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July 17, 2018 
 
Milton Sussman 
Deputy Minister, Health 
22nd Floor, ATB Place 
10025 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton AB  T5J 1S6 
 
Dear Milton Sussman: 
 
Subject: T.S. – Public Fatality Inquiry  

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed the Honourable Judge Bart Rosborough’s report to the Minister of Justice 
and Solicitor General. This report will be publicly released on July 24, 2018. 
 
The following recommendations may impact Alberta Health: 
 
Recommendation #2: Health Care – During the course of this inquiry, witnesses testified that 
Aboriginal children-in-care seen at hospitals across the province may be treated differently than 
those not in care. The presence of a social worker may lead health care professionals to assume 
a level of awareness and ability to assist that they would not assume when any other parent or 
guardian is present. That testimony was not supported by empirical evidence but featured in 
the testimony of more than one professional. I accept that evidence nonetheless and 
recommend that health care staff be instructed that social workers are not health care 
professionals and health care information or treatment that would otherwise be conveyed to a 
child’s parent or guardian be conveyed to the social worker of a child in care as well. 
 
Recommendation #3: Suicide Screening – I am satisfied that professionals involved with T.S. 
acted appropriately based upon the information available to them. Nevertheless, I am also 
satisfied that the disproportionately high rate of Aboriginal youth suicide necessitates some 
form of routine and mandatory screening for the risk of suicide of all Aboriginal youth 
interacting with Alberta Health staff. I recommend: (a) that Alberta identify those communities 
suffering from a disproportionately high rate of Aboriginal youth suicide; (b) ensure that Alberta 
Health staff facilities in those communities receive priority instruction on suicide awareness and 
prevention and, in particular, the application of that instruction to Aboriginal youth; (c) be 
required to administer some form of routine screening for risk of suicide whenever an 
Aboriginal youth is dealt with; and (d) where any concerns relating to self-harm are observed, 
that they immediately be communicated by Alberta Health staff to the relevant DFNA (or 
analogous agency).  
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Recommendation #4: Mental Health Support – I recommend that Alberta identify those 
communities suffering from a disproportionately high rate of Aboriginal youth suicide and 
ensure that they be provided with priority access to an ‘on-call’ qualified mental health care 
professional to provide guidance and support to social workers from DFNA’s working in those 
communities. Qualified mental health care professionals would need to have both the requisite 
medical knowledge or training as well as education peculiar to the experiences of Aboriginal 
communities. 
 
I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Alberta Health accepts, accepts in principle, does not accept, or has a different 
response to the recommendation; 
 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
 

3. If Alberta Health intends to accept the recommendation, or to implement different 
measures, what steps will be taken in that regard.  

 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that this letter and any 
response received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government Portal:  
 
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/responses-to-public-fatality-inquiry-recommendations.  
 
If a response has not been received by November 26, 2018, that information will also be made 
publicly available.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fuchinsky 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
Enclosure 
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