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Edmonton AB T5J 3S8

Dear Ms. Fuchinsky:

Thank you for providing me a copy of the Honourable Judge Feme E. LeReverend's report on the
public fatality inquiry into the death of Kawliga Potts. This letter is to provide a response to the
recommendations that impact our ministry. In short, we do accept Recommendations 3 and 5.

With respect to Recommendation 3, we have been engaging with relevant government ministries
to establish a provincial child death review process. Work is underway to develop a framework
that is best suited for Alberta.

With respect to Recommendation 5, the long-standing professional practice at the Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner is to immediately notify the relevant police agency when a death becomes
suspicious in nature. The police agency then becomes jointly involved in the death investigation.

With respect to whistleblower protection for families and officials, whistleblower protection is
provided for government employees through the Public Interest Disclosure (Whistle blower
Protection) Act. Our legislation was strengthened this spring with the goal of encouraging more
public sector employees to come forward and ensure wrongdoings are both reported and
addressed. We also recognize that more work needs to be done to determine how to cover public
sector services carried out by third parties, and to that end, our government intends to consult with
stakeholders. The act currently allows the Public Interest Commissioner to choose to accept
anonymous complaints and/or complaints from individuals who are not government employees.
In all cases, the activity in question must constitute a wrongdoing as defined by the act before an
investigation will begin.
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Protecting and promoting the health and safety of children is a top priority of our government, and
government ministries are working together to address this issue.

If you require further information, please contact my office.

Yours truly,

Philip
Deputy inister of Justice and
Deputy Solicitor General
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