looking for birds and other critters 
to photograph. The work was fun 
and the staff were very enjoyable 
to work with. If you like camping 
and being in the great outdoors, 
I would highly recommend doing 
some volunteer work for Alberta 
Parks.

Board Leadership Conference 
2011—”Making Time Count”

Saturday, March 19, 2011
8:00am–4:15pm
Grant MacEwan University, 
Edmonton

This day-long program of 
engaging and informative 
workshops is designed for board 
members of voluntary/nonprofit 
organizations. It will provide 
a variety of sessions for both 
beginner and experienced board 
members, addressing not-for-
profit board fundamentals and 
new trends. Registration Fee is 
$75.00.

Grant Writing Workshop

Saturday, April 30, 2011
8:30am–4:00pm
Grant MacEwan University, 
Edmonton

Writing funding proposals is a 
key element in the overall fund 

development plans for most 
organizations. In this workshop 
you will explore the world of 
writing to prospective funders 
requesting their support. You will 
learn how to prepare yourself 
and your organization to make 
this targeted appeal for support, 
about the world of funders and 
how to determine if your project 
fits within the funding interests of 
the prospective funder and within 
your organization. Increase your 
chances for success by improving 
your understanding of how to 
prepare well focused proposals. 
Registration fee is $60.00.

For more information on the Board 
Leadership Conference or the 
Grant Writing Workshop, call or 
click:
Website: www.rcvo.org/events_
files/events.html
Email: rcvo@macewan.ca
Phone: 780–497–5616 
Toll-free long distance within 
Alberta: 1–877–897–5616

Basic Facilitation Skills for 
Not-For-Profit & Government 
Organizations

May 10, 11 and 12, 2011
Stony Plain, Alberta. 
Please phone (780) 963–2281 for 
further information and to register.

Please note: This workshop 
is strictly for not-for-profit 
and government organization 
representatives and is not for 
individuals who provide or 
intend to provide fee for service 
facilitation, training, and/or 
consultation. To register for this 
workshop you will need to identify 
the not-for-profit/government 
organization you represent 
including obtaining a signature 
from the current designated 
signing authority of the same (e.g. 
Chairperson, Treasurer, Manager, 
or Supervisor).

Little brown bat
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Edmonton Newcomers Enjoy Parks Day Celebration
Dorina Franca Germinario, Program Coordinator, Mentorship Services

Edmonton Immigrant Services 
Association (EISA) assists new 
immigrants with settling and 
integrating into Canadian society. 
As a Program Coordinator my 
role is to facilitate the settlement 
process by engaging newcomers 
in various activities. This helps 
them build relationships, links 
them to needed services and 

resources available in the 
community and it introduces them 
to Canadian life and culture.

In 2009, I was invited to participate 
in the Cooking Lake-Blackfoot 
Parks Day celebration as a face 
painter. Although the turnout 
was limited, the hosts, Len and 
Jane Den Braber enthusiastically 
connected with visitors and made 
the event fun and family friendly. 
So much so that this year, I made 
an extra effort to include the Parks 
Day celebration as a field trip for 

EISA newcomers. Cooking Lake-
Blackfoot Provincial Recreation 
Area is a picturesque example of 
Canadian wilderness. The horse 
drawn wagons and friendly drivers 
who gave an oral history of the 
area showed the newcomers a 
part of Canadian history. The 
inclusion of food was an extra 
bonus for the many newcomer 

families on tight economic budgets 
and another way of bringing 
people together socially.

After reconnecting with the hosts, 
I learned that for many reasons, 
the food and horse wagon rides 
were not going to be included 
in this year’s activities. However 
through telephone negotiations 
and collaboration between the 
hosts and myself, we set a plan 
in motion. I organized a bus of 48 
newcomers to attend and the food 
and horse wagon rides were put 

in place for them. I added an extra 
event to the program by providing 
my face painting services for all 
who attended. With the help of 
some fun-loving EISA volunteers, 
the enthusiastic park hosts and 
horse wagon drivers, (along with 
a blessed sunshiny day) the 
newcomers had a fabulous time. 
Some people built a fire, children 
decorated themselves with animal 
paintings, people from various 
parts of the world sat socializing 
together...and throughout the 
day, Len and Jane engaged 
with people to make them feel 
welcome. Even our kind bus driver 
who dedicated her Saturday to 
us, joined in and soaked up some 
sunshine. The day ended with 
Jane giving the entire group a tour 
of the Interpretive Centre. 

It was extremely heart warming 
to see so many newcomers, 
who could have been at home in 
isolation due to lack of family or a 
social network in Canada. Instead 
Parks Day, a truly Canadian 
experience, became the vehicle for 
these new immigrants to socialize 
and share with one another, have 
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fun, and make friends. 

Thank you to Len and Jane Den 
Braber, and to Dick Laurin’s horse 
wagon rides for helping to make 
the day so enjoyable. EISA will 
most definitely be returning for 
Parks Day in 2011.

We are always looking for 
great articles and photos for 
the Partners in Preservation 
newsletter.  To streamline our 
administration, please follow these 
guidelines.

•	 Articles should be no longer 
than 500 words, and include 
title and author. 

•	 If including a photograph, 
please provide a brief 
description of the image, 
including names, activities, 
location and photographer by 
full name.  We prefer having 
the original photo or slide, and 
will return them to you if you 
provide a return address.  

Here are the requirements if you 
are submitting in digital format:

•	 Do not send photos as a GIF  
or in PowerPoint, MS Word, 
PDF, etc.

•	 Send photos as a TIF or a JPG.

•	 Ensure all slides/photos are 
scanned at least 300 dpi 
resolution.

•	 If scanning a slide, please 
enlarge by at least 500%. 

Note: The Editor retains the right 
to edit or refuse submissions 
(article or photo). 

Articles and photos can be 
submitted to  
parks.volunteer@gov.ab.ca or 
mailed to:

Partners in Preservation
Alberta Tourism, Parks and 
Recreation
Parks Division
2nd Floor, Oxbridge Place  
9820–106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 2J6 

Calling All Submissions!
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back on the road. As with any park 
we have a fair number of medical 
and public safety situations and 
we truly appreciate the assistance 
Bev has provided. 

On top of all this were the usual 
tasks like campground surveys, 
missing person assistance, 
Parks Day support, help 
with the Muscular Dystrophy 
walk, distribution of program 
information, cutting and serving 
the cake at the Canada Day 
celebrations, rescuing lost dogs, 
Fun Run security, changing tires, 
solving wasp problems and more. 
Campers do present some unique 
challenges and campground 
hosts really provide an invaluable 
service to all of our guests and to 
our parks. We appreciate them all 
and look forward to welcoming 
Doug and Bev Pickell back in 
June, wishing them another great 
summer with minimal snow, lots of 
sunshine and more good stories.

Campground Hosts
Paul Avery, Conservation Officer

It is with great anticipation each 
summer that we welcome the 
arrival of our campground hosts. 
Doug and Bev Pickell from 
Lethbridge have been hosting 
at Cypress Hills Interprovincial 
Park for 6 summers. Each season 
brings plenty of new stories along 
with an unpredictable mix of 
weather as they eagerly lend a 
helping hand to the campers of 
Firerock Campground. 

This past summer I recall Doug 
being called to action sometime 
after midnight as one of the 
nearby campers was about to 
lose his tent to a windstorm on 
the Firerock plains. Despite the 
tent’s poor design for the outdoors 
Doug was able to assist in getting 
everyone back to bed before 
the night ended. Then there was 
the lady whose car keys were 
swiped by a gopher and quickly 
hauled out of sight down one of 
the hundred or so gopher holes. 

Despite Doug’s best efforts with 
several mechanical devices neither 
gopher nor keys were ever seen 
again. Whenever a kid fails to 
negotiate the hairpin curves within 
the Firerock speedway Bev is 
quickly on the scene to apply any 
bandages or help get the bike 

2011 Host Campout

The 2011 Host Campout is 
scheduled for April 29–May 1.

Fore more information, contact 
Brad Marshall at  
brad.marshall@gov.ab.ca  
or at (780) 427–9017.

Campground hosts Doug and Bev Pickell

2011 Alberta Parks  
Volunteer Conference

September 23–25
William Watson Lodge
Peter Lougheed Provincial Park, 
Kananaskis Country 

Mark Your Calendars
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West Castle Wetlands Ecological Reserve
Heidi Eijgel, Heritage Appreciation Specialist

For the forth year in a row, on 
July 28th, dedicated volunteers 
hiked into West Castle Wetland 
Ecological Reserve to continue 
the fight against invasive alien 
species. The West Castle Wetland 
is an amazing ecosystem which 
is home to rare amphibians, our 
provincial fish the bull trout, rare 
plants like the white bog orchid 
and willow shrub communities 
not found anywhere else in SW 
Alberta. It is the part time home to 
grizzly bears, lynx, bobcat, moose 
and incredible array of breeding 
and migrating birds. This rich 
biologically diverse ecosystem is 
also a critical part of everyone’s 
water source. Thirty percent of all 

the flowing water in the Oldman 
watershed (some 28,000 square 
km) comes from just 4 percent of 
the land base, of which the West 
Castle Wetlands is a small but 
important part. All communities 
downstream, from Beaver Mines 
all the way to Medicine Hat, 

benefit from a healthy ecological 
system, if only to ensure a safe 
and healthy water supply in the 
future.

This past July, the Castle 
Community Association, Castle 
Crown Wilderness Coalition, 
Katimavic, Nature Conservancy, 
Alberta Parks, Parks Canada, 
The Municipal District of Pincher 
Creek and community volunteers 
all worked together to reduce 
oxeye daisy, toadflax, blueweed 
and Canada Thistle. These are 
all serious invasive plants that 
threaten the ecological integrity 
of the fragile and unique plant 
communities in the ecological 

reserve. Hand picking and bagging 
invasive species that are about 
to go to seed is an effective way 
of preventing infestations from 
spreading in sensitive landscapes. 
Hand pulling and bagging weeds 
is also very labour intensive. 

In many ways, working together 
towards a common goal for the 
good of all our communities is 
a healthy stewardship activity 
that many people enjoy. Invasive 
alien species reduce the health 
of the landscape by destroying 
native plants that wildlife needs 
to survive. While doing good in 
your local ecological reserve, you 
are also getting a rare personal 
interaction with an amazing 
landscape.

Carolyn Aspeslet, Executive 
Director of the Castle Crown 
Wilderness Coalition says “Events 
such as the weed pull at the 
West Castle Wetlands Ecological 
Reserve help the Castle-Crown 
Wilderness Coalition to engage 
volunteers and possible new 
stewards to the importance of 
protection and health of our 
ecosystems. This also gives us a 
chance to work and get to know 
other agencies and people who 
share our belief and work in the 
battle against invasive species.”

The West Castle Wetland 
Ecological Reserve was 
established in 2001, and 
encompasses 160 acres of rare 
wetland plants and wildlife. 
Diligent stewardship by volunteers 
has contributed towards 
protecting the biological diversity 
of this fragile landscape. Mark July 
28th in your 2011 calendar for the 
next gathering!

Weed pull participants 2010
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Volunteer Award Recipients September 2010
The Volunteer Conference was 
hosted last year in Sherwood Park 
on September 10, 11 & 12th.

It was a great opportunity to 
highlight some of the outstanding 
volunteer efforts that support of 
our ministry’s goals. We applaud 
our community partners for their 
time, talent and enthusiasm; and 
enriching the parks program and 
inspiring us all. 

The Volunteer Conference is a 
signature annual event within 
parks. It brings together individuals 
and organizations from across 
the province, to celebrate the 
many successes of the Volunteer 
Program, raise the profile of local 
parks and provides an opportunity 
to share ideas and network with 
other like-minded people. It takes 
a considerable effort and a great 
deal of teamwork to organize and 
host all aspects of this event. 
Thank you to the many volunteers, 
partners and staff who worked so 
well together to make this year’s 
event memorable. Your effort and 
dedication truly demonstrates the 
high value we place in having the 
community work hand-in-hand 
with us, to serve our beautiful 
province.

HOST HOSPITALITY AWARD 

Michael, Rebecca, Susan and William 
Walsh

HOST HOSPITALITY AWARD

Len and Jane Den Braber

STEWARD SERVICE EXCELLENCE 
AWARD

Sylvia Glass and Gail Hughes, on behalf of 
the J.J. Collett Natural Area Foundation

STEWARDSHIP CHAMPION AWARD

June Markwart

OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL 
STEWARD AWARD 

Robert Faulds

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP AWARD 

Magi Scallion
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Volunteer Conference—September 2010

“For a first time to attend a conference 
it was more than what I expected. It was 
educational, informative and enjoyable. 
A well organized event. Thank you very 
much.”

“Interesting, informative, fun - well done.”

“I always learn something when I 
attend these conferences. The beaver 
presentation was excellent.”

“The Beaver Hills Initiative is a tremendous 
example of cooperation, long range 
forward planning and coordination in 
developing a viable use of land with mutual 
acceptance of all stakeholders.“

“Information on Beaver Hills Initiative 
a revelation as a long term resident of 
Strathcona County I found out more of  
this region than I had known for the past 
50 years.”

“Thought I knew Elk Island and Strathcona, 
but found it interesting how it all worked.”

“This is a critical networking and education 
opportunity for volunteers. It needs to 
continue to be a high priority in your 
budget process.”

Comments From Conference 
Attendees
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The Winged Catch
Don Spencer, Conservation Officer

Our Parks and Protected Areas 
have some amazing sights and 
sounds and from time to time our 
work in the parks presents us 
with the opportunity to do some 
amazing rescues. These rescues 
don’t always include humans, but 
also our furry and feathery friends 
that frequent or reside within these 
locations. On July 10, 2010 one of 
those opportunities presented itself 
to me and the team of park staff at 
Carson Pegasus Provincial Park.

A typical busy summer weekend 
was about to become anything 
but typical. The day was warm. 
Campers and day users had 
swarmed the popular park just 
2 hours north of Edmonton. The 
seawall was its normal hustle 
and bustle with copious numbers 
of fishermen trying to catch the 
Moby Dick of the trout world. The 
lake itself was littered with boats 
of all sizes floating up and down 
the lake enjoying the sun and the 
calm waters. I had been down 
the seawall earlier in the day and 
encountered no problems so the 
next step was to continue with 
enforcement compliance on the 
water. So I elected to initiate a 
boat patrol.

I lowered the boat and prepared 
it for the day’s voyage. My 
campground host volunteered to 
come out and be a second set of 
eyes and ears for me. We started 
out to the east side of the lake, 
to work our way to the northwest 
end of the lake conducting random 
checks. The first boat we checked 

we sent back to shore, as the 
safety gear was rather lacking and 
then we headed off to the next 
one, unaware of the adventure that 
was ahead of us. Several more 
compliance checks were done and 
we were almost half way across to 
the northwest end when I received 
a call.

I looked at the number; it was 
not one I was familiar with, but 
answered in case it was an 
emergency. It was one of our 
contractors’ employees with a call 
that I don’t imagine I will ever get 
again in my career. “Don, someone 
caught an osprey”. I replied with a 
rather long pause and the words 
“….AN OSPREY?” Following these 
words there was another long 
pause and my jaw dropped to the 
floor. Dean reassured me it was an 
osprey and that it was no joke. 

As I hung up the phone another 
call came in from my contractor 
about the same situation. Bob 
explained where they were on the 
seawall and that they would try 
and make the area safe for the 
exhausted bird. The rescue area 

just happened to be right across 
from where we were on the lake 
so our arrival time was going to be 
quick.

As we got closer I could see Bob 
and a crowd surrounding this 
figure just on the edge of the wall. 
My arrival at the wall was just in 
time to see Bob throw his shirt 
over the frightened bird to enable 
me to get right up to the wall with 
the boat without further frightening 
our feathered friend. With one 
quick leap to shore, the rodeo 
began.

I was able to grab the tired young 
bird, fold its wings up and cradle 
it under my arm to gain control. 
The talons were longer than my 
fingers so extreme caution was 
needed. I grabbed a hold of the 
legs and “hog-tied” them in hopes 
that the bird would not be able to 
sink its fish catchers into mine or 
Bob’s hands, arms or any other 
place they didn’t belong. While 
I controlled the bird, Bob was 
able to untangle the fishing line 
that remained on its legs but not 
without incident.

Without any warning the talons 
extended and clamped down on 
the helping hands. The look on 
Bob’s face was one of extreme 
shock and panic. One of the 
talons had sunk completely into 
the glove and at that moment 
we were unsure if anything else 
had been pierced. You could see 
the concern in Bob’s eyes but 
he assured me that the bird had 

Osprey tangled in fishing line
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just grazed his finger and had 
pierced the glove only. If you have 
never witnessed the pure power 
in the talons a bird of prey, let 
me assure you it is nothing short 
of spectacular. This bird had a 
complete death grip on the glove. 

Bob took a moment to breathe 
a sigh of relief and to count his 
blessings that his fingers remained 
intact. The worst damage was to 
the glove that now had a rather 
large hole in it. The line was off 
the legs but it was still wrapped 
somehow around one wing and 

once around the neck, so the 
tangle was not over. Knowing 
what could potentially be coming, 
we had to be extra calm and 
methodical in our actions.

I slowly brought Bob’s shirt up 
towards the osprey’s head, just 
enough to expose the wing and 
the neck. One wrap of fish-line 
was all that was around the neck 
and that was the easy piece to 
get off. All that was left was the 
piece wrapped around the wing. 

My body was controlling the wing, 
so this was making it a bit of a 
problem in getting the line off. 
As I pulled our feathered friend 
away from my body Bob was able 
to raise the wing just enough to 
unwrap the line from under it.

Finally, the osprey was free but 
we still had to set it down without 
upsetting it or spooking it off the 
wall. Bob pulled his shirt from over 
its head and dropped it to the 
ground but it did not drop to the 
ground as there was a death grip 
on the shirt as well. 

Some feel that animals have no 
sense of when they are being 
helped. This was the moment I 
became a firm believer that this 
belief can’t be true. The young bird 
looked up at me as if it was going 
to peck, but I could see in its eyes 
that it had no intention of doing 
such a thing. I had the distinct 
feeling come over me that the bird 
knew what we were trying to do 
and that we were only helping. 
I can only say it was an elated 
feeling.

Slowly I took my left hand and 
covered the birds face to make the 
trip to the ground safer for me and 
my new friend. I put its feet on the 
ground and slowly released the 
wings and head from my grip. The 
bird shook its head as I backed off. 

The next 15 minutes seemed to go 
on forever. The crowd stood back 
in a horseshoe from the osprey as 
it stood there with awe-inspiring 
majesty. It watched us very intently 
but with no aggression in its eyes 
or demeanour. The wings were 
half spread while it dried out 
and regained its strength. About 

8 minutes into the recovery the 
osprey turned toward the water 
and flexed its wings, just testing 
them out and seeing what it had 
for strength. It turned back to its 
captive audience as if to say “I am 
not ready, just give me a minute”. 
As time went on the death grip on 
Bob’s newly air-conditioned shirt 
was released. 

Approximately 5 minutes later, the 
osprey turned toward the water, 
gave a couple pumps of the wings, 
turned it head to say goodbye and 
in one powerful beat of its wings, it 

was up over the water. You could 
hear a pin drop as everyone on 
the wall held their breath in hopes 
the bird was going to keep going. 
Higher and higher the bird rose 
up in the air across the lake. The 
crowd released a big sigh and 
applause broke the silence.

The experience is something 
that anyone who watched or got 
involved, will never forget. It will 
be one of many highlights in my 
career; assisting such a popular 
and majestic resident of Carson-
Pegasus Provincial Park in its time 
of need.

Special thanks to Bob Clossen 
and his crew for their help and to 
Mark Vanderkley for the photos.

The rescue

Free at last
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We want to know what you 
think! Albertans have told us 
they want more involvement in 
decisions about their parks and 
in the delivery of park programs, 
understanding your expectations 
and ideas is critical in helping us 
to better manage our parks.

Check out www.albertaparks.ca/
consult for a list of consultations 
and notifications currently “on the 
go”. This will enable you to provide 

input and get information on a 
wide range of topics, including 
park management plans, boundary 
amendments and facility plans. 
If you would like to be informed 
when future opportunities for 
public comment are announced, 
please subscribe to Parknews at: 
http://www.industrymailout.com/
Industry/Subscribe.aspx?m=26267

We encourage you and all 
Albertans to take an active role 

We Want to Know What You Think
in planning the future of Alberta 
Parks. Remember—your opinion 
matters!

Links
Feedback.AlbertaParks.ca
tpr.alberta.ca/parks/consult/

Vitalize 2011 — ”Shifting Gears 
and Changing Lanes”

June 14 & 15, 2011
SHAW Conference Centre, 
Edmonton

The Vitalize Provincial Voluntary 
Sector Conference has made 
a few changes for 2011, but 
still offers the same top notch 
educational and motivational 
sessions to meet the needs 
of Alberta’s voluntary sector. 
Vitalize is a one-of-a-kind 
conference offering unique 
professional development and 
training opportunities for those 
who support Alberta’s quality 
of life, from social services to 
environment to culture.

For $185.00, attendees will be 
inspired by leading keynote 
speakers, stay connected at the 
Cyber Café, and choose from a 
wide variety of sessions designed 
to make a meaningful contribution 
to their efforts.

For more information, call or click:

Website: www.culture.alberta.ca/
voluntarysector/vitalize/

Email: vitalize@gov.ab.ca

Phone: 780–422–2247 (dial  
310–0000 for toll-free access 
within Alberta)


