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On June 12, 2002, the 11th annual
Emerald Awards honoured the
Wagner Natural Area Society
(WNAS) with the Community Group
Award. President Irl Miller was there
to accept on behalf of the society.

The Emerald Awards are given out
by the Alberta Foundation for
Environmental Excellence, founded
in the fall of 1991, to recognize the
outstanding initiative and leadership
of Albertans in the face of the many
environmental challenges of the
1990’s.

The Wagner Natural Area Society
has accumulated many years of
knowledge and experience with the
challenges of environmental
stewardship. It was formed in
November of 1982, with

representatives of six organizations:
the Edmonton Natural History Club,
the Edmonton Bird Club, the
Federation of Alberta Naturalists, the
Friends of the Devonian Botanic
Garden, the Alberta Wildlife
Foundation and the Parkland Rural
Residents Association. The following
year, in 1983, the WNAS officially
became the natural area’s steward
under the Alberta government’s
Volunteer Steward Program.

Just east of Spruce Grove and south
of Hwy 16, the Wagner Natural Area
covers just over a half-section of
land. Often referred to as Wagner
Bog the area is named for the
original farm owner William (Bill)
Wagner.

Among its many unique features, the
area is recognized for 16 species of
wild orchids and a diversity of
mosses, flowering plants, and insect
life that intrigues research scientists,
as well as the general public, school,
and community groups.
An easy stroll along the Marl Pond
Trail, among patterned sedge fens
and hummocks of spruce and
tamarack, leads you to the amber-
coloured ponds, created by calcium
rich springs.

In 1991, the society worked together
with Alberta Transportation in a
project critical to the natural
ecosystem of Wagner. The original
alignment of a highway overpass
threatened Morgan Creek and the
habitat where a number of wild
orchids exist.  

Wagner Natural Area Society Receives Emerald Award
condensed from original article by Beth Jenkins in the Grove Examiner - June 28, 2002

continued on page 4 ...
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(L to R) Irl Miller, Pat Clayton, Beth Jenkins 
Photo by Pat Miller
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Your Volunteer 
Co-ordinating Committee

Chairperson:
Brad Marshall, Visitor Services Branch
(780) 427-9017
Brad.Marshall@gov.ab.ca

Co-Chairperson:
Murray Ingstrup, Red Deer Area
(780) 922-3293
Murray.Ingstrup@gov.ab.ca

PPA Management Liaison:
Ted Ritzer, Visitor Services Branch
(780) 427-8556
Ted.Ritzer@gov.ab.ca

Volunteer Steward Co-ordinator:
Sandra Myers, Visitor Services Branch
(780) 427-1742
Sandra.Myers@gov.ab.ca

Area Representatives:
Medicine Hat, Lethbridge & Brooks

Rosemary Jones, (403) 528-5211
Rosemary.Jones@gov.ab.ca

Canmore & Calgary
Don Cockerton, (403) 297-5969
Don.Cockerton@gov.ab.ca

Stony Plain
Jeanette Brooks, (780) 865-8395
Jeanette.Brooks@gov.ab.ca

Stuart Polege, (780) 723-8534 [alt]
Stuart.Polege@gov.ab.ca

Slave Lake & Grande Prairie
Andrea Barnes, (780) 766-2636
Andrea.Barnes@gov.ab.ca

Clara Wakeford, (780) 524-3362 [alt]
Clara.Wakeford@gov.ab.ca

To call any Alberta government agency
toll-free from anywhere in Alberta, dial
310-0000, then the number, or hold the
line for operator assistance.

Few people seem to know it’s there.
Those who do, think it’s in St. Albert
but the Riverlot 56 Natural Area is
one of Sturgeon County’s 
hidden jewels.

Located just north of the county’s
boundary with the City of St. Albert,
along Poundmaker Road, the area
offers many kilometres of hiking
trails through aspen forests and
fields down to
the Sturgeon
River.

Birds and
animals like
hawks, owls,
moose,
coyotes,
porcupines,
snowshoe
hare and deer
can be seen in
the natural
area.

"It’s invaluable," said John Woitenko
of the Riverlot 56 Natural Area
Society. "It is an island of natural
diversity close to two large
metropolitan areas. Coming here is a
very unique experience."

Woitenko played the master of
ceremonies at the recent ribbon
cutting ceremonies to officially
unveil the 16 new interpretive signs
that have been put up around the
trails east of Sturgeon Road.

The signs are designed to be read by
Grade 4 students and are the proper
height for them. On the signs is
information on the plants and animals
of the area. Compass dials on top of
posts point out plants in the area, that
those reading the sign can see for
themselves what is being described. 

Some signs also contain questions
for people to ponder as they walk the
trails. The answers are provided on
other signs.

The Assistant Deputy Minister for
Parks and Protected Areas of Alberta
Community Development, John
Kristensen, along with Sturgeon
County Councillor Graeme MacKay,
cut the ribbon and said that having

protected
areas so
close to
centres of
population is
very
important.

"Theses
areas are
critical so
people can
go to them

in the
evenings for a couple of hours to get
a regular and frequent taste of the
outdoors," Kristensen said.

The importance of the area isn’t lost
on those who frequent it. 

Woitenko recounted the story of
coming out one evening to do some
work on the area and found a man
dressed in a suit and dress shoes
walking the trails. He told Woitenko
that he comes to Riverlot 56 as much
as he can after work and just loves
the area. 

He also said that he is just about to
retire and would like to get involved
with the group who takes care of it.

"Every time I come here I see
something new," Woitenko said the
man in the suit excitedly told him.

Riverlot 56 a Hidden Jewel in Sturgeon County
article by Gordon Cameron - Reprinted with permission from the Morinville Mirror

(L to R) Emma Schaefer, John Kristensen, 
Graeme MacKay, David Schaefer

For more information on the volunteer program or to view past issues of this newsletter, visit: www.cd.gov.ab.ca/parks/volunteer.
You can also access our web site by visiting www.cd.gov.ab.ca then click on the “Getting Involved” link.
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The horses were hitched, the display
tents were up, and the ice cream was
churning.  The first Kleskun Hill
Geology Picnic in 40 years was
about to begin.  Soon, over 350
visitors began to arrive, eager to
experience the past and see the ghost
of palaeontologist Charles Sternberg
(a.k.a. John Acorn—the Nature Nut).
What a day!

The site of this unusual event, on
August 10th 2002, was Kleskun Hill
Natural Area.  Located 20 kilometres
east of Grande Prairie, the 93
hectare natural area protects remnant
native grassland, some of Alberta’s
northernmost badlands and a
collection of local historic buildings.
The remnant prairie is particularly
significant because it contains a
unique assemblage of plants, birds
and butterflies, many of which are
usually associated with the
grasslands of the south.  

When settlers arrived in the Grande
Prairie area in the early 1900s, most
of the region was open grassland
spotted with aspen groves,
saskatoons and willow.  Not
surprisingly, these grasslands were
quickly cultivated and very little of
the native prairie survived. A recent
survey by the Alberta Conservation
Association found less than half of
one percent remaining around
Grande Prairie and even less in the
Spirit River, Fairview and Peace
River regions.  The Kleskun Hills,
including the natural area, contain
some of the largest remnant pieces.

Kleskun Hill Natural Area was
originally identified in the 1940s as
an important geological site.  Local
amateur palaeontologist Robert
Cochrane found a wide variety of
fossils in the region and began
promoting the hills as a
geological park.  

The badland formations exposed at
Kleskun are the same age as
dinosaur bearing rocks at
Drumheller, leading people to assume
that Kleskun was a potential source
of fossils.  Unfortunately, only a
couple of significant bones have
ever been found at the site.

In an effort to increase public
recognition of Kleskun Hill, Robert
Cochrane and local county
councillor William Garret held the
first geology picnic at the site in
1946.  Each summer for the next
five years, professors from
Edmonton and Calgary spoke to
crowds of as many as 2000 people
about local geology and
palaeontology.  Games and
refreshments followed the speeches.
One more picnic was held in 1961
and then the event was retired  -
until this year.

The main purpose of the 2002
Kleskun Geology Picnic was to
showcase the special features of the
natural area and to launch a new
guidebook and trail.  Last year, the
Peace Parkland Naturalists received
grants from Alberta Ecotrust and the
Federation of Alberta Naturalists to
produce a full colour "Discovery
Guide" that introduces visitors to the
geological, natural and human

history of Kleskun Hill.  In addition,
two trailhead kiosks have been built
with support from the County of
Grande Prairie, Public Lands
Division and Parks and Protected
Areas Division.  A new gravel and
boardwalk trail is also nearing
completion thanks to funds from the
Alberta Community Facility
Enhancement Program and Public
Lands. The Kleskun Hill Museum
Society, which looks after the
restored historical buildings on site,
has also contributed volunteer labour
for boardwalk construction.  Special
event funding for the geology picnic
came from the Science Alberta
Foundation as part of Grande
Prairie’s new science festival which
the Kleskun event helped launch. 

Kleskun Hill Natural Area is unique
in many ways.  It contains an
unusual mix of plants and animals,
special geological features and
interesting traces of aboriginal and
European settlement.  Appropriately,
the site is cared for by a rare
assemblage of naturalists, history
buffs, provincial public lands and
parks staff and county administrators.
Now, thanks to new programs such
as the geology picnic and the
"Discovery Guide", Kleskun’s many
secrets are being revealed.

A Taste of the Past at Kleskun Hill
Submitted by Margot Hervieux, Volunteer Steward

County of Grande Prairie Councillor Jack O’Toole cuts the ribbon to open
a new trail at Kleskun Hill Natural Area
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A Miquelon Host Experience
Submitted by Penny Whittaker, Campground Host

This past summer, Lorne and I had
the pleasure of hosting at Miquelon
Lake Provincial Park for about eight
weeks.  The campground has 276
sites of which almost half of have
power hook-up.  The two host sites
are equipped with full services.
There is a lake with a great sandy
beach but since the lake is too
alkaline to support a fish population,
there is no fishing.  The park is a
nature lover's paradise and a great
variety of birds and wildlife can be
seen along the many hiking trails
that range from easy to challenging.

During most of our stay a fire ban
kept some people from wanting to
come camping.  Nevertheless, the
campground was very busy every
weekend because the park has so
much to offer.  The visitor centre in
the day-use area has some awesome
wildlife displays.  Children are able
to make a nature craft, or borrow a
discovery pack or sports equipment.
Every weekend we used the events
posters to promote all the park
activities which featured an
amphitheatre event, guided hikes,
pond discovery, bird-watching and
guest speakers.

All of this was possible because
Miquelon was fortunate to have an
interpreter.  For the first three weeks
of our hosting, I helped the
interpreter with the costumes and
both Lorne and I listened as she
rehearsed for her programs.  It was
great fun working with Lani, and it
felt very gratifying when we sat in
the amphitheatre for her first show.
She is a very talented young lady
and with the help of Miranda, the
visitor centre attendant, they put on
a very professional performance.
They included some of the children
and adults in the audience to present
a very funny environmental
education presentation.  After each
Saturday evening event, most
campers thanked them for the
wonderful job they did and we
would hear children, even the next
day, singing the songs they had
heard at the theatre.  With all the
activities going on, we were kept
very busy.

We feel very lucky to be able to
have worked with the great team at
Miquelon, and we look forward to
hosting there again next summer.

Working cooperatively, the society
and Alberta Transportation
developed a plan to construct the
overpass while preserving the
ecosystem within the natural area.

Guiding field trips like the annual
Orchid Walk, and the Frog and Toad
Walk, members of the society
enthusiastically share their
knowledge of the natural area with
many visitors.

Recently, local artist Rayma Peterson
was commissioned by the society to
develop a poster depicting the
orchids of the natural area. The
society distributed these posters to
schools in the Parkland County and
has a supply available to sell.

In a letter congratulating the society
on their award, Alberta Community
Development Minister Gene
Zwozdesky wrote, “It is a great
achievement to be the recipient of
such a significant award, and it is
well deserved.  I am proud of your
society’s contributions and pleased
that you received this recognition.”

In addition to the Emerald Award,
the society has received several other
awards, including the Canadian
Council of Ecological Areas Award
in 1987, the Outstanding Volunteer
Steward Group Award in 1990, and
the Steward Service Excellence
Award in 2000.

... continued from “Wagner Natural Area
Society receives Emerald Award” article
on front page

(L to R): Penny Whittaker, Miranda, Lani, Lorne Whittaker

In addition to the
Emerald Award,
the society has
received several
other awards . . .
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Hosting Highlights
Submitted by Roy & Edith Middleton, Campground Hosts

In 1992, our Alberta Parks hosting
experience began at Garner Lake
Provincial Park with Glenn Harvey
as our first supervisor.  We have
hosted from Winagami Lake
Provincial Park in the mid-north to
Reesor Lake at Cypress Hills
Interprovincial Park in the south and
many parks in between.  During this
time we have seen and heard some
weird and wonderful things.  And
here are some of them:

We visited a site with three very well
trained dogs on it.  A few days later
we went to the site again only to find
a fourth dog, a wonderful black lab
with a red collar and a leash.  It
looked very real.  The owner
laughed when we ask about the new
dog.  It had been beautifully made
from plywood, a gift for his brother.

On a site with a golden lab there was
a small tent and since the people had
no children we asked if it was the
pup tent.  Sure enough the dog had a
cedar bed and was lying in the tent
later that day.

We had a friendly elk, with a taste
for salt, wash our truck with
his tongue.

One day we came to a site where
two couples were playing cards and
were laughing a lot.  They asked us
if we could laugh in French the way
they did.

In a wilderness camp we were asked
where our Interac machine
was located.

A gentleman from Texas with a very
large motor home asked us where the
Red Green Show was taped.  We told
him it must be done in Ontario.  He
told us that his two favourite TV
shows were Red Green and The
Royal Canadian Air Farce!

We have seen salt being poured on
an ant hill, helped a lost hedgehog,
and had a guard cat greet us on a site
with its back up, fur puffed out and
hissing and yowling at us.

We have been told that Little Red
Deer River flows around in a circle
and you will come back to the same
place you entered.

We have been blamed for fire bans.

We have seen units parked on sites
very badly and some very well.  At
one site a woman got out, went to
the back of their unit and waved her
arms wildly in every direction.  We
wondered how the driver knew what
to do.  He backed in with no trouble
and told us later, “I let her think she
has helped me to park.”

We have seen blueberries and
mushrooms canned over park 
wood stoves.

One of our favourite things was
when we watched two couples; one
had a canoe and the other couple had
an inflatable dinghy.  They rested the
canoe on a two-wheel dolly, with the
dinghy on top.  One fellow sat in the
trunk of a red convertible and held
the canoe while they drove to the
lake.  The fellows paddled and
fished from the canoe while the two
women reclined in the dinghy with
their books and a drink each.

We have seen snow in the middle of
July and on August 2nd this year we
had 5 inches fall in chickadee 
sized chunks.

We love hosting in parks, meeting
and assisting people, doing crafts with
children and working with park staff.

Grants Available to Non-
profit Community Groups
Through Community
Initiatives Program

The new Community Initiatives
Program (CIP), started June 24 of this
year, commits $30 million per year for
the next three years. In accordance
with provincial guidelines, Alberta
Lottery Fund provides the funds,
based on local needs and priorities.

Eligible organizations and groups,
including community non-profit
groups, may apply for up to $75,000
on a match fund basis.  The matching
requirement may be any combination
of money, volunteer labour, services,
and donated materials or equipment –
but they must be specifically related
to the project.  The grant and any
associated interest gained on the
money has to be used up within two
years of the cheque date.

Up to $10,000 may be approved on a
non-matching basis if a group has
significant difficulties in raising
matching funds.

Applications may be made any time
throughout the year for projects "that
demonstrate that they enhance or
enrich: community services, sport and
recreation, culture and the arts,
libraries, parks, health, education,
social services, or the environment."
However, applicants will not be
eligible to receive funding from any
other lottery programs during the year,
for the same project.

Applications, along with the complete
details of the program, are available
online at www.gaming.gov.ab.ca/cip.
To have an application faxed or
mailed to you, contact the CIP at the
following location:

Community Initiatives Program
Alberta Gaming
50 Corriveau Avenue
St. Albert, Alberta
T8N 3T5
phone toll-free 1-800-642-3855 
fax (780) 447-8903
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Activities on the weekend included
training sessions by staff from
Community Development, GPS, map
& compass, bird hikes, tours of the
Lost River Valley and Cypress Hills
Interprovincial Park, tours of a
current archaeological dig site at the
park, presentations on the Alberta
Natural Heritage Information Centre
(ANHIC), and trail maintenance
sessions by Alberta TrailNet.  And
there was more going on than I have
room to mention.  Needless to say,
the bus drivers from Dinosaur
Provincial Park and Writing On-
Stone Provincial Park were kept busy
throughout the weekend.

The big event of the weekend was
the awards banquet on Saturday
evening.  A great western style
banquet put on by local caterers was
followed by the award presentations.
The award recipients received a
picture of the unique landscape of the
Cypress Hills, and overwhelming
recognition and support by their
peers.  The evening was concluded
by author/singer/songwriter Sid
Marty who made everyone forget
about the cold and windy evening
outside with his hilarious and touching
stories and songs about being a
National Park Warden in the Rocky
Mountains near Banff and Jasper.

Driving down through eastern
Alberta, I noticed the dramatic
change in the landscapes as I
travelled to Cypress Hills.  I had not
been to Cypress Hills for some years,
and was eager to see the park again.
This unique park in southeastern
Alberta was, in my mind, a great
place to hold the volunteer
conference.  Based on the number of
volunteers who showed up, despite
the freak snowstorm that hit central
and southern Alberta, I was not alone
in my eagerness.

April and May are not months to start
predicting the climate in Alberta with
any great accuracy.  Although it was
a cool weekend, most of the snow
had melted in time to set up the
event.  Several staff from Cypress
Hills Interprovincial Park, Heritage
Association of Cypress Hills, and of
course the Volunteer Coordinating
Committee showed up before the
conference to help get things
organized for the weekend.

The staff workshop on Friday was
attended by about 30 staff from
around the province, some of whom
stayed the weekend to take in the rest
of the conference.  About 150
volunteers including campground
hosts, volunteer stewards, trail
maintenance volunteers, and one
rather large volunteer fire department
from Elkwater took in the event.

The opening on Friday evening was a
great show of cowboy poetry put on
by special guest and local rancher
Scott Reesor.  In addition, a trade
show of exhibits by various
cooperating associations, volunteer
sites, and our own Parks and Protected
Areas Division, was provided to
enlighten participants and guests.

The conference concluded Sunday
with a great breakfast put on by the
Elkwater Volunteer Fire Department,
and a final trip to Red Rock Coulee.
Everyone left, almost as quick as
they came, and the turkeys and mule
deer were left to roam the town of
Elkwater once again.

Being involved in this event made
me realize the full potential of
volunteerism, and showed me what
others personally sacrifice in order to
maintain a network of parks and
protected areas in Alberta.  The hours
of labour, fundraising, and
organization are astounding, and all
those people who earned the awards,
along with the rest of the volunteers
are to be congratulated for 
their efforts.

Through The Snow & Rain, They Still Came
2002 Volunteer Conference – Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park

Submitted by Murray Ingstrup, Volunteer Coordinating Committee Co-chair

Participants on Lost River Valley tour in One-Four Heritage Rangeland Natural Area

Awards banquet entertainers Sid Marty and
his accompanist Bill Eaglesham

(R to L)



Parks and Protected Areas
Achievement Award
Ron and Ken Valens - Presented for
their significant efforts to improve
and maintain the quality of
experience for trail users of Cooking
Lake-Blackfoot Provincial Recreation
Area since 1997.

Joann Skilnick - In appreciation for
her considerable positive impact on
many different aspects of service
delivery at Cypress Hills
Interprovincial Park.
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Steward Service Excellence Award
Strathcona County & Sherwood Park
Natural Area Volunteer Stewards -
The partnership between these two
stands out as an excellent example of
cooperation in support of a 
natural area. 

Outstanding Individual Steward
Award
Aaron and Elise Bowersock - For the
example these two demonstrate, in
taking an active role in the
conservation of Bow Flats and
Yamnuska Natural Areas.

Curtis Siegfried - Recognizing his
efforts in forming the Whitecourt
Mountain Public Advisory
Committee, enabling much less
negative impact on Whitecourt
Mountain Natural Area from 
local logging.

Outstanding Group Steward Award
Eagles Junior Forest Warden Club of
Calgary - Gratitude for 14 years of
stewardship of the Bragg Creek
Candidate Natural Area and for
educating young Albertans about
environmentally responsible practices.

Campground Host Hospitality
Award
Earl and Kathleen Barr - Recognized
for the great pride they take in
serving the visitors of Big Knife
Provincial Park since 1994.

Rose Eichorn - For sharing her love
of Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park
with visitors over the past 10 years.

Volunteer Leadership Award
Jim Stomp - Recognized for his
strong leadership, relentless support
and advocacy for volunteerism in
parks and protected areas for over
two decades, and the dedication he
demonstrates, often above and
beyond the call of duty.

Partnership Appreciation Award
Lesser Slave Lake Bird Observatory -
A working partnership among the
ornithological community, Alberta
Community Development, foresty
and toursim industries and the
volunteers at the bird observatory, has
resulted in important ongoing
research into boreal land birds.

Elkwater Volunteer Fire Department -
For outstanding 24 hour service as
the only fire department based in a
Parks and Protected Areas site in
Alberta, utilizing volunteers since
1996.

2002 Volunteer Awards

Green Shield Award
Doris and Eric Hopkins

These two extraordinary people have dedicated time, energy,
money and even their land and home to preserving Coyote
Lake Natural Area.  The original donation of their two
quarters of land and their home to the Nature Conservancy,
has resulted in 25 quarters of land around Coyote Lake 
now protected.  Shown in the photo from left to right is
Environment Minister Lorne Taylor, Eric and Doris Hopkins.

PPlanning iis aalreadyPlanning iis aalready
underway ffor tthe �����underway ffor tthe �����
Volunteer CConference ttoVolunteer CConference tto
be hhosted aat WWilliam AA�be hhosted aat WWilliam AA�
Switzer PProvincialSwitzer PProvincial Park�Park�
on AApril ���� ���� ����on AApril ���� ���� ����
Watch ffor rregistrationWatch ffor rregistration
information tto bbeinformation tto bbe
distributed bby mmail aanddistributed bby mmail aand
available oon oouravailable oon oour
volunteer wwebsite iin tthevolunteer wwebsite iin tthe
new yyear!new yyear!

Nominations ffor �����Nominations ffor �����
Awards aare aalready bbeingAwards aare aalready bbeing
accepted aat:accepted aat:
www�cd�gov�ab�ca/parks/www�cd�gov�ab�ca/parks/
volunteervolunteer
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Welcome Aboard!
We would like to welcome all of
our volunteer stewards who have
joined the program since our last
newsletter was issued this spring:

Castle Crown Wilderness
Coalition for West Castle
Wetlands Ecological Reserve
(already stewards for Big
Sagebrush)

Jordan King, Rocky Mountain
YMCA, Mariella Van
Hardeveld, Jackie Skrypnek and
Roland McClure for Bow Valley 
Protected Areas

Gladys Pennock and Emery
Gyurica for Dry Island Buffalo
Jump Provincial Park

Janet Drummond and Quinton
Pakan for Wabamun Lake
Candidate Natural Area

Jeff Rezansoff for Thorsby and
Bridge Lake Natural Areas

Alan Jones for Wapiabi
Provincial Recreation Area

Carla Morris for Mt. Tecumseh
and Crowsnest Lake Candidate
Natural Areas

Jacob, Margo and Jascha
Handel for Opal Natural Area

Gary Unfried for Mt. Tecumseh
Candidate Natural Area and
Highwood River Natural Area

As you can see from this list, we
can now offer stewardship
opportunities at more than just
natural areas.  We currently have
stewards at natural areas,
ecological reserves, provincial
parks, wildland provincial parks,
provincial recreation areas, and
heritage rangeland natural areas. 

Volunteer Steward Summer Review
Submitted by Amy McKinnon, Parks & Protected Areas Division

Forest Fires On Steward Sites J.J. Collett Buffs Up Natural Area 

Over the past few years, the J.J.
Collett Foundation has been
changing the look of J.J. Collett
Natural Area.  During the summer of
2000, the Foundation put up metal
signs marking eight walking trails
that go through the natural area.  The
colour-coded signs lead visitors
through the heart of J.J. Collett, and
additional interpretive signs along
the way give visitors information
about the local ecology.  
In 2001, shop students from the
Ponoka Composite High School
helped out by building an outhouse
and two 12x12 gazebos for the
natural area.  The Foundation
provided the materials for the
projects, and the students built them
during class time.  They did such a
good job that the Foundation is
having them build a 170-foot
boardwalk for the area this fall.  

Due to the extremely dry weather
and high fire hazard conditions this
summer, a number of Alberta’s
protected areas, including sites with
volunteer stewards, were affected by
forest fires.   Bellis North and Bellis
Lake Natural Areas (located about
100 km northeast of Edmonton)
were severely burned in a fire that
started on May 18 and lasted for
about six days.  While some of the
area escaped damage, much of it was
burned or scorched.  

Crow Lake Ecological Reserve, a
steward site for the Horse River
Valley Environmental Association,
burned in the House River fire in
mid-May as well.  The ecological
reserve does not appear to have
burned as uniformly as Bellis, but
the fire did damage boardwalks,
stairways and signs.  

Clyde Fen and Nestow Candidate
Natural Areas, situated about 60 km
north of Edmonton, are continuing to
recover from the fire that passed
through them over a year ago.  Local
Junior Forest Wardens were at
Nestow this spring and planted
several thousand spruce and pine
trees to aid in the site’s recovery. 

If you would like to visit the natural
area and have a look at some of its
new additions, give the volunteer
steward office a call at 
(780) 427-3582 and we will send
you a new brochure for the site that
includes a guide to the trails.  You
can also take part in the guided
walks that the Foundation organizes
once every spring and fall.   Contact
Jack Surbey at 
(403) 783-5283 for more information.    

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Black spruce stand on Bellis Lake Natural
Area - Photo by Maureen Wetsch

One of the two new gazebos at J.J. Collett
Natural Area
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Bow Valley Happenings

Canmore Trade Show
The volunteer steward display was
up and the visitors came in droves to
Canmore’s trade show this spring.
Six volunteer stewards along with
steward program coordinator Sandra
Myers, local steward liaison Susan
Cameron, and conservation officers
Glenn Naylor and Rod Jaeger were
on hand to answer questions and
hand out brochures.  Approximately
8000 people attended the trade show
this year, with the steward booth
receiving around 1000 – 1500
visitors.    

Parks Day
Judging by the number of hot dogs
that were eaten (what better way is
there to estimate a crowd?), around
1000 people took in the Parks Day
festivities on July 21 at Bow Valley
Provincial Park.  Conservation
Officers and the campground
contractors, Bow Valley Park
Campgrounds, coordinated a day
packed with activities that included
demonstrations with jet boats,
helicopters, and rap attack crews, as
well as games for kids, wagon rides,
draw prizes, and free food.  Local
businesses and associations set up
displays which featured everything
from river rafts and dog sleds, to
bear traps and salamanders.  Twelve
stewards from the Bow Valley
Protected Areas Volunteer Stewards
group were there to help man the
steward booth.   

Spring Creek Stream Rehabilitation 
For the second summer in a row,
Bow Valley stewards pulled on their
hip waders and got downright dirty
to help in the stream rehabilitation
and cleanup of Spring Creek.  As
you may have read in our last
newsletter, the silt in Spring Creek
has prevented trout from spawning
there because they need a gravel bed
to lay their eggs in.  The
rehabilitation of the creek continued
this August as local fisheries
biologist Brian Lajeunesse and
several volunteer stewards built a
structure out of logs and beaver
cuttings to narrow the creek, increase
the flow rate, and help flush out the
sediment.   Volunteers also pulled 15
bags of litter from the creek before
calling it a day.  

Tours Held On Several Steward
Sites

This summer, the Alberta Wilderness
Association led hiking trips to
several destinations across Alberta
including a number of volunteer
steward sites.  Plateau Mountain,
Mount Lorette, and Beehive Natural
Areas were among the destinations
for these popular hikes.  Volunteer
stewards like Judy Huntley (steward
for Beehive Natural Area) and Peter
Sherrington (steward for Mount
Lorette Natural Area) shared their
knowledge of the area as they guided
hikers on day trips through their
sites.  Dorothy Dickson, a volunteer
steward for Innisfail Natural Area,
guided a tour of another site close to
her heart, Rumsey Ecological
Reserve.  Take a look at the AWA’s
website, www.albertawilderness.ca,
to find out about future hikes and
other upcoming events.

Other steward groups to host tours
and activities this summer included
the Castle Crown Wilderness
Coalition, which led hikes to places
in the Castle Wilderness (just west of
Pincher Creek), and Wagner Natural
Area Society, which hosted a frog &
toad watching day, May plant &
flower counts, and an orchid walk.
The Stewards of Alberta’s Protected
Areas Association (SAPAA)
coordinated a field trip to Coyote
Lake Natural Area this summer 
as well.

New Guidebook For Kleskun Hill 

Margot Hervieux, steward for Kleskun
Hill Natural Area, recently published
an excellent guide book called Kleskun
Hill: A Discovery Guide.  The book is
rich in historical detail and information
on the area’s flora, fauna, and
geological formations.  If you will be
in the Grande Prairie area and/or would
like a copy, please contact the Peace
Parkland Naturalists at Box 1452,
Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 4Z2 or
contact Margot at (780) 539-6102.

If you are interested in volunteering
for this project or any other events in
the Bow Valley area, please contact
Susan Cameron at Bow Valley
Provincial Park at (403) 673-3663,
or Susan.Cameron@gov.ab.ca.  

Bow Valley Parks Day

Volunteers using logs to increase flow rate 
at Spring Creek
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What Volunteers Do During The Off-Season
Submitted by Raymond Lavoie, Maintenance Supervisor, Hilliard’s Bay Provincial Park

We all know the tremendous support
that our volunteer hosts give us
during the summer months because
we are there working with them.
Every volunteer has a different
background and lifestyle and what
they do during the off-season can be
very interesting. Most volunteer
hosts are self-motivated, are usually
retired and are very innovative in
filling their spare time 

Doug and Joyce Arnold have been
volunteer hosts for over seven years
working at Winagami and Hilliard's
Bay Provincial Parks. They have
been dedicated in returning year
after year for a three month period
during the summer months. They
have been a great support to every
aspect of the park operations.

For four years, Doug and Joyce
would go to spend the winter in
Yuma, Arizona; the little Canada in
the U.S. where many Canadians go
for their annual migration. While
there they would promote the parks,
especially during the Canada Day
that is held there annually.

Three years ago Doug and Joyce set
their roots locally by purchasing a
home in McLennan. This gave them
an opportunity to be closer to their
six children and nine grandchildren
and to volunteer for Meals on
Wheels in their town during the
winter. They get to spend a lot of
time with their families and friends
and do a bit of traveling to other
provinces where family live.

Before retiring Doug was an aircraft
engineer in the Air Force, worked on
Search and Rescue and air lifted
freight from Hay River along with
other undertakings.  His love for
flying is reflected in his hobbies, as
he enjoys building remote controlled
aircraft and takes great pleasure in
flying them during the summer
months. A few crashes have been a
bit of a devastating highlight in his
hobby. Doug also restored a 1944
International McCormick Deering
tractor, which he is still putting the
finishing touches on. Doug has been
a great support to Joyce who is the
one who undertakes most of the
volunteer treks.

Joyce has a lot of variety in her
background starting with working as
a meat wrapper in Safeway and
Super A stores. She then took on
upholstery and did that for a while.
She worked with Doug in airlifting
freight from Hay River. Joyce was
also a den mother and a camp cook.
As hobbies Joyce does a lot of
sewing, knitting and crocheting
projects for family members and
friends. She also spends a lot of time
oil painting and over the years has
donated many fine oil paintings to
organizations for fundraisers. This
winter Doug and Joyce are also
renovating their home and this has
kept them quite occupied.

I feel that this reflects the majority 
of  our volunteers as being a strong
support to their communities year
round and not just during the time
that they spend at the parks. We
appreciate YOU, our volunteers, 
and miss you while you are not 
here with us.

Once again, Parks and Protected
Areas Division volunteers
demonstrated their talents on
Saturday afternoon, August 10, 2002
at Sir Winston Churchill Provincial
Park.  Wendy McWhinney and
Amanda Bond, members of Cold
Lake’s Search and Rescue Team
took time out of their busy schedule
to lead campers and members of the
Lac La Biche community in the
"Lost in the Woods" program.

Both Wendy and Amanda
emphasized the importance of
teaching parents and children to

practice outdoor safety.  Essential
elements include pre-planning, what
to do if someone becomes lost, and
the search and rescue process.  The
photograph shows part of the fun,
hands-on activities that both adults
and children participated in.

This continued commitment by our
volunteers assists Parks and
Protected Areas Division in ensuring
Alberta’s special places are enjoyed
now and in the future.  On behalf of
Alberta Community Development
parks teams, we would like to
extend a gracious thank you to the

Search and Rescue Team of Cold
Lake, and to Wendy and Amanda,
for their time, expertise and
enthusiasm.  Great Job!

Cold Lake Search and Rescue Program at Sir Winston Churchill Provincial Park
Submitted by Christine Jones, Park Interpreter, Sir Winston Churchill Provincial Park

Wendy McWhinney and Amanda Bond
demonstrate to participants
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Last year the Friends of Fish Creek
Provincial Park Society started to put
together a program that had been in
the imaginations of board members
for years.  The idea seemed simple -
organize a group of volunteers to
spend time in the park promoting
responsible park use, sharing
information, and observing visitors
to Fish Creek Provincial Park.  After
months of working out all the
details, and there were many, the
Park Watch Program was launched
in the beginning of May with the
support of the Calgary Foundation,
Alberta Ecotrust, the Calgary
Community Lottery Board, the Shell
Environmental Fund, Environment
Canada and Health Canada’s
Community Animation Program,
Alberta Community Development,
and Fish Creek Provincial Park.

The Park Watch Program is a little
different from other volunteer
programs in the province, thanks in
large part to the urban setting of Fish
Creek Provincial Park and the huge
number of visits it receives every
year for such a small area.
Volunteers spend much of their time
observing activities, talking to
people, and answering questions.
The packs volunteers carry have a
variety of information pamphlets that
can be handed out and a bag of small
goodies that can be given out to
responsible park users.  

Park Watch Program
Submitted by Kristin Dyer, Director of Volunteers, Friends of Fish Creek Park Society

They are also equipped with a radio
so they can contact a Conservation
Officer if they need help or see
something that needs immediate
action, and a Global Positioning
System (GPS) so they can record
more precise locations of problems.

With one month left to go before the
end of the first season, volunteers
have already racked up some
impressive statistics.  At the end of
August, 38 volunteers had
contributed over 550 hours, made
645 contacts with park users, and
recorded 70 violations of regulations.
They provide a friendly and
accessible presence in the park and
are available to assist with small
problems.  Volunteers helped out by
answering questions, putting out
unattended campfires, bandaging
scraped knees, and recording
locations of undesired structures like
bike jumps, party sites, and tree
houses that pose a risk to 
public safety.  

There have been a few funny stories,
like the one about a nearly naked
man sunbathing in the family picnic
area, and more serious incidents like
a group of youngsters trying to
strangle a ground squirrel with a
shoelace.  All were dealt with in a
calm and courteous manner.  People
using the park often remark to
volunteers that they are glad to see a
program like this running in the park.

38 volunteers have
contributed over
550 hours and
made 645 contacts
with park users.

Calling All Submissions!

To submit an article, to contact us
regarding changes to the mailing list, or
to receive a free subscription please
contact:

Lori at (780) 427-3805 or e-mail at
Lori.Ruzycki@gov.ab.ca 

or write to: 
Partners in Preservation
Visitor Services Branch
Parks & Protected Areas Division
2nd Floor, Oxbridge Place
9820 - 106 Street
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K 2J6

Deadline for submissions for the next
issue is January 31, 2003.

Articles should be no longer than
500 words in length. 

For further information on guidelines
for article submissions, visit
www.cd.gov.ab.ca/parks/volunteer and
click on “What’s New”.

Provincial Park Society 

Park staff are also happy to see the
program off the ground and running
smoothly.  Volunteers’ reports have
offered interesting insights into how
the park is used and where problems
are clustered.  The program also
gives members of the community,
with concerns about the park, a
chance to do something about it.

The Park Watch Program was the
major focus of The Friends for this
past year and it seems to have met,
in some areas even exceeded, our
goals.  Since it is operational only
from the May long weekend to the
September long weekend, we are
already looking forward to starting it
up again next spring for an even
more successful second season.



So many of us take advantage of what
our Provincial and National Parks have
to offer …. that is, if you don’t have a
physical disability.

In a natural setting, the barriers to
access are many if you are limited by a
physical disability.  This was just the
thought that sparked the Friends of
Switzer Park to develop a handicap
accessible trail in William A. Switzer
Provincial Park.  

Finding level ground in the foothills
was a challenge, but quickly overcome,
as the group began scouting the woods
near a well-used day use area known
as Kelley’s Bathtub. Thanks to the
chairman, Rick Zroback, and a team of
volunteers, a 2.6 km loop trail was
marked in an area that offered minimal
grade changes, ecological diversity and
amazing scenery.  

Support and donations for the project
came from a Junior Forest Ranger
crew, a Community Lottery Board
Grant, the Environmental Training
Centre, West Ridge Sand and Gravel
and Parks and Protected Areas Division.

Construction began during the summer
of 2001 using a local company able to
do the work using specialized low
impact trail construction equipment.
Once the trail was surfaced The
Friends did a test run to get a real feel
for how a wheelchair would handle on
the surface and grade.  Finishing
touches are still needed in order to

consider the entire trail as wheelchair
accessible, but it is open for hiking
and was tracked for cross-country
skiing this past winter. Thanks to the
handiwork of a local craftsman, log
benches were donated by the
Environmental Training Centre and
placed at the viewpoints this 
past spring.

In addition, Parks and Protected
Areas Division added to the
project by improving accessibility
to the adjacent washroom facilities
and picnic shelter this summer. 

The Friends of Switzer Park are
not stopping yet… future goals
are to pursue funding for a
$4000 "Terra trek" wheelchair.
This wheelchair would be made
available at the visitor centre for
loan to any park user in need.  They
are also researching funding options to
assist with converting the
underused park office into a
visitor centre. 

The Friends of Switzer Park
Co-operating Association is
doing just what it set out to do,
when the organization was
formalized in 1997. The group
has enhanced and supported the
programs and goals of Switzer
Park; a park full of natural
beauty, blessed with
organizations working to ensure
all can experience it.

For more information please call
the chairman Rick Zroback at
(780) 865-7681 or the parks
liaison officer, Jeanette Brooks
at (780) 865-8395.

Switzer’s Friends Are in Motion
Submitted by Jeanette Brooks, Conservation Officer
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The Friends of SwitzerPark look forward toeveryone joining them asthey co-host the 2003Volunteer Conference onApril 25, 26, 27.

Friends of Switzer Park chairman testrides the new trail

View from one of the rest areas on the new trail


