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Message from the Minister 
 

I am pleased to share the results of our engagement on the Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital 
Plan. The Act and Plan are two important government initiatives that will ensure our province is investing in the right 
infrastructure now and into the future. 

Now more than ever we are seeing the importance of strategic investment in our province’s infrastructure. Accelerating capital 
spending on infrastructure projects has been key to supporting our economy with recent impacts of COVID-19 and energy 
prices. These infrastructure investments ensure that our province is able to renew our valuable assets, deliver key public 
services, and keep Albertans working during times of economic downturn and uncertainty. 

Over the course of seven weeks between June and August, Albertans provided excellent insight on how government should 
improve capital planning in Alberta and plan for its future. We also received many written submissions with critical input from 
industry stakeholders, organizations and Albertans. The feedback was used to inform the development of the Infrastructure 
Accountability Act and to support long-term capital planning.  

I would like to offer a sincere thank you to everyone who participated in the engagement for the Infrastructure Accountability 
Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan. 

 

 

 

Prasad Panda 
Minister of Infrastructure 
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Executive summary 
 

Infrastructure is a key driver of Alberta’s economy, public services and government’s finances. 

The Infrastructure Accountability Act will support transparent and rigorous decision-making for infrastructure projects that 
make a real difference in the lives of Albertans every day, and support important jobs and services for our province. The 
Infrastructure Accountability Act legislates the development and publication on an ongoing basis of a 20-Year Strategic Capital 
Plan, which is intended to provide a high-level framework for future priority infrastructure over the next two decades.   

From June 22 through to August 10, 2020, government sought input from Albertans via an online survey. Respondents were 
asked to provide input on the current capital planning process and the proposed criteria used to prioritize infrastructure 
projects. In addition, we asked respondents how they think the province will change over the next 20 years and how we can 
strategically plan our infrastructure investments to meet the needs of Albertans in 2040 and beyond. What We Heard 
summarizes the key findings and themes from the survey responses. 

Through engagement, we learned that: 

• Many Albertans are not familiar with capital planning in Alberta and would like greater visibility and clarity of the process and 
overall framework. 

• Alberta’s capital planning framework should be legislated to increase transparency and accountability of decision-making, 
while maintaining flexibility to meet the evolving needs of Albertans in the future. 

• The criteria used to evaluate capital projects should be clearly defined, consistent, and in alignment with regional and 
municipal planning. 

• Government’s capital planning needs to act now to respond to several future trends that are certain to impact the way we 
build projects and deliver public services.  

• Current events have Albertans focused on today; and the decisions we make today will impact the future for years to come. 
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Background 

Context 
In order to meet growing demand for new infrastructure, maintain existing assets, and support critical jobs and services for 
Albertans, the Government of Alberta develops an annual Capital Plan that outlines its infrastructure priorities. The Capital 
Plan includes a list of government-funded projects that are selected through a government-wide process led by Alberta 
Treasury Board and Finance. Alberta’s Capital Plan is available to the public and is published as part of the budget each year.   

The Infrastructure Accountability Act will serve as a legislated governance framework for capital planning in Alberta, and will 
be used to guide government decision-making for the annual Capital Plan for Budget 2022 and beyond. The Act is a key piece 
of a larger government commitment to accountability and fiscal responsibility.   

Engagement for the Act and Plan took place over seven weeks between June and August 2020, at which time Albertans were 
adjusting to the impacts of COVID-19. The pandemic may have influenced the number of responses and the nature of the 
input, compelling respondents to think about virtual service delivery trends that are changing the way we plan for Alberta’s 
future infrastructure, programs, and services. 

Focus of engagement 
Engagement focused on collecting input to support the development of the Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year 
Strategic Capital Plan. The survey sought feedback on capital planning in Alberta, particularly in relation to governance and 
prioritization criteria used in decision-making. The survey also requested input on a number of potential future trends impacting 
infrastructure and service delivery over the next 20 years.  
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Engagement process 

Methodology  
The Government of Alberta received a total of 3,172 surveys from individuals responding to public and stakeholder surveys on 
alberta.ca from June 22 to August 10, 2020. The intent of the survey was to gather input on capital planning in Alberta, as well 
as long-term trends that are poised to impact the way Alberta plans and delivers capital projects. Feedback was solicited 
through multiple choice and long answer survey questions. The Government of Alberta also received 56 written submissions 
from Albertans and stakeholders. 

Throughout this document, percentages are rounded to the first decimal place. 

Limitations of data analysis 

Survey data indicated that a portion of the surveys were incomplete. This means that the survey was closed somewhere 
between hitting ‘Start’ and before reaching the final page. Data from incomplete surveys was still collected and analyzed for 
the purpose of this document. Of the total 3,172 survey responses, 1,134 were fully completed. 

Respondent profiles 

Demographics 

Of the total survey respondents: 

• 77 per cent responded on behalf of themselves; 
• 22 per cent responded on behalf of their organization; 
• 69 per cent of respondents live in the Calgary or Edmonton region; 
• 30 per cent of respondents live in northern, central, or southern regions; and 
• 0.5 per cent of respondents did not live in Alberta, and 0.5 per cent chose not to say. 

Sectors 

Respondents, whether individuals or organizations, were asked to identify the sector they represent, and were able to select 
multiple sectors as required. The greatest self-reported sector representation came from: 

• The community sector; selected 738 times. 
• The schools sector; selected 555 times. 
• The municipal government sector; selected 492 times. 

Sector Percentage of total respondents 

Community 17% 

Schools 12% 

Municipal government 11% 

Construction 8% 

Healthcare 6% 

Energy 6% 



 What we heard – Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan 

 8 
Classification: Public 

Sector Percentage of total respondents 

Transportation 5% 

Post-secondary 5% 

Technology 4% 

Provincial government 4% 

Agriculture 4% 

Public safety 3% 

Finance 2% 

Indigenous communities 1% 

Federal government 1% 

Other 9% 
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Survey results  

Infrastructure Accountability Act  
The survey asked Albertans to share what they knew about the Capital Plan in its current form, particularly in regards to its 
governance and processes. Respondents were asked to provide input on how a legislated framework would increase 
transparency and improve their understanding of capital planning in Alberta and how it works. The survey also sought input on 
the prioritization criteria used to evaluate proposed capital projects. Albertans were encouraged to rank proposed prioritization 
criteria based on how important they are for project decision-making. 

Q: What would you like to see legislated in regards to how the province develops the Capital Plan? 

In response to this question, 155 individual respondents filled in the long-answer textbox. Key highlights and themes 
throughout those responses include: 

 

• Transparency around funding levels 
• Improved reporting and project delivery milestones 
• Long-term, strategic planning that considers economic and global trends 
• Transparency around governance and processes 
• Publicly accessible information on decision-making processes 
• Greater engagement and collaboration with Albertans  

 
 
Q: How would legislating a capital planning governance framework benefit Albertans? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 What we heard – Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan 

 10 
Classification: Public 

 
Q: Which of the proposed prioritization criteria are most important for government to consider when evaluating potential capital 
projects to fund? 

Response Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3 

Health, safety and compliance: Does the project address 
risks to the health, safety or security of the public or staff 
and comply with federal or provincial legislation? 

54% 22% 24% 

Economic impacts: Does the project stimulate direct and 
/or indirect job creation or foster economic development 
and activity? 

37% 35% 28% 

Resilient communities: Does the project support resilient 
infrastructure to remove communities, social and 
environmental impacts, heritage considerations, and/or 
local conditions? 

30% 35% 35% 

Improved program and service delivery: Does the 
project improve government capacity to delivery services, 
provide or enhance services in a community or region, or 
solve functional problems or deficiencies limiting program 
delivery?  

28% 40% 32% 

Lifecycle costs and return on investment: Does the 
project consider the full life cycle costs when evaluating 
capital maintenance and renewal for existing buildings as 
well as new infrastructure or programs are proposed? 

23% 33% 44% 

Strategic alignment: Does the project support provincial 
strategic plans and government priorities? 

23% 37% 40% 

 

Q: How would legislating project prioritization criteria benefit Albertans? 
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Q: Do you have any suggestions for improving the proposed prioritization criteria? 

In response to this question, 82 individual respondents filled in the long-answer textbox. Key highlights and themes throughout 
those responses include: 

• Require asset management plans and lifecycle cost analyses 
• Consider the project’s impact on the wellbeing of Albertans, like increasing access to 

community, health, education, etc.  
• Factor in long-term alignment with current and future provincial priorities 
• Focus on jobs and building resilient communities 
• Prioritize cost-effective, feasible projects 
• Maintain and sustain existing infrastructure 

 

Summary and key findings 

Multiple choice and long-answer survey responses highlighted the need for greater transparency and accountability around 
capital planning in Alberta. When asked about capital planning in Alberta, 43 per cent of survey respondents said they were 
slightly familiar with annual Capital Plan, but did not know how it was developed. Only 4 per cent of respondents noted they 
had full knowledge of the Capital Plan and its development.  

The lack of awareness of Alberta’s capital planning process highlights the need for a legislated governance framework. 
Seventy-two per cent of respondents noted that a legislated framework is needed to provide more transparency and increase 
government accountability for how Capital Plan decisions are made.  

Long-answer responses highlighted a number of key considerations for improving capital planning in Alberta. Examples of key 
considerations include: 

• De-politicizing provincial planning and funding priorities. 

• Supporting needs-based funding with clearly defined benefits and proven outcomes.  

• Avoiding overly rigid legislation in order to adapt to the changing needs of Albertans in the future. 

• Clarifying the process and parties involved to achieve greater consistency. 
 

“A Capital Plan governance framework would provide a report card to Albertans to show where government needs to make 
adjustments and stay on plan.”  

- Survey respondent from the community sector 
 

Overall, there was agreement that a legislated governance framework and prioritization criteria would enhance the reputation 
of government and its accountability to Albertans. Many of the multiple choice and long-answer data collected circle back to a 
demand for greater transparency around capital planning in Alberta.   
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20-Year Strategic Capital Plan 
In addition to capital planning, the survey asked Albertans to weigh in on future trends that are poised to impact investments in 
infrastructure over the next 20 years. Respondents were asked to think beyond tomorrow, the next quarter, or even the next 
year and think about how the world is changing over the next few decades. Albertans were asked to indicate how significantly 
each trend should be incorporated in how government plans and delivers capital infrastructure according to the following 
categories from most to least urgent: 

1. Act Now: We need to act now to respond to this trend. 
2. Develop Strategies: We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 
3. Watch Carefully: We need to watch this trend carefully. 
4. Long-Term Radar: We need to keep this trend on our radar. 

 

Respondents were asked to rank 12 trends based on these categories, and could also choose if they were not important. All of 
the trends presented were categorized in the Act Now and Develop Strategies categories by respondents. Aggregate results 
are shown in the graph below. 

 

The results for each trend, both by aggregate and by sector, are presented over the next several pages.  

  

57%
51%

48% 47% 46%

39%
34%

45%
40%

34%
31%

26%

Potential Future Trends - Results
Develop StrategiesAct Now
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Virtual service delivery: Citizens are increasingly able to access government information and services online. Broadband 
accessibility, data security, and privacy are important for government to maintain while shifting from in-person to online 
services. As capabilities grow, government may use new tools and platforms to optimize processes, make data-driven 
decisions in real time, and design new products, services, and business models. For example, in early 2020, Alberta’s Court of 
Queen’s Bench began to use email filing for court documents and videoconferencing for some hearings.  

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 4% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 11% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 24% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend.1 57% 

I do not see this trend as important. 4% 

Don’t know 1% 

 
Results by sector: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

1 Note: Bolded lines indicate the highest frequency. 
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Health and safety of aging infrastructure: Globally, there is a rise of health and safety concerns around aging and 
inadequate infrastructure. For example, as Alberta’s infrastructure continues to age over the next 20 years, there will be a 
need to maintain our bridges, roads, drinking and waste water systems, etc. In 2019, the average age of buildings owned by 
Alberta Infrastructure (offices, courthouses, museums, etc.) was 43 years.  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 7% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 9% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 31% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 51% 

I do not see this trend as important. 2% 

Don’t know 1% 

 
 

Results by sector: 
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Improvements in building sustainability: We are seeing innovative approaches developed to improve the sustainability and 
cost effectiveness of our infrastructure, such as building with new materials, changing energy sources, and the rise of the 
circular economy. For example, building sustainably is key to ensuring the longevity and cost-effectiveness of Alberta’s 
infrastructure. In an effort to improve the sustainability of our province’s facilities we must consider key aspects, such as 
strategic planning and design, emerging technologies, adaptive reuse, superior materials, energy use and sources, operational 
efficiencies and other key areas.  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 8% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 12% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 27% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 48% 

I do not see this trend as important. 3% 

Don’t know 2% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Increasing need for resilient infrastructure: Infrastructure is a long-term investment that must be built to withstand decades 
of use, change, and natural elements. We also need to design infrastructure in a way that allows Alberta to respond effectively 
to emergencies. For example, over the next 20 years, Alberta is expected to see social and economic impacts due to natural 
hazards and crisis events (e.g. wildfires, floods, droughts, pandemics). What Infrastructure is needed to respond to these 
events?  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 6% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 11% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 33% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 47% 

I do not see this trend as important. 2% 

Don’t know 2% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Technology: There will be a multitude of technological advances in the next 20 years. These advancements may result in 
new or evolved building materials and properties that outperform conventional materials. Examples include smart technology 
and connectivity, 3D printing, artificial intelligence, digitization, onsite collaboration apps, and nanotechnology. For example, 
Alberta is home to world-renowned artificial intelligence research such as the Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute. Our 
technology sector is paving the way for new and innovative ways to not only build our infrastructure, but also deliver our 
services. 

 

Aggregate results:  

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 6% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 17% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 27% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 46% 

I do not see this trend as important. 2% 

Don’t know 1% 

 
 

Results by sector: 
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Globalization and international trade: Infrastructure players (government, investors, developers, etc.) are increasingly 
expanding their global networks to seek ways to attract investment, lower costs, improve accessibility, and increase the value 
of infrastructure through competition and innovation. Alberta is committed to building its competitive advantage for attracting 
capital and other investment. Opportunities to cultivate a competitive environment may include investing in economic hubs and 
corridors, reducing trade barriers, supporting economic diversification and investment in key growth sectors. 

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 7% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 18% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 27% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 39% 

I do not see this trend as important. 8% 

Don’t know 3% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Demographic shifts: There are growing gaps in economic opportunity and access to services in various demographics such 
as populations living in urban or rural areas or on reserve or off reserve. For example, more Albertans are anticipated to move 
into urban centres within the Edmonton-Calgary corridor than anywhere else in Alberta over the next 20 years. Rural Alberta 
generally does not have the same levels of internet access and services compared to urban areas. How could these shifts 
impact how and where the province invests in infrastructure to support economic viability and services for Albertans?  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 8% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 19% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 34% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 32% 

I do not see this trend as important. 6% 

Don’t know 2% 

 

 

Results by sector: 

  



 What we heard – Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan 

 20 
Classification: Public 

Aging population and workforce: The proportion of the population over 65 is increasing as life expectancy lengthens. For 
example, by 2040, the number of seniors in Alberta is expected to double. How could this impact the way our province builds 
facilities and delivers key services?  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 10% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 11% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 45% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 31% 

I do not see this trend as important. 3% 

Don’t know 1% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Increased funding pressure and financing gaps for infrastructure: Globally, the amount of funding required to provide 
adequate infrastructure far outweighs current funding projections. There is a growing need to fill these funding gaps and 
increase investment in infrastructure. By 2040, Alberta is expected to grow by more than 1.5 million people. Our province will 
need to come up with strategic and innovative ways to deliver necessary services to meet increasing demand while keeping 
spending under control. Alberta may approach this trend by partnering more with others to coordinate, fund, and deliver 
infrastructure at the best value for Albertans.  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 7% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 15% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 40% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 32% 

I do not see this trend as important. 5% 

Don’t know 1% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Bigger, more complex projects: As projects increase in size and complexity, they become inherently more demanding to 
deliver. The need for cooperation between many partners and collaborators can create opportunities and challenges for 
successful project completion. Many projects that the Government of Alberta invests in include several other partners and 
supporters, including those from the community, private sector, and other levels of government. It is common for federal 
infrastructure grant programs, such as the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program, to require a provincial and municipal 
cost-share for municipal projects.  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 8% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 17% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 34% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 32% 

I do not see this trend as important. 6% 

Don’t know 3% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Rise of the sharing economy: There is an increasing interest from individuals to rent or borrow goods rather than buy and 
own them. Think Airbnb, Uber, etc. Alberta’s future infrastructure should be built with flexibility and adaptability in mind to 
ensure that spaces can be shared and used optimally and innovatively.  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 13% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 20% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 31% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 22% 

I do not see this trend as important. 11% 

Don’t know 2% 

 
 

Results by sector: 
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Increased role of private funding and participation in public infrastructure: Historically, governments were the exclusive 
providers of public infrastructure. Due to financial crisis, lower tax revenues and high expenditures, governments are 
increasingly working with the private sector to fund infrastructure investments. For example, Alberta continues to explore 
strategies and approaches related to capital investment with partners, such as public private partnerships. Collaboration with 
the private sector is an opportunity to strategically fund, plan, design and deliver infrastructure, and provides access to 
information and expertise outside of the public sector.  

 

Aggregate results: 

Response Frequency 

We need to keep this trend on our long-term radar. 9% 

We need to watch this trend carefully. 19% 

We need to develop strategies now to inform future action. 26% 

We need to act now to respond to this trend. 23% 

I do not see this trend as important. 20% 

Don’t know 3% 

 

 

Results by sector: 
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Summary and key findings 

Survey results indicate that the majority of Albertans ranked all of the potential future trends in the Act Now and Develop 
Strategies categories.   

 

Act Now Develop Strategies 

1. Virtual service delivery 1. Aging population 

2. Health and safety of aging infrastructure 2. Increased funding pressure and financing 
gaps 

3. Building sustainability 3. Bigger, more complex projects 

4. Resilient infrastructure 4. Sharing economy 

5. Technology 5. Private funding in public infrastructure 

6. Globalization and international trade  

7. Demographic shifts  

 
 
Engagement results indicated that Albertans were in agreement with the potential future trends identified in the survey. None 
of the trends listed fell under the categories of Watch or Long-Term Radar, and were all perceived to be incoming with a high 
degree of certainty. Respondents were also asked about trends that they felt were missing from the survey. From the 3,000 
surveys collected, only a handful of additional trends were identified. These include:  

• Increasing cultural diversity and the need for cultural and social supports 

• Green infrastructure and environmental consciousness 

• Increasing need for community spaces and recreation infrastructure 

• Students staying in school longer, and the impact of the ‘gig’ economy 

• Emerging political trends and shifts 
 
Survey data shows that virtual service delivery was the trend with the highest degree of certainty and the most immediate 
impact, with 57 per cent of all respondents noting that government needs to act now to address this trend. This finding is likely 
influenced by the emergence of COVID-19 and the shift toward virtual delivery of programs and services.   
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Written submissions  
Written submissions were a way for industry, organizations and Albertans to provide input outside of the confines of the 
survey. Submissions were accepted from anyone. 

The Government of Alberta received 56 written submissions from Albertans and stakeholders with input for the Infrastructure 
Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan. Of those, Albertans representing themselves made 11 submissions and 
45 submissions were made on behalf of an organization. The submissions came from individuals and stakeholders from the 
following sectors: 

• Health 
• Education 
• Transportation 
• Post-secondary 
• Housing, culture and community 

• Municipal 
• Energy 
• Technology 
• Construction and industry 

 
 

Some of the more common recommendations from the written submissions include:  

Topic Highlighted recommendations 

Capital planning governance • Commit to predictable, stable funding 
• Establish clear methodology for project decision-making 
• Engagement with municipalities and Albertans as necessary 
• Create an arms-length agency to facilitate capital planning 

Prioritization criteria • Prioritize return on investment and lifecycle cost analysis 
• Consider health and wellbeing of Albertans 
• Clearly define established prioritization criteria 
• Invest in projects that foster regional development 

Future trends • Leverage public-private partnerships and alternative funding 
• Consider the impact of a lower carbon future 
• Invest in housing and supports for the aging population  

 

“Public infrastructure is an investment in the future prosperity of Alberta. Like all investments, they are rooted in the 
expectation that the enterprise will find a way to improve, innovate, and prosper over time.” – Ron Glen, CEO, 
Alberta Roadbuilders & Heavy Construction Association 
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Summary and key findings 

The written submissions provided insight on the key topics discussed throughout the survey, particularly in relation to the 
capital planning process and prioritization criteria. Most of the written submissions focused on current state, and provided 
insight on how government can adjust strategic capital planning now to set the stage for a better future. Respondents 
expressed that the long-term trends proposed in the survey are relevant and important for government to respond to and 
develop strategies to inform future action. Several submissions from organizations provided information on their capital 
priorities and strategic plans and advocated the importance of alignment across all orders of government.  

A number of themes identified in the written submissions corresponded with themes noted throughout the survey. These 
include:  

Health, safety and compliance as the top prioritization criteria. Survey results indicated that 54 per cent of respondents 
voted for ‘Health, Safety and Compliance’ as their top prioritization criteria. This was echoed in the written submissions, where 
six of the ten submissions that included a ranked list of criteria indicated ‘Health, Safety, and Compliance’ as their top criteria. 

Partnerships and alignment with municipalities. Both the long-answer survey responses and written submissions made 
multiple mention of the importance of engaging with municipalities and Albertans to align capital priorities. Respondents 
identified that this results in more strategic capital planning, and ensures that the right infrastructure is in place to serve the 
changing needs of Albertans over the next few decades. 

Emphasis on affordability and sustainability. Survey data indicated that building sustainability was the third highest trend 
that government needs to act now to address. Many of the written submissions also emphasized the importance of exploring 
funding strategies, like public-private partnerships and cost-sharing agreements, which may allow the province to build and 
maintain infrastructure at a more affordable cost to taxpayers.  
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What we heard 
 
Here’s what some Albertans had to say about the Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan: 

"We urge the Government develop the Infrastructure Accountability Act as a transformative means to ensure that Alberta 
plans, delivers, and maintains the most competitive infrastructure in North America. The Government’s proposed Capital 
Planning Criteria as proposed are a good first step." - Ken Gibson, Executive Director, Alberta Construction Association 

“Rural Municipalities of Alberta supports the Government of Alberta’s efforts to formalize and legislate capital planning 
governance processes through legislation. If properly developed and implemented, this has the potential to improve 
transparency, accountability, efficiency, and consistency of the capital planning process.” – Rural Municipalities of Alberta  

 “The Alberta Motor Transport Association supports legislative considerations that will increase the independence and 
expediency of capital planning decisions and the degree to which these decisions are informed by industry experience.” 
– Alberta Motor Transport Association 

 “We commend the government for this timely initiative. Well planned infrastructure has the advantage of greater utility. When 
planning also incorporates logic and flexibility, the results lend themselves to achieving greater value and greater growth.” 
– C2C2C Unity Corridor 

“We applaud the development of prioritization criteria and, in principle, agree with their importance.” – Martina Jileckova, CEO, 
Horizon Housing 

“We appreciate the possibility of increased transparency and accountability that the Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-
Year Strategic Capital Plan could bring to the infrastructure funding process. MacEwan believes these changes will lead to a 
better understanding of how capital project decisions are made, greater efficiencies throughout the system, and improved 
return on investment.” – Dr. Annette Trimbee, President and Vice-Chancellor, MacEwan University 

“Given the significant costs of building and maintaining capital projects, regardless of the financing approach taken, it would be 
beneficial for our province to develop and communicate clear methodology or criteria for selecting capital projects.” 
– Edward McCauley, President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Calgary 
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Conclusion 
 
Strategic investment in infrastructure is a critical part of Alberta’s plan to protect jobs and get our province back to work. The 
Infrastructure Accountability Act and 20-Year Strategic Capital Plan will support forward planning of infrastructure by acting as 
a blueprint to guide capital planning decisions now and in the future. 

Our government is pleased to share the results of this engagement and introduce the Act, and looks forward to introducing the 
Plan in the near future. Thank you to all those who took the time to take the survey and send in written responses. Your 
feedback is critical to the development of these key initiatives.  
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