
 

Be prepared: https://www.alberta.ca/emergency-preparedness.aspx 
©2018 Government of Alberta  |  Published: March 2018  |   

Severe storms 
Blizzards, ice storms 
and hail 
 

Overview 
Thunderstorms, hail, blizzards, ice storms, high 
winds and heavy rain can develop quickly and 
threaten life and property. Severe storms occur 
across Alberta in all seasons.  

Blizzards 
A blizzard, in general, is when winds of 40 km/h or 
greater are expected to cause widespread 
reductions in visibility.  

Visibility could be reduced to 400 metres or less due 
to blowing snow and/or falling snow. Blizzards do 
not necessarily bring newly falling snow and can 
even occur with clear skies overhead. 

If you live in a rural area and a blizzard or heavy 
blowing snow is forecast, you may want to string a 
guideline between your house and any outbuildings 
to which you may have to go during the storm. 
 
In wide open areas, visibility can be reduced to 
virtually zero during heavy blowing snow or a 
blizzard. If a blizzard strikes, take caution: 
 

 If you are travelling, do so during the day and let 
someone know your route and anticipated arrival 
time. 

 If your car gets stuck, remain calm and stay in 
your car.  

 Run the engine for about 10 minutes every half 
hour. Beware of exhaust fumes and check the 
exhaust pipe periodically to make sure it is not 
blocked with snow.  

 Allow fresh air in your car by opening the 
window slightly on the sheltered side – away 
from the wind. 

 If you try to shovel the snow from around your 
car, avoid overexerting yourself. Overexertion in 
the bitter cold can cause death as a result of 
sweating, leading to hypothermia or a heart 
attack.  

Ice storms 
 Freezing rain clings to everything it touches and 

is more slippery than snow.  

 Ice from freezing rain accumulates on branches, 
power lines and buildings. If you must go outside 
when a significant amount of ice has 
accumulated, pay attention to branches or wires 
that could break and fall on you. Ice sheets 
could also do the same.  

 Never touch power lines. A hanging power line 
could be charged (live) and you would run the 
risk of electrocution. Remember that ice, 
branches or power lines can continue to break 
and fall for several hours after the end of 
precipitation. 

 When freezing rain is forecast, avoid driving. 
Even a small amount of freezing rain can make 
roads extremely slippery. Wait several hours 
after freezing rain ends so that road 
maintenance crews have enough time to spread 
sand or salt on icy roads. 
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Hail 
 Hailstorms occur mostly from May to October.  

 Some hailstones are the size of peas while 
others can be as big as grapefruits. 

 For farmers whose crops are crushed, and for 
others whose homes and cars are damaged, a 
hailstorm can be a financial disaster.  

 Hail comes down at great speed, especially 
when accompanied by high winds. If hail is 
forecast, you may want to protect your vehicle 
by putting it in the garage. 

 Take cover when hail begins to fall. Do not go 
out to cover plants, cars, garden furniture or to 
rescue animals. Keep yourself and your pets 
away from windows, glass doors and skylights 
which can shatter if hit by hailstones.  

 Avoid using the telephone during a storm, and 
do not touch metal objects like stoves, radiators, 
metal pipes and sinks. 

 If you are in a vehicle, find a place to safely pull 
off the roadways and protect yourself from 
possible shattered glass. 

 If caught outdoors and there is no available 
shelter, crouch down, face away from the wind 
and protect your head and neck with your 
hands. 

 Look out for flooded areas, (especially in urban 
areas) where excessive hail and heavy rain can 
plug storm drains and suddenly create local 
flooding. 

 
 
 

Stay informed 

 Download the Alberta Emergency Alert app.  

 Keep a battery-powered, crank radio or 
Weatheradio on hand as there can be power 
outages during severe storms. 

 Contact your municipality’s Director of 
Emergency Management or the Alberta 
Emergency Management Agency at 780-422-
9000, or dial 310-0000 for toll-free access 
outside Edmonton.  


