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July 7, 2017 
 
Ms. Darlene Bouwsema 
Deputy Minister of Children’s Services 
12th Floor, Sterling Place 
9940 – 106 Street 
Edmonton AB  T5K 2N2 
 
Dear Ms. Bouwsema: 
 
Subject: Kawliga Potts – Public Fatality Inquiry  

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of the Honourable Judge Ferne E. LeReverend’s report to the 
Minister of Justice and Solicitor General. This report will be publicly released on July 28, 2017. 
 
The following recommendations made by Her Honour may impact Children’s Services: 
 

1. Require the government to disclose the names of children who die in care (with consent 
from surviving family if possible).  … If we allow these children to continue to die in 
anonymity, we’re looking the other way and allowing the government and the child 
welfare system to be unaccountable to us and them. Our child welfare system is 
shrouded in secrecy, so we should be asking ourselves, who does secrecy serve?  
Secrecy serves the system, not the client, and greater transparency equals greater 
accountability.   
 

2. Make a plan.  To reduce preventable injury and death, there must be measurable and 
time-bound goals, benchmarked against other child-intervention systems and against 
the rate of injury and death for children in the general population.  The government 
should be given six months to set these targets and develop a strategy to achieve them.   
 

3. Expand the mandate of the Child and Youth Advocate to act on behalf of families 
involved in the child welfare system.  Families receiving services or with children taken 
into care are powerless and in a highly vulnerable position.  When a parent fears 
something is wrong with a child’s placement, they have nowhere to turn.  They fear 
that, if they raise too much of a stink about the care their child is receiving, they might 
never get that child back.  The advocate should be empowered to raise the alarm and 
advocate for those families before something goes wrong, not after.   
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4. Require immediate police notification if any evidence or suspicion of criminal activity is 

discovered during the internal death review process or at any point in the intervention 
process.  Put in place whistle-blower protection for families and officials. These 
measures won’t fix all the challenges in the child intervention system, but they’ll go a 
long way to eliminating preventable injury or death. … When a child is taken into care, 
Albertans become that child’s de facto parents.  We have to pressure government to act 
urgently to eliminate preventable injury or death in our child welfare system and to 
make improving that system a priority.  We have to do better.  And we have to do it 
now. 

 
I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Children’s Services accepts, accepts in principle, rejects, or has a different 
response to each recommendation; 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
3. If Children’s Services intends to accept the recommendation, or to implement different 

measures, what steps will be taken in that respect.  
 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that any response 
received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government Portal: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications.  
 
If a response has not been received by November 28, 2017 (four months from the public 
release of Judge LeReverend’s report), that information will also be made publicly available.  
 
Please ensure the response does not include any personal third party information. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fuchinsky 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
Enclosure 
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