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ACO Bulletin 
The Aboriginal Consultation Office:  
committed to improving transparency and demystifying consultation  

June 2020

Timeline extensions and 
consultation pauses  

The Government of Alberta’s first priority is public 

health and safety. To support this priority, ACO 

assesses a First Nation, Metis Settlements or Metis 

credibly asserted community’s ability to carry out 

consultation case-by-case.  

 

We approved some consultation timeline extensions 

as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Visit the 

Indigenous Consultation Contacts website for 

details: https://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-

consultation-contacts.aspx. 

 

We started by implementing consultation pauses for 

time required to manage responses to COVID-19.  

Consultation pauses continue to remain available to 

those communities experiencing extreme and 

extenuating circumstances The ACO can now grant 

consultation timeline extensions for First Nations, 

Metis Settlements and credibly asserted Métis 

communities still dealing with the effects of COVID-

19. Check our website for current information on 

active consultation pauses and timeline extensions. 

FMMC update 

Fort McKay Métis Community (FMMC) as 

represented by Fort McKay Métis Community 

Association (FMMCA) has become the first in 

Alberta with a credible assertion of Aboriginal 

harvesting rights.  

 

Since March 26, 2020, FMMC has been on the list of 

Indigenous communities to consult when Crown 

decisions have the potential to adversely affect their 

credibly asserted harvesting and traditional use 

activities. Please turn to the Government of Alberta’s 

Guidelines on Consultation with Metis Settlements 

on Land and Natural Resource Management, 2016 

to clarify expectations and procedures when 

engaged in the consultation process. 

 

 

For awareness 
The Government of Alberta made a minor 

amendment to the Government of Alberta 

Policy on Consultation with First Nations on 

Land and Natural Resource Management, 

2013, and the Government of Alberta Policy on 

Consultation with Metis Settlements on Land 

and Natural Resource Management, 2015.  

 

Each policy’s preamble now includes this 

aspirational statement: “Additionally, the 

provincial government strives to ensure [First 

Nations/Metis Settlements] have the chance to 

benefit from economic development 

opportunities and to enjoy Alberta’s prosperity.”  

 

The Government of Alberta made this 

amendment after receiving First Nation and 

Metis Settlement feedback, and finalized and 

published the policy amendments on alberta.ca 

on April 1, 2020.  

 

The consultation process and requirements 

have stayed the same. 
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Region in focus 

South 

 
The South Region includes the South 

Saskatchewan, Red Deer and North Saskatchewan 

sub-regions, covering an area of approximately 

21,989,260 hectares. The area also includes Special 

Areas: rural municipalities governed by the Special 

Areas Board and overseen by Alberta Municipal 

Affairs. 

 

Most of the region is designated White Area 

(settled), comprised of privately owned lands, Crown 

lands and federal lands. The western side of the 

region does include Green Area (Crown lands with 

forests). 

 

Forestry, oil, natural gas and coal are some of the 

primary industries contributing to economic growth in 

the Region. Spray Lake Sawmills (1980) Limited and 

Sundre Forest Products Inc. are the larger forestry 

operators in the region. 

 

The Grassy Mountain Coal Project and Tent 

Mountain Coal Mine Project currently in the 

regulatory process. Other resource and land 

management activities within the region include 

recreation and tourism, agriculture, livestock grazing, 

industrial minerals, sand and gravel.  

 

Renewable energy is growing within the region and 

there is significant potential for wind and solar 

projects. 

 

There are 17 First Nations in the region: 10 First 

Nations are from Treaty 6, seven are from Treaty 7. 

There are also two Metis Settlements.  

 

Between April 1, 2019 and March 31, 2020, the 

Southern Region had 1,085 applications with 1,682 

activities. There is an average of 4.3 First Nations 

and Metis Settlements identified for consultation per 

application.  

 

The region primarily reviews applications regulated 

by the Alberta Energy Regulator, Alberta 

Environment and Parks, Alberta Agriculture and 

Forestry and Alberta Transportation. Most 

applications are under the Public Lands Act, with the 

remaining being under the Water Act, Environmental 

Protection and Enhancement Act, Forests Act and 

others.  

2019 Proponent Guide training 

In February and March, the ACO hosted Proponent 

Guide training sessions for regulators and industry 

proponents across Alberta. The ACO delivered 14 

face-to-face sessions and three online sessions to 

480 participants in total.  

 

Please contact us to book a Zoom session 

Alicia Grendus 

Go to your go-to 

The regional consultation advisor continues 

to be your go-to source for navigating the 

Government of Alberta’s consultation 

process more efficiently. Reach out to CA 

assigned to the project’s region early in your 

planning process!  

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ir-

aco-contacts-by-region.pdf   
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ACO updates 
Processing timelines  

The ACO continues to meet our mandated file 

review timelines. We continue to monitor the effects 

from resource reallocation, the file-review surge plan 

and the updated 2019 Proponent Guide.  

 

ACO Digital Service 

The ACO continues its work to modernize Alberta’s 

consultation process. In January, ACO released an 

alpha version of the new ACO Digital Service to 

more than 30 users, and a beta release to even 

more users in March. This completed Phase 1 of the 

project and on-boarded five First Nations and Metis 

Settlements to the ACO Digital Service. 

 

Moving into Phase 2, the project began its next 

iteration of development on May 20th. We expect to 

see more First Nations and Metis Settlements asking 

to use the service. Phase 2 will take the project  

to the end of March 2021 and expand its user 

community to include the ACO’s industry proponents 

and regulators.  

 

Contact for more ACO Digital Service info 

Gabriel Potter. 

 

Other initiatives 

 Annual report. This is a statistical overview  

of applications and activities 

processed via the Electronic 

Disposition System (EDS) 

monthly. The ACO plans to 

release the report in early 

summer, so stay tuned! 

 A guide for First Nations 

and Metis Settlements. The goal is to improve 

and enhance the information available for 

Indigenous communities participating in Alberta’s 

consultation process. 

 ACO internal work instructions. We want  

to ensure comprehensive and consistent 

procedures for Level 1 & 2 pre-consultation 

assessments and adequacy assessments.  

 

 

Staff updates 

The ACO welcomes Thomas 

Djurfors as our new executive 

director, and to returning 

Consultation Advisor Brandi 

Arndt in the Lower Peace 

Region.  

 

We thank our former colleagues for their service and 

contributions to the team and wish them the very 

best in their new endeavors.  

 

 Trish Merrithew-Mercredi 

 Stephen McCarthy 

 Jeff Anderson 

 Shannon Shewchuck 

 

 

The ACO welcomes your 

comments or feedback.  

 

Please share your thoughts 

with Glenn Sorensen  
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