
 
International Travel Final Report  
Minister Deron Bilous’ Mission to Silicon Valley, California 
June 15-23, 2017 
 
Overview:  
 
The Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade, led a 
mission to California on June 15 – 23, 2017.   
 
Minister Bilous met with a California-based virtual reality company in Los Angeles, 
attended the world’s largest global biotechnology convention where he met with 
multinational biopharmaceutical companies in San Diego, and met with 
Silicon Valley-based companies in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
 
The mission supported the Government of Alberta’s international priorities, including 
investment attraction, diversifying markets to strengthen the economy, preparing 
Albertans for success in the global community, and prioritizing government actions to 
take advantage of international opportunities in health innovation, and the information 
and communications technology sector (including artificial intelligence and virtual reality). 
 
The mission was successful in meeting its objectives as outlined below. 
 
Mission Objectives: 
 
1. Economic diversification  

• Profile Alberta’s continued commitment to diversify the economy, build the 
knowledge-intensive sector, and strengthen Alberta’s technology presence in the 
world. 

• Encourage foreign investment into Alberta through collaboration with Alberta small 
and medium-sized businesses, foundations, and research institutions.   

• Attract multinational biopharmaceutical and data analytic companies to  
co-develop health innovations with researchers and companies in Alberta, and 
leverage their expertise in technology development and commercialization. 
 

2. Build Alberta’s reputation as a global citizen  
• Promote Alberta at The Biotechnology Innovation Convention (BIO 2017) as a 

world-class destination for life sciences research, innovation, and 
commercialization. 

• Promote Alberta’s unique position as a jurisdiction with a health database for its 
4.2 million population that can be used to inform care practice and policy through 
evidence-informed decision making and address questions of joint importance to 
government and industry. 
 

3. Prepare Albertans for success in the global community  
• Connect Alberta companies and health research innovation experts to the 

commercial expertise of multinational biopharmaceutical companies, resulting in 
new research and commercialization opportunities. 
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• Provide Alberta companies and institutions with access to an expanded global 
market and supply chain, as well as access to capital.  

4. Investment attraction 
• Promote Alberta to investors in the San Francisco Bay Area, and encourage their 

expansion into the province.  
• Encourage the flow of talent into Alberta, as well as the use of Alberta’s talent by 

companies in the region. 
• Promote Alberta’s partnerships with multinational biopharmaceutical companies 

that are helping Alberta researchers and entrepreneurs create and market new 
products and discoveries. 

 
Below is an overview of the outcomes and information gathered. 
 
Results: 
 
A. BIO 2017 and Los Angeles Meetings 
 
BIO 2017 International Convention in San Diego is the world’s largest global biotechnology 
event (involving industry and governments from more than 70 countries), where Minister 
Bilous met with industry leaders of national and global companies, as well as senior 
government officials.   
 
This mission was built on Alberta’s reputation as a global citizen by highlighting Alberta’s 
position at the forefront of innovation, and enhancing global relationships with key 
multinational companies and organizations. The Alberta delegation met with several 
multinational biopharmaceutical companies to discuss areas of collaboration with Alberta. 
During the meetings, the Minister emphasized the predictability of the biopharmaceutical 
business environment in Alberta, and the process to create innovative health research 
collaborations between Alberta and industry. Alberta benefits greatly from these 
meetings, as they can lead to new investments and innovative solutions that address the 
health needs of Albertans.  
 
Meetings with Alberta’s established partners 
Throughout BIO 2017, Minister Bilous met with key multinational biopharmaceutical 
companies that have an existing health research and innovation partnership with Alberta. 
These meetings were held with: Johnson & Johnson (including JLABS), Servier Canada 
Inc. (Servier), AbbVie Corp., Pfizer Canada Inc., and Merck Canada Inc. (Merck). The 
overall goal of these meetings was to expand the current relationships by: 
• identifying new areas of collaboration that align with the commercial interest of these 

partners and the health innovation strengths and priorities of our province, ultimately 
leading to new health innovations being developed in Alberta; and  

• securing future investments into our province from these multinational companies, 
and making links between Alberta’s health innovation ecosystem and the 
commercialization expertise of these companies.  

 
Meetings with Alberta’s emerging partners 
During BIO 2017, Minister Bilous met with several multinational biopharmaceutical 
companies with the aim to build new collaborative opportunities with our province. These 
meetings were held with presidents and senior executives of Biogen Canada Inc., 
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Boehringer Ingelheim Canada Inc., AstraZeneca Canada Inc., and Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc. At these meetings, Minister Bilous showcased:  
• Alberta’s health research and innovation capacity, infrastructure and strengths that 

were relevant to each potential industry partner; 
• Alberta’s collaborative health innovation environment; and 
• Alberta’s health system and innovation environment as an ideal place for 

development, testing and validation of health technologies, and applying these 
innovations to improve patient outcomes for Albertans and patients globally.   

 
Minister Bilous met with EON Reality Inc., Los Angeles, a virtual reality company 
interested in creating an interactive digital centre in Alberta. He will introduce this 
company to Alberta Innovates’ CEO, Laura Kilcrease, for further discussion of this 
opportunity. 
 
Investment Attraction 
Two Medical device companies expressed strong interest in opening up offices in 
Alberta: 
• Mobile Sense Technologies (US) 
• Todos Medical (Israel) 

 
Upon returning to Alberta, Economic Development and Trade (EDT) set up conference 
calls with the companies and engaged stakeholders from Alberta’s innovation system. 
EDT will be using the Global Buyer’s Program component of the Alberta Export 
Expansion Package to bring the Co-Founder of Mobile Sense Technologies to Alberta to 
find a space for their headquarters, manufacturing centres for their technology and to 
identify Alberta graduates for their engineering positions. 
 
Government and industry associations 
Minister Bilous had several opportunities to meet with government and industry 
organizations during BIO 2017: 
• BioAlberta, Alberta’s life sciences association, organized an industry roundtable with 

member companies of Innovative Medicines Canada, a national pharmaceutical 
industry group. During the roundtable, a discussion was held on the issues that 
industry is facing in Alberta and how to improve Alberta’s business environment in 
order to drive further industry collaboration with our province. EDT and Health signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with these two organizations, which established a 
new relationship to explore future collaborations in Alberta. 

• Minister Bilous met with the Premier of Queensland, Australia, at the Queensland VIP 
Reception, where they discussed joint opportunities between Queensland and 
Alberta. The discussions focused on energy and environmental stewardship, health, 
and how to leverage the complementary strengths between both jurisdictions to 
enhance research and innovation in these areas. Minister Bilous proposed that lead 
staff from the respective jurisdictions plan a face-to-face visit in Alberta or Queensland 
to advance these discussions. A follow-up discussion with Queensland officials 
occurred on July 28. 

• Minister Bilous attended the Gowling WLG networking lunch, where he met with the 
following elected officials from other Canadian provinces: 
− Honourable Gaétan Barette, Quebec Minister of Health and Social Services;  
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− Honourable Reza Moridi, Ontario Minister of Research, Innovation and Science;  
− Honourable Heath MacDonald, Prince Edward Island Minister of Economic 

Development and Tourism; 
− Her Worship Bonnie Crombie, Mayor of Mississauga;  
− Her Worship Linda Jeffrey, Mayor of Brampton; and  
− His Worship Don Iveson, Mayor of Edmonton. 
During this event, participants discussed the federal innovation agenda and the recent 
supercluster announcement, as well as ideas about growing the life sciences sector in 
Canada and improving competitiveness. 

• Minister Bilous attended the Quebec reception, “Rendez-Vous Quebec,” during BIO 
2017, hosted by the Honourable Gaétan Barrette, Quebec Minister of Health and 
Social Services.  

• Mayor Don Iveson and Minister Bilous met with the Mayor of the City of San Diego to 
discuss San Diego’s experiences in developing the region’s strong technology 
sectors, as well as opportunities for collaboration in innovation and technology 
commercialization between San Diego and Alberta. 

 
Events, speeches and site visit 
• Minister Bilous spoke at the opening of the Canadian Pavilion during the BIO 

convention on June 20, 2017, emphasizing the benefits of doing business in Alberta 
and highlighting Alberta biotechnology partnerships such as the Johnson & Johnson / 
Alberta Health Innovation Partnership (JAHIP) and JLABS POD @ Alberta. Other 
speakers included the Honourable Gaétan Barette, Quebec Minister of Health and 
Social Services; the Honourable Reza Moridi, Ontario Minister of Research, 
Innovation and Science; and the Honourable Heath MacDonald, Prince Edward Island 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. 

• Minister Bilous spoke at the Canadian Pavilion at a separate event on June 20, 2017, 
to announce the Alberta Merck Innovation in Health Fund, a collaboration between the 
Government of Alberta, Merck Canada Inc., and the University Hospital Foundation. 
This $3.74 million collaboration will help to establish a Merck-sponsored health 
incubator at TEC Edmonton and support research projects in oncology, 
neurosciences, cardiometabolics, as well as healthcare cost reduction studies. 

• During the Alberta Reception hosted by BioAlberta on June 20, 2017, Minister Bilous 
announced the Servier Alberta Innovation in Health Fund (SAIHF), a $1.7 million 
collaboration between Servier, the University Hospital Foundation, and EDT, focused 
on accelerating health innovations in cardiology, diabetes, neurosciences, and 
oncology. He also highlighted current health innovation partnerships, including JAHIP, 
the new Merck collaboration, and the Alberta Transplant Health Innovation Fund with 
Astellas Pharma Canada Inc. 

• An Alberta Pharmaceutical company (Pacylex) was selected as one of the few 
Canadian companies to compete in the “Coast to Coast” pitch competition hosted by 
BIOTECanada. Ryan Heit of Pacylex won the competition and was awarded a spot to 
pitch to dragons at the Investor event in Whistler in the fall of 2017. 

 
Overall, Minister Bilous’ activities at BIO 2017 and in Los Angeles with his provincial and 
federal counterparts, and decision-makers from the world’s largest biopharmaceutical 
companies were high-impact and targeted. Representatives from Alberta Health, the City 
of Edmonton, deans of medical faculties from the University of Alberta and University of 
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Calgary, the University Hospital Foundation, Alberta Innovates, and TEC Edmonton, also 
participated in meetings where appropriate 
 
B. Silicon Valley/San Francisco Bay Area Meetings 
 
Immediately following BIO 2017, Minister Bilous travelled to San Jose, California to 
promote Alberta’s investment opportunities and to expand the Alberta network in Silicon 
Valley.   
 
Apart from his meeting with InfoSys, during the entire Silicon Valley program he was 
joined by Edmonton Mayor Don Iveson; representatives from Edmonton Economic 
Development Corporation; and the Executive Director of the Alberta Machine 
Intelligence Institute (AMII) at the University of Alberta. Calgary Economic Development 
joined Minister Bilous at two venture capital meetings, and University Hospital 
Foundation representatives participated in the meeting with Hitachi Data Systems. 
 
Venture Capital Meetings 
• Minister Bilous met with two San Francisco-based venture capital firms: AgFunder 

and Azure Capital partners. 
• AgFunder was founded by a graduate of the University of Calgary and is focused 

exclusively on opportunities with agriculture and agri-technology start-up 
companies. They have not secured any projects in Alberta, however, their 
participation at the Stampede Investment Forum will help inform them of 
opportunities in the province. 

• Azure Capital Partners has received funding from the Alberta Enterprise 
Corporation; and now the company has an office in Calgary. With more than US 
$750 million under active management, the company focuses on early-stage 
technology companies with assets that are transformative in nature. 

 
Technology Companies 
• InfoSys is an India-based global information technology firm that provides consulting 

and outsourcing services to many leading firms in the US and internationally.  
− InfoSys has been aggressively seeking to demonstrate their value to the US 

economy by opening offices in Indiana, and are actively scouting locations for 
additional offices.  

− They currently have an office in Toronto, but are interested in a western 
Canadian office that could service the domestic market, and potentially clients in 
the Pacific Northwest. The abundance of reasonably-priced, high-quality office 
space in Calgary is appealing to the company. 

• Hitachi is a Japanese-based multinational corporation with capacity across a wide 
variety of sectors and industries. The conversation with Hitachi focused on 
Edmonton’s Health City initiative.  
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− With the perspective that ‘data is the new oil,’ they are keen to engage with 
jurisdictions adopting open data models, that will help facilitate the development 
of healthdata analytics technologies that can play a role in improving patient 
outcomes. 

• Intuit is a developer of financial management and tax software that previously had a 
significant presence in Edmonton. With an office of approximately 100 people, the 
discussions focused on rebuilding a more sizeable presence in the province. 
− Intuit was particularly interested in partnership opportunities with AMII and the 

University of Alberta, as their future business opportunities will rely heavily on 
artificial intelligence. AMII and Intuit will continue discussions to identify projects 
they could collaborate on. 

• Electronic Arts (EA) is the parent company of Edmonton-based video game 
developer BioWare. As one of the leading game developers in the industry, EA has 
a global presence and significant operations in Vancouver and Montreal. 
− While the company’s investment decisions appear to be heavily influenced by 

tax concessions, there was significant interest in a number of attributes present 
in Alberta, including: a focus on reducing gender bias (the company wants to get 
more women into gaming and the gaming industry); a focus on a primary 
education curriculum that prepares students to enter the technology workforce; 
and a deep interest in machine learning and artificial intelligence capabilities. 

 
 
Delegation: 
The Government of Alberta delegation included: 
• Honourable Deron Bilous 
• Emily-Anne Paul, Chief of Staff to Minister Bilous  
• Tristan Sanregret, Executive Director, EDT (San Jose / San Francisco) 

 
Final Itinerary for Minister Bilous: 
 
Date Event 
Thursday, June 15 Depart Edmonton for Los Angeles 

Friday, June 16 Meetings with virtual reality and biotechnology companies 

Saturday, June 17 Depart for San Diego 

Private time at own expense 

Sunday, June 18 – 
Wednesday, June 
21, 2017 

BIO 2017 

Industry roundtable with BioAlberta and Innovative Medicines 
Canada 

Alberta multi-stakeholder meeting 

Roundtable with elected officials from other Canadian 
jurisdictions 

Speaking at Canadian Pavilion opening 
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Date Event 
Meetings with biotech and pharmaceutical companies 

Speaking at Alberta medical schools reception and Alberta 
reception (hosted by BioAlberta) 
Meeting with San Diego’s mayor and Economic Development 
Corporation 

Wednesday, June 
21, 2017 

Travel to San Jose, California 

Thursday, June 22, 
2017 

Meetings with technology, software, agri-tech, venture capital 
companies 
Canadian Consulate reception for Alberta delegation 

Friday, June 23, 
2017 

Meet with video gaming company 

Depart for Edmonton 

 
Significant Speeches/Presentations: 
 

• Speech at the opening of the Canadian Pavilion at the BIO 2017 Exhibition, San 
Diego, California, on June 20, 2017. 

• Speech to announce the Alberta Merck Innovation in Health Fund at the BIO 2017 
Exhibition in San Diego, California, with Merck Canada Inc. and University 
Hospital Foundation on June 20, 2017. 

• Speech at the BIO 2017 Alberta Reception (hosted by BioAlberta) in San Diego, 
California on June 20, 2017. 

• Speech during the California Mission Reception at the Official Residence of the 
Consul General, San Francisco, California, on June 22, 2017. 

 
News Releases/Communiques: 
 

June 15, 2017 
Minister Bilous leads biotech mission to California 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=47118C5DB87E8-9240-1FFE-
D47EC24CF7332D9A 

 
June 21, 2017 
Partnerships to turn Alberta research into business 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=47154FE6FDE90-D008-48CB-
A559683262075B23 

 
  

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=47118C5DB87E8-9240-1FFE-D47EC24CF7332D9A
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=47118C5DB87E8-9240-1FFE-D47EC24CF7332D9A
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=47154FE6FDE90-D008-48CB-A559683262075B23
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=47154FE6FDE90-D008-48CB-A559683262075B23


 
 

Page 8 

 
International Travel Final Expenses 

(Part of the Final International Travel Report and posted as part of this Report as well as posted 
separately on the same site to ensure expenses are visible on the main page of the link)  

 
*For multi-departmental missions, ensure each department’s costs are included and noted 
separately in their own chart and posted on each department’s website (i.e. the same information 
should be posted on all participating department’s websites)  
 
Expenditures by Participants  Amount 
Travel (includes airfare, airport service fees, ground transportation costs, 
including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains, buses as well as mileage to/from 
airport or taxis to/from airport in Alberta, including any cancellation fees) 
 

5,953.52 

Accommodation (room charges and related taxes, including any 
cancellation fees) 
 

7,671.94 

Meals (includes restaurant bills and tips, meals on hotel bills, per diem meal 
claims, share of group meals or working sessions) 
 

2,113.15 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes cell phone rental charges, 
incremental costs for all electronic devices such as roaming charges for cell 
phones, iPads and costs associated with communications such as the costs 
incurred for media call-backs, conference/registration fees, including 
cancellation fees, fax and internet charges, passport and visa fees, medical 
and inoculation fees, laundry and dry cleaning, baggage handling, out-of-
country per diems, and other sundry expenditures) 
 

825.44 

Sub-Total $16,564.05 
General Mission Expenditures  
 

Amount 

Receptions and Hosting (receptions, luncheons, dinners, and events that 
are hosted by the Government of Alberta that are specific to the mission and 
include meeting related costs for room rental, room rental for hosted events, 
food, beverages, catering staff, service charges, entertainment, flowers) 
 

12,514.51 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes translation of documents fees, 
publications, shipping charges, gifts purchased specifically for mission, 
Canadian Embassy/High Commission/Consulate charges for services 
provided to the GOA) 
 

0.00 

Sub-Total 12,514.51 
Total Costs $29,078.56 

 
 
 


