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ENR Number T/38
International Standard
Book Number 0-86499-067-7

Originally published in 1977 under the title
A Policy for Resource Management of the
Eastern Slopes,

NOTE:
A Policy for Resource Management of the
Eastern Slopes, Revised 1984 applies to lands
and resources vested in the Crown in right of
Alberta. Neither the Eastern Slopes Policy, nor
any of the plans developed pursuant to that
policy, is intended to apply to privately owned
land.

Additional copies of this report may be obtained
from:
Information Centre
Alberta Energy and Natural Resources
1st Floor, Bramalea Building
9920 - 108 Street
Edmonton, Alberta
T5K 2M4
(403) 427-3590
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PREFACE
A Policy for Resource Management of the Eastern Slopes, published in 1977, provided for a

range of opportunities in the region in keeping with the provincial social, economic and
environmental goals of the day. Since its introduction, the policy has served as the regional base for
an active program and more detailed sub-regional planning designed to deliver the benefits of the
area to all Albertans.

During the past several years, the administrative aspects of the policy have been reviewed in
detail and certain revisions have been made in order to keep the policy current and consistent

The 1984 revision is intended to reflect the realities of the economic situation in Alberta, and to
provide for the maximum delivery of the full range of values and opportunities in this important
region. Given the high scenic and recreation values of the area, particular emphasis is placed on the
need for the development of a strong tourist industry in the region during the next two decades. Such
development must rely heavily on the private sector for success.

The policy presents the Government of Alberta's resource management policy for the public
lands and resources within the region. It is intended to be a guide to resource managers, industry
and publics having responsibilities or interests in the area rather than a regulatory mechanism.
Resource potentials and opportunities for development are identified with a view to assisting in the
economic progress of Alberta. The policy is sufficiently flexible so that all future proposals for land
use and development may be considered. No legitimate proposals will be categorically rejected.
Should a proposal not be in keeping with the provisions of the policy for that area, alternative means
will be explored for accommodating the proposal in a more appropriate location in the region.

The on-going integrated resource plans will make the policy work - to provide opportunities
and stimulate economic growth and security while maintaining the key watershed and recreation
values of the area.

I am confident that the Eastern Slopes Policy will continue to serve as a strong guide for the
future in this important region of Alberta.

Hon. Don Sparrow
Associate Minister
Public Lands & Wildlife

111
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Introduction

MANAGEMENT IN THE
EASTERN SLOPES
- PAST AND PRESENT

The Eastern Slopes of Alberta's Rocky
Mountains covers an area of approximately
90 000 square kilometres 01 mainly forest-
covered mountains and foothls. The region
possesses a great wealth of renewable and non-
renewable resources water, scener y, timber,
forage, wildlife, fisheries and mineral resources
- the majority of which lie upon or beneath
public lands. Demands for use of these
resources have increased at a rapid rate over
recent years, making it more evident that the
resource base of the Eastern Slopes is not
unlimited. Growing pressures for resources and
land in the area have led to conflicts in land
allocation and to a rising concern for the
protection of environmental quality and the
management of this extremely important
watershed region.

To deal with issues and concerns over the
years, the development of resource and lard
use policies for the Eastern Slopes has passed
through several stages. The Eastern Rockies
Forest Conservation Board, which operated
under joint federal-provincial legislation between
1948 and 1973, was effective in providing a
watershed management policy and planning
Framework for the Rocky Mountains Forest
Reserve —the reserve recognized as the critical
headwaters region for the prairie provinces. The
Board analyzed the watershed and hydrologic
characteristics of the area and provided
priorities and guidelines for the management of
renewable and non-renewable resources to
optimize water quality and quantity.

The establishment of the Green Area in
1948 also gave policy direction for Eastern
Slopes management. The Green Area, in which
most of the Eastern Slopes region lies, defines
the extent of those lands withdrawn from
settlernenL The majority of the lands in the area
are public lands on which farming and residen-
tial development have been prohibited, The
Rocky Mountain Forest Reserve was formally
established by the Forest Reserve Act, 1964,  for
the conservation of forests and other vegeta-
tion, and the maintenance of conditions

favourable to optimal water supply.
In 1970, in response to rapidly growing

demand for resources, the Alberta Government
began two planning studies in the Eastern
Slopes the Foothills Resource Allocation
Study and the HintonYel low head Regional Land
Use Study. These studies initiated a planning
process designed to identify resource uses for
land units based on an evaluation of resource
capability, present land use, economics
and demand.

In 1973. the Environmental Conservation
Authority ECA) conducted hearings into land
use and resource development in the Eastern
Slopes in order to identity the views and
concerns of the public of Alberta. Briefs
presented to the hearings, and the results of a
public opinion survey, strongly emphasized
watershed and public recreation priorities and
the need for an integrated resource polic y and
land use planning for the area. The importance
of beginning such a program was stressed
throughout the 232 recommendations of the
ECA which were submitted to government in
1974. On July 18. 1975. the government
announced a policy for integrated resource
management in the Eastern Slopes.

In addition, the Eastern Slopes Interde-
partmental Planning Committee was estab-
lished in 1975 to make recommendations on
an integrated resource planning approach for
the management of this strategic region of
Alberta. Based on these recommendations, the
government approved the original policy, pub-
lished in July 1977 as A Policy for Resource
Manaqement of The Eastcm .Slopes, to ensure
that all public lands and resources in the
Eastern Slopes are protected. managed or
developed according to a philosophy of
integrated resource management.

Reviews of, and revisions to, the policy will
ensure that it continues to be an effective tool
for the government to respond to the needs and
wants of Albertans and their concerns for
protection of the Eastern Slopes.
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FRAMEWORK OF
PROVINCIAL NATURAL
RESOURCE GOALS

DOCUMENT
ORGANIZATION

Provincial goals for the various resource
sectors provide the framework for developng
more detailed regional resource objectives. The
provincial goals outlined here are those that are
relevant to the Eastern Slopes and apply only to
public lands and resources, They are only part
of a much larger picture. Provincial social,
economic and environmental goals will greatly
influence the achievement of the resource
objectives. However, as the Eastern Slopes is a
very large area and one which is important to
many of the social, economic and environmen-
tal aspects of life in Alberta, the achievement of
the regional resource ohiectives is important to
the province as a whole.

The environment of land, water, vegetation
and wildlife must be managed totally and not as
separate elements. Although the provincial goals
and regional objectives are defined individually.
the management required to achieve any one
objective does consider the many interrelation-
ships with the environment.

Because the demands are so high, there is
often a con'p.etition for the same land and same
resources in the Eastern not all
goals will be achieved to the same degree of
success in all areas.

The following goals relate to the natural
resources of the region, and are not presented
in any particular order of priority.

Water Management
To ensure a continuous, reliable supply of clean
water to meet the needs of Albertans and
interprovincial users now and in the future.

Wildlife
To provide a variety of outdoor recreational and
commercial opportunities based on wildlife re-
sources for the benefit and enjoyment of
Albertans,

Fisheries
To provide a variety of outdoor recreational

The blc.frr Resource Management ol
The Eastern Slopes, Revised 1934 is organized
into two major parts:
I. Policy statements define the management

intentions for the region. These statements
reflect the priorities for resource manage-
ment that will ensure that the specal
benefits from this region will continue to be
provided to Albertans.

2. The regional plan provides more specific
resource management direction. Resource
objectives that can he achieved in the region
are stated. Zoning maps and descriptions
indicate where the objectives or groups of
objectives can be met. Within the zone
descriptions, the compatibility of a number
of land use activities and the objectives
generally to be achieved from the zone are

opportunities based on fisheries resources for
the benefit and enjoyment of Albertans.

Recreation
To provide both private and public recreation
opportunities that will meet the needs of
Albertans and also enhance the vacation
experiences of visitors to the province.

Timber
'To provide the optimal continuous contribution
to the economy by the forest-based industries
consistent with sound environmental practices
recognizing other uses of the forest.

Rangeland
To provide a properly managed forage base of
the rangelands for use by wildlife and domestic
livestock.

Agriculture
To encourage the optimal development of the
renewable resources for the production,
processing and marketing of agricultural
products for an expanding domestic and export
market.

Tourism
To encourage the provision of a diverse range
of private and public sector tourism facilities,
attractions, accommodations and services
capable of meeting increasing demands for
leisure and business-related opportunities.

Mineral Resources
To encourage exploration and development o
all mineral resources to meet the needs of
Albertans now and in the future.

Cultural and Ecological Resources
'To ensure that significant features of archaeo-
logical, ecological or historical value are
identified, protected and managed for scientific.
educational and recreational benefits.

identified. In addition, a complete descrip-
tion of how the policy statements and the
regional plan will he implemented has been
included in this revised edition of the docu-
ment. (uidelines for specific aspects of
resource management affecting the region
have been included for both the Eastern
Slopes Policy statements and t he regional
plan.
This revised document has been organized

to show the relationship among broad
provincial goals. policy statements for resource
management of a special region the Eastern
Slopes - and the regional plan. which provides
the initial level defining what, where and how
resources will be managed to meet par t

s of the
provincial goals.

2
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Eastern
Slopes Policy

The Eastern Slopes Policy defines the ern
phasis for realtng resource opportunities in the
area Policy statements describe:
• The management intentions for the Eastern

Slopes and the direction which is required
toassure that the character of the slopes wfll
continue to provide the special benefits the
region has to oiler Albertans,

• The policy guidelines which identify the

most important resource opportunities of
the reenon and the major priorities to he con-
side red in the management of the Eastern
Slopes.

a The general procedure to assure that the
desired direction and the policy guidelines
are recognized in the on-go ing manage-
ment of the public lands and resources in
the Eastern Slopes.

MANAGEMENT
INTENTIONS FOR THE
EASTERN SLOPES

Public concerns for the future of the East-
ern Slopes have centred on the need for govern-
ment policy which would recognize those land
areas providing different types of benefits. The
public has also strongly requested that govern-
ment employ a comprehensive and integrated
approach in managing the natural resources in
the region.

Information from the Foothills Resource
frjiocation Study, combined with public concerns
and government objectives and priorities, has
led to the recognition that, within the Eastern
Slopes, different intensities of land use zones ate
required to ensure that the desired qualities are
protected and that the resources are used
effectively to provide benefits to Albertans.

These broad areas are conceptual in nature:
however, they are clearly defined by their intent&

BROAD
AREAS	 INTENTS

Protection	To provide the highest level of
protection for those areas
which are known to form the.
unique character of the East—

.ern Slopes.
Resource	To foster wise mixed use of the
Management natural resources to achieve

specific goals and objectives.
Development To recognize existing and pro-

vide for future site-specific
development.

South lkwo Rvo
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Sol

POLICY GUIDELINES FOR
THE EASTERN SLOPES

To achieve the policy intents for this specal
part of Alberta, and also to gain benefits from all
the natural resources, the government will
follow these basic polic y guidelines:
• The highest priority in the overall manage-

ment of the Eastern Slopes is placed on
watershed management. Recreation and
tourism benefits from the private and
public sectors are also extremely important.

• The natural resources of the Eastern
Slopes will be developed, managed and
protected in a manner consistent with prin-
ciples of conservation and environmental
protection,

• The uniqueness of the Eastern Slopes, due
to its aesthetic qualities and combination of

environments, will be maintained.
• The recreation resources of the mountains

and foothills will be maintained while
increasing the opportunities for Albertans
to enjoy this unique region.

I The management of renewable resources
is the long-term priority in the Eastern
Slopes. Non-renewable resource devel-
opments will he encouraged in areas where
this priority can be maintained.

I Decisions for development, management
and protection of natural resources in the
Eastern Slopes will be based on an in-
tegrated resource planning system.

I All levels of integrated resource planning
will include a public involvement program.

IMPLEMENTATION

4

The management intentions and policy
guidelines for the Eastern Slopes are incorpo-
rated into the programs the provincial agencies
use to manage Alberta's natural resources. The
government has determined that public lands
and resources will be protected, managed and
developed with a philosophy of integrated
resource management. According to this
philosophy, the process for combining the
intents and policy guidelines for the detailed
management of the Eastern Slopes involves the
allocation of resources on a regional scale
through the use of a regional plan. Generally,
this is a broad plan which defines what is to be
achieved, where the protection, management
and development emphasis will be, and what
resource objectives might be met in the
different parts of the region.

The regional plan considers provincial
natural resource goals within the intents and
policy guidelines of the Eastern Slopes, other
provincial policies and goals, and information
on resource capabilities, uses and demands.
The plan gives broad direction to the resource
management agencies and a further commit-
ment to the public of what benefits can be
expected from this region.

The management intents for the Eastern
Slopes Policy are also implemented through
other policies and guidelines. Some of the more
relevant of these are as follows,

Above left. Provnt a Loq ,oe Assembly

Above rcht:hiergy and renewb!e ceources (Gas pnt
and euthlod<)

clew:	Mandqinq the forest

1. Integrated Resource Planning System
As part of the concept of integrated

resource management. it is desired that
decisions on the allocation and use of public
lands and resources be made through an
integrated resource planning system. This
system has been formally developing since the
completion of the Eastern Slopes Policy in 1977.

Integrated resource plans completed for
the Eastern Slopes will be approved by a pro-
vincial Cabinet committee.
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2. Public Involvement Process
The purpose of the public involvement

process is to provide a means for involving the
interested public of Alberta in integrated
resource planning in an appropriate way. The
government believes that this results in better
and more acceptable plans for public lands and
resources.

One level of public involvement is the
Alberta Integrated Planning Advisor Commit-
tee which provides advice to the Associate
Minister of Public Lands and Wildlife on
provincial integrated resource planning issues.
The committee is composed of representatives
from major provincial interest groups concerned
with public land and resource uses. These public
interest groups are also consulted to provide
their perspective at the working level

Other concerned groups and individuals
are also recognized and given the opportunity
to be involved and informed during the
integrated resource planning process.

A successful public involvement program
allows government to learn from the concerned
public, consider its views and keep it informed
on a continuing basis. This provides better and
more acceptable integrated resource plans for
Alberta's public lands and resources.

A poteetedar oa tWtmoe WEkkr"a.Y

3. Existing Legislation
A Policy for Jt ' j -'?4'	qct (l il

the Eastern Slopes, Revised 1984 was prepared
with the understanding that it would be
implemented within the terms of existing
legislation and regulations by those govern-
ment departments with appropriate administra-
tive responsibilities. In addition, the lands
affected by the policy were not to be considered
exempt from requirements established by other
legislation.

4. Other Government Policy Statements
Extensive areas of the Eastern Slopes

designated for long-term development or large-
scale resource development are frequently

recognized by government policy statements.
Examples are The Polk-11 for Recreation
Deucloprnerit ol Kanariaski.s Counrg, A Coal
Deeeiopmeifl Policy for A?hrta and the Fish
and Wildlife Policy fo r Alberta. The application
of all such policies which have implications for
the protection, management and development
of public land and resources in the region must
conform with the intent of the Eastern Slopes
Policy.

5, Preliminary Disclosure
A preliminary disciosure is a means by

which both the private and public Sectors may
make major development proposals, or a
cndc' rtiai basis. to oovemmerit, Through
prelminery review, thri government may
indicate whether it has objections principle'
to a proposal's form, timing. location or any
other essential (eatuTe, r"io objection in pun-
ciple rifa malor development proposal resulting
from preliminary disclosure constitutes approval
for the- tiling of necessary applications and
documents as required under controlling
legislation.

6 Request for Proposals
A "request for proposals" is a means by

which the government may play a more active
role in identifying and directing the develop-
merit of major resource facilities, particularly
those involving the recreation sector in the
Eastern Slopes. The request-for-proposals
approach has been used in recent yearsin
Alberta as the decision mechanismfor rnaor
resource developments such as integrated
forest products operations. This approach has
allowed the government to identify key
requirements prior to receiving proposals, and
ensures that the best proposal. rather than the
first, is accepted.

The request-for-proposals approach han -
dies development concepts from eithereither the
private sector or government, departments. In-
tegrated resource planning will identify areas
and sites having the, potential for various types
of developments. 'The requestfor- proposals
approach recognizes, however, the need to
maintain the preliminart disclosure process as
the means of reac t ing to development concepts
from the private sector.

7. Referral Review
In the case of major developments and

site-specific dispositions of public lands and
resources in the Eastern Slopes, the requests
are subjected to intensive referral review
procedures. Referral procedures and informa -
tion requirements have been defined for a
number of types of major developments and
site-specific requests. The approach is consis-
tent with the shared decision-making philoso-
phy of integrated resource management.

Arch
ive

d

Vi
ew

 th
e 

cu
rre

nt
 v

er
si

on
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
at

 h
ttp

s:
//o

pe
n.

al
be

rta
.c

a/
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
/0

86
49

90
67

7



Regional Plan for
the Eastern Slopes

The regional plan takes direction from the
provincial natural resource goals and the
Eastern Slopes Policy. The plan combines the
direction with information on broad resource
capabilities, present land uses and demands.
(The Foothills Resource Allocation Study and
the Environmental Conservation Authority
hearings provided a significant information
base for the development of the plan.) Thus, the
plan is able to link the general provincial
direction and ideals with the specifics of the
resource base of the Eastern Slopes. This gives
clearer direction to the government agencies
involved with the management of the natural
resources of the region. The regional plan is the
first stage and one part of integrated resource
management for the Eastern Slopes.

The regional plan considers three major
questions:
It What are the main resource objectives that

will be striven for in this region in order
to meet some of the various needs of
.Albertans?

I Where are these objectives going to be met
and where are the development, manage-
ment and protection intents, vital to the
Eastern Slopes Policy, to be achieved?

* How are the various resource uses going to
occur together in the region in order to
ensure that the policy guidelines for the
Eastern Slopes are being followed?
The plan has three main parts:

1. Regional Objectives, which outlines those
objectives that will be striven for in various
parts of the region.

2. Regional Land Use Zones, as shown on the
three map sheets in the back-cover pocket,
which describes the resource objectives that
might be achieved in each zone and the
intent of the zone in terms of development,
resource management or protection.

3. Implementation, which describes how the
regional plan is to be implemented through
both the more detailed integrated resource
planning and the Table of Compatible
Activities.

REGIONAL OBJECTIVES

6

Identification of ohlctives for each resource
sector is necessary in order to determine what
range of benefits can possibly be gained from
the region's resources. For the regional plan,
the objectives have been developed from broad
information gathered during studies such as
the Foothills Resource Allocation Stud y and
through the continuing management pro-
grams of the departments involved in the
management of the Eastern Slopes. The
objectives, however, have not been modified in
terms of how one affects another in any
particular area. Thus, although it is expected
that all objectives have a high possibility of
being achieved in the Eastern 51ope, not all
objectives will necessarily be achieved in all
areas. If the objective is not achevahle in a partic-
ular2one, eve attempt will be made to accomn-
modate it in another area.

Watershed Management

1. En manage and develop natural resources in
the region to maintain or increase the
volume of water yield and the natural timing
of surface and subsurface discharge.

2. To manage headwaters in the region to
maintain the recharge capabilities and
protect critical fisheries habitat.

A SowP O )raiFu wdter	flnki Ccunt-y :rtk.

To manage intensively the South Sas-
katchewan River Basin for water supply
stability.
To manage the North Saskatchewan and
Athabasca river watersheds to maintain
natural flows and provide the option for
future increases in water yield through
intensive management.
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Wildlife
The foNowing are the general objectives for

wildlife management. More specific population
goals wili he identified in the Staiu.s of the Fish
and Wdrtiifo Resource to Aihe.rta and the sub-
sequent detailed species ri	gement plans.
1. To allocate benefits derived from the wildlife

resources with priority to recreation benefits
to Albertans followed by economic benefits
gained from various uses of wildlife through
tourism.

2. To ensure that wildlife populations are pro-
tected from severe decline and that viable
Populations are maintained.

3. To identity, very rare. scarce or special forms
of outdoor recreation opportunities from
wildlife and to ensure that access to these
opportunities continues to he available.

4. To ensure that significant local resource
shortfalls between demand and supply are
addressed regionally.

5. To maintain wildlife on the basis of funda-
mental ecological principles.

Momtan tdtk Mnun

Fisheries
I To protect aquatic habitat and ensure high

water quality.
2. To establish optimal iristream flow for fish

through modification of land:water use
practices.

3. To recoanize sport fishing as the principal
use of the fishery resources in the Eastern
Slopes,

4. To maintain naturally reprodudn .q salmonid
(trout, char, grayling and whitefish) popula-
tions in the region and to expand these fish
resources into presently vacant and appro-
priate aquatic habitat

5. To supplement or enhance game fish stocks
by stocking when natural reproduction does
not occur or is limited.

Recreation
I. MAJOR RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

To establish recreation development oppor-
tunities to be provided by the private and
public sectors based on present and future
recreation demand. To develop and manage
a diverse range of resource-based recrea-
tion developments.

2. GMPiNG FACILITIES
Auto Access

To increase the number and scope of desig-
nated camping opportunities by expanding
existing facilities and developing new sites.
.1 Group Camping
To increase group camping faerlities through-
out the Eastern Slopes.

Remote Camping
To increase the number of camping sites
accessible on foot, by horse, and by
off-highway vehicles (OHY).

3. TRAILS
i..and - Baed

To increase the number of sriornetres of
long-distance trails in the region for hiking,
skiing, horse-riding and OHV use.
II Water-based
lo designate and manage water-based trails
to provide opportunities for a variety of
activities such as canoeing, power boating,
kava king and rafting.

4. DAY USE
To increase extensive day -use Sites, e.g.. rest
stops. picnic areas and viewing points.

. VISITOR SERVICES
To provide for a variety of trails oriented
toward nature and hi storical appreciation
and understanding resource management.
To increase public awareness toward the
preservation of representative and unique
features of natural and or cultural signifi-
cance for interpretation, education and
appreciation throuqhoutthe Eastern Slopes.

6. WILDERNESS
To maintain areas of wilderness on primitive
Character.

7. WATER ACCESS
To develop and manage a range of facilities
and services to provide access to various
water bodies throughout the region,

8. FISH AND WILDLIFE
Within the context of the Status of the fish
end Wdd1fc Rcsource ni Alberta. to estab-
lish fish and wildlife outdoor recreation ob-
jectives and priorities related to the supply
and the present and projected demands.

Cultural and Ecological Resources
To protect both representative and unique

areas of natural or cultural significance for the
recreational, scientific and educational use of
.J berta n s.
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Tourism
L To encourage the provision of a wide variety

of tourism opportunities and services in the
Eastern Slopes,

2. To encourage the development of tourism
opportunities and services capable of
operation on a year-round basis.

3. To support the provision of tourism
opportunities and services by the private
sector wherever feasible and to minimize the
occurrence of public sector competition
with private sector developments for specific
tourism markets.

4. Th ensure the provision of an adequate land
base for tourism activities while maintainina

the high aesthetic quality and thus main-
taining the value of the tourism experience.

5, to maintain the environmental and aes-
thetic qualities of the Eastern Slopes, while
expanding tourism opportunities in the area
through:
P grouping tourism facilities and services

where feasible (recognizing the need for
unique siting and scenic requirements of
particular types of facilities)

P ensuring the careful design of facilities to
limit impact on the environment

LI encouraging environmentally-conscious
operation of facilities and services after
their completion

ue of the iand (Ouittr<ir

Timber

1. BOWc ROW FOREST
Crowsoest Portion
To increase the sustainedyield timber
supply available to quota holders and the
general public through an expanded
permanent forest land base consistent with
optimal forest land allocation.
Southern Bow Portion iKnanascis
Country
To ensure a healthy forest environment in
this prime recreational area and provide a
reasonable supply of timber on a sustained-
yield basis to wood utilizing facilities and the
general public. The high standard of harvest
operations will ensure maintenance of
aesthetic qualities and a quality environ-
ment for the prime use of recreation.
Northern Bow Portion 

'
f  Little Red

Deer, Red Deer and Burnt Timber river
areasi

To maintain a sustained-yield timber supply
to wood utilizing facilities and for local
public use. To increase the sustained -yield
timber supply available to timber quota
holders andor forest management agree-
ment holders and the general public
through an expanded permanent forest land
base consistent with optimal forest land
allocation.

To maintain a sustained-yield timber supply
to the wood utilizing facilities and for local
public use. To increase the sustained-yield
timber supply available to timber quota
holders andor forest management agree-
ment holders and for local use consistent
with optimal forest land use allocation.

8

2. ROCKY;CLEARWAFER, EDSON,
WHITECOURT AND (iRANDE PRAIRIE
FORESTS
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ORANGE PRAIRIE FOREST

CO UR ' FOREST

IN= F041241EDO DETO S

I.-

N2 _^
ALBERTA FOREST SERVICE

ADMINISTRATIVE BOUNDARiES

ALBERTA FOREST BOUNDARIES

EASTERN SLOPES

Mineral Resources
1. COAL

To increase income and job benefits from
the coal resources and to meet Alberta's
growing demands for coal for energy and
other industrial requirements. To encourage

the supply of coal and coal products to other
parts of Canada and foreign countries after
ensuring the long-term adequacy of supply
for provincial needs.

2. OIL AND NATURAL GAS
To create income and job benefits from oil
and natural gas resources throughout the
region.

3. QUARRLBLE AND METALLIC MINERALS
To create income and job benefits from quar-
riable and metallic mineral resources.

4. AGGREGATE RESOURCES
To make aggregate resources in the region
available to meet present and future needs.

Rangeland
1. To maintain rangelands in good condition

through sound range management prac-
tices.

2. To restore rangelands on which forage
productivity has declined from the en-
croachment of unproductive brush species.

3. To improve rangeland capability through
more intensive range management.

Agriculture
1. To ensure the continued viability of existing

livestock operations by sustaining 1977 levels
of livestock numbers through the use of
public lands.

2. To provide for the cultivation of lands that
are suitable for production of annual and/or
forage crops.

3. To expand domestic livestock grazing
opportunities on public lands in that part of
the region north of the Trans-Canada
Highway.

A prime protection area (Mountains west of Hinton)

9
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REGIONAL
LAND USE ZONES

The three broad areas of protection,
management and development can be defined,
on the land base of the region, as eight regional
land use zones.

and wildlife habitat. The Eastern Slopes also will
provide different types of opportunities for
scientific study within the intents of the zones.

Broad Areas Regional Zones
Protection	1. Prime Protection

2. Critical Wildlife

Resource	3. Special Use
Management 4. General Recreation

5. Multiple Use
6. Agriculture

Development 7. Industrial
8. Facility

Regional zoning identifies units of land for
which intents and objectives are specified.
While regional zoning recognizes opportunities
and allocates resources at a broad regional
scale, it does not allocate land to specific
projects within a zone. Through the recognition
of zone intents, the process provides general
guidance in locating specific project proposals
within the region and often resolves land use
conflicts.

Integrated resource planning at more de-
tailed levels will provide further guidance for the
future. It will also be the means used to develop
more specific objectives and subsequent zones.
Through integrated resource planning regional
objectives and zoning will be confirmed and/or
changed in order to ensure the appropriate de-
livery of benefits to Albertans.

Regulations under existing legislation
ensure a high standard of resource protection,
management and development control. Regional
zoning does not replace or impinge upon these,
but rather gives positive direction for future
management of the Eastern Slopes.

The key to successful implementation of
the regional plan will be co-operative, inte-
grated decision-making. Regional zone names
do not imply that a particular department or
agency maintains jurisdiction over a given zone.
All resources, wherever they are found, will be
administered according to principles of inte-
grated resource management.

The eight regional land use zones are
discussed in the following text and displayed on
the three map sheets in the pocket of the back
cover. Activities considered to be generally
consistent with the intent of each zone are
summarized in the Table of Compatible Activities
(page 15). The activities and uses listed are only
a representative group of those which may be
consistent with any given zone intent. For some
activities or land uses such as transportation
and utility corridors, commercial and industrial
developments and residential development, it
is not always possible to identify where and when
they might be required. Exceptions may be made
for these activities.

In all zones, watershed protection will be of
paramount concern along with essential fish

1. Prime Protection Zone
The intent of the prime protection zone is to

preserve environmentally sensitive terrain and
valuable ecological and aesthetic resources.

It contains high-elevation forests and steep
rocky slopes of the major mountain ranges in
the Eastern Slopes. The lower boundary for this
zone has been defined by elevation, ecological
variables and aesthetic qualities. The boundary
generally represents the lower extremities of the
more sensitive terrain in the Eastern Slopes.

This zone is intended to protect the rugged
mountain scenery for which the region is highly
valued. It is the zone which receives the greatest
amounts of precipitation and produces most of
the streamfiow of the Eastern Slopes. Many
critical wildlife ranges, especially for bighorn
sheep and mountain goats, are found within
this zone.

Regional objectives which are considered
compatible with the intent of this zone include
those of watershed, fisheries and wildlife man-
agement, and extensive recreational activities
such as hunting, trail use (non-motorized) and
primitive camping. The objective for commer-
cial fur harvesting will also be met to some
degree. Future access or utility corridors may
be required through this zone. Approved snow-
mobile trails may also cross this zone. Future
commercial ski development maybe considered
in this zone, as it contains the only suitable snow
and terrain conditions in the Eastern Slopes.
In these cases, the ski lifts and associated fa-
cilities will be permitted in the prime protection
zone, while accommodation and other services
will be located in adjacent zones where such
commercial development is appropriate.

Where considered essential and under
strict operating guidelines, management pro-
grams may include activities such as wildlife
habitat improvement, fire control, and timber
sanitation cutting to protect merchantable tim-
ber in other zones.

2. Critical Wildlife Zone
The Eastern Slopes is a unique and

important wildlife region due to the many
combinations of climate, topography and
vegetation which provide habitat for a wide
variety of species.

The intent of the critical wildlife zone is to
protect ranges or terrestrial and aquatic habitats
that are crucial to the maintenance of specific
fish and wildlife populations.

The zone consists of such areas as key
winter range, migration routes and calving
areas that are essential to the survival of specific
wildlife species such as mountain goats,
bighorn sheep, elk and caribou, and of
spawning areas vital to maintaining naturally

10
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for w;diiie Brn	cp

rep roducing salmonid populations. The zoning
recognizes only those habitat areas which are
crucial to the life cycle of particular species due
to vegetation, cl i mate or topography. Regional
objectives which are considered compatible
with the intent of this zone include watershed,
fisheries and wildlife management, serviced
camping and extensive recreation actwities
such as hunting and fishing. trail use and
primitive campin. Resource extraction obec-
tives such as t1lose ott:rapping logging. domes-
tic grazing, petroleum, natural gas. coal and
mineral exploration and development may be
achieved. Future roads or utilit corridors may
require access through this zone.

3, Special Use Zone
he intent of this zone is to recogniz€

historic resources. lands set aside for scientihr
research and any lands which are required to
meet unique management requne.rnent.s. or
legislative status, which cannot he accommo-
dated within any of the other zones,

Examples include the Frank Slide and the
abandoned mining community of Lille. the
Marmot Creek Watershed Research Basin, the
Cache Percotte Forest Reserve, the northern
portion of Whalebacrk Ridge, Indian reserves
and other federal Crown land.

Any regional objective may be achieved to a
limited extent in special use zones which fall with-
in provincial jurisdiction. Management guide-
lines will he defined according to the purpose
and need on a site-specific basis,

4. General Recreation Zone
The intent of the general recreation zone is

to retain a varietY of natural environments within
which a wide range of outdoor recreation
opportunities may be provided Most of the
areas of the general recreation zones are
associated with river valley corridors or lakes.

Reoior.ai objectives which are considered
compatible with the intent of this zone include
those of watershed mana gement, fishing, hunt-
mg, trail use non-motorized). use of oft.:highway
vehicles on designated trails, all types of (:emp-
ing, and day-use recreation. Resource extraction
obj ectives such as those of trapping, logging.
domestic graani, etroieurrr and natural gas
exploration and development. and coal and
mineral exploration and cteveropnient may be
achieved to a limited degree. Future roads or
urrnty COcorricrs 1_1 141 icquire access through this
zone. Commercial development whih seo.'es
the general public rTiav occur. Mana tiemer.t em-
phsis wii he on maintainng the natural envi-
macmont for recreation purposes, an example
being to maintain or improve vistas or improve
stream habitat to increase sport fishing oppor-
tunities.

rnporurrt rem retiornl rsures	ter md (iher;e.-

5. Multiple Use Zone
The intent of the multiple use zone is to

provide for the management and development
of the full range of available resources. while
meeting the objectives for watershed man-
agement and environmental protection in the
long term.

This zone contains broad areas of forested
lands and comprises approximately 65 percent
of the Eastern Slopes, exclusive of the national
parks. A variety of natural resources - water.
timber, oil. gas, coal, scenic areas. forage and
fish and wildlife ...... is found in this zone. Much of
the area is accessible and is experiencing grow-
ing pressures for private uses and resource
development.

The multiple use zone produces an impor-
tant portion of the water supply and associated
fisheries from the Eastern Slopes by a dense
network of stream courses. the zone contains
coniferous and deciduous forests of varving age
classes which have development potential and
considerable economic value. A significant num-

11
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bI er of ()ns and	 SIC nrflVCd DV
we est industries in re ot. FCSC ndus
Ines dqmnd irel on thus tDflC to DrDVdC a
permanent and base tOi .5LiS ned rradcrctL?L
The WMe area A tor.kJ	<ls
major hbttu tor white. Tho.Sc pornons of the
zone wha:rr are suitabsais uffibed for irnproved
and	 lit <tcd su ma 1rnU by Jshc

The mAlUpie we zone has been e.\trrusr nh
CO 01 rd uo•1.tsO ktr	tleum and

Ot5 and contai.ns a number
pr:rnc.r dc1. Fuuge enerpy needs

r	tronal re	ert of oil a rqas
C555 :UflriI<d

an d 	eyAwakin and
sena comkow or an increa6ing f me

z.cra. Present and	tcris ie eatc.m LrSS l the
more scill includs all urns a cu fnPing, a

AH 
antI
cc orra; iecuves roay be ac tvnd to a

or a I seer dear ew.i.hrn the rltrpt usc.
zone, As wIn all zoneq dcc errs as to the pi
it cs t use and aflocahon of land and
will ;::e:<ur thromyn the inteurrated resource plan-
ning Or	erra.i pc	sees wrich oerate witbrn
a teorr of	a

tori ar.as ob land .0 the zero
be (1 uirm by resource deveOpmem at

any 	Me..Atazt bar ofth	as conk
Ss s atsr raaDr : aq bOc. been	entitro;
tftS zone.	 and Ijr

dec.t-Utnrert 0t0 occur on a limited bass as
eared.

6 Agriculture Zone
I as rrc.ra 0 tOn am cu urn zone s to

wtk,h

reo ajr ze U	cm rnd c Itt hrt i:.autaa. 5Ipts
are rmrcmntrc OWN or are considered

SUKaNeha cuttat:orm and or nut ; need urazirre
taco a iandS arc. ltatemtalong tire eastern

bo.wdani m>f rho ;cma. Desqnutarr of lards to
no sze wars owedona. rarer er of 50:1
caaabit. n'. scrq W"! use patturrs and land
ow'. rsrmrç'. I ncr zone irtiudas a mixture, at
DIn rasr:d ands air ci pr isaac Ids. As the
:Ittttatt'U resource rdannkq tara'aeds ru

creased agricultural opportunities in new areas
couid be ;dentrtied.

Some regional ohectrves may he achieved
to a greater or lesser degree in' this ZM)er As

ttve agriculture now occurs on private
lands, other land and resource uses will
yeeray be governed by the owner in
contormlty with local lard use orders and
hws under the Planning Act of Alberta. Th

Eastern Slopes Policy has no jurisdiction over
pnvatelv owned lands.

7 Industrial Zone
The intent of the rtustnat zone is to

I COOgI r14e existing or approved industrial
operations, such as coal mines, gas processing
plants. K ernent plants and large, permanent
forest product mills,

lbs size of each zone is limited to that
whtc it will reasonably support the specific dc
s'eoprrlero. 'I he zones are essentiall y single use
as the ntensty of development generally pi e
eludes othf- jr actiVities. Hostever, users of these

auras are encouraged to cleveiep compatible
trrc'ilities forpublic use.

Because nirastaucturs- and transportation
facrlttis are a requirement of most major
deceloarrrents they are frequently adjacent to
bra sportatron and urrilty corridors and existing
settlernrents,

8 Facility Zone
I tme nterc ot the fzrcrity Lore is to recoze

exIst inO or potential settlement and commercial
ds altararracit areas. I he zone mist be abre to
aeaaiirrroddte tture arotit and additional
areas wN OC zoned as required,

tea ems-it areas are prir ywrilky confined to
r\ stnq maccm cart dots hamlets, cillaqes or

Curt itt ret cral areas not within the corridors
arc ILtIC the existirq and potential mcci ecitron sec-

c centre dcc clopmorits arid visitor accom-
nomdatrs. Retturne ohiectiv which may be
J r sstetrt %0.h the intent of this zone include
those ct 'oqc nq. oil and gds developmer.t, and
thor rsres of outdoor recreation,Arch
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IMPLEMENTATION
Integrated Resource
Pannin. and Policies
and Guidelines

rz ii..

* integrated Resource Mann' ng
The ieqk:n ai pbE k> the Leste:

is a rude tar the future at the	ad
scale arid does not ranenth• zone th areas.
It is an itermediate step between the- hiastern
Slopes Poh&v and the integated resounle plans
t.hatwiil provide more detailed and conipie hen
sive lend use  I loci:. t ionsand oridance. Secondly
the reolanal plar through the able o f Cui
patible Activities also provides interim qr: dan-
tor resaur&e inanaers who must mttrtnh
decisions an lard and resource uses ja:i the
more detailed interattrd meource ods C:

completed.
Both the integrated resource plans and sn:o

Specific decisons made using the Uable or
patible Activities conform gerierafly to An re
gionsal phn and the Eastern Shp, Prthcv.A is
recognized. however. that addithial and more
detailed I torination nay support d y slats that
would he contrary to the inritol dcectori Re
quests for changes or Qusawr9W races may
onloinateduring the detailed ntograted res:urce
plannino proicets or on a sitcspec:tc decison.
The requests may come tram resource naaoe
merit agencies. other government dnrortmeioy
industry or the general pubic.

r>unriq the integrated resource planring
process resource oL ectoes for each area are
tested to compWIM, wth the intent of mat
area as dettoed a the reurrnal plan It
compatible. the piarrnnq proc n to J€r nLnl
hoa the oh:ecruves an to he acotesed tttrjult
nIansqenient qudeliros. II not the regret
shored tot torwarder: hi a boric ev:of

.rruth-c:itc	rniriisterai	is: rest tire
SCI '	e- ettentr. O rt • ::......rr Slopes

On e st: ' ser:lr. dec. sian whim micro is
Iett di i:wrrrahio eseurcc, pIer:: to provide
direction dcc sea are tested <raiin,t the Table
at WNWho salvos. lithe lame ind ate
tliyrt tUS:	tote or ant so is nor pomnitte.d. a
recuest fc a rot n y nari can be made. I his
eeriest is also tested err nst the intents at the

reeo:mre den a a: the Laster Stses Pal cv and
can ret :rcs:epmed or relected. I he crbrecnves and

:5 s tar rite reorora tSar: will also be
pier nirntei tnt ar.inh the lO:Cetet prerues

end ssideirms,
As pan of tIne WknoWaln, detailed

tsiartnrJ wil identitt desionaten 'eFroie access
route s which it	nelude routes iv--- ai zones.
2, Existing Land (Jse Conmiitments

Existing land use activities and industrial
operations aid: carrtinu subrect to the
reqalatars systems nee in eltect
3 Sale of Publk Lands

Most of toe public lands ri the Eastern
Slopes vii be retained it: tt,i blis ownership for
the ore of all AlLoricrmns. The We ot penlels at
public land tot rem-;anent arid seasonal res-
ideittral use may he consdered darcels at publIc
land ma y also be sod tom site and orpital-inten-
srve devek:pnent where erteopecific conditions

4. Service Centres
dci ccc centi ridrrce.Iapr era, r ill generally

be di ected tm o define"" naee-e rrsscciatedetth
trainer tetart c it rears.
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TABLE OF COMPATIBLE ACTIVITIES
BY LAND USE ZONE

ZONE

ACTIVITY
Non-motorized recretion
Fi8hnf.1

I	1	2	1	3	1 7	1	8

PRIME	1 CRITICAL SPECIAL	GENERAL	MULTIPLE
PROTECTION 1 WILDLIFE	USE	RECREATION	USE	I AGRICULTURE INDUSTRIAL FACILITY

Scientific study

Trails, nornotonzed 
Tnsportation & utility corrkiors	_______
Prniiive carping
Intensive recreation
O ff I'	wty ye ide activity
i.ogfrng
Doiestic grazing
Ptiom and natura l gas
exploration & development
Coal e oration & ciovelopmet
Mmer& exploration & devtopment
Serviced camping
Commeroal development

Industrialdeveiopmeot
Residential subdivisions
Cultivation

Crmpsnbie Use..... ljses that are considered to he conrpr utile w:lh the etCOt ol a iand uin anne undOr
nor rual guidelines arid land userçatr000

Permuted Use	Uses that may be compatible wth to intent of a and use 1000 under certain
ci rountetances and tinder spernar condlionsan and cnntrols where reOSSary

INot Permitted Use ...... Uses that are not compatible with th intent or capab treS of a taco use 0no,

The	activities are oniy representative of the range of arirvcies that occur in the Eastern Slepeic or these aea any
other activities, the possibility of whether they should or should not talce place in a particular area must always he
measured against the fundamental management intentions for thai 1000. Since econorrirn opportunities are not
all known in advance, sitespecific developments may be considered in any iune.

As integrated  i p. smurcc plans are completed and approved, this table and the regional aerririp rnapr; wrIt no
longer apply.

Y fll<. y Stflr	:fl,r!rnl	5e1r	çfllOr,	flini1'rrr(Rj','s, snout nv (ccr"rl'criv:'3 mCtn. l! onr:Ir
MOM V rerq' mo c ri Cr'.r'. Ev rr'mo'' Irb,r	 IS) 42 i )iI
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5 Surface Developments
Dispositions for facility and ancillary uses

will he by lease or sale in accordance with estab-
lished policies under the Public Lands Act,

6. Recreational Townhouse Units
Private development of recreational town-

house units will be allowed on a controlled basis
in appropriate zones. All necessary services, such
as sewage, water, garbage disposal and fire pro-
tection, will normally be provided by the owner
or the municipal authority. Permanent residency
will not be permitted without the approval of the
local development authorities.

7. Recreational Cottages
Cottage development for seasonal recrea-

tion use will be considered. Such sites will be
developed and managed on a carefully controlled
basis.

S. Improved Grazing
Various programs may be carried out in

orderto improve domestic grazing on rangeland
including that within forested areas, Methods
may include mechanical clearing of aspen and
brush, chemical brush control. fertilization.
fencing and the provision of dugouts.

9 Public Access to Public Lands
All public land .in the province is available

for public use unless specifically restricted by
regulation or disposition.

Access to public lands that are held under
Grazing Lease or Grazing Permit is presently
restricted by common law. The government
encourages the disposition holder and the
general public to co-operate in the use of these
lands where outdoor recreation activities are
involved. Forest Grating Licences, Head Tax
Permits and Forest Reserve Grazing Permits do

not convey any interest in land and therefore,
permission to gain access is not needed.

Except when vehicular access could cause
damage to the road, holders of Licences of
Occupation for roadways must allow non-
commercial users access over such roads.
Holders of Licences of Occupation for
roadways can request the Minister to restrict
vehicular access when conditions are such that
vehicular traffic will damage the road.

Access to timber dispositions is available to
the public as no interest in the land is conveyed
with these types of dispositions.

10. Petroleum and Natural Gas Exploration
and Development
"Step-out" drilling may be permitted in

Zone 1 so that an oil or gas field can he (would
be) developed to the point of recovering the
reserves in place. Geophysical activity may be
permitted in Zone 1 on a very limited scale and
under stringent operating conditions where
localized geophysical activity is required to de-
termine a "step-out' location.

New petroleum and natural gas dispositions
will also be considered in Zone 1 for lands for
which drilling prior to July 1977 has identified
the existence of petroleum or natural gas. Where
this existence was not identified, dispositions in
Zone 1 near zones where petroleum and natural
gas exploration and development is a permitted
use may be granted with restrictions of surface
activity for all lands which fall within Zone 1.
Such a restriction will he identified in an adden-
dum to the sales notice.

Applications for mineral surface leases will
continue to be handled using the referral system
currently in place and applications may he ap-
proved in Zone I where adequate environmental
protection can be ensured.
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Conclusion

The policy continues to provide broad
direction for resource protection, management
and development. This direction has led to the
regional plan and its rnor parts -- resource
objectives and regional zoning. the policy also
provides the direction for more detailed
planning and resource management, to
provide the various benefits the Eastern Slopes
has to offer Albertans.

The policy is not the final plan or end
product in integrated resource planning for the
Eastern Slopes, It is not a prescription of land
use that is unreceptive to new information and
changing conditions rather than the document
that constrains resource management, it is the

positive response leadin g to better resource
management in this special region - the
Eastern Slopes.

With a program in place for implementing
the Eastern Slopes Policy through integrated
resource planning, the monitoring of changing
public needs and the incorporation of new
information will serve to identify the need for
future reviews of the policy. Determination of
the timing and extent of future reviews will
remain the responsibility of the Associate
Minister of Public Lands and Wildlife.

Major or significant changes to the policy
will continue to require approval by the
provincial Cabinet.
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Glossary

Ej too

Coal Exploration and
Development

The iwo svnls or	 rn k l Wayled h Ohl
pt irate or 

''\ tOT IIOIIv (ICSI(11OO " am ping f	lilY out S OC( fSSlIe TO MX MA
ver<:ko from des'" ited 1 IWOVS <it ifnr,Toved toads.

Ire some as Outo access camproi tort esigned and nra aged to
nleet the needsof re ciqnr'ed gioups.

An undemgnMed camong area M1 essible oily OV 10 flOtol LeO

ovals.

An ii' es	ed	001 toi c'nporq that is aoressole by any
IT I 0I rIO.

A f:rTi''roy desiii'ratr-nl c<rirrtnu	itdty tl'ial	> access He by
ot	.ov y'encles. hilr, oraers or tv	not'-'a lLe	IleOns.

A i'naior descrvrted camping tocility that is directly ac st:le by
d"s'at'i rvd or mprcved road and that prides snIicont
i3<rvoes such as riectrir.. tv and presswired watci systems.

All a<:tivcies and	rostrircture eveloprerit asso'oated witir the
oratrn.	eiot.rrnent and odtction of coal.

Camping

H \titO Access

I >rnntive

[I Remate

Commercial Development	All ;act ties and 4AWILK010 asummed with the dee<pmert of
facilitics tot the use at The ereurl puHic,	.rtlrng fte<t roof
rertion < rmcdation such as frohng, hshrnq, skrino and
hacscounv Lodes, houos. nrotes, acartrrents. townhouses,
cottages and corrrniercial ecreation activities involvri Tao t es
such as ski hills aid golf courses. rrhethet owned undo operated
by the private or public sectors.

Cultivation

Disposition

Domestic Grazing

Fishing

Forage

Goal

Hunting

Industrial Development

Integrated Resource
Management

Agikulkaal practices asmxlned with the regular Tiliage of land for
Me production of annual under ',orage crops.

A lease, licence. permit or letter of authorit y issued under 'rr'i
046a1Jon for acfivthes either surtace or subaurface.

All activities associated with the prod icton and utihzation of fora.re
fcw domestic, livestock.

The removal of fish specks under a licence for an y purpose in
cluding commercial, recreatonal Cr tiornestic use and for manaue
ment nurperses.

AM browse and nomrroody plums that are availabie Co ivestock or
game animals and used for orainq or harvested for feeding.

An end to he striven for but not necessaril y achievable.

rhe stalking of any rviid animal tot recreational and management
purposes or as a source of food.

All activities and infrastructure assoc,oted with the der'eloprrrent of
an rndnst.rial base to accommodate., the eXtrOction. i'ernovai and
processinu of resources.

A cooperative and comprehensive approach to the establishment
of plans and to the delivery of benefits from the resource base in an
MOM and effective manner.
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Integrated Resource
Planning

Logging

Mineral Exploration and
Development

Objective

Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
Activity

Moltum and Natural Gas
Exploration and
Development

Public Lands

A co-operative and comprehensive approach to decision-making
on resource uses.

All activibes associated with the removal and transport of timber for
Tta(1.ure inlo forest products.

Ali activities and infrastructure assodated with the exploration,
dveei'rl and prmiuction of industrial minerals.

A dean arnd specific statement of planned Tesuits to be achieved.

Arry activitv using rr	rized transportation to traveise an y area not
designated as a highway or improved road.

AU aoWdies and infrastructure associated with the epioration,
development and pioducuori of petroleum and natuiel gas
resources.

Lands of the Crown in right of Alberta.

Rangeand Land used for grazing by domestic livestock and wildlife inc riding
natural grasslands, savannas, shruhiands, alpine communities and
wet meadc s. 'ftc ten m has also come to include forest landswith an
underst.crey or periodic cover of herbaceous or shrubby vegetation.
Seeded lands which are managed under ecological principles
rather than agronomic principles are properly termed range.

Recreation	 The IoUowings levels of recreation can he provided by either the
public or private sectors.

Ei Dispersed Various kinds of recreation activWes that generally occur throughout
a large area arid are not confined to a specific place. Activities that
would be associated with dispersed recreation include hiking,
remote or pnimihve cainpina, hunting. fishing horseback riding and
(JOSS -country skiing.

Extensive Low density. dispersed recreational use thit does not require
sustained recreation management to maintain the recreation
opportunities.

Intensive f'liqhdensity recreational use such as developed camp and picnic'
qroundc swimming beaches. ski hills, sky trarns. golf courses and
other sites or areas requiring continuous recreation management
and services to maintain the recreation opportunities.

Nor. t4ororized

Residential
SubdM5ions

Resource

Resource
Management

All recreational activities that do not involve or require the use of
motorized cquipnient.

All activities nd infrastructure associated with permanent-housing
subdivisions toi nc sidc'nts.

Any part of the natural environment which society perceives having
value.

The planned and wise use of a particular natural resource to achieve
a specfic end.

Restricted	 An a<:tivity which will not be permitted until such time as more strict
Activity than normal conditions are defined through integrated decisron•

making processes such as integrated resource planning and
referrals.

Sanitation Cutting The removal of dead, diseased, infested, damaged, or susceptible
trees. essentially to prevent the spread of pests or pathogens and so
promote forest hygiene.
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Scientific Study	 Short- or long .-term research requiring a protected study area.

Step-out Well A proposed well that, in the opinion of the Mineral Resources
Division, Alberta Energy and Natural Resources (based on
geophysical, geological or engineering technical data), has a
reasonable chance of penetrating the same hydrocarbon -bearing
structure discovered by a well drilled prior to July 1977.

Linear land areas established to concentrate utilities and roads and
to provide access for resource use and development.

Sustained-yield harvest of fur-bearing animals for commercial
production of merchantable fur and for management purposes.

Big game, gamebirds, birds of prey, fur-bearing animals, fur-bearing
carnivores and any other species of vertebrates designated as
wildlife by legislation.

Transportation and
Utility Corridors

Trapping

Wildlife

20
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