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New Minister 

The Aboriginal 

Consultation Office (ACO) 

was pleased to welcome 

a new minister of 

Indigenous Relations, 

Richard (Rick) Wilson on  

April 30, 2019.  

Minister Wilson brings his 

rich life experience and 

dedication to Indigenous 

Peoples to the portfolio, and remains focused on 

reconciliation and ensuring that Indigenous 

Peoples in Alberta are partners in the economic 

prosperity of the province. 

Minister Wilson grew up and went to school with 

the First Nations of Maskwacîs. He lived near the 

Nations in the Summer Village of Ma-Me-O 

Beach, which he considers an integral part of his 

personal story. 

 

Staff update 

Amanda Spyce has moved on to a new 

opportunity. She was a valued member of the 

ACO and we thank her for her many contributions 

over the past several years.  

Glenn Sorensen is currently acting as the director 

of strategic relations. He can be contacted at 

Glenn.Sorensen@gov.ab.ca   
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Red Tape Reduction 

Over-regulation burdens everyone – First 

Nations, Metis Settlements and proponents 

alike. The ACO is actively working to identify 

new approaches, which will support us to 

review applications more quickly and 

accurately.  

Doing so means that we can reduce 

unnecessary red tape and build on best 

practices.  

We are also continually looking for 

efficiencies and working to continue operating 

in a timely and streamlined way. This 

includes tightening timelines and tweaking 

software.  

The ACO looks forward to your support to 

meet these goals by following recommended 

processes and tips, such as those in this 

bulletin. 
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Consultation timelines 
The restructuring of the ACO has provided 

opportunities to implement internal process 

improvements and deliver consultation training 

sessions for Industry, which has created a 

noticeable improvement in file reviews and 

regulatory efficiency in support of harmonization 

with the AER. 

The ACO is continually conducting process 

reviews to find efficiencies. Analysis tools for 

identifying inefficiencies early, increases in 

application submissions or quicker responses to 

file review submissions have been developed. 

The ACO has also created an internal Directive to 

manage review times using a risk matrix that 

allows for resources to be quickly reallocated from 

Region to another, based on workload, as part of 

its contribution to the Red Tape Reduction 

Strategy. 

As you can see in the chart above, the ACO has 

successfully met its timelines for the past nine 

months (except over the Christmas period when 

the ACO was closed). 

Using technology to serve 

you better 

The Landscape Analysis Indigenous Relations 

Tool (LAIRT) allows proponents to view a report 

on where government ordinarily considers 

requiring consultation with a particular First Nation 

or Métis Settlement, which is subject to be revised 

at any time.  

The tool produces a LAT (Landscape Analysis 

Tool) report for all Alberta public land disposition 

applications. Users are able to determine the 

sensitivities and considerations associated with a 

project location and / or activity. 

The report is intended to provide a guideline and 

is not an official list of First Nations and Métis 

settlements to consult, and it does not determine 

procedural aspects for consultation. 

To access the tool, please visit 

https://maps.alberta.ca/LAT  

 

https://maps.alberta.ca/LAT
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ACO’s Northwest Region 
The Northwest Region stretches from the British 

Columbia border to the Athabasca River east of 

Wabasca and from the Northwest Territories 

border to the southern tip of Jasper National Park. 

Two Treaty areas (Treaty 8 and Treaty 6), 24 First 

Nation communities and 4 Metis Settlements are 

within the region.  

The NW Region covers 52.8% of the province and 

hosts the Foothills, Rocky Mountain, Boreal 

Forest and Parkland natural regions, two oil sand 

areas, with the Peace and Athabasca Rivers. 

Forestry, oil and gas, coal, minerals and other 

energy infrastructure are important economic 

drivers in the Region.  

Northwestern Alberta is situated on prolific natural 

gas and liquids hydrocarbon formations identified 

as the Montney, Duvernay and Deep Basin. 

Due to its size, number of First Nations, Metis 

Settlements and the wealth of current natural 

resource development activities, the NW Region 

is staffed with seven Approval Specialists, seven 

Consultation Advisors, two Region Leads and 

Director. 

In 2019, on average, 66.0% the total number of 

applications submitted to the ACO are from the 

NW Region. 

Proponents are applying for an average of 1.90 

activities per application 

Most applications have three or four First Nations 

and Metis Settlements triggered for consultation.  

Of note 

The Caribou Mountains, located in the region’s 

north, are a unique landform in the shape of a 

low, saucer-like plateau left unglaciated in the last 

ice age. As a result, these mountains contain 

remnant communities of lichens, vascular plants, 

and mosses not found in surrounding areas.  

 

Application 
submissions  
The ACO has provided consultation 

training to 450 proponents as it relates to ensuring 

that their applications clearly and concisely 

address the issue of potential impacts to treaty 

rights and traditional uses.  This helps us to 

manage the volume of files in a more effective 

and timely manner.  

A well-constructed plain language package with a 

list of all the required and potential regulatory 

approvals may assist with reducing the ACO’s 

review times. 

Talk to your regional consultation advisor for more 

information about how a package like this could 

work for your project. The consultation advisors 

are your best source of information and we 

encourage you to reach out to them regularly: 

https://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-

consultationcontacts.aspx.   

Keeping informed 
We welcome your comments or feedback. 

Sign up is easy. Visit 

http://indigenous.alberta.ca/MailingList.cfm 

to join the ACO mailing list.  
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