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Message from the Minister

It was with great pleasure that I accepted the
appointment as Minister of Community Development
from our Premier, the Honourable Ralph Klein, this
past March. At the same time, Community
Development was restructured to mirror the priorities
of Albertans. As part of the change, the ministry
welcomed responsibility for parks and protected areas.
I am also pleased to have John Kristensen as our new
Assistant Deputy Minister.

Community Development plays an important role in
assisting communities and citizens in achieving a high
quality of life, and the Parks and Protected Areas
program ensures a healthy and sustainable
environment upon which our quality of life and
prosperity depend. The program shares many of the
same goals as the ministry’s Cultural Facilities and
Historical Resources Division, including preserving,
protecting and providing opportunities for Albertans to
experience the province’s natural and cultural heritage.
Appropriately, the responsibility for all protected
natural and cultural heritage sites in Alberta now
resides under one ministry. 

I am very happy to lead this diverse ministry. As a
community volunteer, educator, elected representative
and Cabinet Minister, I have been privileged to be
actively involved in providing support to the diverse

community life of Alberta and Canada for many years.
I was raised in Alberta’s rural communities, including
Grand Centre, Hinton and Sangudo, so I know the
importance of supporting our communities and
assisting Albertans in many different walks of life.
Therefore, I feel very much at home in Community
Development.

In my new role as Minister of Community
Development, and during this International Year of
Volunteers, I extend my heartfelt thanks and salute
you—our partners in protecting natural areas. Thanks
for giving freely of your time, talent and skills to help
protect Alberta’s tremendous natural diversity. I
sincerely appreciate your efforts to enhance the
outdoor experience for Albertans and visitors to our
province, as they enjoy and learn about our natural
and cultural heritage. Your efforts are testimony to,
and reflective of, the values held by Albertans. 

Through your involvement, we all experience what it
means to be true role models for community
development. Your example makes me proud to be the
Minister of Community Development. Again, thank
you for your contributions to enhancing the Parks and
Protected Areas program.

Gene Zwozdesky
Minister of Community Development

Minister Gene Zwozdesky and Wainwright MLA
Robert Fischer inspecting the dock and boat

launch at Dillbery Lake Provincial Park.
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Youth Group Volunteer Cleanup at
Cypress Hills Provincial Park

Submitted by Paul Avery
Conservation Officer
Cypress Hills Provincial Park

On July 29, 2000 more than 150 youth and adult volunteers
from the Medicine Hat and area Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints offered a helping hand to brighten up
Cypress Hills Provincial Park.  The group, mostly between
the ages of 12 and 18, participated in several projects.  The
enthusiastic volunteers were divided into a number of
smaller groups prior to receiving their assignments.  One
group was assigned the task of cleaning up litter and debris
left by anglers and hikers on the shores of Elkwater Lake,
Spruce Coulee Reservoir and Reesor Lake.  Another group
helped to rectify a weed infestation on the Cypress Hills
bench.  Volunteers collected ox-eye daisy plants that have
recently begun to dominate the landscape.  The remaining
groups, armed with picks and shovels, worked in new-
growth pine forests, removing soil from the bases of tree
trunks to help rid the trees of insect infestations. 

Temperatures near 30 degrees made the work difficult so,
after they completed their projects, the volunteers held a
barbecue and took a much-needed rest on the beach.  With
over 600 person-hours, Cypress Hills Provincial Park is a
little cleaner and more natural, and weeds are less dominant
on the prairie landscape.  Thank you to all of the
enthusiastic and energetic young volunteers and leaders for
your contribution. ◆

To submit an article, to contact us regarding
changes to the mailing list, or to receive a free
subscription please contact:

Lori at (780) 427-3805 or e-mail her at
Lori.Ruzycki@gov.ab.ca

or write to: 
Partners in Preservation, 
Visitor Services Branch
Parks & Protected Areas Division
2nd Floor, Oxbridge Place
9820 - 106 Street
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K 2J6

Deadline for submissions for the next issue is
December 31, 2001.

Your Volunteer 
Co-ordinating Committee

Chairperson:  
Brad Marshall Visitor Services Branch

(780) 427-9017
Brad.Marshall@gov.ab.ca

Manager:
June Markwart Visitor Services Branch

(780) 427-9383
June.Markwart@gov.ab.ca

Volunteer Steward Co-ordinator:
Sandra Myers Visitor Services Branch

(780) 427-1742
Sandra.Myers@gov.ab.ca

Area Representatives:
Dixie Colter Lac La Biche Area

(780) 645-6315
Dixie.Colter@gov.ab.ca

John Doll Slave Lake/Grande Prairie Areas
(780) 849-7104
John.Doll@gov.ab.ca

Don Cockerton Canmore/Calgary/Brooks Areas
(403) 297-5969
Don.Cockerton@gov.ab.ca

Rosemary Jones Medicine Hat/Lethbridge Areas
(403) 528-5211
Rosemary.Jones@gov.ab.ca

Murray Ingstrup Red Deer Area
(780) 922-3293
Murray.Ingstrup@gov.ab.ca

To call any Alberta government agency toll-free
from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000, then the
number, or hold the line for operator assistance.

Volunteers help clean up along the Reesor Lake shoreline

and throughout Cypress Hills Provincial Park



The 2001 Family Day celebration at Pembina River
Provincial Park was, in many ways, the same as in
past years, but there was one major difference - Tom
Bull wasn't there.  Tom's commitment and dedication
to Pembina River Provincial Park will not be
forgotten.  On February 19, 2001 a commemorative
plaque was unveiled.  The plaque, attached to the
amphitheatre, reads simply "TOM BULL THEATRE".
It is appropriate that this building, where Tom spent so
many hours, be named in his honor and memory.  And
what better day to make the dedication than Family
Day, a day he planned for, and looked forward to,
throughout the year. ◆
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Tom Bull and conservation officer

Canada’s Parks Day - July 21, 2001

Canada’s Parks Day is a national celebration, held
annually to focus on the important role national,
provincial, territorial and municipal parks and
historic sites play in our lives.

24 provincial parks hosted events this year
over 4000 participants attended events this year
Canada’s Parks Day is held on the 3rd Saturday 
in July every year

We look forward to seeing everyone out again next
year on July 20th, 2002!

•
•
•

Staff from Fort George and Buckingham House interpreting
local history at Whitney Lakes Provincial Park on Parks Day

Submitted by Sam Bundt
District Conservation Officer
Evansburg District

On December 22, 2000 Tom Bull, last year's recipient
of the Natural Resources Service Volunteer Award,
passed away.

Tom was a resident of Evansburg and an active
member of the Evansburg and Entwistle communities.
His involvement as a volunteer with Alberta Parks
began in 1993, when he helped coordinate Family Day
events at Pembina River Provincial Park.  Tom's
persistence and organizational abilities resulted in a
marked increase in public participation at Family Day
celebrations; in 2000 more than 800 people
participated in Family Day events at the park.  

Tom and his wife Madeline were campground hosts at
Pembina River, and many park visitors will recall
being greeted by them and sharing stories.  Tom
enjoyed hosting and was very pleased when we
constructed a new amphitheatre.  On many summer
evenings Tom entertained park visitors in the
amphitheatre, telling a story or showing a film (and
sometimes both).
I visited Tom shortly before his death, and he told me
he had passed on the Family Day file to someone he
felt would do a good job.  I was amazed that, even
during such a stressful time, he was concerned about
how things would go in his absence and was still
committed to ensuring a successful celebration.

In Memory of Volunteer Tom Bull
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Submitted by Stan Kozyra
Volunteer Steward

The Stony Plain Fish & Game Association and
Wabamun Gun Club are volunteer stewards for the
Kilini Natural Area and East Pit Lake property.

The East Pit Lake property is approximately 69 ha in
size and contains a 28 ha lake.  The lake, developed
by TransAlta during reclamation of their coal mine, is
approximately 14 m deep in some places and has been
stocked with rainbow trout. Due to unstable soil
conditions that resulted after reclamation, the area is
accessible by foot only.

When the East Pit Lake property reverted to public
land status, our club was asked to lease the area and
become its stewards.  We entered into a 20-year lease
agreement and embarked on a number of site
improvement projects.  We built a perimeter fence,
developed a fenced parking lot, and constructed trails
to the lake for anglers.  Blue bird, wood duck, purple
martin, mallard duck and kestrel nesting boxes have
been installed throughout the area, as have several
osprey-nesting platforms.  With the shortage of habitat
in the area, these are all proving to be very successful. 

Our blue bird trail program consists of approximately
1000 nesting boxes along roughly 280 km of trails.
These boxes are maintained by a number of volunteers,
who keep the boxes clean and monitor the types of
birds using them.  The nesting boxes are primarily for
use by blue birds, but they also provide habitat for tree
swallows, house wrens and chickadees.  We welcome
them all!  The bird trails originated in 1930 and the
local residents who first developed them received a
conservation award for their work.  In 1999, while
travelling in the province on a blue bird-banding
project, naturalist Edgar T. Jones discovered the largest
concentration of blue birds in the County of Parkland
at the East Pit Lake property.

We're also involved in a number of other activities,
including:

• hunter training, education, conservation and
fire arms safety;

• survival training at Narrow Lake Training   
School;

• big game hide collection (to purchase critical  
habitat);

• community projects; and
• lake aeration to improve fish survival in   

shallow lakes. ◆

Stony Plain Fish & Game Association and Wabamun Gun Club

Earl Erickson receiving conservation award.

Edgar T. Jones, Stan Kozyra, Earl Erickson, Blair Crites

(L to R)

Nesting Boxes and Stan Kozyra



The session wrapped up on Saturday with a hike to
Siffleur Falls (up to the third set of falls), where
participants used their newly acquired skills to note
the locations of disturbances and rare plants on the
ecological reserve. ◆
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On July 24, 2001,
a five and a half
year initiative to
protect the
environmental
diversity of
Alberta concluded
with the designation of five new sites, including the
largest provincial site ever established by the province,
under the Special Places program. 

The five new sites which add more than 697,000 ha to
Alberta's provincial parks system are: Caribou
Mountains Wildland Provincial Park, the largest
protected area designated by the province; Peace River
Wildland Provincial Park; and three new designations
in Kananaskis Country - Sheep River Provincial Park,
the Bluerock Wildland Provincial Park and Don Getty
Wildland Provincial Park.

"Albertans should be proud of the accomplishments of
the Special Places program. In true Alberta spirit, we
have honoured a 1992 commitment to complete
Alberta's component of the World Wildlife Fund's
Endangered Spaces Program," said by Community
Development Minister Gene Zwozdesky. "From the
grandeur of Bow Valley Wildland Provincial Park in
the Rocky Mountains to the unusual beauty of

Richardson River Dunes Wildland Provincial Park in
the Boreal Forest, Alberta's parks and protected areas
are natural wonders that will be cherished forever."
Formally announced in 1995, Special Places is a 'made
in Alberta' strategy to complete a network of
landscapes that represents the environmental diversity
of the province's six natural regions. Under the
program, 81 new and 13 expanded protected areas -
wildland provincial parks, ecological reserves,
provincial parks, and natural areas - added almost
2,000,000 ha to the province's protected areas
network, resulting in a more than three-fold increase
in the amount of provincial land in Alberta's protected
areas network since the start of the program.
Approximately 12.5% of the province is now
protected in national parks, wildland provincial parks,
provincial parks, wilderness areas, ecological reserves,
natural areas and Willmore Wilderness Park.

"The designation part of the program is completed, but
our work with our new and existing parks and
protected areas will continue, including developing
management plans to ensure their values are
maintained," Zwozdesky said.

For more information on Special Places, visit the
Community Development web site at:
www.cd.gov.ab.ca and click on Preserving Alberta. ◆

Special Places Concludes

Submitted by Amy Reid 
Parks and Protected Areas Division

From June 21-23, 2001 Kootenay Plains provided the
backdrop for an excellent weekend of orienteering
instruction and plant identification for volunteer
stewards and plant enthusiasts alike.  Due to the joint
efforts of the Red Deer River Naturalist Society and
Parks and Protected Areas staff, 12 people met to fine-
tune their map reading, compassing and GPS skills
and to scour the area for plants of interest.  On
Thursday, Duke Hunter from Parks and Protected
Areas taught the wonderful world of map reading (so
that’s what those blue lines are for!) and compassing.
The following day, I talked about Global Positioning
Systems and helped participants familiarize
themselves with their GPS units.  

Kootenay Plains Ecological Reserve: GPS and Mapping Course

Duke leading hands-on map and compass session



2001 Volunteer Banquet and C
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In celebration of the United Nations International
Year of the Volunteer, the Volunteer Coordinating
Committee dedicated the 2001 volunteer weekend to
our volunteers and the positive impact they have on
Alberta’s environment.  Held May 4-6 at Wabamun
Lake Provincial Park, the event gave us an
opportunity to show our appreciation for another year
of hard work and dedication. 

Activities kicked off with the Friday evening social,
which gave everyone a chance to get re-aquainted
after another long winter.  The Lesser Slave Lake
Bird Observatory completed the evening with two
very well received slide presentations about work
carried out at the observatory.

On Saturday there were guided tours of nearby
TransAlta power generating operations and Marl
Pond Trail at Wagner Natural Area.  Later in the
afternoon a trade show was held at Wabamun
Community Hall, which provided a unique
opportunity for volunteers to learn about some of the
various organizations whose work supports
environmental protection in Alberta.

The evening banquet, also held at the Community
Hall, began with a buffet dinner. With everyone well
fed after an excellent meal, John Doll, our master of
ceremonies, began the formal part of the weekend.
Leading the evening program was Dr. Bill Byrne,
Deputy Minister of Alberta Community
Development.  Dr. Byrne thanked volunteers on
behalf of the Alberta government for their
enthusiasm and support, then gave a brief video
presentation showcasing volunteerism in Alberta
during the International Year of the Volunteer.  To
add local perspective, Kyle Clifford, Stony Plain
Area Manager, Parks & Protected Areas, welcomed
participants.  Also in attendance were Assistant
Deputy Minister John Kristensen and Director Fred
Moffatt from the Edmonton office of Parks &
Protected Areas Division.

Next on the program were the awards presentations.
As luck would have it, presentations were just getting
started when "POOF" the power went out all over
town!  In true parks fashion, we continued the
program by flashlight.  Naturally, as soon as the
awards presentations were completed and a portable
generator had been rounded up, on came the power!
The timing couldn’t have been better because, to
conclude the evening, Brian Keating from the Calgary
Zoo was back, this time with a captivating multimedia
presentation about his recent trip to the Antarctic.  As
anticipated, Brian's presentation was informative,
motivating and humorous.

On Sunday morning, those who didn't have an
opportunity to take in either of the Saturday tours had
one last chance to do so. 

The Volunteer Coordinating Committee would like to
extend its thanks to everyone who made this event
possible, including Brian Keating, Beach Recreation
Services, each of the award recipients in attendance
and, most of all, to the 130 volunteers who attended.◆

Brian Keating

Plan now to attend the 2002 Volunteer Conference
to be hosted at Cypress Hills Interprovincial

Park, on April 26, 27, 28.  Watch for registration
information available in the new year.



Campout
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2001 Volunteer Awards

Green Shield - Peter Sherrington & Des Allen 
It is with great pleasure that we recognize Des and Peter with our first
Green Shield Award for their outstanding work with the Raptor Migration
Project, capturing international attention.

Campground Host Hospitality
Carolyn & Ed Weymouth - For the remarkable improvement to visitor
enjoyment during their first year at Cross Lake Provincial Park.
Jeanne & Al Bossert - For their positive relationships with visitors, staff
and campground contractors during their service at Whitney Lakes Provincial Park since 1995.

PPA Achievement
Bill Scott - For his dedication in collecting valuable information used in avalanche forcasting.

Partnership Appreciation
Friends of Blackfoot - Celebrating the hard work and dedication in developing and ongoing operation
of the Cooking Lake/Blackfoot Interpretive Centre.
Venturer’s Society - Recognizing the tens of thousands of hours contributed in support of Kananaskis
Country and Fish Creek Provincial Park.

Steward Service Excellence
Red Deer River Naturalist Society - Presented to this group in recognition of ninety-five years at the
forefront of protecting and enhancing Alberta's environment.

Outstanding Individual Steward
DeSmet Family - Presented for the vision, tenacity and inspiration that lead to preservation and
appreciation of Halfmoon Lake Natural Area. 
Fred Korbut - In appreciation for his enthusiasm and passionate promotion of environmental
awareness in the Fort McMurray and Athabasca areas.

Outstanding Group Steward
Bruderheim Natural Area Society - For exemplifying how a relatively small group of committed,
dedicated people can significantly contribute to preservation of protected areas.

Volunteer Leadership
Sandra Myers - In recognition of her dedication, hardwork and advocacy over the past decade which
has directly attributed to the success and popularity of the Volunteer Steward Program.

Peter Sherrington and Des Allen
(L to R)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



1 - poor 3 - average 5 - excellent
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Your Evaluations of the Wabamun Weekend

Because we constantly strive to improve our volunteer
appreciation weekends, we asked the attendees to fill
out evaluation forms rating the different aspects of the
2001 Volunteer Banquet and Campout Weekend.  We
received 62 evaluation forms and the results below
indicate that participants were very satisfied with the
event.  Finding the right balance between all the many
different volunteer preferences and interests is
regularly a challenge, and the organizing committee is
happy to hear that they succeeded in delivering a
quality experience for you.

1 2 3 4 5 N/A Total

Information

Registration Package (Was the right information in it?) 2 2 6 21 30 1 62

Lead Time (Was notification early enough?) 1 5 15 39 1 61

Registration Desk (Were they informative and helpful?) 1 2 6 22 28 59

General

Chosen Dates (Is this the best time of year?) 1 7 25 28 1 62

Organization (Did the weekend activities 2 9 28 20 3 62

run smoothly)?

Scheduling of Events (Were you satisfied 2 13 24 19 4 62

with the scheduling?).

Friday Meet and Greet (A good start to the weekend?) 2 6 20 17 17 62

Saturday Evening (Did you enjoy yourself?) 2 12 40 7 61

Support Services

Site/Facilities (Did the location meet your needs?) 1 4 23 29 5 62

Accommodations (Were you satisfied 4 19 28 10 61

with the arrangements?)

Please Rate the Weekend Overall 8 29 21 4 62

It was our pleasure to host this year's event celebrating
the "International Year of the Volunteer" and through
your responses, we have heard how important it is for
volunteers to be provided any opportunity to learn and
interact.  Many of you provided great feedback within
the comment section including suggestions regarding
where we should consider to host future events.  We
will be sure to consider your input when planning for
our next event. ◆



Wagner Natural Area is truly a partnership project.
Management of day-to-day activities is the
responsibility of Public Lands of Sustainable Resource
Development. Community Development has
responsibility for the parks and protected areas
program, and coordinates the volunteer steward
program. Local volunteers from the Wagner Natural
Area Society act as stewards for the site, preserving its
natural state, promoting public awareness, and
maintaining its value as a resource for nature
education and research. 

Doug Horner, MLA for Spruce Grove - Sturgeon - St.
Albert said he is pleased that Wagner is in his
constituency, and commended the Wagner Natural
Area Society for its contributions. "You are providing
a valuable public service to area residents, visitors and
naturalists that is appreciated and valued," said
Horner.

Irl Miller, president of the society, and his volunteers
were on hand for tours and to unveil an orchid
painting created by St. Albert resident Rayma
Petersen. Poster reproductions of the painting will be
available for sale later this summer.  

"We are delighted with the expansion," said Miller.
"The additional acres are an integral part of the water
regime of Wagner. They contain a major portion of the
marl pond, a beaver dam and a catchment area for
surface water at the natural area."

Wagner Natural Area, located on the south side of the
Yellowhead Highway, just west of Edmonton city
limits, was obtained by the Alberta Government in
1971 and later designated as a natural area. ◆
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On June 26th, 2001, the
Wagner Natural Area
expanded to 541 acres (219
ha) in size with the addition
of 233 acres (94 ha). Gene
Zwozdesky, Minister of
Community Development, joined volunteers and
community representatives at the site today to mark
the expansion announcement.

"Wagner Natural Area contains diverse habitat, and the
expansion of the site to the south and east strengthens
the vital marl pond waterway system of the original
site," said Zwozdesky. "The addition of this land
ensures the future protection of ecological systems of
this natural area."

MLA Doug Horner, WNAS President Irl Miller,

Minister Gene Zwozdesky

(L to R)

Wagner Natural Area Expansion Protects Ecology of Marl Pond Waterway

Campground Hosts Hi-lights from Summer 2001

28 provincial parks and 8 provincial recreation areas had collectively 93
volunteers participate as Campground Hosts this summer
24 sites had their entire available season filled by Campground Host
placements
Campground Hosts averaged 43 hours/week
A total of 1026 weeks were committed to the Campground Host program by
volunteers
Campground Hosts contributed over 44, 000 hours in four months. WOW!!

•

•

•
•

•



Read the manual and listen to the cassette tape to
familiarize yourself with Alberta’s amphibians.
Choose a site or sites to survey.
Go out and listen for frog and toad calls, walk the
study site (optional) and record evidence of
amphibians (egg masses, tadpoles and/or adults).
Fill out the simple data sheets provided with the
manual and send them to us.

For more information, or to volunteer for data
collection, contact Lisa Takats, Alberta Amphibian
Monitoring Program, Alberta Conservation
Association, 7th Floor, O.S. Longman Building, 6909-
116 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, T6H 4P2; phone 780-
427-1249; or visit the "Amphibians of Alberta" web
site at
http://www3.gov.ab.ca/srd/fw/amphib/index.html. ◆
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Submitted by Lisa Takats
Coordinator
Alberta Amphibian Monitoring Program

Amphibian populations have declined all over the
world.  In Alberta, the endangered northern leopard
frog (Rana pipiens) is absent from much of its former
range and remaining populations are greatly reduced.
The Alberta Amphibian Monitoring Program provides
information on long-term population trends and
current distribution of amphibians in the province.
There are two components to the monitoring program:
volunteer data collection, and intensive site-based
monitoring (RANA, Researching Amphibian Numbers
in Alberta).

The volunteer program is quite successful.  In 1998,
142 volunteers submitted information to the program;
in 1999 the number increased to over 190 volunteers;
and in 2000, over 200 people volunteered for the
program.  All ten species of Alberta amphibians have
been recorded - tiger salamander (Ambystoma
tigrinum), long-toed salamander (Ambystoma
macrodactylum), plains spadefoot (Spea bombifrons),
boreal toad (Bufo boreas), great plains toad (Bufo
cognatus), Canadian toad (Bufo hemiophrys), boreal
chorus frog (Pseudacris maculata), Columbia spotted
frog (Rana luteiventris), wood frog (Rana sylvatica)
and northern leopard frog.  

Intensive site based monitoring is currently being
conducted at six sites: Beaverhill Lake (Beaverhill
Bird Observatory), Cypress Hills Provincial Park,
Kananaskis Country (through the University of
Calgary Field Station), Hinton (W.A. Switzer
Provincial Park), Lesser Slave Lake Provincial Park,
and Saskatoon Island Provincial Park.  

While a large part of the province has been sampled,
there are still many areas requiring surveys. How can
you get involved?  

Contact us for a free monitoring manual,
containing information on identification, ecology
and natural history of Alberta’s amphibians
(included with the manual are a cassette tape of
amphibian calls and a copy of our "Croaks and
Trills" newsletter).

Volunteers and Cooperation Key to Success of the 
Alberta Amphibian Monitoring Program

Northern Leopard Frogs
(photo by Lisa Takats)

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
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The co-operative efforts of the Saskatoon Mountain
Steward Committee, with representatives from various
environmental groups, government agencies, and the
county contributed to a very successful Family Fun Day
at Saskatoon Mountain Natural Area on June 17, 2001. 

It is the hope of the committee that increased awareness
of the area’s uniqueness will encourage better protection
of the site.  Approximately 120 people enjoyed hot dogs
and refreshments while participating in nature walks,
interpretive programs and family games. ◆

Saskatoon Mountain Awareness Day

Kids having fun, with no Nintendo in sight!
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