
Alberta is at risk of losing these species because of 
the extensive loss of native prairie  to agriculture and 
the deliberate suppression of sand dune habitats that 
occurred during settlement of the province. Today, the 
threats include habitat loss due to industrial development 
such as sand and gravel, and oil and gas; agriculture 
and urban expansion; invasion of exotic plant species; 
and incompatible range management.

Each of the endangered and threatened species 
described have provincial and federal recovery 
plans, and federally designated critical habitat. The 
management goal for these plant species is to maintain 
the naturally occurring populations.

All of these plant species are found on lands currently 
used for grazing. These plants are considered 
endangered or threatened because of the habitat 
threats they face, as well, they all have small 
localized populations, few occurrences, and restricted 
distributions.

To find more 
information or 
read the recovery 
plans and related 
reports visit:

aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife

 www.multisar.ca/

 www.sararegistry.gc.ca
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If you are a  
developer:

Conduct pre-disturbance rare plant surveys

Avoid at risk plants and their critical habitat, adhere to 
setbacks

Re-plant disturbed areas with native seed

Prevent spread of invasive plant species, develop weed 
management plans

How can you help?
Learn more about Alberta’s plants at risk. Remember plants need healthy, intact habitats, just as fish and wildlife do.

• Support conservation groups and programs that work to conserve and maintain native grassland ecosystems
• Consume less, make responsible consumer choices
• Act as a steward of the land

If you are a land 
owner:

Minimize the use of herbicides and pesticides

Apply good range management practices on your land

Do not stabilize sand dunes, if you have them on your land

Manage and prevent the spread of exotic plant species on 
your land

Consider preserving your land in perpetuity by donating it 
or applying  a conservation easement

Do not cultivate native prairie

Report sightings of rare plants to your nearest Fish & 
Wildlife office 

Contact staff at your nearest Fish & Wildlife office to 
discuss ways you can take action to conserve at risk plants

Management 
Initiatives:

Protecting soapweed from ungulate herbivory with fencing

Development of beneficial grazing management practices 
report

Exotic species management

Monitoring

Application of Protective Notations

Development of Habitat Suitability Index models for tiny 
cryptantha and small-flowered sand-verbena

Research
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Slender Mouse-ear-cress 
Halimolobos virgata 
AB Status: Endangered  SARA: Threatened
A biennial plant in the Mustard family. The flowers are very small, white with 
four petals. Can be seen flowering from late May to early June.

Habitat
Grows in dry prairies on silty or sandy soils.  Can be 
found on gently undulating hills, moist meadows, and 
alkali flats.

Small-flowered Sand-verbena  
Tripterocalyx micranthus 
AB Status: Threatened  SARA: Endangered

An annual plant growing close to the ground. The stems are trailing with 
upward pointing tips. The flowers are tiny and greenish-white in colour. Fruits 
are large peach-coloured with three wings. Fast growing plant, dies  
mid-summer.

Seeds can lie dormant for several years until 
favourable moisture conditions become available.

Habitat
Found primarily in sand dune and sandhill habitats.

Smooth Goosefoot  
Chenopodium subglabrum 
AB Status: Sensitive  SARA: Threatened

An annual plant with small green flowers that lack petals. The flowers come in 
widely spaced, round, dense clusters, occurring in July. Leaves are fleshy and 
hairless.

Habitat
Found in sand dune complexes and other sand 
deposits shaped by wind.

Hare-footed Locoweed  
Oxytropis lagopus  
AB Status: Special Concern  SARA: Special Concern

A perennial herb. Stalks are silvery with silky-hairs. The leaves are basal with 
long silvery hairs. Pink-purple pea-like flowers. Flowers can be seen from late 
May to early June.

Habitat
Found in sandy habitats, grassy knolls, and 
sagebrush plains in the Foothills Fescue Natural 
Subregion south of Lethbridge. Prefers gravelly soils.
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Soapweed 
Yucca glauca 
AB Status: Endangered  SARA: Threatened
Resembles the top of a pineapple; with long, sharp  
leaves that radiate from the base of the stem. Flowers are bell-shaped, cream 
to greenish-white in colour, and grow on stalks in clusters of 25 to 30; occur 
from May to July.
Success depends upon the success of the yucca 
moth population, because yucca moths are the sole 
pollinator. Can live up to 50 years. 

Habitat
Found on dry, sandy or gravelly soil; slopes with 
sparse vegetation. Occurs in only two locations.

Tiny Cryptantha 
Cryptantha minima 
AB Status: Endangered                       SARA: Endangered
A small annual plant with tiny white flowers with yellow centres. Flowers appear 
in late May and last to early July.  A distinguishing feature of this plant is the 
bristly-hairs on the stem and leaves. 

Habitat
Occurs in mixed, dry grasslands associated with river 
valleys, mainly the South Saskatchewan River valley. 
Prefers areas with sand dunes.

Western Spiderwort 
Tradescantia occidentalis 
AB Status: Endangered                     SARA: Threatened
A perennial plant, persisting for several years, with slender stems and grass-
like leaves. The flowers are showy with blue petals, only one to a few open 
at a time and only last a few hours. Spider web-like 
threads can be pulled from broken stem tips.

Habitat
Occurs in one small area of the province near 
Pakowki Lake.

Western Blue Flag  
Iris missouriensis   
AB Status: Special Concern  SARA: Special Concern

Long-lived perennial iris.  The leaves are sword-shaped. The flowers are 
pale-to-deep blue, can be seen in June and July. The roots of this plant are 
poisonous.

Habitat
Damp meadows and streambanks where the soil is 
moist in the spring but dries later. 
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