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PROFILE 

Capital:  Nairobi  

Population:  48.46 (2011) 

Languages:  English, Kiswahili 

Government: Presidential Republic  

Head of State: President Uhuru Kenyatta 

Head of Government:  President Uhuru 
Kenyatta 

Currency: CAD $1 = 75.347 Shillings (KES) 
(2016 Annual Average) 

GDP:  USD $91.33 (2016) 

GDP (PPP):  USD $3,155.9 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):  USD $2,009.50 (2016) 

GDP Growth Rate:  6 per cent (2016) 

Inflation:  6.30 per cent (2016) 

Key Industry Sectors:  tea, flowers, refined 
petroleum, coffee, legumes, apparel, processed 
fruits and nuts. 

Sources: World Bank, Global Affairs Canada, 
Industry Canada 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Kenya’s former Assistant Minister for 

Environment and Natural Resources Wangari 

Muta Maathai was named winner of the 2004 

Nobel Peace Prize.  

 Kenya is the largest and most advanced 

economy in east and central Africa. Agriculture 

is the backbone of the Kenyan economy, 

contributing one-third of GDP. 

 Kenya has only two seasons in a year; one 

rainy and one dry. 

KENYA OVERVIEW 

 Kenya is located in East Africa, bordering the 

Indian Ocean, between Somalia and 

Tanzania. The Kenyan highlands comprise 

one of Africa’s most productive agricultural 

regions. 

 Kenya gained independence in 1963, and 

operated under a single-party system until 

1991, when pressure from domestic political 

forces and the international community 

culminated in reform. 

 General elections were held on August 8, 

2017 to elect President and members of 

Parliament. Results indicated that President 

Uhuru Kenyatta was re-elected with 54 per 

cent of the vote. Results were contested by 

the main opponent and new elections were 

ordered to be held on October 26, 2017.  

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 607 immigrants from 

Kenya chose Alberta as their destination. 

Approximately, 52 per cent were economic 

immigrants. This includes principal applicants 

and their dependents. Additionally, 58 foreign 

workers and 201 foreign students from Kenya 

were issued permits. 

 The Government of Alberta has provided 

approximately CAD $133,600 in matching 

grants for 11 humanitarian projects in Kenya 

over the last five years. These projects were in 

the areas of education, healthcare, and 

support to orphans and widows. Relief funds 

were also provided for the recent drought.  

 Canada provides funding for humanitarian 

assistance, based on need, in Kenya. This 

includes support for UN agencies, the Red 

Cross Movement, and non-governmental 

organizations to meet the needs of Kenyans 

affected by chronic drought and food 

insecurity. The program also provides for the 

more than 500,000 Somali and Sudanese 

refugees currently seeking safety in Kenya. 

 Canada has supported Kenya’s development 

for over 40 years in governance, primary 

education, gender equality and HIV / AIDS 

prevention. These are consistent with the 

goals in the New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development. 

This map is a generalized illustration only and is not intended to be used for reference purposes. The representation of political boundaries 
does not necessarily reflect the position of the Government of Alberta on international issues of recognition, sovereignty or jurisdiction. 



 

 

  

 

 As an active member of the Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD) and the 

African Union Peace and Security Council, 

Kenya has taken a leading role in efforts to 

stabilize relations between Sudan and South 

Sudan, and has troops deployed with 

AMISOM in Somalia. Kenya also maintains 

peacekeeping operations in Sudan, South 

Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Liberia.  

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Over the 2012-16 period, Alberta’s annual 

exports to Kenya averaged CAD $15.1 million 

and included cereals, machinery, aircraft parts 

and pumps.  

 During the same period, Alberta’s direct 

imports from Kenya averaged CAD $454,942 

per year and included such items as tea, 

cashew nuts, coffee, beer, cereals, flowers 

and costume jewellery. This figure does not 

include goods sold in Alberta that have arrived 

via distribution hubs in other provinces.  

 Measures undertaken to improve Kenya’s 

business environment are bearing fruits as the 

country ranked 96
th
 out of 138 countries 

according to the Global Competitiveness Index 

(2016-2017 edition), from 99
th
 the previous 

year. However, Kenya continues to face 

challenges in areas of tax rates, access to 

financing and corruption.  

 Kenya’s “Vision 2030” is the country’s long-

term policy framework for development for 

2008 to 2030. The strategy sets development 

benchmarks in several priority sectors, such 

as: tourism, agriculture, manufacturing, trade, 

information technology and financial services. 

The government encourages investments in 

sectors that create employment, generate 

foreign exchange and create linkages with 

rural areas.  

 Opportunities for Alberta companies exist in 

the oil and gas sector, cleantech and 

education sectors.  

 Canada and Kenya have a bilateral agreement 

on Foreign Investment Promotion and 

Protection (FIPA). 

ENERGY 

 Although Kenya does not currently produce 

any hydrocarbons, in March 2012, the country 

discovered oil within its borders for the first 

time. The find was made in the northwestern 

Turkana region. 

 The UK based company Tullow Oil is leading 

exploration activities in onshore northern 

Kenya, in partnership with Maersk Oil and the 

Calgary-based Africa Oil. Tullow Oil has 

discovered more than 600 million barrels of 

recoverable oil in the Turkana region. Tullow is 

targeting for a final investment decision by the 

end of 2017.  

 In August 2017, representatives of Tullow Oil 

visited Calgary and presented on the 

discovery. The company met with Alberta oil 

and gas service providers and academic 

institutions in an effort to solicit expertise for 

the development of the project.  

 In 2007, the Kenyan and Ugandan 

governments agreed to jointly build a pipeline 

to move oil from Uganda through Kenya to the 

east African coast for export; however, in 

October 2015, Uganda announce that it was in 

talks with Tanzania to potentially build a 

pipeline to Tanzania’s coastal port city of 

Tanga.  

 Kenya plays a critical role as a transit country 

in East Africa as its neighboring countries 

depend on petroleum products imported at 

Kenya’s Mombasa Port. A portion of the 

petroleum products are sold in Kenya’s major 

cities and the remainder is sent to neighboring 

countries via trucks.  

 Exploration drilling has been mostly let to 

international oil companies. The National Oil 

Corporation of Kenya (NOCK) is responsible 

for overseeing the fulfillment of petroleum 

exploration companies’ obligations in 

accordance with contracts signed with the 

Kenyan government. NOCK also focuses on 

downstream activities like importing oil and the 

retail sale of gasoline.  

 Kenya used to operate a 35,000 b/d refinery at 

the Mombasa Port. The refinery shut down in 

late 2013 and is currently being used for story. 

There has been talk to revive refinery 

operation; however, no concrete plan has 

been set, yet.  

 Hydropower accounts for 37.1 per cent of 

electricity used however, in 2017 Kenya had to 

inject thermal electricity into the national grid 

to compensate for hydro generation due to the 

current drought.  

 Kenya launched Africa’s first carbon exchange 

platform in 2010, enabling all African countries 

to sell carbon credits.  

 Kenya is ranked eighth largest producer of 

geothermal electricity in the world and with the 

on-going geothermal energy capacity 

expansion, the country is considered to be 

among green energy economies. Over 280 

megawatts (MW) have been delivered so far, 

under the geothermal program as identified in 

the country’s national power Development 

Plan.  

 The Government of Kenya, through the newly 

formed utility (GDC), aims to install additional 

1500 MWe by 2018, and 4000 MWe by 2030 

of electric power from geothermal sources.  

 The Kenyan government estimates that the 

country has the potential to generate a further 

10,000 MW of steam energy in its Rift Valley 

Basin.  

AGRICULTURE 

 In 2016, Alberta’s agricultural exports to Kenya 

amounted to CAD $ 13 million, comprised 

mainly of wheat.  
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 Canada’s agricultural exports to Kenya 

amounted to CAD $37.5 million in 2016, 

comprised mainly of wheat and to a lesser 

extent lentils and bovine semen. 

 Alberta Agriculture and Forestry visited Kenya 

for the first time in November 2016 to assess 

the market potential for Alberta companies. 

 Opportunities exist for Alberta companies in 

agricultural machinery and technology; 

commodities such as wheat and pulses; 

bovine, caprine and ovine genetics; animal 

feed; and canola oil. 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 Edmonton based McEwan University has a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

Jomo Kenyatta University in Nairobi.  

 Advanced Education supports the Campus 

Alberta Grant for International Learning 

(CAGFIL) program enabling post-secondary 

institutions to develop study and research 

collaboration involving Kenya.  

 In August 2017, the Kenya Pipeline 

Corporation (KPC), a state corporation, signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Southern Alberta Institute of Technology 

(SAIT). 

 The provincially funded Alberta Glycomics 

Centre partners with the Institute of Primate 

Research in Nairobi to introduce technology 

platforms for the detection of diseases in the 

developing world. 

 The University of Alberta (U of A) has 

participated in two Global Affairs Canada 

funded agro-forestry projects in Kenya, 

promoting the adoption and practice of land 

use systems compatible with improved natural 

resource management, and improving the 

qualifications of teaching staff and students of 

the institutions involved.  

 The U of A also participated in a Global Affairs 

Canada funded project enhancing the capacity 

of the Home Economics Department at 

Kenyatta University to offer a strong Master’s 

Program.  

 The International Livestock Research Institute 

(ILRI) in Nairobi receives funding from Global 

Affairs Canada. ILRI is also a research partner 

of the U of A in developing a five-in-one 

vaccine that will treat several animal diseases.  

RECENT VISITS 

 October 2014: The Honorable Daniel Karaba 

Dickson, Senator and Chairman of the Senate 

Standing Committee on Education in Kenya, 

led a delegation of education officials to learn 

more about Alberta’s K-12 and post-secondary 

education system. The group visited 

Edmonton, Calgary and Red Deer.  

 May 2011: His Excellency Simon Nabukwesi, 

High Commissioner for Kenya, visited 

Edmonton and met with various Ministers and 

the Lieutenant Governor. 

 June 2009: The Honorable Robinson Githae, 

Minister for Nairobi Metropolitan Development, 

visited Alberta and met with key government 

and business leaders. 

 March 2007: Her Excellency, Judith Mbulah 

Behemuka, Kenyan High Commissioner to 

Canada, visited Edmonton. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 The Kenyan High Commissioner in Ottawa is 

His Excellency John L. Lanyasunya. 

 Canada’s High Commissioner to Kenya is Ms. 

Sara Hradecky. The Canadian High 

Commission in Nairobi is Canada’s largest 

mission in Africa 


