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July 7, 2017 
 
 
Mr. Philip Bryden 
Deputy Minister of Justice  
and Solicitor General 
2nd Floor, Bowker Building 
9833 – 109 Street 
Edmonton AB  T5K 2E8 
 
Dear Mr. Bryden: 
 
Subject: Kawliga Potts – Public Fatality Inquiry  

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of the Honourable Judge Ferne E. LeReverend’s report to the 
Minister of Justice and Solicitor General. This report will be publicly released on July 28, 2017. 
 
The following recommendations made by Her Honour may impact Justice and Solicitor General: 
 

1. Put in place a child death review committee under the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner to investigate the deaths of all children in Alberta with an eye to reducing 
preventable death.  This is a long-standing recommendation of the Canadian Paediatric 
Society and has been under consideration in Alberta for years.  Streamline the death 
review process by putting the independent medical examiner in charge of the process.  
 

2. Require immediate police notification if any evidence or suspicion of criminal activity is 
discovered during the internal death review process or at any point in the intervention 
process.  Put in place whistle-blower protection for families and officials. These 
measures won’t fix all the challenges in the child intervention system, but they’ll go a 
long way to eliminating preventable injury or death. … When a child is taken into care, 
Albertans become that child’s de facto parents.  We have to pressure government to act 
urgently to eliminate preventable injury or death in our child welfare system and to 
make improving that system a priority.  We have to do better.  And we have to do it 
now. 
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I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Justice and Solicitor General accepts, accepts in principle, rejects, or has a 
different response to each recommendation; 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
3. If Justice and Solicitor General intends to accept the recommendation, or to implement 

different measures, what steps will be taken in that respect.  
 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that any response 
received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government Portal: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications.  
 
If a response has not been received by November 28, 2017 (four months from the public 
release of Judge LeReverend’s report), that information will also be made publicly available.  
 
Please ensure the response does not include any personal third party information. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fuchinsky 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
Enclosure 
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