
 
International Travel Final Report  
Minister Deron Bilous 
Mission to United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
November 11 – November 19, 2017 
 
Overview:  
The Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade, travelled 
to Abu Dhabi and Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE), to attend the Abu Dhabi 
International Petroleum Exhibition Conference (ADIPEC) and meet with government 
officials to discuss further opportunities for Alberta in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) regions. 
 
Mission Objectives: 
The mission was successful in meeting its objectives, as outlined below.  
• Strengthen relationships and advocate for Alberta business access within the UAE, 

diversify the economy and open markets for Alberta companies.  
• Retain and expand desired investment in traditional assets and advocate for an 

increased capital flow on diversification opportunities within our province.  
• Discuss future Memoranda of Understandings (MOUs) to formalize relationships that 

will open opportunities for trade and investment activity with organizations in the 
UAE. 

 
Results: 
Minister Bilous led a delegation of more than 50 Alberta companies interested in 
expanding trade thought the region. It was an opportunity for Minister Bilous to network 
with active partners in the market and with Alberta companies.  
 
Minister Bilous participated in the ADIPEC Ministerial Panel: Energy Dynamics 
“Exceeding Expectations and International Frameworks for Cooperation”, where he 
highlighted the importance for Alberta to create strong global relationships and 
partnerships between oil producing and consuming countries.  
 
During ADIPEC, Minister met with His Excellency Masud Housain, Canadian 
Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates. Ambassador Housain provided a general 
overview of the UAE including insights on the UAE government, national oil companies, 
and the diversification efforts of both Abu Dhabi and Dubai. In addition, he offered 
thanks for leading the delegation of Alberta companies to ADIPEC and provided 
additional information on Canadian companies that do business throughout the greater 
GCC regions.   
 
Minister Bilous and the delegation had the honour of meeting with the Minister of 
Energy in the United Arab Emirates, who also has links to Calgary-based TAQA North 
and Nova Chemicals. The meeting presented an opportunity for investment retention 
and expansion of existing investment in our province, as well as expressing 
appreciation for UAE continued investment, despite a challenging economic 
environment. Valuable market insights were shared about specific organizations that 
may be future investors in our province, and how Alberta can continue to build a 
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mutually beneficial relationship with the UAE, strengthening trade and investment 
linkages.  
 
Additional meetings at ADIPEC included the Egyptian Minister of Petroleum,  
Tarek El-Molla, Algerian oil and gas giant Sonatrach, and Sanjiv Singh, the Chairman of 
the Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (OICL). Alberta companies and the province of Alberta 
were positioned as having desirable expertise in energy supplies and services. 
Discussions centered on major Egyptian companies that will look to visit Alberta in the 
next 12 months, and joint projects to expand trade relationships centered on major 
market events. An invitation was also extended for Minister Tarek El-Molla and 
Chairman Sanjiv Singh to attend the 2018 Global Petroleum Show to further explore 
trade and investment linkages between the regions.  
 
In Abu Dhabi, the delegation met with His Excellency Saif Mohammed Al Hajeri, 
Chairman of Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development (DED), to discuss a 
future MOU on further collaboration between the jurisdictions. A commitment was made 
to develop and sign an MOU in the next two years. DED is committed to furthering 
economic links to Alberta in the areas of petrochemicals, aviation, agriculture, food, and 
education. Abu Dhabi has similar interests to Alberta in the areas of economic 
diversification and expanding trade and investment linkages. All of these areas will form 
the basis to develop key deliverables and activities within a future MOU.   
 
The meeting with the Consul General of Canada in Dubai was important in determining 
opportunities for Alberta in the region. The Government of Alberta’s frequent presence 
in the market would maintain and strengthen relationships, communicate Alberta’s 
strategic direction to stakeholders, and ensure awareness of opportunities, challenges 
and trends in the Middle East. The UAE is deeply relationship-based and home to some 
of the largest and most active capital pools in the world. These funds are particularly 
focused on creating long-term value for the companies and regions that they invest in, 
but competition to attract investment from the organizations deploying the money is 
fierce.  
 
Meetings were held with the two major airline carriers in the UAE. International 
passenger flights and cargo routes are key to global trade and investment. Alberta is 
committed to working with our federal partners to broaden international flight access 
and ensure that Alberta businesses have the tools and access they need to successfully 
compete in today’s global market.  
 
Supporting Alberta’s agricultural sector is also critical, and the meeting with Al Ghurair 
Foods resulted in a stronger understanding of future needs of consumers in the UAE 
and how Alberta can play a role in addressing issues of food security in the region. A 
dialogue was opened with the CEO of the industrial and foods division, and an invitation 
was extended to Al Ghurair to visit Alberta to look at potential investment opportunities. 
 
Delegation: 
• Honorable Deron Bilous, Minister, Economic Development and Trade (EDT)  
• Heather Mack, Chief of Staff to Minister Bilous 
• Dennis Schultz, Chief of Staff to Deputy Minister, EDT 
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Final Itinerary: 
 
Date Event 
Saturday - Sunday, 
November 11-12, 2017 

• Travel to Abu Dhabi  

Monday, November 13 • Meet with His Excellency Masud Housain, Canadian 
Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates  

• Meet company officials 
• Attend Abu Dhabi International Petroleum Exhibition 

and Conference (ADIPEC) Awards of Excellence in 
Energy 2017 

Tuesday, November 14 • Panelist at the ADIPEC Ministerial Panel: Energy 
Dynamics “Exceeding Expectations and International 
Frameworks for Cooperation” 

• Meet government and company officials 
• Opening Remarks at the Canadian Business Council 

Event 
Wednesday, November 15 • Meet with UAE government officials 

• Travel to Dubai 
Thursday, November 16 • Meet with Mr. Emmanuel Kamarianakis, Consul 

General of Canada in Dubai 
• Meet with company officials 

Friday, November 17 • Meet with Alberta-based companies  
Saturday, November 18 • Personal Day  
Sunday, November 19 • Return to Canada 

 
 
Significant Speeches/Presentations: 
• Minister Bilous – Panelist at the ADIPEC Ministerial Panel: Energy Dynamic 

“Exceeding Expectations and International Frameworks for Cooperation” in  
Abu Dhabi, UAE on November 14, 2017. 

• Minister Bilous – Opening Remarks at the Canadian Business Council Evening 
Networking Event in Abu Dhabi, UAE on November 14, 2017.  
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News Releases/Communiques: 
• Increasing access to international market – November 10, 2017 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=489488E608B90-AFCD-DFD2-
EB33E2B0CD871E4B 

• Abu Dhabi, Alberta in bid to boost bilateral trade 
http://m.gdnonline.com/details.html?id=294513 

• Notes from the Dome : Alberta in the Middle East, Bill 24 memories,  
November 16, 2017 
http://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/notes-from-the-dome-alberta-in-the-
middle-east-bill-24-memories 

• Abu Dhabi, Alberta join hands for trade improvement, November 19, 2017 
http://menafn.com/1096110807/Abu-Dhabi-Alberta-join-hands-for-trade-
improvement 

• International cooperation focus between oil and gas producers and consumers at 
ADIPEC, November 15, 2017 
http://www.oilreviewafrica.com/exploration/exploration/international-cooperation-
focus-between-oil-and-gas-producers-and-consumers-at-adipec 
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International Travel Final Expenses 
(Part of the Final International Travel Report and posted as part of this Report as well as posted 

separately on the same site to ensure expenses are visible on the main page of the link)  
 

*For multi-departmental missions, ensure each department’s costs are included and noted 
separately in their own chart and posted on each department’s website (i.e. the same 
information should be posted on all participating department’s websites)  
 
Expenditures by Participants  Amount 
Travel (includes airfare, airport service fees, ground transportation costs, 
including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains, buses as well as mileage to/from 
airport or taxis to/from airport in Alberta, including any cancellation fees) 
 

$11,052.60 

Accommodation (room charges and related taxes, including any 
cancellation fees) 
 

$6,076.41 

Meals (includes restaurant bills and tips, meals on hotel bills, per diem meal 
claims, share of group meals or working sessions) 
 

$700.67 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes cell phone rental charges, 
incremental costs for all electronic devices such as roaming charges for cell 
phones, iPads and costs associated with communications such as the costs 
incurred for media call-backs, conference/registration fees, including 
cancellation fees, fax and internet charges, passport and visa fees, medical 
and inoculation fees, laundry and dry cleaning, baggage handling, out-of-
country per diems, and other sundry expenditures) 
 

$5,266.14 

Sub-Total $23,095.82 
General Mission Expenditures  
 

Amount 

Receptions and Hosting (receptions, luncheons, dinners, and events that 
are hosted by the Government of Alberta that are specific to the mission and 
include meeting related costs for room rental, room rental for hosted events, 
food, beverages, catering staff, service charges, entertainment, flowers) 
 

$1,628.03 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes translation of documents fees, 
publications, shipping charges, gifts purchased specifically for mission, 
Canadian Embassy/High Commission/Consulate charges for services 
provided to the GOA) 
 

$2,000.00 

Sub-Total $3,628.03 
Total Costs $26,723.85 
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