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ACO Digital Service is online 

The ACO Digital Service is a new online tool for 

industry proponents, Indigenous communities and 

Alberta government staff to manage their consultation 

files in a more efficient, transparent and user-friendly 

way. 

The service offers users a single view of their 

consultation files, making information easier to search 

and surface. 

The project team also continues to beta-test new 

functionality, including features that allow industry 

proponents to submit Pre-Consultation Assessment 

and Adequacy Assessment requests directly through 

the service.  

To sign up for an account, or to participate in beta 

testing new features, visit https://aco.alberta.ca  

ACO 101 training and education  

ACO continues to deliver training and information 

sessions to many audiences. Since March 2021, ACO 

has delivered Indigenous consultation seminars to the 

University of Alberta, Mount Royal University, 

Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, Lakeland 

College, Olds College and Alberta Association of 

Surface Land Agents.  

If you want to learn more about Alberta’s consultation 

process or arrange a training or information session, 

please contact Toni Hafso at Toni.Hafso@gov.ab.ca    

ACO and AEP Integration for Water 

Act Applications through DRAS 

ACO has engaged with Alberta Environment and 

Parks (AEP) to help with their release of the Digital 

Regulatory Assurance System (DRAS).  

DRAS is an online system designed to clarify 

regulatory requirements and manage a project’s 

lifecycle from application to closure. 

ACO built, tested and released an update to the 

ACO Digital Service that allows DRAS to 

automatically obtain consultation file information for 

AEP-regulated Water Act applications. Doing so 

ensures ACO assesses consultation requirements 

before AEP provides project approvals.  

The first DRAS release went live on June 21, 2021.  

ACO continues to work with regulatory partners to 

integrate the consultation process within the wider 

regulatory system. 

For more information about DRAS, visit 

https://www.alberta.ca/digital-regulatory-assurance-

system.aspx 

COVID-19 update 

The Government of Alberta’s first priority is public 

health and safety. In response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Aboriginal Consultation Office 

(ACO) continues to assess a First Nation’s, Metis 

Settlement’s, or credibly asserted Metis 

community’s ability to carry out consultation case-

by-case. Visit the Indigenous Consultation 

Contacts web page for details on consultation 

timelines, pauses and contacts: 

https://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-consultation-

contacts.aspx.  
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New Consultation Guide  

ACO is developing a consultation guide for First 

Nations, Metis Settlements and credibly asserted 

Métis communities. Currently, there is no guide on 

Alberta’s consultation process geared specifically to 

Indigenous communities. 

In line with Alberta’s current consultation policies and 

guidelines, this guide will include an overview of the 

roles and responsibilities of regulators in relation to 

the ACO, and consultation-related information in one 

easily accessible document. 

Better and more specific information will help ensure 

Indigenous communities are able to participate more 

effectively in the consultation process, improve 

relationships and build trust.  

Engagement sessions with Indigenous communities 

are now underway and input from the engagements 

will inform the development of the guide.  

ACO staff changes 

ACO continues to be agile while responding to 

staff changes and reassignments to support 

ministry priorities. Below is a list of the most recent 

changes in ACO.  

 Vince Biamonte – Seconded to First Nations 

and Metis Relations Division (formerly 

Manager of PERE & SR*) 

 Toni Hafso – Acting manager of the PERE & 

SR (formerly Consultation Advisor for South 

Sub-region).  

 Tanya Holden – On leave (formerly Region 

Lead for South Sub-region).  

 Amanda Tangedal – Region Lead for South 

Sub-region (formerly Consultation Advisor for 

Upper Athabasca Sub-region).  

 Kevin Morton – Consultation Advisor for 

Upper Athabasca Sub-region (formerly 

Consultation Advisor for Lower Athabasca 

Sub-region).  

 Siobhan Lane – Seconded to First Nations 

and Metis Relations Division (formerly 

Business Optimization Specialist for PERE & 

SR). 

 Leanne Riep – Acting Business Optimization 

Specialist for PERE & SR*(formerly Process 

Enhancement Coordinator).  

 Thomas Lee – Consultation Advisor for Upper 

Athabasca Sub-Region (formerly Approval 

Specialist for South Sub-region). 

 Carretta Elettra - Branch administrator (return 

from leave). 

* PERE & SR - Process Enhancement, Regulation Efficiency 

and Strategic Relations 

Join our mailing list! 

If you have not already signed-up to ACO’s mailing list for news and updates, consider joining our 1,100 

current subscribers. Visit https://www.alberta.ca/aboriginal-consultation-office-mailing-list-subscription.aspx. 

 

Taking action on the TRC 
On June 23, Indigenous Relations Minister Rick 

Wilson announced $8 million of provincial funding for 

Indigenous communities in Alberta to lead research 

into the residential school students who did not make 

their way home. Communities will be able to apply for 

funds until January 15, 2022. 

 

This new program relates to action 76 of the 94 Truth 

and Reconciliation Calls for Action.  

 

To read more about the program, please visit 

https://www.alberta.ca/residential-schools-

community-research-grant.aspx.  
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