
 

 PROFILE 

Capital:  Kuwait City 

Population:  3.9 million (2012 est.) 

Language:  Arabic (official), English 
widely spoken. 

Government:  Constitutional Emirate. 

Head of State:  Amir Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-Jaber al-Sabah (since January 29, 
2006). 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister 
Jaber al-Mubarak al-Hamad al-Sabah 
(since December 4, 2011). 

Currency:  $1 CAN = 0.29 Dinar 
(KWD) (2011). 

GDP:  $176.7 billion USD (2011 est.). 

GDP (PPP):  $155.5 billion USD (2011 
est.). 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):  $42,200 USD 
(2010 est.). 

GDP growth rate:  8.2% (2011 est.). 

Inflation:  5.6% (2011). 

Unemployment:  2.1% (2011). 

Key Industry Sectors:  petroleum, 
petrochemicals, cement, shipbuilding 
and repair, water desalination, food 
processing and construction materials. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Since its independence in 1961, 
Kuwait has held regular 
parliamentary elections.  

 Canada was the fourth largest non-
Arab contributor to the coalition that 
liberated Kuwait following the Iraqi 
invasion in 1990, providing a naval 
squadron, an augmented F-18 
squadron and a field hospital. 

 In 2005, Kuwaiti female citizens 
receive the right to vote and run for 
election.  In May 2009, four Kuwaiti 
women were elected to its National 
Assembly. 

 Due to a budget surplus generated 
from oil prices, Kuwait survived the 
economic crisis that began in 2008, 
and in 2009 it posted its eleventh 
consecutive budget surplus. 

 In Kuwait, there is no tax on the 
income of individuals, and tax on 
nationals is limited to zakat 
(charitable) deductions. 

 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 Kuwait has allocated some 50 
scholarships for university studies in 
Canada, and interest is growing in 
Canada as a destination of choice 
for post-secondary education. 

 

 

 

 

 There has been a mutually-
supportive pattern of political 
cooperation between Canada and 
Kuwait, based largely on a 
commonality of views and interests. 

 The Government of Kuwait, through 
the Kuwaiti Embassy in Canada, 
began to award a Liberation of 
Kuwait Medal in 2006 to Canadian 
soldiers who served in the first Gulf 
War. 

 The Government of Alberta has sent 
several trade missions to Kuwait in 
recent years, including a mission 
led by the Minister of International 
and Intergovernmental Relations in 
January 2011.  

 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Ongoing opportunities exist for 
Alberta companies in: 

o Agriculture 

o Food and Beverages 

o Building Products and 
Construction Services 

o Education 

o Health Industries 

o Oil and Gas Equipment and 
Services 

o Service Industries and Capital 
Projects 
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Between 2007 and 2011, Alberta’s 
annual exports to Kuwait 
averaged $27.09 million CDN, 
including machinery, iron and 
steel products, electrical 
machinery, and precision 
instruments.  

 During the same period, Alberta’s 
annual direct imports from Kuwait 
averaged approximately $452,700 
CDN and included such items as 
steel and iron products, electrical 
machinery and books. This figure 
does not include goods sold in 
Alberta that arrived via 
distribution hubs in other 
provinces.  

 The Kuwait National Assembly 
passed a law in 2007, setting the 
foreign corporate tax rate at a flat 
15%, to attract more foreign 
investment. The foreign corporate 
tax rate previously ranged from 
0% to 55%. 

 

ENERGY 

 Kuwait ranks 6th worldwide with 
its 101.5 billion barrels (bbl) in 
proven oil reserves, Alberta is 3rd 
with 171.8 billion barrels (January 
2011). 

 In 2009, Kuwait was the world’s 
10th largest oil producer, with 2.5 
million barrels per day (bpd).  

 Kuwaiti officials have committed 
to increasing oil production to 4 
million bpd by 2020.  

 Petroleum accounts for nearly half 
of GDP, 95% of export revenues, 
and 95% of government income 
for Kuwait.  

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 In 2009-2010, some 2900 
students were enrolled in locally 
developed Arabic language 
programs in Alberta schools. In 
addition to the 910 students in 
Arabic bilingual programs (grades 
1-7) in Edmonton and Fort 
McMurray, just over 2000 students 
in two public jurisdictions, one 
charter school and two private 
schools in Alberta were enrolled in 
the Arabic Language and Culture 
program, receiving second 
language instruction.  

 
COMMUNITY 

 CKER-FM broadcasts across 
Alberta in many different 
languages, including Arabic.  

 While there are very few Albertans 
of Kuwaiti descent, there are 
38,000 of Arab origin. 

 

RECENT VISITS 

 January 2011:  The Honourable 
Iris Evans, Alberta Minister of 
International and 
Intergovernmental Relations, led a 
mission to the Middle East to 
strengthen economic ties with 
Alberta, and met with key business 
and government leaders in Kuwait. 

 March 2007:  His Excellency 
Musaed A. Al-Haroun, Ambassador 
of Kuwait, visited Alberta. 

 October 2006:  Visit of Kuwait 
Minister of Higher Education, 
Honourable Adel Tabtabae. 

 March 2006:  Ambassador Musaed 
A. Al-Haroun was hosted by 
Minister Stelmach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Kuwait’s Ambassador to Canada 
is His Excellency Ali Hussein 
Saleh Al-Sammak. 

 Canada’s Ambassador designé to 
Kuwait is Mr. Doug George.  

 

For more information, contact: 
Alberta International and Intergovernmental 
Relations 
Tel: 780-427-6543  Fax: 780-427-0699 
www.albertacanada.com 


