
Do Your Students 
Need Access to 
Student Aid? 

Designation is a status assigned to a program at a post-secondary institution that meets 
specific criteria making students attending the program eligible for student aid.  
Assistance may be in the form of federal and provincial student loans and grants.  

The authority to designate a program for both levels of federal and provincial  
student aid is the province. 

Although programs offered at private vocational institutions are licensed  
by the Education and Training Program Coordination branch, programs are not 
automatically designated for student aid. Once a program is licensed, notification 
is sent to Designation Services to be considered for designation status.  
 
Education and Training Program Coordination and Designation Services are two 
separate branches of Alberta Innovation and Advanced Education.

If your students need access to student aid to help them cover their tuition and living costs while in study, 
your program(s) must be designated. 

Designation Status

What Guides the Standards for Designation?

The Pan Canadian Designation Framework sets out the guiding principles and requirements  
to be applied by all jurisdictions for designation. The framework gives assurance that consistent, 
minimum standards are applied by the provinces and territories in decisions to designate 
or de-designate programs. Alberta implemented this framework in 2006.  
 
The four principles of the framework are: 
•	 Taxpayer protection 
•	 Accountability and informed choice 
•	 Consumer protection 
•	 Complementary to other post-secondary education policies

Do Your Students Need Help Covering Basic Educational Costs?

http://studentaid.alberta.ca/media/7302/pan_canadian_designation_framework.pdf


For more information on how to apply for or maintain designation status for your programs: 

Contact us at: designationinquiry@gov.ab.ca.

Questions?

Designation Roles and Responsibilities

Steps in Receiving and Maintaining Designation Status

1. Designation Services reviews eligibility for designation.

2. If eligible, institutions must sign the Alberta Institution Designation Agreement (AIDA). The AIDA is a contract 
between the institution’s owner and Alberta Innovation and Advanced Education containing contractual obligations 
for designation and requirements for the administration of student financial aid. The agreement must be signed 
before a private vocational institution/program can receive designation status.

3. Designation Services approves designation. It also provides training to the institution on systems and policies  
related to student aid.

Post-secondary Institutions

Are often the closest link to students and best able to assist students directly. Responsible for maintaining compliance 
with Alberta Innovation and Advanced Education’s acts, regulations, policies and procedures. Also, responsible for 
providing loan information to students and maintaining loan repayment, graduation and employment rates  
at an acceptable level. 
  

Designation Services

Reviews designation eligibility, approves or denies designation status, facilitates student financial aid training  
for institutions, and develops resources and various supports for institutions to assist in their loan repayment strategies. 
The branch is also responsible for monitoring institution compliance with acts, regulations, policies and procedures and 
for monitoring loan repayment rates.   
 

Students

Are responsible for making regular payments on their loans and utilizing flexible government repayment options to help 
them manage their student loans.

Maintaining Designation

1. Designation Services monitors compliance with acts, regulations, policies and procedures on an ongoing basis as 
well as through compliance audits.

2. On an annual basis, each institution’s loan repayment and graduation/employment rates are evaluated  
against established minimum requirements. Evaluations and any required action are communicated to educational 
institutions in April of each year.

3. Institutions with unacceptable loan repayment rates may be required to Develop a Loan Repayment Strategy  
to be approved by Designation Services.

http://studentaid.alberta.ca/media/7299/alberta_institution_designation_agreement_aida.pdf
http://studentaid.alberta.ca/media/29159/developing_a_loan_repayment_strategy.pdf

